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Dudleya: what are 

they and what’s going 

on with them? Learn 

about the efforts 

being taken to protect 

them and our contest 

to name our chapter’s 

mascot! 
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Bird Feeders: A 

salmonella outbreak 

has hit the western 

United States. Find out 

how to mitigate the 

spread and how CA 

natives can help. 
 

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS  
       

06/07 
General meeting via zoom: Join us 

for a talk about the Willow Springs 

Park. We will be accepting naming 

submissions for our new dudleya 

mascot. 

 

06/19 
Talk and tour of Willow Springs Park 

in Long Beach, CA. It was opened 

in 2017 after and extensive 

restoration project including 

natives. RSVP needed.  

07/05 
Genral meeting via zoom: Tracey Drake, Park Services Manager for the City of 

Torrance will give an update on parks. 
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Summer in the 

Garden: Summer is 

upon us! Find out what 

that means for a CA 

native garden and 

what’s in bloom. 
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DUDLEYAS IN DANGER: 

Dudleya are a small genus of 50 succulent species, 

26 of which are native to California. These dudleya are sun 

loving and drought tolerant plants with small charming 

rosettes with a range of colors. In recent years, succulents 

have gone viral and become the “it” plant to have 

because they are easy to care for, tend to stay small, and 

have unique colors and leaf shapes. 

The surge in succulent popularity over the last 

decade has spread so far that you can now find 

succulents in big box stores, grocery stores, and their 

images plastered on t-shirts, pins and just about anything 

else you can think of on trendy websites and stores. The 

problem is that many  

 
CNPS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – SPRING/SUMMER 2021 

Summer is fast approaching. With it comes the hope that we will be able to socialize and 

meet in person. The past year, we have continued our program meetings via Zoom. 

Although it is not the same as getting together in person, virtual meetings have allowed us to 

have record attendance. Over 75 people attended Tony Baker’s ethnobotany talk. Some of 

our talks are recorded and available to view on You Tube.  

We have excellent programs scheduled for the rest of the year. June 7th will be a Zoom 

presentation about Willow Springs in Long Beach. This will be followed by a field trip to Willow 

Springs on Saturday June 19.  July 5th Zoom program will be an update on parks in Torrance 

including Madrona Marsh and the new Torrance transit center. We are in the process of 

updating our website so please check it to see the progress.  

This year, we are pleased to welcome Angel Garcia as our newsletter editor and our new 

board members Cathy Zyetz and Victoria Gutierrez. Thank you to all of our existing board 

members for all of your hard work. 

We continue to get applications and award money through our Conze Grant program for 

“Native plant garden projects.” We are still accepting applications. 

Thank you to our record number of chapter members for being part of CNPS. Our CNPS 

state organization is strong and doing great work. CNPS is trying hard to become a more 

diverse organization and we welcome everyone’s participation. 

 

 

Meet our 
new 

mascot! 
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collectors are not content with buying nursery grown dudleya. 

Buyers on the black market are after decades old, large, wild 

dudleya.  

According to npr, in 2017 the California Department of 

Fish (CDFW) and Wildlife caught onto a major problem fueled 

by the succulent craze. An officer from the department 

received a tip that a man was attempting to ship a package 

that contained dozens of dudleya. Since then, officers have 

received multiple tips relating to dudleya poaching and 

officers have confronted multiple poachers.  

While some of the dudleya being poached are not 

endangered, they could become endangered along with the 

rest of their ecosystem. Large scale poaching takes away a 

food source for native wildlife, it speeds up erosion, allows 

invasive species to take over, and reduces biodiversity. Staff 

from the CDFW along with volunteers have been hard at work 

replanting recovered succulents. With close monitoring the 

replanted succulents may survive but the damage has been 

done. The best way to help our dudleya and its environment is 

to prevent further poaching. 

