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This past spring, we were invited to participate in several
events around the county to spread the word about native
plants and CNPS. We would bring plants, plant description
signs, and informational handouts, and talk about types of
native plants and their care, how to lose a lawn with sheet
mulching, and how to create pollinator habitats. On March 19
and 26, we had a table at the Calistoga Mulch Madness event
put on by Upper Valley Recycling at which they were giving
away compost and mulch.

In April, we were the moderators for a Napa Bookmine Virtual Author event featuring author
George Oxford Miller talking about his book Native Plant Gardening for Northern CA for Birds,
Bees, and Butterflies. On May 13, I made a presentation on Habitat Gardening for Pollinators at
the St. Helena Farmers Market. And on June 26, we had an information table, with plants at the
Master Gardeners Las Flores Garden Open House.
Besides the many individual visitors to the Martha Walker Garden, we welcomed the Bell Ringers,
a group of former Bell Telephone employees, for a tour. They learned about the history of the
Garden and marveled at the diversity of native plants, many in bloom. If you have a group and
would like to schedule a personalized tour of the Garden, contact us at info@napavalleycnps.org.
Spring Sale Recap
Once again, the Spring Plant Sale was a success in spite of being delayed until the third weekend
in May. We had over 300 attendees and over 220 sales. Of the 1850 plants offered for sale, there
were very few plants left over, which are now being used to propagate plants for our Fall sale.
Clearly, there is a lot of interest in native, water-wise/drought tolerant plants.
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Fall Sale – October 8 and 9
We are now planning our Fall Sale, which will be held October 8 and 9. See the poster with times
and details. Note changed hours: Saturday: Members only 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.; Public 10:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Sunday hours: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
As you no doubt know from previous articles about our Fall sales, fall is a great time to plant
native plants to create a garden that will attract pollinators during the spring, summer, and fall.
The days are shorter and cooler, evaporation is reduced, the soil holds moisture longer, and,
hopefully, the advent of our fall and winter rains will help establish the new plants. A wellestablished plant will need less summer water and will be better able to contend with our dry
summers and early falls.
How do you ‘establish’ a plant? The idea is to encourage the plant to build an extensive root
system that reaches down into the soil. Roots that are close to the surface will dry out more
quickly than roots that are deeper. It takes a couple of years to fully establish a plant. In
general, during the first winter, the new plant will need regular soil moisture to establish a root
system. Monitor the soil moisture and water if the rains don’t provide enough moisture.
During the first summer, water deeply. The frequency will depend on the size of the plant –
smaller plants will need to be watered more frequently than large plants. Test the soil around
the plant for moisture and water when needed. During the second summer, reduce the
frequency, and water slowly for a longer period to moisten the top 18” of soil. Finally, use a 3”
layer of organic mulch, like wood chips, to reduce evaporation, suppress weeds, and keep the
soil cool.
The plant availability list will be posted on our website, www.napavalleycnps.org, by midSeptember. We look forward to seeing your in October.

2022 Spring Sale Volunteers
Christine Anderson
Cathy Baskin
Arlene Bates
Chip Bouril
Marilyn Burrows
Henni Cohen
Amy Garden
Gale Giorgi

Wayne Grout
Sandie Hewitt
Karen Lassegues
Ralph Meyers
Sierra Minchaca
Marcy Nielsen-Berruezo
Kathrine Parsons
Paula Peterson
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Mark Pittman
Penny Proteau
June Ressler
Kent Ruppert
Jake Ruygt
Ellen Sabine
Laurence Seaton
Gerald Tomboc

Lee Trucker
Russell VanDewark
Barbara Viets
Ben Wilson
Aimee Wyrick
Evelyn Zlomke
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The 2022 Spring Plant Sale was a good and productive event for the CA Native Plant Society.
We are all slowly getting back into the swing of anticipation and organization, and all of the
volunteers helped make that a positive result. Everyone involved, volunteers, park personnel,
customers and generally interested public were eager to discuss, select and use native plants.
It is always very satisfying to be able to help our community members learn about native
plants and the positive effects they have on our environment and wildlife. The CNPS Board of
Directors would like to thank all the volunteers who provided the much needed and
appreciated hands-on help that makes our sale events so productive. Prior to the sales there
are meetings with people who review our previous plant choices and decide which plants are
the most in demand and available at the nurseries. Our propagation team works tirelessly all
year evaluating what needs up-potting and will be available for purchase. As they become
more adept at that process, we can purchase fewer outside plants. Another team works to
insure there are appropriate informational signs for each plant, so customers have what they
need to make good choices. As much as 2-3 weeks before the sale, we need help with
unloading and organizing plants from the nursery trucks, tending and watering them on a
daily basis, so they remain fresh for purchase.
All the jobs and tasks; passing out flyers throughout the Valley; assisting with publicity
coordination; posting signs the week before and the day of the sale; updating our large sale
banners; cleaning up the nursery; helping with plant ordering and pick-up from the local native
plant nurseries; setting up and organizing the plants for the sale; making information labels for
plants; answering questions for customers; helping customers choose the best plants for their
environments; writing receipts for customers; working the cashier tables; helping customers
take plants to their cars; and cleaning up after the sale could not happen without your help.

