
Each home, business, community park 
and public space has a role to play in 
protecting our natural heritage and 
protecting biodiversity. When we all 
landscape with natives, we support 
ecological processes and species’ 
ability to move between habitat areas, 
supporting foraging, breeding and 
migration routes. 

When we plant natives, we invite 
birds and butterflies back home. We 
demonstrate our understanding that a 
biodiverse world is critical to our health 
and wellbeing today and tomorrow.

Be inspired by these must see videos:

Why Native 
Plants

3.05 min.

Restoring 
Nature’s 

Relationships
67 min.

Every 
Landscape 

Matters

Native 
Plants

• Grew here naturally before 
European colonization.

• Co-evolved with native birds, 
insects, other animals, fungi 
and microbes to form complex 
networks and relationships.

• Are perfectly in sync with our 
soil, climate, rainfall and drought 
cycles.

• Are the foundation of our 
ecosystem and critical to 
biodiversity — the survival of 
native wildlife depends on them.

• Create gorgeous low-maintenance 
landscapes that are beneficial for 
our climate.

• Provide nesting materials and sites 
for birds and other native wildlife 
and often have defenses from 
browsing by deer.

• Feed butterflies and other insects 
that are unable to feed on, digest 
or even recognize non-native 
plants as food.

Local 
Landscaping
Tips

The California 
Native Plant Society 
is a Statewide 
non-profit organiza-
tion seeking to increase 
understanding and appre-
ciation of California’s native 
plants. For more info, please 
contact the Redbud Chapter, 
serving Placer and Nevada 
Counties.

“In nature, nothing exists alone.”  
- Rachel Carson
“In nature, nothing exists alone.”  
- Rachel Carson
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Superb Mariposa Lily,
  Calochortus superbus

Anicia Checkerspot,
Euphydryas anicia



Be Waterwise, Reduce Pollution, 
and Enjoy Economic Benefits
Locally-native plants are adapted to 
local conditions and most are water-
efficient and fire-adapted. They require 
less fertilizer and pesticides which run-
off and contaminate streams, rivers and 
lakes, and pose dangers to people and 
pets. They sequester carbon and increase 
soil’s capacity to store water which 
reduces flooding. They eliminate the 
need for mowers and other equipment 
that generate climate-damaging carbon.   
They free us from yard work, generate less 
green waste and cost less to maintain.

Give Ecological Purpose 
to Our Landscapes
Every animal on this planet gets its      
food from plants or by eating something 
else that ate the plant. When we plant 
with natives, we support a complex food 
web wherein the sun’s energy, captured by 
plants, passes from organism to organism 
in the ecosystem. 

Plants and animals co-evolved with and 
depend upon one another for survival 
in complex food webs. To preserve 
California’s uniquely rich biodiversity, we 
must preserve these native food webs.

If you’re concerned about the ‘insect 
apocalypse’ or the extinction crisis 
affecting so many species, the grassroots 
solution is to increase the number and 
diversity of native plants growing in public 
and private landscapes.

Preserve Oaks to Support 
Pollinators and Other Wildlife
Native oaks are the best plants to include 
in our landscape. Oaks are a keystone 
species, meaning they serve as the 
backbone of an ecosystem, without 
which, the ecosystem will fail. 

Native oaks produce flowers, acorns, 
leaves and woody parts that many birds, 
insects and animals eat and require 
for reproduction. Plants and fungi that 
thrive under oaks, provide habitat and 
shelter for native wildlife. Oaks increase 
soil fertility and reduce water and air 
temperatures. They contribute to the 
overall health of terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems.

   
      California Tiger Lily,

Lilium pardalinum

Sierra Newt, Taricha sierrae

White Fairy Lantern 
Calochortus albus

Lady Beetle on Fringepod, 
Thysanocarpus curvipes

Mountain Jewelflower, Streptanthus tortuous
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Western Hound’s Tongue, Adelinia grande


