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January 2023                                                                                             Chrissy Freeman, Editor 

Special In-Person Program with Jennifer Jewell 
March 11 

Invitations to and from the Garden: 
Cultivating Places & People 

Co-sponsored with Master Gardeners of Nevada County 
 

Come hear one of the leading voices on the 
interconnectedness of gardening to the world around us, 
Jennifer Jewell, author and host of the national radio 
program and podcast Cultivating Place. This in-person 
presentation, jointly sponsored by the Redbud Chapter 
CNPS and the Master Gardeners of Nevada County, will 
start at 2 p.m. on March 11at Peace Lutheran Church in 
Grass Valley. 
 
Tickets go on sale online Wednesday, January 25. The 
price is $20. Tickets will likely sell out quickly. Buy yours 
right away so you don't miss out on this special 
opportunity! 
 
Gardening for Positive Change 
Jennifer Jewell will explore the philosophy of Cultivating 
Place. This view centers on the belief that gardens and 

Gretchen Cole 

https://www.cultivatingplace.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jennifer-jewell-tickets-519107212647
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gardeners are powerful agents and spaces for positive change in our world, addressing 
challenges as wide-ranging as climate change, habitat and biodiversity loss, cultural 
polarization, and individual and communal health and wellbeing.  
 
Attendees will see this power of gardens and gardeners through a lens of invitation — 
invitations we recognize and accept from our gardens in our roles as gardeners, and invitations 
we extend to the greater world through our gardening practices.  
 
Jennifer will walk her audience through examples of such invitations taken from interviews on 
her weekly program and from her books. She has authored the award-winning The Earth in Her 
Hands (2020) on horticultural women in leadership roles, and Under Western Skies: Visionary 
Gardens from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Coast (2021), about beautiful and innovative 
place-based, native-plant, ecological gardens that celebrate western landscapes, with amazing 
photography by Caitlin Atkinson. Such resources, inspirations and invitations become 
blueprints guiding us in ways we can all grow our world better — and beautifully. 
 
Jennifer’s books will be for sale at this event, and she will do book signings after the program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About Jennifer 
Jennifer Jewell is the host of the national award-winning weekly public radio program and 
podcast Cultivating Place: Conversations on Natural History and the Human Impulse to Garden. 
 

Nancy Gilbert 

A welcoming garden in our local area that supports both human relaxation and wildlife 

https://www.workman.com/products/the-earth-in-her-hands/hardback
https://www.workman.com/products/the-earth-in-her-hands/hardback
https://www.workman.com/products/under-western-skies/hardback
https://www.workman.com/products/under-western-skies/hardback
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She is also author of The Earth in Her Hands, 75 Extraordinary Women Working in the World of 
Plants (Timber Press, 2020), and Under Western Skies, Visionary Gardens from the Rockies to 
the Pacific Coast (Timber Press, May 2021). In late 2023, Timber Press will publish her third 
book, What We Sow — focusing on the importance of seed in our personal, cultural, garden, 
environmental, and economic lives.  
 
Jewell’s greatest passion is elevating the way we think and talk about gardening, the 
empowerment of gardeners, and the possibility inherent in the intersection of places, 
environments, cultures, individuals and the gardens that bring them together beautifully — for 
the betterment of all the lives on this generous planet. 
 

 

Volunteer to Help with Jennifer Jewell Program 
 
Imagine waking up March 12, feeling great because you played a part in bringing Jennifer Jewell 
to our community on March 11! To help, email Redbud. We need volunteers before and at the 
event. Many volunteer time slots are just 1 to 2 hours.  
 
You won’t need to volunteer during the event. Buy your event ticket promptly, to make sure 
you get a spot for the program. (See preceding article for details.) Volunteer needs include: 
 
Before March 11 

• Make goodies to sell 

• Help a bit with publicity, in conjunction with Master Gardener publicity folks 

• Create 11”x17” event parking signs for the venue’s existing A-frames 
 
Set up event 
Help set up: 

• Parking and outdoor directional signs 

• Tech 

• Refreshments 

• Redbud info table & books 

• Be a door monitors 
 
At the event 

• Take tickets and direct the audience 

• Sell goodies 

• Help at the Redbud information table 

• Clean up (tech, refreshment areas, 
tables, trash & recycling) 

 
Want to help set up or staff Redbud’s info table? 
Bake or sell goodies? 

mailto:redbudchapter@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Jennifer%20Jewell
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To volunteer or ask questions, email Redbud with “Volunteer for Jennifer Jewell” in the subject 
line. Let us know what you’d like to do. 
 

Read Any Good Environmental Impact Reports Lately? 
By Leslie Warren, Conservation Advocacy Cochair 
 
Major changes to the habitats around us don’t happen in a vacuum. Often they result from 
public processes at the local government level that are guided by state environmental law. Our 
Redbud Conservation Advocacy Committee strives to participate in these public processes in 
order to benefit native plants.  
 
What We Review and Why 
Such governmental processes often center around Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs). 
Members of our Redbud Conservation Advocacy Committee review Draft EIRs of proposed 
projects to evaluate the EIR’s assessment of  adverse impacts of development and proposed 
remedies to mitigate those impacts. Too frequently, authors of EIRs fail to identify some 
significant impacts. Our job is to identify and describe inadequacies relevant to native plants 
and their habitats and suggest mitigations or alternatives that will benefit the environment and 
our quality of life.  
 
