NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH COAST CHAPTER OF
THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

JOIN US FOR A BILINGUAL GARDENII
Uk

Outdoor Session
5:30 PM -7:00 PM

Learn about Biodiversity Day with us.
* Well start with a brief outdoor talk where youll learn
about the 30x30 Initiative
. Find 30 Species Challenge on iNaturalist

Indoor Session
7:00 PM

Head indoors for a bilingual talk on Native
Gardening Basics!
e This session will introduce you to easy-to-
grow native plants that thrive in our local
climate

Monthly Meeting South Coast
Madrona Marsh Monthly Meeting

e Saturday Oct 5 e Monday Oct 7 e Monday Oct 7

* 10am-2pm *5pm */pm

* Madrona Marsh * Walk around * Dr. Isaac Brown
Nature Center Madrona Marsh — Native Plants

& the Future of
the Los Angeles
River

*Via zoom at
Madrona Marsh

3201 Plaza Del (10 person limit)
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https://www.facebook.com/friends.of.peck.park.canyon
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In Memoriam: Honoring our Dedicated Treasurer

Geneva Martin

It is with deep sadness that we share the passing of Geneva Martin, our
dedicated Treasurer at the South Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society. The role of Treasurer may not always be the most visible in an
organization like ours, where the focus is often on the more outward work—
planting, educating, and advocating—but it is undeniably one of the most
crucial. The financial stewardship of our chapter, ensuring that every dollar was
accounted for and all mandated reports were submitted on time, was a
responsibility Geneva carried out with dedication for nearly eight years.

Her work was not just about numbers; it was about ensuring that our chapter
could continue its mission with integrity and transparency. Geneva regularly
attended CNPS resource meetings and other training sessions to stay up to
date with the latest financial practices and requirements, all while supporting
our chapter and community in many other ways. She also tracked the Conze
grant awards, ensuring these funds were distributed in alignment with the
intentions of the grantee, Elaine Conze. Additionally, she was integral to the
success of our annual native plant sales, faithfully staffing the sales table and
sending reports to the California Native Plant Society, our oversight
organization.

But Geneva was much more than her role as Treasurer. She had a subtle but
sharp sense of humor, which, once you tuned into it, revealed the joy she took
in life. Behind her calm demeanor was someone who relished the small
moments of connection and camaraderie that made our community feel closer.
Her professional accomplishments were equally remarkable. As a programmer
on IBM 360 mainframes during a time when there were likely no more than a
thousand programmers in the United States, Geneva broke ground in a male-
dominated field. Her achievements as a trailblazer in her career reflected the
same dedication and excellence she brought to her work with our chapter.

So, while we mourn her loss, we also celebrate the profound impact she had on
our chapter and the lasting legacy she leaves behind. We extend our deepest
gratitude to Geneva for her years of service, dedication, and love for this
chapter and our mission to protect California’s native plants today and into the
future. She will be dearly missed, but her spirit will remain with us as we
continue the work she believed in.Our thoughts are with her family and all who

knew her.



https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/home/about/calendar-meetings-events/
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On a sunny day in August, the South Coast Chapter had the
pleasure of hosting a memorable field trip to Alondra Park
Island, a hidden gem within the City of Lawndale. This
unique native plant preserve, situated within Alondra Park,
offers a tranquil habitat refuge amidst the vast urban
landscape that surrounds it.

Our group was welcomed by Jeanne Bellemin, the founder
and director of the Alondra Park Island Native Plant Garden,
whose passion and dedication has transformed this island into
a thriving sanctuary for native plants. The island, gated for
protection and opened during specified hours, is now also
supported by the South Bay Parkland Conservancy, which
has recently taken on the role of ensuring the garden’s
continued care.

Photos provided by: Jeanne Bellemin
With 42 enthusiastic attendees, this was one of our
chapter’s larger gatherings in recent years. It was an
incredible opportunity for members to explore this
native oasis tucked between the cities of Gardena,
Torrance, and Lawndale. After enjoying some light
refreshments, members were led by Jeanne, who shared
the rich history and ecological significance of the
garden.

During the tour, we were delighted to encounter rare
native plants, such as some of the original alkali mallow
along with recently planted young coast live oaks. These
oaks, with plenty of room to grow, will one day provide
substantial support to the local wildlife, further enriching
this unique habitat.