Vigilance on behalf of the Department of Fish and 

Wildlife has proven effective as they have stopped many small 

and large scale poaching operations, one of which yielded 

over 600 pounds of dudleya worth over $600,000. Some 

individuals of these poaching operations have been tried and 

prosecuted successfully according to CDFW but district 

attorneys and officials have had to focus their cases on criminal conspiracy and other related 

crimes. Assembly member Christopher Ward of San Diego has introduced legislation that would 

explicitly make dudleya poaching and selling illegal. Assembly Bill 223 could deter poachers from 

continuing to destroy a fragile ecosystem and give law enforcement the authority to properly 

penalize those who continue to poach our beloved dudleya. 

 

We need your help 

naming our macot! 

Our island green dudleya is a 

perennial succulent ranging 

from 3-8 inches tall with white, 

red, or orange flowers that 

bloom April-June. It feels right 

at home in the rocky coastal 

bluffs of Catalina Island, Palos 

Verdes, and Torrance. We 

need your help to give this 

little guy a name!  

We will be accepting name 

submissions during our monthly 

meeting on June 7th. If you 

cannot attend the meeting 

we will also be accepting 

name suggestions through our 

Facebook, Instagram, and 

email all of which can be 

found below. Once we have 

our submissions we will open 

up voting on the submissions. 

The winner of the naming 

contest will receive their very 

own, ethically sourced, 

dudleya! 

If you see unlawful poaching or pollution you are encouraged to call CalTIP at (888) 334-2258 or 

send a text to tip411. Both methods are part of CDFW’s confidential witness program an you 

may remian anonymous.  A reward can result from a susccesful capture and prosecution.  

https://www.npr.org/2018/05/20/611570479/the-case-of-the-stolen-succulents
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Science-Institute/News/ArticlePage/2/tag/poaching
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/south-korean-nationals-indicted-charges-they-poached-wild-succulent-plants-illegal
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/04/06/cdfw-wildlife-officers-arrest-three-for-poaching-succulents-in-humboldt-county/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB223
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Have a native garden? 

Consider making your own native plant bouquet and giving it to a friend or 

neighbor (taking covid restrictions into consideration of course). You could 

help someone else learn about the benefits of native plants and inspire 

them to add native plants to their garden! Alternatively, leave the flowers 

for the birds and the bees and simply post your flowering natives on social 

media for everyone to see how beautiful and beneficial a native garden 

can be. Be sure to tag us, we’d love to see what’s growing in your garden! 

@cnps_south_coast or on Facebook 

 

 

NATIVE PLANT WEEK 
 

April 13th to the 21st is  

California Native Plant Week. 

Continuing tradition for the  

ninth year SCCNPS’s Chapter 

Secretary, Rosalie Preston,  

made two beautiful bouquets 

made from California native 

plants sourced from various local gardens. In previous years these bouquets were delivered to 

local officials, libraries, and city halls with information on the benefits of native plants and how to 

incorporate them into gardens. This tradition was in keeping with the intent of the resolution that 

encouraged the promotion of conserving, restoring, and appreciation of our native flora.  

 

Unfortunately, the pandemic once again prevented the bouquets from being physically 

delivered to their intended recipients. Instead, local officials were emailed pictures and information 

about the native plants that went into making these bouquets. We hope 2022 will allow us to once 

again deliver native bouquets so that their beauty and message can be appreciated more 

personally.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DINE-IN CLOSED 

Bird lovers beware. The CDC has reported a salmonella outbreak that has resulted in 19 

illnesses nationwide, including 3 in California thus far. After interviewing the patients as part of an 

investigation, the CDC has determined wild birds and bird feeders are the likely cause of the 

spread. While the number of reported cases may be low, officials believe the actual number to be 

higher given that not all people require hospitalization and the symptoms aren’t always linked to 

salmonella. Following a year of COVID-19 it’s better to be on the safe side and follow the 

precautions while the numbers are still low.  