Reading to Help Native Plants 
Reading a voluminous EIR is a big undertaking, and in our fast-growing counties and cities, 
many EIRs are being released for public comment. 
 
We can really use help from our talented pool of Redbud members! We can train you in how to 
read and comment on an EIR. Split an EIR review with other volunteers; sign up with a friend, or 
make a new friend by partnering with another committee volunteer. If you’d like to discuss 
some aspects of an EIR with other committee members, we’re always here for you.  

 
Make a Difference for Native Plants 

Stand up for Tahoe! 
 

After losing in court, a global capital venture firm again 
seeks to expand development in Palisades Tahoe 
(formerly Squaw Valley). Stop this by submitting 
comments on the Draft EIR (and sign a petition) to 
Placer County by January 30. 
 

LEARN MORE & SUBMIT COMMENTS 

mailto:redbudchapter@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Jennifer%20Jewell
https://www.sierrawatch.org/tahoe-truckee-true/take-action-to-keep-tahoe-truckee-true/
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You might volunteer to monitor your county’s Community Development Agency’s website and 
sign up to get notifications when proposed projects have new EIRs available to the public. (This 
agency handles land use and building permits, among other responsibilities.)  
 
If you’re interested in a particular development project, you could dive into reading and 
commenting on its EIR. By law, any comments you submit must be specifically addressed and 
will become part of the Final EIR. Your comments could really change the outcome of a project 
or even raise issues that cause a project to be denied. 
 
If this work interests you, please email the Redbud Conservation Advocacy Committee. We’d so 
appreciate your support and participation in this important work. Together, we can do more! 
 

 

Native Plants and New Development 

By Leslie Warren, Conservation Advocacy Co-Chair 
 
California has a law that local governments must require developers of commercial projects and 
of residential projects of four or more units to use drought-tolerant plants (trees, shrubs, forbs, 
grasses, etc.) in landscaping the project. Our Conservation Advocacy Committee is committed 
to strengthening this requirement, so that it also mandates that such new developments install 
landscaping that is 70 percent native; this will help preserve and restore essential habitat for 
pollinators and wildlife. Our committee is working with local agencies, and CNPS as a whole is 
working with state agencies, to achieve this goal.   
 
Recently, members of our committee met with staff of the County of Placer Community 
Development office to learn how the County has been implementing this state law and if 
“drought-tolerant plants” includes plants native to Placer County.  
 
Plant Lists Without Native Plants 
We learned that Placer County’s Landscape Ordinance makes no mention of native plants. 
 
We reviewed the approved plant list for a recently-permitted 5,600-unit subdivision of single-
family homes on former vernal pool-rich grasslands in western Placer County. Of the 300 
“approved” plants, only five species are native to California — and of those five plants, three 
are native to the Los Angeles basin and two are native to the Catalina Islands. The list contained 
no plants local to Placer County or even surrounding areas. 
 
We asked ourselves: With all the expertise at the county staff level, how this could be? On 
reflection, we realized that it resulted from lack of education. 
 
Educating County Staff 

mailto:redbudadvocacy@gmail.com
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As we know so well, native plants and animals co-evolved in complex food webs. The survival of 
our native insects, birds, fungi, microbes and other species depends on native plants. We know 
native plants are the foundation of our ecosystem and critical to biodiversity.  
 
Accordingly, our Conservation Advocacy Committee has set two relevant goals: 

• Educate county staff and other local government agencies about the value of native 
plants 

• Convince Placer County to amend the Landscape Ordinance to require at least 70 
percent native plants in new landscapes. We want to ensure that, someday, 
landscaping in new development projects will feed butterflies and other insects unable 
to use non-native plant species for food or as host plants. 

 
Bring Native Plants into New Development 
Want to help us with this goal? Email our committee. Let us know which county you live in. 
We’re also working on similar issues in Nevada County. 
 

 

Final Environmental Impact Report Issued for Idaho Maryland Mine 
Take Action! 

By Jeanne Wilson, Conservation Advocacy C-Chair 
 
On December 16, the Planning Department of the Nevada County  Community Development 
Agency issued the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the proposed Idaho Maryland 
Mine (IMM) project. Redbud previously submitted comments on the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report,  focusing on the planned destruction of wetlands habitat as well as other 
impacts on native plants, but these comments were rejected in their entirety by the FEIR.  
 
Submit Your Comments Now! 
We have a few remaining chances to influence the  approval process — in written comments 
and by speaking at separate public hearings on this report before the Planning Commission and 
the Board of Supervisors. Public comments submitted up until the final decision of the Board of 
Supervisors become part of the record for any later court action.   
 

mailto:redbudadvocacy@gmail.com
https://www.nevadacountyca.gov/3655/Idaho-Maryland-Mine-Final-EIR
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To be included in the documents considered by the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors in reaching their decisions, however, any public comments must be submitted at 
least seven days before the hearing. The Planning Commission hearing is tentatively scheduled 
for February 9, so email your 
comments by February 2. 
 
FEIR Ignores Impacts on Wetlands 
and Plants 
The FEIR has more than four 
volumes of comments and 
responses; the first four volumes 
contain over 8600 pages. The 
Introduction to Volume VI, Chapter 
3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR Text” 
makes clear that the FEIR ignores all 
concerns raised in comments on the DEIR. It characterizes all changes appearing in the Final 
Environmental Impact Report as “minor”. Its conclusion is that:  

(The changes) “represent minor clarifications/amplifications of the analysis contained in 
the DEIR and do not constitute significant new information that, in accordance with 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5, would trigger the need to recirculate portions or all of 
the DEIR.” Section 3.1, Introduction, Volume 6, Chapter 3, page 3. 