The visit to Alondra Park Island was a reminder of the
incredible resilience and beauty of native plants, even in
the midst of urban development.

We invite all our members and friends to join us at our
next in-person meeting, where we’ll continue to explore
and celebrate the native landscapes that enrich our South
Coast Chapter. Thank you to everyone who attended,
and we look forward to seeing you at our next event!
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South Coast CNPS is planning a garden tour on Poppy
Day, April 6, 2025. Our date is chosen to try to
deconflict from the much larger Theodore Payne
Foundation Tour, which typically occurs later in April,
and to honor Poppy Day*, which is April 6 every
year. This is a re-inauguration of what was once an
annual event for us, and we are looking for volunteers
who will open their gardens for a day to share them as
well as volunteers who will help us carry out the
tour. Please email

us know your interest.

to let

We adore native plants, of course, so your garden
should feature them prominently — a target of 50% or
more by species seems reasonable. However, there are
special circumstances that make some gardens appealing
even if there are fewer natives such as low water use,
adjacency to public lands or preserves, habitat gardens,
gardens of unique interest (for example one that solves a
difficult problem or has an interesting design approach).
-Brent Morgan

Section 37222.12 of the California Education Code
states: ...On California Poppy Day, all public schools
and educational institutions are encouraged to conduct
exercises honoring the California Poppy, including
instruction about native plants, particularly the
California Poppy, and the economic and aesthetic value
of wildflowers; promoting responsible behavior toward
our natural resources and a spirit of protection toward
them; and emphasizing the value of natural resources
and conservation of natural resources.

We are thrilled to announce that the California Native
Plant Society (CNPS) is hiring a Digital Media Specialist
to join our world-class Public Affairs team! This
multidisciplinary team drives our communications, digital
strategy, public policy, public engagement, partnerships,
and publications.

Reporting to the Communications Manager, the Digital
Media Specialist will play a key role in multimedia
content creation, social media management, website
production, and analytics, helping CNPS expand its online
presence and engagement.

This is a full-time, remote (within CA) position, with an
anticipated start date in late October/early November.
Applications are open until September 25, 2024.

To learn more and apply, visit [ ].

The South Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society is gearing up for its annual plant sale on October
5, and we're looking for volunteers to help make the event
a success! If you're passionate about native plants or just
want to lend a hand, we invite you to join us.

Volunteers will assist with setting up, helping customers,
and ensuring everything runs smoothly. In appreciation of
your support, volunteers have received a free plant after
the sale, along with snacks during past sales.

If you’re interested in volunteering, please email us at
SouthCoastCNPS@gmail.com. We’d love to have you on
board for this exciting day!


https://cnps.pinpointhq.com/en/postings/f3d22de5-2bb9-4eb3-81a0-e3a395ac60df
mailto:SouthCoastCNPS@gmail.com
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The Conze Grant has funded many
impactful restoration projects by
helping establish native plant habitats
and supporting wildlife. Donations to
this grant help fund essential work,
from removing invasive species to
planting native flora that nurtures the
local ecosystem. Projects like these not
only beautify our chapter but also
create educational opportunities and
community engagement.

By supporting the Conze Grant, you
contribute to ongoing restoration
efforts that protect biodiversity and
combat habitat loss. As climate change
and urban development continue to put
pressure on natural spaces, every
contribution counts toward preserving
these precious ecosystems for future
generations.

If you’d like to learn more about the
Conze Grant or read about other grant
recipients and their stories please visit
our website = . If you’d like to
apply for a Conze Grant please fill out
our application -/~ . If you have any
guestions or comments about the
application process, please contact us.

Donations to help fund the Conze
Grant for many more projects to come
are greatly appreciated! Any amount
you can donate will go a long way
toward making a lasting impact. Thank
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The South Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant Society awarded a
Conze Grant in December 2023 to restore natural habitat at Peck Park,
focusing on the Walker/Elberon entrance. Since the grant was awarded,
volunteers, including high school students and local residents, have planted
over 100 native plants such as: Menzies' Goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii),
lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia), Narrow-leaved Milkweed (Asclepias
fascicularis), Bush Sunflower (Encelia californica), and Coastal Cholla
(Opuntia littoralis), among others. These plants not only enhance the park’s
beauty but also support local wildlife, including monarch butterflies, which
rely on milkweed, and birds like Anna’s Hummingbirds and scrub jays,
which benefit from lemonade berry and coyote brush.

