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IN'THIS EDITION LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Letter fraom President
Native FIGRLS fOrSchoois October 7, 2023, the first day of our Fall plant sale, turned out to be
Other Dulngs st CNES one of the hottest days of the year. But we, our dedicated
R0zs Eelinlantaats volunteers, and the over 2000 plants we had assembled to offer
Intertribal Powwow . . .

our native plant enthusiasts, all survived the heat, and we had

another successful sale. You, our customers, were, generally, not
deterred by the heat, as you collected plants for planting this fall.
We hope that those plants are now happily planted in your gardens enjoying the rains we have
been having. While they may not be showing signs of growth above ground, they are probably
extending their root systems and getting ‘established’ to face our dry months of next summer.

Impact of Invasive Plants
Pruning Starts Now

Although we sold more plants than we ever had
during our 2-day sale, we had a number of plants
leftover. As luck would have it, that turned out to
be a blessing in disguise. The Conservation
Project Manager of Napa Resource Conservation
District (Napa RCD) contacted us, as they were
funding a project that needed native plants which
they were having difficulty sourcing. The project
was to enhance and expand the habitat gardens
at two Napa Wildlife Rescue sites. The NWR
volunteer in charge of the garden project had
been a former Napa CNPS volunteer. She knew
the plants they needed to provide seeds and
berries and attract a wide diversity of insects for
their rescued birds and small mammals. And we
had them. On November 29, RCD and NWR
volunteers picked up 148 plants destined for the
rehabilitation and pre-release facilities.
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President's Message - continued

We were also asked to help provide plants for an entry garden at Moore Creek Park, a part of the
Napa County Regional Park & Open Space District. One of our volunteers also volunteers at
Moore Creek. He provided a planting plan showing the size of the area to be planted and
suggested plant placement, and described the site characteristics: little to no water availability,
full sun exposure, and deer. Together we worked to identify plants that could survive those
conditions, and he planted the plants in mid-December.

| guess it was a good thing we had some plants leftover. We still have some plants available, so, if
you missed our sale or need some fillers, either large or small, for sun or shade, let us know. We
may have a plant or plants that will meet your needs. Contact us at info@napavalleycnps.org.

Looking ahead to our Spring plant sale, which will be April 6 and 7, 2024, our shade house is full
of small plants developing their healthy root systems. We will begin putting our plant list
together in early March. If you have any specific requests, please let us know.
info@napavalleycnps.org.

Native Plants for Schools

Over the past year, our propagation team raised nearly 200 plants in 3" pots hoping to provide
native plants to interested teachers in Napa. This fall we teamed up with Carrie Strohl of the non-
profit, The School Garden Doctor. Carrie’s connections and relationships with plant people at the
various schools made it easy to identify interested teachers. We made up 10 flats containing 17
plants each of 13 different kinds of native plants. Two high schools and eight elementary schools
received plants. The teachers were thrilled. We look forward to feedback on what plants did well
and what they would like more of next year.

Photos by Gale Giorgi
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Other Doings by Napa Valley CNPS

On September 29, 2023, Henni
gave a presentation on native
plants at the St. Helena Farmers
Market.In addition to a group of
pre-schoolers who looked at the
plants and maybe learned a little
about pollinators, the presentation
was attended by about a dozen
market attendees.

On September 30, 2023, Napa Valley
CNPS was invited to have a booth at
the Master Gardener’s Fall Faire at
Las Flores Community Center on
Linda Vista Ave. in Napa. We
showcased native plants that were
examples from different plant
communities, appropriate for sun
and shade sites.

T

THANK YOU to our Fall 2023 Plant Sale Volunteers

The 2023 Fall Plant Sale was a great success! The CNPS Board of Directors would like to thank
all the volunteers who provided the much needed and appreciated hands-on help that makes
our sale events so productive. There are so many different tasks that are completed to make
these sales successful.