 
Both the DEIR and the FEIR omit any analysis of the environmental impacts of the mine on the 
wetlands and protected plant species found on the Centennial Site, despite the fact that both 
the Draft and Final EIR contemplate the destruction of 98 percent of the wetlands on the site, 
among other impacts. The Redbud Chapter comments demonstrate that this approach 
represents an unlawful attempt to split the environmental analysis of a single site and project 
into two separate processes.  
 
The FEIR also contains inaccurate assertions about the timing and adequacy of supplemental 
plant surveys done at the site. You can review the Redbud comments on the DEIR, and, as soon 
as they are completed, our comments on the FEIR’s rejection of each of those comments, in the 
Conservation section of our website. 
 
Will We Go to Court? 
Redbud’s comments highlight several legal deficiencies in the DEIR, which the FEIR rejects. 
These legal arguments are based on California case law. If the Nevada County Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors approve the FEIR despite its numerous defects, 
protecting these wetlands and protected native plants from IMM will likely require litigation. 
 
You Can Help 
You can take steps to help stop this proposal, which would destroy wetlands and harm 
protected plant species, among many other negative impacts to Grass Valley and Nevada 
County: 

Jeanne Wilson 
Brunswick Pond 

Jeanne Wilson 

mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Idaho.MMEIR@nevadacountyca.gov
https://www.nevadacountyca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/46408/6_IMM-FEIR_Volume-VIB---Chapter-3-Revisions-to-Draft-EIR-Text--Chapter-4-Mitigation-Monitoring-and-Reporting-Program
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/conservation/
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• Join the Redbud Chapter Conservation Advocacy Committee. Contact us.   

• Donate to Redbud Chapter CNPS to support advocacy efforts to stop the mine. 

• Subscribe to the Minewatch newsletter and read email updates.  

• Write an email or letter to the Nevada County Board of Supervisors (BOS) and speak up at BOS 
meetings to express your concerns about the mine project. You can send a single email that will 
reach all five members of the Board. 

• Help with and attend community and public agency meetings, including Planning Commission 
and Board of Supervisors meetings. Regardless of the meeting agenda, each agency meeting 
starts with an opportunity for public comment. Minewatch has valuable tips for commenting. 

• Make a tax-deductible donation to Community Environmental Advocates to support research, 
community education, and legal fees related to the IMM fight. 

 
Questions or comments? Email us. 
 

Podcasts for Native-Plant Lovers 
By Chrissy Freeman, with Tece Markel, Shane Hanofee, and Amy Branum 
 
When working outside or walking or driving, we often listen to the quiet and the birds. 
Sometimes, we listen to podcasts about native plants that teach not only about native plants 
but also about gardening with native plants, efforts to improve our world, and related realms of 
knowledge. 
 
None of us has discovered a podcast that focuses entirely on California native plants. So we’re 
providing the closest equivalents we’ve found: podcasts with many episodes relevant to 
California native plants, or at least with several spot-on episodes. Try some. They’re all free! 
 
You’ll find an expanded version of this article on our website, with links to specific podcast 
episodes relevant to native-plant folks. 
 
Cultivating Place. This podcast has the greatest number of episodes 
featuring California native plants of any podcast. CNPS is a major 
supporter. Host Jennifer Jewell, who lives in Chico, will be our in-
person speaker on March 11. (See Upcoming Events.) 
 
In Defense of Plants. This very informative podcast used to be strictly 
East-Coast oriented but, as it has become more popular, has 
branched out to cover the world. Many episodes feature California 
native plants. 
 
Golden State Naturalist. A California-centric podcast, curated by 
Michelle Fullner who is a certified California Naturalist.  
 

E Aldrete 

Come hear Jennifer Jewell! 

mailto:redbudadvocacy@gmail.com
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/Donation2?df_id=1480&mfc_pref=T&1480.donation=form1
https://www.minewatchnc.org/subscribe
https://www.minewatchnc.org/post/comment-at-board-of-supervisors-meetings
mailto:bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us
mailto:bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us
https://www.minewatchnc.org/post/comment-at-board-of-supervisors-meetings
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=iWsVGSfw9W06chSsx4LfjzvsNJ7fqFmps99Sj4YqnIUQkoI3-00nQYUIPGnvsUyRJlij2FKy8OrBCBIr
mailto:redbudadvocacy@gmail.com
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/resources/
https://www.cultivatingplace.com/
https://www.indefenseofplants.com/
https://www.goldenstatenaturalist.com/
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Backyard Ecology. Several of us love this one; though many of the  
plants mentioned are not local to us (because the host lives in Kentucky), much of the 
information can be applied here too. 
 
Completely Arbortrary. Each episode focuses on a different species (occasionally genus), 
including occasional episodes about California natives. 
 
Wild Plant Culture. This podcast focuses on restoring edible and medicinal native-plant 
communities. Host Jared Rosenbaum lives in New Jersey (where he runs a nursery focused on 
local ecotypes), but he also covers ecological restoration and traditional land management. 
 