 So how can we mitigate the spread and create a safer environment for birds? Wildlife 

officials suggest that the simplest way is to take down your bird feeders for the moment. Bird 

feeders and bird baths may provide a pleasant sight as bird of all species come together in our  

2021 Native 
plant 
bouquets 
by Rosalie 
Preston, 
SCCNPS 

https://www.instagram.com/cnps_south_coast/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/California-Native-Plant-Society-South-Coast-Chapter-179564515419055/
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/typhimurium-04-21/index.html
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2021/02/08/salmonellosis-outbreak-causing-songbird-deaths/
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2021/02/08/salmonellosis-outbreak-causing-songbird-deaths/
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yards but these items are the ideal breeding ground for the bacteria to spread. Birds get sick when 

they come in contact with food and water that have been contaminated with feces from an ill 

bird. A single bird feeder will attract many birds, often at the same time, which heavily increases 

the chances of coming in contact with the bacteria. By removing these hotspots, you force birds to 

spread out and “social distance” as they search for sustenance.  

 If you’d still like to attract birds to your 

yard consider adding native plants to your 

garden! Sure bird feeders provide seeds to 

supplement adult birds’ diet but their young 

rely mostly on insects. Native plants go beyond 

seeds and provide birds with shelter, nesting 

material, fruits and insects; everything needed 

to sustain native birds’ full life cycle and the 

needs of migratory birds.  

 Not sure how to incorporate bird friendly 

plants into your garden? Here are some simple 

tips. Start by using Calscape’s Garden Planner 

to see which plants are suited to your location 

and are beneficial to birds. If possible add 

some native trees, hedges, and shrubs of 

varying heights to provide shelter for birds to 

rest, hide from predators, and nest. These plants 

also double as a food source by providing 

fruits, seeds, and hosting insects. Flowering 

annuals and perennials also offer insects, fruits, 

and seeds in addition to nectar for hummingbirds while native grasses provide nesting material.  

 Native plants, in general, require less maintenance and California Audubon shares how this 

beneficial for everyone. Adding native plants may draw more insects to your yard but these tend 

to be beneficial native insects that are a great food source for birds. This means you can lower or 

stop your insecticide usage. Native plants also require less pruning which is huge plus for our 

winged friends. Rather than doing a hard pruning in early spring, spread it out so there’s always a 

dense canopy of protection for nesting and resting. Deadheading extends bloom times but it also 

prevents flowers from going to seed so consider leaving a few flowers to go through their natural 

cycle. Planting natives instead of setting out the bird feeder may seem like a hassle but you are 

restoring nature and providing full support to a multitude of wildlife.  

Find the perfect native plants for your garden with 4 
simple questions!

California Fuschia Toyon

Coast live oak Nevin's barberry

You can report dead birds to CDFW using their mortality reporting form. (Caution: disposable gloves should be worn 

when handling bird feeders, bird baths, and dead birds. Contact your local wildlife rehabilitation center for advice 

if sick birds are found. 

https://gardenplanner.calscape.org/
https://ca.audubon.org/westernsnowyplover/plants-birds
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Laboratories/Wildlife-Health/Monitoring/Mortality-Report
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SUMMER TIME IN THE GARDEN 

 Spring is mostly behind us and some of our flowering 

native gardens are looking a tad gloomy. As the 

temperatures continue to rise and our native gardens 

continue to dry up you may be tempted to water in the 

hope that things perk back up but that may be grave 

mistake. Even in the midst of a drought, we are fortunate 

enough to have water available for our daily needs but 

the majority of our native plants have adapted to our dry Mediterranean summers and are 

typically better off without supplemental irrigation. Many of our native plants are summer dormant 

and providing direct irrigation even once during the dry summer season may be too much.    

 Just because most California natives are summer dormant doesn’t mean your garden has to 

look completely dry. If you plan ahead you can year round color in your garden or plants that will 

peak in summer. Plants like California fuchsia are drought tolerant, fast growing, garden friendly 

and best of all they flower spring through fall attracting lots of bees and hummingbirds. It’s not too 

late to plant California fuchsia for pop of color in the fall. Abutilon palmeri (Indian mallow) is native 

to our deserts and is another fast growing plant that will do well in most gardens flowering until 

early winter. Many buckwheat like Eriogonum parvifloium (Sea cliff buckwheat) and Eriogonum 

fasciculatum (California Buckwheat flower in the summer before their flowers dry to pretty red rust 

color that adds a pop of color once the flowers are gone.  

