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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: BRENT MORGAN 

 

How is Wine Tasting Like a Native Plant Garden? 

Answer the following analogy: Wine tasting is to native plants as terroir is to ______.   

a. Conservation  

b. Elimination of pesticides   

c. Seasonality  

d. A sense of place  

e. Exploration and experience  

  

The answer is d., sense of place.  Terroir, (more completely “goût de terroir” literally meaning “taste of the soil”) 

has a figurative meaning of “sense of place” in both French and English.  After centuries of wine making, it is a 

firmly believed tenet that wines made from a particular grape, on a particular soil, with specific growing 

conditions and viticultural practices will express those in their flavors.  It’s the same with gardens, except our 

native plants have been expressing themselves for millennia, in a climate that has been only slowly varying since 

the last ice age, 15,000 years ago (1).  The garden sense of terroir is that the plants, the soil, rhythm of the garden 

all belong together.  

Gardens that use California plants are authentic, and authenticity is hard to come by these days.  Native plant 

gardens look, smell, and act like California gardens.  The local insects and birds will know the authenticity of 

your garden – that the terroir is true.  You’ll know it too when you smell the burnt rubber scent of rattlepod leaves 

or the bewitching aroma of a sage on a hot summer night.  You’ll know it when you hear small explosions of 

ripened poppy seeds.  You’ll see the seasons of our local calendar year so clearly marked with the flowering of 

redbud, the beautiful rusty color of buckwheat, the red berries of the toyon, or the turning of vitis leaves.  

Some people would pick oranges trees or palm trees as iconic plants of California, but those are short-term 

thinkers - considering less than 150 years of local history.  While interesting and sometimes useful, those things 

are as yet only a passing fad when it comes to authenticity.  It’s the oaks and the toyon that endure.  

Fall is an easy time to plant native.  Wait for first rain if you can.  Sow seed or put in the small nursery start. Help 

it along as needed – Adjust watering and your expectations: infants need your help, teens need your guidance, but 

mature adults need little attention.  Enjoy!  

1. Ignoring, of course, the most recent century of climate change.  Gardeners, being clever and caring people, will adapt their gardens and 

make the important changes that they can.  
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Conservation 

At CNPS, we believe in the power of advocacy and the 

importance our collective voices can have in protecting and 

advancing native landscapes. Recently our chapter penned two 

letter in support of conservation efforts within our chapter.  

One letter was in support of the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 

Restoration Project. The Cerritos Wetlands is a unique habitat that 

supports many wildlife and serves as a buffer to rising sea levels 

and is a recipient of our Conze Grant. We also sent a letter of 

support for the Puente-Chino Hills Wildlife Corridor.  

 

 

Events: In July our chapter held its annual in person outing. This 

year we hosted a memorable gathering at the Gardena Willows 

Wetland Preserve that was both educational and enjoyable. Attendees 

indulged in pizza and other dishes along with a drink, crafted by our 

hosts, derived of native elderberries giving us a true taste of our 

native flora!  

We were given a tour, learning about the wetland’s rich biodiversity, 

its history, restoration efforts, and even discovered the tiny but 

remarkable native tree frogs that make this sanctuary their home. Our 

explorative journey ended back where we started and we got to enjoy 

the blooms in “Mother Nature’s Backyard” demonstration garden. 

For a video recap visit our instagram page! (Links to all our pages on 

final page) 

We hope you can join us for more enriching meetings whether they 

be through zoom or in person.   

09/11 

Join us via zoom for an informative 

presentation on native plant gardening 

to prepare for our plant sale and 

planting season 

10/02 

Tentative: Join us for an in person 

meeting at the Madrona Marsh Nature 

Center for a talk on vernal pools and a 

walk through the marsh. 

11/06 

Stay tuned for more details! If you’d 

like to receive our monthly email that 

shares a brief summary of our 

upcoming speaker, local news, CNPS 

information, and other valuable 

information please email us at 

membership@sccnps.org 

12/04 

Following tradition our last general 

meeting of the year is an in person event 

where attendees can share their plant 

photos, stories, art or anything native plant 

related as we feast on a dessert potluck! 

This year our meeting meeting will be held 

at the Madrona Marsh Nature Center. 

Plant Friendly Tech 

Calscape is the ultimate guide to your native 

garden. This website is a treasure trove of 

information on native flora. The website is 

user-friendly and allows you to search through 

its vast amounts of information in various 

ways. You can search for native plants by 

name or enter you address and select from 

their list of categories that include: trees, 

grasses, annuals, groundcover, part shade and 

many more options to find a plant that is local 

to your area and meets your requirements. 