Gardenerd Tip of the Week. Though this podcast often focuses on edible plants and sustainable 
landscaping rather than native plants, several episodes are quite relevant. 
 
Ologies. Every episode covers a different area of knowledge; some relevant to native plants and 
ecology. 
 
How to Listen to Podcasts 
On a smartphone, you can listen via your phone’s default podcast app (Apple Podcasts or 
Google Podcasts). On a laptop, use your browser; just search for the podcast name. Other apps 
are available, too. If you “subscribe” to a podcast, it will show up on your personal list of 
podcasts. You can bookmark or share a podcast you really like.  
 
If you recommend any other relevant podcasts, we can post an update.   
 

 

Grow with Redbud in 2023 
By Diane Wetzel, Redbud Membership Chair, and Jeanne Wilson 
 
We’re thrilled to welcome new and returning members to our chapter — Redbud is larger than 
ever! We’re looking forward to meeting you and getting together in many kinds of activities in 
the coming year.  
 
The best way to meet others, join in, and make friends, is to volunteer to help with our wide 
array of projects and activities, from nursery monitoring to field trips, from attending and 
helping organize speaker programs to joining Redbud advocacy and conservation efforts, to 
propagating, growing, and selling local native species. 
 
The Redbud Chapter has an impressive track record of researching, educating about, exploring, 
and advocating for the native plants of Nevada and Placer Counties. We have published 
comprehensive guides to the Wildflowers and Trees and Shrubs of Nevada and Placer Counties. 
We’ve actively advocated for our local native plant heritage at the local and state level, on 
issues such as proposed housing and commercial developments, planned mines and dams that 

https://www.backyardecology.net/
https://arbortrarypod.com/
https://wildplantculture.com/podcast
https://gardenerd.com/
https://www.alieward.com/ologies
mailto:nativeplanthelp@gmail.com
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/resources/redbud-books/
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could impact rare plants and sensitive plant communities, and protection and preservation of 
unique sites such as Hell’s Half Acre.  
 
For decades, we’ve hosted annual native plant sales offering primarily local native species to 
Nevada and Placer County residents for gardening and landscaping. Recently, we’ve established 
the CNPS Redbud Chapter Nursery, where we grow native plants for our plant sales. 
 
We receive requests for more activities, outreach and services, and we’d love to do more. Our 
most active volunteers, however, are already stretched to the limit. We can offer more 
activities when we have more hands-on-deck. For example, one request is for Redbud to create 
opportunities for members and friends in specific communities to meet together and develop 
locally-targeted events and activities. By growing the number of active members and friends, 
we can increase our impact. With that in mind, we invite you to explore opportunities to get 
involved. 
 
How to Get involved and Volunteer 

• Look on our website for Current Opportunities. 
• Watch for events and opportunities in our newsletter, on our Facebook page and in the 

Redbud Facebook Forum, and on our website. 

• Check out the article following, “Redbud’s Committees Are Getting It Done!” 

• (Coming soon: a Redbud phone number for calls and texts) 
 
Stay Connected with Redbud  

• Follow our Redbud Facebook Page, and join our Facebook Group. 

• Sign up for the Redbud e-newsletter. Our newsletter is distributed 5-6 times a year. It 
features updates on Redbud activities and projects (such as our plant sales, speakers, 
field trips, our nursery, conservation advocacy, what’s new on our website, and relevant 
upcoming events and news to know), and articles on native plants, gardening with 
native plants, profiles of local people involved with native plants, and much more.  

• Attend Redbud events, including speakers, workshops, field trips, and workdays.  

• Become a CNPS member (or renew your membership). You’ll receive early access to 
Redbud plant sales, CNPS magazines Flora and Artemesia (a scientific journal) and, if you 
choose, more information from CNPS. 

 

 
Redbud’s Committees Are Getting It Done 
By Mary Ann Coleman 
with Redbud committee chairs 
 
Find out what Redbud’s committees have accomplished recently (lots!). Learn what they’re 
planning to do. We’d love to have you join in; just email Redbud or a committee chair. You can 
read full committee descriptions on our website. 
 

https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/get-involved/openings/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/RedbudChapterCNPS/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/203641753686822
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/
https://www.facebook.com/RedbudChapterCNPS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/203641753686822
http://cnps.convio.net/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1742
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/calendar/events/
https://www.cnps.org/membership
https://www.cnps.org/publications/flora
https://www.cnps.org/publications/scientific-journal
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/get-involved/committees/
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The Publicity Committee handles our Redbud newsletter, website, and publicity for chapter 
activities, such as plant sales, programs, and field trips. We’ve recently added newsletter 
features to increase member and subscriber connection with the chapter, such as Redbud 
Committee Updates and book reviews. We’d like to add profiles of Redbud members and their 
gardens. We plan to expand content for several website sections. We welcome your story 
suggestions, draft articles, photos, or help with editing or layout. Our next meeting is via Zoom 
in late February or early March. To get involved, contact Chrissy Freeman. 
 

Over the past two years,  the Nursery Team has helped create the CNPS Redbud Chapter 
Nursery, where we propagate and grow mostly locally native species and make them available 
to the public through our online Spring and Fall Plant Sales. Our strong team of nursery 
monitors take care of the plants. In our first two years, our monitors and home propagators 
have propagated thousands of native plants for sale. We also have a core of workday 
volunteers to help with special projects. To get involved, contact Nursery Chair Jeanne Wilson. 
 