South Coast board member Karen Thordarson has been active with this
project and reported they have had good turnout during the gardening
sessions. Challenges, including last year’s heavy rains led to delayed
maintenance and increased weed growth. Nevertheless, volunteers have
worked diligently on clearing weeds and caring for surviving plants, with a
survival rate estimated at 60-70%. Additional planting is planned for this
winter to replace plants that did not survive. The team is also exploring new
strategies for weed suppression and adjusting plant species to improve
survival rates. Please follow Friends of Peck Park Canyon and stay tuned to
our social media for upcoming volunteer events.

The project continues to serve as an educational tool, engaging community
members through monthly walks to highlight the importance of native
plants and habitat restoration. With continued support, the Peck Park
Canyon project is making strides toward creating a thriving native plant
garden that supports local ecosystems.



https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/home/plant-resources/conze-grants/
https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2023/05/SCCNPS-Conze-Bequest-application-form-10-13-2023.pdf
https://www.laparks.org/park/peck
https://calscape.org/Isocoma-menziesii-(Menzies%27-Goldenbush)
https://calscape.org/Rhus-integrifolia-(Lemonade-Berry)
https://calscape.org/Asclepias-fascicularis-(Narrow-Leaf-Milkweed)
https://calscape.org/Asclepias-fascicularis-(Narrow-Leaf-Milkweed)
https://calscape.org/Encelia-californica-(Bush-Sunflower)
https://calscape.org/Opuntia-littoralis-(Coast-Prickly-Pear)
https://www.facebook.com/friends.of.peck.park.canyon
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Artemisia is the membership newsletter of the South Coast
Chapter of the California Native Plant Society, a nonprofit
organization.

South Coast Chapter CNPS, 23600 Telo Ave, Suite 130,
Torrance CA 90505. Website

Our chapter encompasses South Los Angeles County,
ranging from LAX in the north, Long Beach in the south,
and to Whittier in the east. We have members in more than
30 cities.

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please
email membership@sccnps.org

The mission of CNPS is to conserve California native plants

and their natural habitats and increase understanding,
appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.

California Native Plant Society, 2701 K St., Suite 1,
Sacramento CA 95816-5113. Phone 916-447-2677

Email cnps@cnps.org Website www.cnps.org

If you have questions, comments, or would like to
submit an article, announcement, or event to the
newsletter please email Angel Garcia at
southcoastvp@cnps.org

3 YouTube

Check out the channel
for recordings of our general meetings and other
chapter related events.

Stay up to date and connect with us on our
and F accounts.

President

Vice President/Newsletter Editor
Secretary

Treasurer

Horticulture Chair

Conservation Chair

At Large

At Large (Outreach)

At Large

At Large

Brent Morgan
Angel Garcia
Rosalie Preston
Geneva Martin
Tony Baker
Megan Wolff
David Berman
Cathy Zyetz
Cris Sarabia

Karen Thordarson

For a minimum $25 donation you can join our mission to
help preserve and protect California’s native plants and
places for a greener tomorrow. Members receive benefits
that include: CNPS publications like ,

, on chapter and
statewide events and with our partners, a tax write off and
more.

Join or renew your CNPS membership using a
credit card. As an option, you can go perennial! Skip the
hassle of renewal deadlines and set up an automated
monthly donation starting at $5/month. Sign up at

It is quick, easy,
convenient, and reduces renewal mailing paper waste.

Prefer to join or renew by mail? Please print out a
. Check, credit card, and direct debit
payment methods are accepted when joining by mail.



https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/
http://www.cnps.org/
http://www.cnps.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@southcoastcnps7227
https://www.instagram.com/cnps_south_coast/
https://www.facebook.com/California-Native-Plant-Society-South-Coast-Chapter-179564515419055
https://www.cnps.org/publications/flora
https://www.cnps.org/publications/scientific-journal
https://www.cnps.org/membership/member-discounts
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20001b?df_id=1500&mfc_pref=T&1500.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=F1E3F627707B3EFC2E470A0919370C6B
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2?df_id=1701&1701.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CNPS-Printable-Membership-Form.pdf
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CNPS-Printable-Membership-Form.pdf