Each plant has a comprehensive profile that 

covers everything from size, water needs, 

wildlife supported and so much more. Each 

profile also lists which nurseries sell the plant 

you’re interested in.  

A recent addition, the Calscape Garden 

Planner, can help you narrow down the 

perfect plants for your garden with just 4 easy 

questions. From the style you’re looking for, 

the amount of sun you get, and what your 

priorities are (pollinators, birds, or water 

conservation) the planner will give you a list 

of plants that fit your needs! This is friendly 

and powerful tool that can help you on your 

journey to a beautiful native garden. 

 

Want to learn More? Click on the Green hyperlinks! 

https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/2023/08/01/letter-of-support-for-los-cerritos-wetlands/
https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/2023/08/01/letter-of-support-for-los-cerritos-wetlands/
https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/home/plant-resources/grants/conze-grant-recipients/
https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/2023/08/02/letter-in-support-of-puente-chino-hills-wildlife-corridor/
https://www.gardenawillows.org/
https://www.gardenawillows.org/
https://calscape.org/
https://gardenplanner.calscape.org/
https://gardenplanner.calscape.org/
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Benefits of a Native Garden 

1. Biodiversity: Native gardens provide habitats to 

many local species from bees and butterflies to 

birds and small mammals. Your garden can 

become a micro-ecosystem that actively supports 

wildlife. 

2. Water-wise: California natives have adapted to 

our local climate over hundreds of years. They 

thrive with minimal watering which can lower 

costs and help our state in future droughts. 

3. Low maintenance: Native gardens are more 

disease and pest resistant than non-natives 

reducing the need for pesticides. Native plants 

thrive in native soil reducing the need for 

amended soils or chemical fertilizers. 

4. Education: Native gardens serve as a living 

classroom where people of all ages can learn 

about the environment and importance of 

conservation. These gardens. Native gardens can 

be reminiscent of our state’s rich botanical history 

and its connection to the local wildlife and 

indigenous peoples that have lived with these 

plants for centuries.  

5. Health: The health benefits of gardening are well 

documented. From physical activity to combating 

urban heat islands and simply giving us a green 

refuge from the stresses of life, native gardens 

can provide many wellness benefit and a deep 

sense of fullfilment.  

 

Beyond Aesthetics: 

Rethinking the Role of 

Gardens 

We’re all familiar with the traditional home garden. 

A manicured lawn, colorful blooms, and neatly 

trimmed shrubs are all staples of the traditional 

garden. These components have been idealized as 

the cornerstones of a garden that provides the visual 

aesthetic many neighborhoods desire and the curb 

appeal homeowners strive for.  

We can all appreciate a beautiful garden our 

gardens’ purpose can go beyond simple adornment 

to a thriving ecosystem. By embracing a California 

native garden we not only add multidimensional 

beauty to our landscape but create a dynamic and 

lasting ecosystem that affords us a myriad of 

benefits. 

If you’d like to see a native garden in all its splendor 

consider visiting the Palos Verdes Interpretive 

Center. The garden has been cared for by Megan 

Wolff, our conservation chair, for years along with 

the many volunteers she gets. Volunteering at the 

garden helps keep it beautiful and it can be an 

educational experience where you can learn how to 

maintain a native garden. 

Photos: Megan Wolff 

https://www.rpvca.gov/facilities/facility/details/point-vicente-interpretive-center-13
https://www.rpvca.gov/facilities/facility/details/point-vicente-interpretive-center-13
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Plant Spotlight: Our quarterly newsletter will shine a spotlight on a different native plant, showcasing its 

beauty and important role in creating a resilient landscape. Whether you’re a native specialist, garden enthusiast, or 

simply a nature lover we hope you’ll join us to foster a greener and more sustainable California.  

 

Plant Overview 

 Common Name: Toyon, 

California Holly, 

 Scientific Name: Heteromeles 

arbutifolia 

 Plant Type: Evergreen shrub 

 Height: An average of 8 feet 

but their range is 6-20 ft 

 Leaves: Dark green and 

toothed resembeling those of 

holly plants 

 Flower: Clusters of small white 

flowers in late spring to early 

summer 

 Fruit: Bright red berries in the 

winter 

Ecological and Environmental Role 

Toyon’s ecological importance cannot be understated. It plays a vital role 

in the ecosystem by providing resources for many local species. 

 Caterpillars of certain moths and butterflies feed on Toyon leaves.  

 Toyon flowers provide nectar for native bees, butterflies, and 

hummingbirds. 

 Various bird species feed on the red berries and use the dense 

foliage for nesting and shelter from predators. 

 

Adaptations and Garden Benefits 

Toyon is a beautiful addition to any landscape and its adaptations to our 

local environment make it a sustainable choice for modern California 

landscapes.  