The Plant Sale Committee adapted to the online sales necessitated by COVID and has held six 
successful sales over the past three years. We’ve set up Redbud’s online store, organized order 
fulfillment, staffed plant-order pick-ups, and more. Though online plant sales are here to stay 
(being much easier logistically, requiring many fewer volunteers and much less volunteer time), 
we hope to offer some specialized in-person sales in the future. Sale volunteers are often 
people who have worked past sales. To add your name to our volunteer list, email us. 
 
The Conservation Advocacy Committee participates in public governmental processes for the 
benefit of native plants. Our committee reviews and comments on Environmental Impact 
statements, evaluating whether they correctly assess the impacts of the planned development 
and the adequacy of proposed mitigation of harm to native plants. A new focus is to educate 
local public agencies about the importance of not only complying with state law mandating 
developers to use drought-tolerant plants, but also encouraging that new landscaping 
incorporate 70 percent native plants in order to provide essential habitat for pollinators, birds, 
and wildlife. If this work interests you, please reach out. 
 
The Ethnobotany Committee is working on creative ways to share ethnobotanical uses of our 
native plants with the community through workshops and more. Our recently launched project 
brings together herbalists who need medicinals derived from non-native-plants with 
landowners who have unwanted plants on their land and would like help in managing them. To 
join or ask questions, contact Amy Branum. 
 
The Membership Committee corresponds with individuals about their membership status, 
encourages them to connect with their area of interest, and responds to inquiries from 
potential new members. The committee also helps create displays and educational materials. 
The Chair maintains our membership roster and the committee assists with membership 
meetings. To get involved, contact Diane Wetzel.  
 

mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com
mailto:nativeplanthelp@gmail.com
mailto:volunteer4redbud@gmail.com
mailto:redbudadvocacy@gmail.com
mailto:lasyawellness@gmail.com
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com
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In the past year, our Tabling and Outreach Committee talked with hundreds of people at 
various events and shared a wide range of knowledge about native plants, especially about 
residential landscaping with native plants. You can help this continue by joining in tabling 
events, including the following: 
• Feb. 18, Sat. Wild and Scenic Film Festival "Eco-Fair." South Yuba River Citizens League. Downtown 

Nevada City.  

• Apr. 8, Sat. NatureFest (Trails day). Bear Yuba Land Trust. Nevada City/Grass Valley area. 

• Apr. 23, Sun. Second Annual Earth Day Festival. Downtown Nevada City. 

• Apr. 22, Sat. Garden Faire. Master Gardeners of Placer County. Maidu Community Center, Roseville. 

• Apr. 22-23, Sat. and Sun. Home, Garden & Lifestyle Show. Nevada County Fairgrounds. 

• May 27, Sat. Spring Plant Sale. Master Gardeners of Nevada County (MGNC). 

• TBA. Seed Swap Exchange. Grass Valley.  

 
To volunteer, please contact Robert Katz, Chair of the Tabling and Outreach Committee. 
(Training is provided.)  
 
The Education Committee focuses on supporting Placer and Nevada Counties with educational 
outreach, funding, supplies, and a space where we share our love for both education and 
California native plants. Some of our projects include funding local restoration projects and 
offering grants to local schools and nonprofits. We meet every few months via Zoom. If you’re 
interested, please contact Hannah Kang. 
 
The Field Trip Committee needs a chair! In the meantime, members have organized and led 
several local wildflower field trips, we joined a two-day bio-blitz at Sagehen, and member 
Shane Hanofee created several “virtual” field trips that are available on YouTube. To become a 
member, volunteer to lead a field trip, or become Chair, please contact 
RedbudChapter@gmail.com. 
 
The Program Committee also needs a chair! We deeply appreciate the efforts of several 
members who have lined up three terrific programs for March, April and May of this year. If you 
have a program you would like to present or recommend, or if you are interested in becoming 
chair, please contact Redbud. 
 

 

mailto:waldenbobcats@hotmail.com
mailto:hkang@bod.cnps.org
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com
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Book Review 
Native Plant Gardening for Birds, Bees & Butterflies: 
Northern California  
by George Oxford Miller 
By Carol Thompson 
 
The recent book, Native Plant Gardening for Birds, Bees, & 
Butterflies: Northern California by George Oxford Miller (Adventure 
Publications, 2022) is geared towards gardening on smaller urban 
or suburban plots in the Northern California region. That means 
many of the plants Miller discusses are small enough to fit modest-

size gardens. And many species he covers are offered by Redbud at one or both of our spring 
and fall plant sales. 
 
This large (8” x10”) paperback is a bit unwieldy — probably not something you’d carry around 
with you. The generous size does mean that individual plant pages have bigger pictures than 
most plant books. 
 
Great Background for Gardening for Pollinators & Birds 
To get the most from this book, first peruse its introductory pages, which cover plant 
communities, soil, planting, understanding how certain plant adaptations help attract particular 
pollinators, the basics of plant anatomy, and more. Then spend some time with Miller’s 
discussion of the pollinators he references in this book: bees, butterflies, moth, flies (second 
only in importance to bees!), and beetles. He covers birds, too, but in a more general way. 
 
Informative Plant Lists 
From there you have a couple of choices. If you want to attract a specific pollinator to your 
garden, go to the pollinator-specific plant lists at the back of the book. If you want a broader 
view of the recommended plants, scan the at-a-glance table of all plants in the book.  
 