For the October sale some volunteers begin working in August and September to get the
website and community posters up to date, printed and posted. In September there is
moderate physical work to ensure the propagated plants and nursery area are ready. There is
some graphic work done at home to print informational and ID labels for the plants. The
publicity coordination starts in July with submitting information to various magazines and
online sites; updating community banners; passing out flyers throughout the Valley; posting
signs the week before and the day of the sale; and updating our large sale banners. Preparing
the plant orders from the local native plant nurseries begins in July, with delivery or pick-up 2
weeks before the sale.
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Fall 2023 Plant Sale - Continued

2023 Fall Sale Volunteers

Chris Anderson Kristin Drew Sierra Minchaca Barbara Reiley Karlyn Williarns
Cathy Baskin Gale Giorgi Barbara Niemann Jake Ruygt Ben Wilson

Kim Borders Sandie Hewitt Bernie Notson Gary Sampson Christie Wolf/family
Chip Bouril Marcus Jong Eric Notson Vickie Sampson Aimee Wyrick
Marilyn Burrows Matt Jong Gibson Paige Carrie Strohl Evelyn Zlomke

Lori Cagwin May Jong Paula Peterson  Lee Trucker

Henni Cohen Evelyn Yee Mark Pittman Russell Van de Wark

Haley Dewey Karen Lassegues Penny Proteau Barbara Viets

Then there is setting up and organizing the plants for the sale; answering questions for
customers; helping customers choose the best plants for their environments; writing receipts for
customers; working the cashier tables; helping customers take plants to their cars; and cleaning
up after the sale. Our sale proceeds will benefit the Martha Walker Native Habitat Garden, so
other volunteers can maintain it, update it, and keep it looking fresh. Many folks came to the sale
to see, learn about, and take home native California plants for their gardens and yards. The sale
could not have happened without the help of so many volunteers. | would like to thank each of
you for your help, before, during, and after the sale, and invite each of you to participate again in
our events.

Sandie Hewitt, CNPS Outreach Coordinator

Suscol Intertribal Council Powwow at Skyline Park and White Sage

Skyline Park was the site of the annual
Suscol Intertribal Council Powwow on
September 30, 2023.

The Napa Chapter of CNPS was there to
distribute 50 young white sage (Salvia
apiana) plants, traditionally used to
make smudge sticks for culturally
sacred ceremonies and, to raise
awareness of the increased poaching
from its limited natural habitat in
coastal southern California for
commercial sale. We urge those who
buy white sage to verify it is farm grown
and not uprooted from the wild. Or
better yet, if you have a little sun and .
soil, give growing this beautiful and e ! ;
obliging California native plant a try. Photo by Jaime Giorgi
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The Impact of Invasive Plant Species on our Flora

Many non-native plants have been
introduced to California, some arriving with
the earliest colonists. The number of species
arrivals in the state is on the rise today.
Invasive plants now pose an existential
threat to many native species, often because
they have no natural control agents in the
California Floristic Province. The California
Invasive Plant Pest Council (Cal-IPC) has
developed a method to track these species
by working with CalFlora, a free online
resource. The web-site provides photos of
the plants as well as state map depicting the
accumulate distribution data of each
species. INaturalist has partnered with
CalFlora, to provide a streamlined means for
citizen and professional scientists to submit
information on invasive plant occurrences to

assist land managers and other weed
warriors in their efforts. by Jake Ruygt, Conservation Chair

Centaurea calcitrapa, Purple Starthistle

Pruning Starts Now

Winter will soon be over for our natives. Before the shrubs and trees start the process
breaking dormancy and start new growth we must get them ready by doing any necessary
pruning.

Generally speaking shrubs can be thinned out and cut back. When thinning remember to only
take out 1/4 to 1/3 of the branches. For shrubs with a fountain shape remove 1/3 of the oldest
branches down to soil level. This will encourage new growth and flowering branches. Trees
can be thinned by removing interior branches by 1/4 to 1/3 to allow for light penetration.
Remember to make cuts down to the attachment of the branch not leaving a stub.

Make sure to wait until hot, dry weather to prune manzanitas.

by Karen Lassegues
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thought Jeanine had a really cool pin on her hat. =
Then it moved.

Photo by Gale Giorgi

Napa Valley Chapter
California Native Plant Society
2201 Imola Avenue

Napa, CA 94559

NAPA VALLEY

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Henni Cohen

Vice President - vacant

Chapter Delegate - Stephen Rae
Secretary - Evelyn Yee

Treasurer - Barbara Viets
Conservation/Rare Plants - Jake Ruygt
Volunteer/Outreach - Sandie Hewitt
Newsletter/Website - Ben Wilson
Membership - Marilyn Burrows
Field Trips - Linda Price
Propagation - Gale Giorgi

Publicity - Acting: Sierra Minchaca
Member at Large - Evelyn Zlomke
Education - Chris Anderson
Garden Curator - Gale Giorgi

email: mail@napavalleycnps.org
web: https://chapters.cpns.org/napa/

To download a copy, please visit our website at: https:/chapters.cnps.org/napa/
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