
California Native Plants for HOA Irrigated Common Areas* 

Low Shrubs - Sun 

• ‘Pigeon Point’ Baccharis (Baccharis pilularis ‘Pigeon Point’). Low shrub with a 
grassy evergreen color that can handle irrigation year round.


• San Diego Marsh Elder (Iva hayesiana). A fast-spreading, aromatic evergreen 
plant that can take irrigated conditions. This shrubby, evergreen herb stays low 
and is great for bank stabilization.


Low Shrub - Shade/Partial Shade 

• Catalina Currant (Ribes viburnifolium). A leafy, dark green low-growing shrub 
that does best in partial shade.


• Coffeeberry (Frangula californica). This plant is great in shade, partial shade, 
and sun near the coast. Coffeeberry grows large, so choose a cultivar like ‘Eve 
Case’ if you need a low-growing variety.


Grasses 

• Clustered Field Sedge (Carex praegracilis). This evergreen sedge can be a soft, 
mounding grass replacement that requires less water than standard lawns. Do 
not use on a large scale because it can be difficult to manage weeds until the 
sedge spreads to cover large areas.


• Canyon Prince Wild Rye (Elymus condensatus ‘Canyon Prince’). This grey blue 
grass grows two feet wide and two feet tall. It can be used as an accent plant 
or planted en masse and grows in full sun and part shade.


• Deer Grass (Muhlenbergia rigens). Deer Grass is a bunch grass that grows 
three feet wide and tall. It can be planted as an accent plant or en masse. It 
prefers full sun or part shade.


Cactus 

• Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia littoralis). If you are looking for a plant that is fire-
safe, look no further. The cacti need little water once established, but can 
handle occasional supplemental water. Plant en masse with leafy species 
surrounding.




Tall Shrubs/Small Trees 

• Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia). A proven shrub/small tree for slopes in HOA 
common areas. This evergreen shrub ranges in height from 6 feet to 15 feet 
and gets showy red berries at Christmas. Plant in full sun.


• Lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia). An evergreen shrub that can be kept low as 
a hedge or left to grow to 15 feet tall. Lemonadeberry does well on slopes and 
on flat areas.


• Laurel Sumac (Malosma laurina). Easy to grow and easy to maintain as a12-
foot tall shrub/small tree for privacy on slopes and flat ground. This plant 
needs no water once established.


Small Trees 

• Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis). A flowering small tree beloved by 
hummingbirds. Can grow up to 15 feet tall and loses its leaves in the winter.


• California Ash (Fraxinus dipetala). This small tree features attractive flowers 
hanging in fluffy clusters. It can grow up to 20 feet tall and loses its leaves in 
the wintertime.


Large Trees 

• Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia). Give this tree room to spread. It grows 45 
feet wide and tall. The tree likes water in the winter, but prefers to be dry in 
summer once established. This tree is evergreen with a dense canopy.


• Engelmann Oak (Quercus engelmanni). This oak grows taller and thinner than 
the Coast Live Oak. It is a great tree for slopes.


• Western Sycamore (Platanus racemosa). Tough and easy to grow but needs a 
lot of water — once a week water will help establish this tree. Grows quickly if 
given enough water, reaching 30 feet in five years. These trees are deciduous 
and drop golden leaves in the fall.


*Planting California Native Plants in HOA Common Areas is Experimental 
because Landscape Contractor Best Management Practice Can Differ. 
Many more California native plant species are available. Check 
calscape.org for more information.