This table is organized by plant type — trees, shrubs, wildflowers, vines and grasses. From this 
material, you can learn the basics about any listed native plant: common and scientific names, 
the Northern California hardiness zones for which it’s suited, which pollinator or pollinators it 
attracts, its bloom period, and whether the plant is deer resistant.  
 
The half-inch photos in the table aren’t helpful; instead, to get a better idea of what a species 
will ultimately look like, check out the two-page spread about that plant.  
 
Generous Coverage for Species  
From either list, turn to plant-specific pages for more details. Each spread includes a full-page 
photograph. The growing conditions needed for each plant are useful to know before selecting 
a plant. If you’re looking for a low-water plant, the individual plant descriptions have valuable 
information about water needs.  

https://shop.adventurewithkeen.com/product/native-plant-gardening-for-birds-bees-butterflies-northern-california/
https://shop.adventurewithkeen.com/product/native-plant-gardening-for-birds-bees-butterflies-northern-california/
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This is a handy reference to have in your collection of native-plant books. It would make a 
particularly great companion if you plan to landscape an area with birds and pollinators in 
mind, or add native plants to any part of your yard. This book can help you plan what to buy at 
our next plant sale! 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Many CNPS chapters are once again holding in-person events. Following is a list of meetings 
that are offered nearby in person, via Zoom or as hybrid offerings (in-person and Zoom at the 
same time). Note: all times listed are Pacific Time Zone. 
 
Upcoming Redbud Events 
We’ve lined up a varied and fascinating array of programs. If you have program ideas, we’d love 
to hear them. We’re also looking for a Program Chair. 
 
Feb 18-19, Sat. and Sun.  Redbud Tabling for Wild & Scenic Film Festival. Downtown Nevada 
City. Great opportunity to connect with the public about native plants. To volunteer, email 
RedbudChapter@gmail.com with “Redbud Tabling” in subject line. 
 
Feb 23, Thu. 6 p.m.  Redbud Board Meeting. On Zoom. Open to the public. To get meeting 
Zoom info, suggest agenda items or get an agenda, email RedbudChapter@gmail.com with 
“Board Meeting” in subject line. The board meets every two months, on the fourth Thursday of 
the month, with occasional rescheduling for holidays, plant sales, etc. 
 
Mar. 11, Sat., 2 to 3:30 p.m.  Invitations to and from the Garden: 
Cultivating Places & People with Jennifer Jewell. A very special 
live, in-person program the Northern California author and 
podcast host of Cultivating Place: Conversations on Natural 
History and the Human Impulse to Garden. Offered jointly with 
Master Gardeners of Nevada County. Peace Lutheran Church, 828 
W. Main St., Grass Valley. See lead article for details. Volunteer!  
 

Apr. 13, Thu., 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Beauty and the Beast: 
California Wildflowers and Climate Change — a 25-Year 
Journey. Rob Badger and Nita Winter, authors and 
photographers of Beauty and the Beast: California 
Wildflowers and Climate Change, will take us behind the 
scenes on their decades-long journey photographing 
California wildflowers. They received the Sierra Club’s 

2020 Ansel Adams Award for Conservation Photography. Zoom info and more details to come. 
 

R Badger & N Winter 

https://wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com?subject=Redbud%20Tabling
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com?subject=Board%20Meeting
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/mar-11-2023/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/mar-11-2023/
https://www.cultivatingplace.com/
mailto:RedbudChapter@gmail.com.
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/april-13-2023/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/april-13-2023/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/april-13-2023/
https://www.winterbadger.com/home
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May 17, Wed., 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Using Native Bees for 
Orchard Pollination. Steve Peterson, Ph.D., runs 
Foothill Bee Ranch in Foresthill. He has many years of 
experience managing blue orchard bees and alfalfa 
leafcutting bees in a diversity of crops. His bees are 
sourced from populations native to the Sierra foothills for use in California. In person at Auburn 
Library, 350 Nevada St, Auburn. We hope to also make this available on Zoom. If you can help 
do a hybrid event, please contact Redbud. 
 
May, date TBD. Redbud Chapter CNPS Spring Plant Sale. Yes, our online spring plant sale! This 
sale features native plants that look best in spring, and some riparian species, as they respond 
well to receiving regular water all year round.  Update in next newsletter. 
 
Other Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 26, Feb 2, and Feb 9 Thu., 10:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. sessions. Extreme Measures for Extreme 
Times: What We Need to do Now. Each session has different topics related to climate change. 
Planning and Conservation League’s 2023 California Environmental Assembly. Over 300 
environmental leaders from over 100 organizations in the state. One $25 ticket covers all 
sessions. Scholarships available. 
 
Jan. 31, Tue., 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.  30x30 Webinar: Onward Together in 2023! CA Natural 
Resources Agency. Hear about progress on preserving 30 percent of California land by 2030 and 
plans for more progress in 2023. Register in advance for online webinar. 
 
Feb. 2, Th., 5:30-6:30 p.m.  CNPS Naturehood Webinar Series: Bringing Birds to Your Garden. 
Register in advance. 

Feb. 4, Sat., 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Gardening for Birds. Master Gardeners of Nevada County. 
Veteran's Memorial Hall at 255 South Auburn, Grass Valley. A Redbud member who is also a 
Master Gardener shares how to garden for our local birds. See 2023 calendar of all free public 
workshops. 