Our sale proceeds benefit the Martha Walker Native Habitat Garden, so other volunteers can
maintain it, update it, and keep it looking fresh. Many folks came to the sale to see, learn about,
and take home native California plants for their gardens and yards. The sale could not have
happened without the help of so many volunteers. I would like to thank each of the 26
volunteers for your help, both before, during, and after the sale, and invite each of you to
participate again in our events.
We are already beginning to organize our nursery plant availability lists and choices for the Fall
Plant Sale. There are several early, administrative/organizational duties to complete. Contact me
at volunteer@napavalleycnps.org if you would like to help on our plant sale team and we can
discuss your options.
Sandie Hewitt, CNPS Outreach Coordinator
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Camille Creek Students Adventure in the Garden
Wind blowing through cottonwood leaves, birds singing, and the laughter of students filling
buckets with weeds. The former two sounds are familiar in the Martha Walker Garden, but the
third is new this year, as students from Camille Creek Community School joined volunteers every
Wednesday afternoon for several months to assist with various projects in the garden.
The collaboration between Camille Creek and the Martha Walker Garden began when a teacher
posed the idea that students could enjoy working and learning in a natural environment as a
respite from tech-filled classrooms. Garden volunteers agreed, and in January the first groups of
students and teachers began making the trek from Camille Creek on Imola Ave. to Skyline Park.
Two volunteers, Gale Giorgi and Henry Mattei, planned projects and worked alongside the
group. With direction, the group cleared weeds on the hillside next to the RV park, the creek
area, and by the old tool shed. They also mulched areas near the back gate and planted two
native plants. Over time, other activities such as movement, meditation, and drawing were
added to make full use of the beautiful outdoor space.
Participants enjoyed the garden time for various reasons. Volunteer Gale Giorgi was excited
about the progress made in areas the students helped weed. Teachers from Camille Creek
shared how spending time in the garden helped them bond with each other and students in a
unique way. Students enjoyed seeing their progress in clearing areas, the freedom and peace of
the outdoors, and experiencing local wildlife and plants.
The involvement of students was greatly appreciated, and we hope to see them again this
upcoming schoolTyear imagining new ways to leave a mark and to leave the garden with a little
more excitement and experience then they came with.

The Propagation Program is Expanding
The propagation team is very excited about
the improvements made to our sales area in
Skyline Park. We now have a working
irrigation system and new shade cloth cover.
These improvements will expand the area
available for our propagation program. With
this additional area we can continue to
supply plants for sales and expand our
program to provide more plants for schools
and other groups to create pollinator and
habitat gardens in Napa.
Before - Sagging Cloth
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The Propagation Program - continued
We would like to express our appreciation for
the many that made this happen. A donation to
Skyline Park for CNPS combined with additional
funds from Skyline Park provided the supplies
for the irrigation system. A grant from the Napa
Valley Community Foundation made possible the
purchase of the new shade cloth. And a very
special thank you goes to the Skyline Park staff,
Darin, Irma and Tyler, for their hard work and
skill in putting it all together for us.