 Toyon’s deep roots help it access subsurface moisture and makes it 

a champion against erosion. 

 Toyon thrives in full sun to partial shade 

 It isn’t picky about soil types and can handle frequent summer 

watering if they have good drainage. 

 Toyon is resistant to most pest and diseases so you don’t need to 

use harmful pesticides. 

 A study from UC Berkelely regenerate post fire. A crucial 

adaptation in fire prone areas. 

 Toyon has a mounding habit but can be shaped as a tree, hedge, or 

espaliered. If you’d like to see some beautifully hedged toyons, 

George F. Canyon Nature Preserve has toyon hedges leading to the 

native demonstration garden. 

Cultural and Human Importance 

 In 2012 was selected as the official native plant of Los Angeles.  

 The vast expanses of Toyon or “California Holly” that had been 

growing for hundreds, if not thousands of years, in the Hollywood 

Hills may have contributed to the name “Hollywood”.  

 According to Nature Collective, indigenous tribes used Toyon for 

various things. Cooked berries were eaten, an infusion from leaves 

and bark was used to treat wounds and sores, and the hard wood 

was used for tools and weapons. 

 A 2016 study found that Toyon contains several compounds that 

may be of interest in Alzheimer treatment. 

https://archive.org/details/plantsuccessiono685samp
https://www.rollinghillsestates.gov/government/community-services/city-parks-facilities-trails/george-f-canyon-nature-center-stein-hale-nature-trail
https://archive.org/details/plantsuccessiono685samp
https://nhm.org/stories/california-holly-how-hollywood-didnt-get-its-name
https://naturecollective.org/plant-guide/details/toyon/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5456246/
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Have something to 
share? 

 

President  Brent Morgan 

Vice President/Newsletter Editor Angel Garcia 

Secretary Rosalie Preston 

Treasurer Geneva Martin 

Horticulture Chair  Tony Baker 

Conservation Chair Megan Wolff 

At Large David Berman 

At Large (Outreach) Cathy Zyetz 

At Large Cris Sarabia 

At Large Karen Thordarson 

Artemisia is the membership newsletter of the South 

Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant Society, a 

nonprofit organization. 

South Coast Chapter CNPS, 23600 Telo Ave, Suite 130, 

Torrance CA 90505. Website www.sccnps.org Our 

chapter encompasses South Los Angeles County, 

ranging from LAX in the north, Long Beach in the 

south, and to Whittier in the east. We have members in 

more than 30 cities.  

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please 

email membership@sccnps.org 

The mission of CNPS is to conserve California native 

plants and their natural habitats and increase 

understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of 

native plants.  

California Native Plant Society, 2701 K St., Suite 1, 

Sacramento CA 95816-5113. Phone 916-447-2677 

Email cnps@cnps.org Website www.cnps.org 

rtemisia A 

If you have questions, comments, or would like 

to submit an article, announcement, or event to 

the newsletter please email Angel Garcia at 

angel.ggarcia@proton.me 

Check out the South Coast CNPS YouTube channel for 

recordings of our general meetings and other chapter related 

events. 

Stay up to date and connect with us on 

our Instagram and Facebook accounts. 

C N P S  M E M B E R S H I P  
 

For a minimum $25 donation you can join our mission 

to help preserve and protect California’s native plants 

and places for a greener tomorrow. Members receive 

benefits that include: CNPS publications like Flora 

Magazine, Artemisia Scientific Journal, discounts on 

chapter and statewide events and with our partners, a 

tax write off and more.  

 

 

Join or renew your CNPS membership online using a 

credit card.  As an option, you can go perrenial! Skip 

the hassle of renewal deadlines and set up an automated 

monthly donation starting at $5/month. Sign up at 

CNPS.org/perennial-membership It is quick, easy, 

convenient, and reduces renewal mailing paperwaste.  

 

Prefer to join or renew by mail? Please print out a mail-

in membership form. Check, credit card, and direct 

debit payment methods are accepted when joining by 

mail.  

 

http://www.sccnps.org/
mailto:membership@sccnps.org
mailto:cnps@cnps.org
http://www.cnps.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDQmHwmtknjz2T5eJLc30iQ
https://www.instagram.com/cnps_south_coast/?hl=en
https://m.facebook.com/CNPS.South.Coast/
https://www.cnps.org/publications/flora
https://www.cnps.org/publications/flora
https://www.cnps.org/publications/scientific-journal
https://www.cnps.org/membership/member-discounts
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20001b?df_id=1500&mfc_pref=T&1500.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=F1E3F627707B3EFC2E470A0919370C6B
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2?df_id=1701&1701.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CNPS-Printable-Membership-Form.pdf