Feb. 6, Mon., 6:00 p.m.  Container Gardening (with Natives). Barbara Chung. South Coast 
Chapter. Access Zoom info by clicking the program name in this listing.   
 
Feb. 9, Thu., 7:30 p.m.  Important Plant Areas of California. Sam Young, CNPS Important Plant  
Areas Program Manager. Yerba Buena Chapter. Pre-register for Zoom. 
 
Feb. 11, Sat., 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Improving Water Efficiency in Your Garden. Master 
Gardeners of Placer County. In person at the Loomis Library as well as via Zoom. Pre-register for 
Zoom. 
 

Steve Peterson 

https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/may-17-2023/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/2023/01/23/may-17-2023/
http://www.foothillbee.com/index.html
mailto:NativePlantHelp@gmail.com
https://www.pcl.org/events/register/
https://www.pcl.org/events/register/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V-xQ2d9e-n9lxOqbrLXcbkh46rL9ObJcgfaUZZEXbCaSYN1wdYWBcNZv7XQPQCVrXtSNiiFnJ5G9_J_P6a3eVFG9xB1ld-R90aLQlc8ANYlBh9V3gIy5Tv916gWz9Zw2kqDASCTMdBzNW-0FfNZCiAGE9Pzk7O7fx2ONCwF7NXOxvepHpCy49V6ULD-lecKkCa9KaQbdpki6jxS5K4aIns4Huwq25JVZ&c=OY5fu0n4l48QoX2AlMqtnnIFUI3eSLTfUVKvYvDuX3Wx94HmNTe6pw==&ch=jPK5KL-t0qklUwo-hjx5K6NzWMdo-KsA9ytyu417wv1hkFVaEhZFsQ==
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/webinars
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_i-bKY6pOQ5akJXIcU2CSDg
https://ncmg.ucanr.org/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/ucmgnevada/files/378263.pdf
https://chapters.cnps.org/southcoast/2023/01/12/february-6-2023-barbara-chung-on-container-gardening/
http://cnps-yerbabuena.org/calendar/speaker-series/
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ShLTyIaoTs6WfwL6sQJFww
https://pcmg.ucanr.org/?calitem=546328&g=131834
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsde2grTIpG9XdS1aBOS4KdZef1jeMMBkq
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsde2grTIpG9XdS1aBOS4KdZef1jeMMBkq
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Feb. 13, Mon., 7:30 p.m.  Prioritizing California Native Plants for Butterfly and Moth 
Conservation. Christopher Cosima, UCR PhD candidate and developer of the webpage 
The_Butterfly_Net. Marin Chapter. Zoom registration required. 
 
Feb. 13, Mon., 7:30 p.m.  Basic Botany of our Favorite California Wildflowers: Structures, 
Pollination and Seed Dispersal. Prof. Andrew Gardner. North San Joaquin Valley Chapter. Zoom 
registration required. 
 
Mar. 2, Thu., 5:30-6:30 p.m.  CNPS Naturehood Webinar Series: Growing Good Food. 
California’s native plants provide a variety of flavorful options. Learn how to landscape for and 
maintain an edible native garden. Pre-register for Zoom. 
 
Mar. 11, Sat., 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden. Master Gardeners of 
Placer County. In person at the Loomis Library as well as via Zoom. Pre-register for Zoom. 
 
Mar. 21, Tue., 7:30 p.m.  The Importance of Herbaria. Alison Colwell, Curator of the UC Davis 
Herbarium. Milo Baker Chapter. More info and Zoom registration will be available online. (Also 
see Redbud’s recorded program on herbaria by Hannah Kang.) 
 
June 23-26, Fri.-Mon., SO BE FREE 27: Spring Outing Botanical Excursion Foray, Retreat and 
Escape to the Environment #27. Bryophyte Chapter. An annual three-to-four day field outing 
on mosses, liverworts, and their relatives, this year at Sagehen Creek. More information and 
registration form. 
 

 

News to Know 
 
Want Glorious Spring Wildflowers? Here’s What You Should Scatter Right Now.  This Los 
Angeles Times article features Tim Becker, wildflower expert and director of horticulture at 
Theodore Payne Foundation in Southern California. With all the rain, it’s not too late to plant 
wildflower seeds, he says. The article provides great step-by-step directions. 
 
Why 2023 Could be the Year of the Superbloom.  The long rainy period that California has 
recently experienced could be the trigger for a superbloom (a super-abundance of spring native 
wildflowers)…or at least pretty good wildflower displays in our natural areas. It’s too early to 
know for certain, but the possibility exists. Has tips on how to view a superbloom responsibly. 
 