 Accepting that spring is 

behind us and finding beauty in 

what it left behind can also help 

us appreciate our native yards. 

Mahonia nevinii (Nevin’s 

barberry) will have stopped 

flowering by summer but it’s 

followed by a dense covering 

of red berries that look beautiful 

and attract birds to your 

garden. Aesculus californica 

(California buckeye) drops its 

leaves in the summer without 

supplemental irrigation but its 

silvery multi-trunk can be an 

interesting and focal point juxtaposed against evergreen perennials. Remember that as the showy 

spring display our gardens gave us fades, our natives are still providing birds with seeds, nesting 

materials, and creating natural mulch.  

 

  

California 

Buckeye

California 
Buckwheat

Indian 
Mallow

CA natives during 
summer

Golden 
yarrow

Sacred Datura

To find out more about 

recommended watering 

practices visit the Calscape 

Planting Guide. 

https://www.cnps.org/gardening/garden-qa-year-round-color-in-a-california-native-garden-9931
https://calscape.org/planting-guide.php
https://calscape.org/planting-guide.php
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Artemisia is the membership newsletter of the South Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant Society, a 

nonprofit organization. 

South Coast Chapter CNPS, 23600 Telo Ave, Suite 130, Torrance CA 90505. Website www.sccnps.org Our chapter 

encompasses South Los Angeles County, ranging from LAX in the north, Long Beach in the south, and to Whittier in 

the east. We have members in more than 30 cities.  

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please email membership@sccnps.org 

Anything related to Artemisia can be emailed to Angel Garcia, Newsletter Chair, at 

angel.garcia.144@my.csun.edu 

The mission of CNPS is to conserve California native plants and their natural habitats and increase understanding, 

appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.  

California Native Plant Society, 2701 K St., Suite 1, Sacramento CA 95816-5113. Phone 916-447-2677 

Email cnps@cnps.org Website www.cnps.org 

ARTEMISIA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@cnps_south_coast     CNPS South Coast 

South Coast Chapter CNPS 

President  David Berman cnps.preseident@yahoo.com 

Vice President Cris Sarabia 

Secretary Rosalie Preston 

Treasurer Geneva Martin 

Horticulture Chair  Tony Baker 

Conservation Co-Chair Victoria Gutierrez 

Pt. Vicente Volunteer Coordinator Karen Thordarson 

Conservation Co-Chair Cathy Zyetz  

Artemisia Newsletter  Angel Garcia  

Madrona Marsh Liaison Carol Roelen 

Webmaster Brent Morgan 

Pt. Vicente Garden Coordinator Megan Wolff megan@sccnps.org 

 

 

C N P S  M E M B E R S H I P  
 

For Credit cards: Renew your CNPS membership 

online.  As an option, set it up to renew automatically 

year after year. It is quick, easy, convenient, and 

reduces renewal mailing costs. www.cnps.org.  

 

CNPS Membership 

 Benefactor  $ 2,500 

 Patron  $ 1,000 

 Supporter  $ 500 

 Plant Lover $ 120 

 Individual  $   50 

 Student/Fixed Income $   25 

Go Perrenial! Skip the hassle of renewal deadlines 

and set up an automated monthly donation starting 

at $5/month. Sign up at CNPS.org/perennial-

membership 

Make your check out to “CNPS” and mail with this 

form to: 

CNPS, 2707 K St, Suite 1, Sacramento CA 95816-5113 

 

Affiliation: South Coast Chapter 

 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip  

 

http://www.sccnps.org/
mailto:membership@sccnps.org
mailto:angel.garcia.144@my.csun.edu
mailto:cnps@cnps.org
http://www.cnps.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cnps_south_coast/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/California-Native-Plant-Society-South-Coast-Chapter-179564515419055/
mailto:cnps.preseident@yahoo.com
mailto:megan@sccnps.org
http://www.cnps.org/
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2?df_id=1701&1701.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2?df_id=1701&1701.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T