Gale Giorgi

After - Complete coverage and no sagging

Native Plant Responses to Fire
The mega-fires of recent years have been devastating to personal property and to our
natural landscape. The rate of vegetation loss has accelerated in recent years, amounting to
over 42% of the county since Oct. 2017. Despite the tragic nature of it, the extensive fires
have opened an opportunity to study the response of native plants to fire. As a consultant, I
have had the opportunity to participate in several studies and I have learned a great deal
about post-fire plant response in the last five years.
Over 30 native annual species appear almost exclusively after a fire. These fire obligate
species require either heat or some chemical in the ash to prompt germination. One of the
most dramatic of these species seen locally was the Fire Poppy (Papaver californicum) that
appeared on Mt. George, dormant in the soil for 53 years! A fire obligate perennial species,
described in 2008, Napa Checkerbloom (Sidalcea hickmanii ssp. napensis; CNPS 1B.1)
appeared by the thousands on a portion of Mt. George and has since vanished. Seven other
perennial species and two shrubs also fall within this category.
A second group of plants, particularly bulb-bearing species (geophytes), produce spectacular
displays after a fire. These are fire opportunists since they are always present but recycled
nutrients from the fire stimulate abundant flower and fruit production. Examples include
Fremont’s Star Lily, Diogenes Lantern and California Brodiaea (Brodiaea leptandra; CNPS List
1B.2). Other perennials such as Rough-leaved Aster and Ground Rose are seldom seen in
flower except after a fire. At least 39 annuals, 42 perennials and 10 shrub species fit into this
category.
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Native Plant Responses to Fire - Continued
One of the most fascinating discoveries of recent fires is that manzanita and Ceanothus species
are fire dependent for germination and temporarily establish as dominants or co-dominants in
recovering chaparral and forest plant communities. Most of the 14 taxa of Ceanothus occurring
in Napa County can become common, even where they were quite rare or unknown prior to a
fire. They behave as nurse species as the natural dominant species recover to prominence.
There is a vulnerability to these species since it takes three or more years before they produce
abundant flower and fruit. Excessively frequent fires would threaten the occurrence of these
species (i.e. Ceanothus purpureus, C. sonomensis, C. divergens, C. confusus, all found in Napa
County, are listed as Endangered by CNPS).
Perhaps the most worrisome discovery following the fires is that the severity of recent fires is
likely to bring significant change to the composition of woody plant communities in the county.
The rebound abundance of each species and where they grow will be further impacted by
changing rainfall patterns and extended drought.
Jake Ruygt
August 2022

LOW-COST HOUSING AT SKYLINE PARK?
In May, the Napa County Board of Supervisors announced that a parcel of 5 acres on the lower
part of Skyline Wilderness Park closest to the state hospital is one of three sites under
consideration for building low-cost housing. This particular 5-acre parcel is part of a larger 20acre parcel that is designated for possible eventual development. The other two locations are
surplus county property not connected to Skyline Wilderness Park and not being used.
The Skyline Board, Citizens Association, user groups, users of the park and other citizens are
in agreement in their opposition to the proposal to take a part of the park for housing
development for many reasons.
Skyline is not surplus property, as are the other identified parcels, and has been in use by
the community for more than 40 years.
The park has been very successfully managed to provide a wide range of outdoor
experiences and activities to an extremely diverse community, experiences not available
anywhere else in the county to both locals and tourists alike, including, in addition to the
Martha Walker Native Plant Garden, 20 miles of hiking and biking trails, an equestrian
arena, an archery range, two disc golf courses, and tent and RV camping.
The park provides ample space for picnicking and family gatherings and has the capacity to
host large community events such as running races, Search and Rescue trainings, tribal
gatherings/pow wows, equestrian events, and other gatherings with participants
numbering in the hundreds or even more.
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LOW-COST HOUSING - Continued
We recognize the crucial need for additional
housing in our county, especially affordable
housing. We also recognize that Skyline Park
serves a crucial need in the county – that of
providing an environmental resource, community
gathering space, and outdoor recreation
destination available to everyone in our
community. This also fulfills a crucial need for all
members of our county community.
For more information, watch for information from
Skyline Wilderness Park and visit
https://www.countyofnapa.org/3250/2022Housing-Element-Update.

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Henni Cohen
Vice President - vacant
Chapter Delegate - Stephen Rae
Secretary - Marilyn Burrows
Treasurer - Barbara Viets
Conservation/Rare Plants - Jake Ruygt
Volunteer/Outreach - Sandie Hewitt
Newsletter/Website - Ben Wilson
Membership - Marilyn Burrows
Field Trips - Linda Price
Propagation - Gale Giorgi
Publicity - Acting: Sierra Minchaca
Member at Large - Evelyn Zlomke

A decision should be announced in the Fall or
Winter.
email: mail@napavalleycnps.org
web: https://chapters.cpns.org/napa/

Napa Valley Chapter
California Native Plant Society
2201 Imola Avenue
Napa, CA 94559

CNPS NAPA VALLEY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER - AUGUST 2022

PAGE 8