Conserving Biodiversity & Habitat 30% x 2030.  Catch up on California’s 30x30 conservation 
endeavors by listening to this Cultivating Place podcast with Jennifer Norris, Deputy Secretary 
for Biodiversity and Habitat at our state’s Natural Resources Agency. 30x30 is an international 
program to preserve 30 percent of the world’s biodiversity by 2030. For background, see 
Scientific American, How Conserving 30 Percent of U.S. Land by 2030 Could Work. 
 

https://cnpsmarin.org/events/chapter-meetings/2023-chapter-meetings/item/863-chapter-meeting-13-february-2023
https://cnpsmarin.org/events/chapter-meetings/2023-chapter-meetings/item/863-chapter-meeting-13-february-2023
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkceygpjwuGtx4FdvZdmZpkjCxGq59hElt
https://www.cnps.org/event/basic-botany-of-our-favorite-california-wildflowers-structures-pollination-and-seed-dispersal
https://www.cnps.org/event/basic-botany-of-our-favorite-california-wildflowers-structures-pollination-and-seed-dispersal
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsfuyqqj0rHtDGQ3CSWokNl0oFVhRy0JSC
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsfuyqqj0rHtDGQ3CSWokNl0oFVhRy0JSC
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/webinars
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_i-bKY6pOQ5akJXIcU2CSDg
https://pcmg.ucanr.org/?calitem=546331&g=131834
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvduCqrTIoEtf1gBFONrxiLZacECgfLQUK
https://milobaker.cnps.org/index.php/events/general-meetings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cfr6E-QzSW8
https://bryophyte.cnps.org/images/pdf/2023_SBF_Flyer.pdf
https://bryophyte.cnps.org/images/pdf/2023_SBF_Flyer.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2023-01-12/want-glorious-spring-wildflowers-heres-what-you-should-scatter-right-now?_kx=bMym3etB_xWFTRco-_HDuJnGNm8Q-ASD_NjgCObhrNs%3D.KGCiaD
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/2023-year-of-the-superbloom-flowers-california?rid=7F6830059BAD298E61C2B46D43379ADC&cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Daily_NL_History_20230119
https://www.cultivatingplace.com/post/conserving-biodiversity-habitat-30-x-2030-jennifer-norris?utm_campaign=44fc22ab-82c0-4a03-9174-ec28bb391e08&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=63fc7e79-d3a5-4bef-8201-54ddbceb695f
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-conserving-30-percent-of-u-s-land-by-2030-could-work/
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Study on Landscaping for Drought.  A UC Riverside study has revealed that people often plant 
trees considered drought-tolerant, but then water them so much that they lose this tolerance. 
 
Extraordinary Close-Up Images Show Insects As You've Never Seen Them Before.  A unique 
book from the American Museum of Natural History, Extinct and Endangered: Insects in Peril, 
features macrophotographer Levon Biss’s images of imperiled (or extinct) insect species. 
 
They Fought the Lawn. And the Lawn’s Done.  Learn how a Maryland couple who landscaped 
their front yard with native plants defeated the demands of their homeowner association to 
destroy the native plants and replant lawn. This couple’s effort paved the way for a new state 
law that limits homeowner association control over eco-friendly yards. 
 
Bumblebees Speed Up Flowering By Piercing Plants.  Researchers have discovered another 
sign of bumblebee adaptivity. When little or no pollen is available, bumblebees are more likely 
to damage plant leaves by piercing them with their mouth parts. The injured plants produced 
new flowers that bloom earlier than undamaged plants, increasing available pollen. Good 
move, bumblebees! 
 
Study Identifies Areas Most Likely to Sustain Biodiversity in a Changing Climate.  This study, 
by National Audubon Society and three universities, examined how rising global temperatures 
will affect natural areas most likely to help species survive that heat. Extreme warming will 
most affect plants and fungi; that negatively affects animals all along the food chain.  
 

 

New on Redbud Website 
 

• Expanded list of Podcasts for Native-Plant Lovers in our Resources section. 

• New Call to Action on our Conservation Advocacy page. Save Tahoe (again!). This time, the 

threat a renewed plan to heavily develop Palisades Tahoe (formerly Squaw Valley). 

• Easy Newsletter Signup.  We now have a super-easy way to sign up for Redbud News! Just click 

the Sign Up button under the page title on our Home Page or on our Newsletter page. It’s free, 

and you don’t have to be a member. If you haven’t been getting our newsletter, sign up here! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SIGN UP FOR THE REDBUD NEWSLETTER! 

Get Connected! 
Sign up to receive our free Redbud News  
and other timely updates and action. 

https://yubanet.com/california/study-landscaping-for-drought-were-doing-it-wrong/
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/extinct-endangered-insects-levon-biss-c2e-scn-spc-intl/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/14/climate/native-plants-lawns-homeowners.html?unlocked_article_code=UfgPUAD8OyICuqJ3EUoAcEBKl1MlqlavUU2Kl6HaFHfo_PaP4zK5GOwsBq_PBX9v9XR96IDpDQywITw0Y7kUfUpCWoE04G0GwIYe4DG9Uagccc9-o_kUUiXjx_vIo4UUNMvFargjGXcUFrklO3JIZpNFgjENsvQMC2VnRlHZl-wDfkXrPdd6vesqcXCA2v5fbieLhPR74YhsheUx0MgajkwW_jPgv296sBzYvTyTchPCxoRzMhlL6Yc1jZQKSg2CtjzGYvTBxYTLebx_uoRAScA0QTHvEercFVxjvpKOLs2Vt2wXNkizTVLLA79ZhrlcNWEAde9iwxVApsDJI8VGLFfCAREyX2gr&smid=share-url
https://phys.org/news/2020-05-bumblebees-piercing.html
https://www.audubon.org/news/study-identifies-areas-most-likely-sustain-biodiversity-changing-climate-0?ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-engagement_20230112_advisory&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20230112_advisory
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/resources/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/conservation/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/
https://chapters.cnps.org/redbud/newsletter/
http://cnps.convio.net/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1742
http://cnps.convio.net/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1742
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