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I hope you visited us for our Spring Sale and Wildflower Show. As usual, we
had a wide variety of native plants ready to enhance your garden and turn
it into a water-wise and beneficial habitat landscape. While putting
together the plant orders for the sale, I was thinking about my own
landscaping project. As I wrote in the last newsletter, I am working to
transform a traditional suburban lot into a native plant garden that will
provide a welcoming habitat to bring more birds, butterflies, beneficial
insects and who knows what else to my yard.
Selecting plants for the sale allowed me to research the characteristics of
many plants, reminding myself about familiar plants and finding ones that
are new to me. I have 3 areas to work with, and each one is different. The
front yard faces west, the side yard faces south, and the back faces east.
Since I have only been in the house since December, I am carefully
watching the sun patterns in each of these areas, although I already have a
fairly good idea of what those patterns will be.
So, what have I found? I know I want a large manzanita in the front to
provide sculptural visual interest while providing some shade protection
from the western afternoon sun for the front room, the windows of which
face the street and west. I am looking at Arctostaphylos 'Austin Griffiths',
which gets to be about 10' tall and 6’ wide, has red bark and is sculptural
and more garden tolerant than many other manzanitas. Alternatively, I am
also looking at Arctostaphylos bakeri 'Louis Edmunds’, which grows to be
about 10’ tall with purple bark. Then, again there is Arctostaphylos
manzanita 'Dr. Hurd', which is a fast grower up to 15’ and has white flowers.
Oh the choices I have.

Iris douglassiana 'Canyon Snow'

Under and around the focal point of a large manzanita, I envision planting
native bunch grass. Perhaps Festuca idahoensis ‘Siskiyou Blue’ for some
cooling color. I want to install a path or dry stream bed that cuts
diagonally across the space to create another area that will be a meadow
landscape. The plants I am thinking about may include Eriogonum
fasciculatum (California buckwheat), Achillea (yarrow), Epilobium
(California fuschia), Bouteloua gracilis (blue grama grass), Penstemon,
Perideridia kelloggii (Kellogg’s yampah), and Salvia (California sage).
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These plants will create texture, color throughout a long season, and a
variety of habitats and food sources for bees, birds, butterflies, and other
beneficial insects. And, of course, they are all water-wise, drought tolerant
plants that, once established, will require minimal water during our dry
months.
For my south facing side yard, I will be removing the oleanders to replace
them with Toyon and Ceanothus to create a tall screen, and low growing
manzanitas. And for the back, I am looking at Spirea, Verbena lilacina (lilac
verbena), Carpenteria californica ‘Elizabeth’ (California bush poppy), and a
Cercocarpus betuloides (Mountain mahogany) tree. Penstemons and
Epilobiums will be the low growing plants.
I am sure I will make changes to my list of plants as I refine the plan, but, for
now, I am having a grand time imagining my native plant garden. I hope to
have some new pictures for my next update that will show some plantings in
progress.

Henni Cohen, Napa Valley CNPS Chapter President
Cercis occidentalis and Heuchera maxima

Iris douglassiana

Ceanothus ssp.

IN THE GARDEN: A MARTHA WALKER GARDEN UPDATE
The volunteers are in the process of doing our Spring planting. Developing a new bed or sprucing up an existing planting is always
exciting as we try to introduce more variety of natives to make the Martha Walker garden more interesting to the visiting public.
In general, natives can be planted in existing soil with no amendments. They should be grouped according to soil, water and light
requirements. That makes for ease of care and more success in maintaining the plants.
Pay attention to the spread of the plant when choosing the placement. If a shrub spreads to 8’ it should be planted 4’ from the
nearest plant or structure to prevent crowding. They can overlap to a degree to form a continuous flow. Take into consideration
pruning that may be done for structure, fullness or renewal. Do not plant too close together. That promotes over-pruning and will ruin
the structure of the plants. You can get away with planting perennials close together to get quick coverage.
Dig a hole just big enough to hold the root ball. Place it into the hole and backfill making sure that the crown of the plant (where the
plant meets the soil) is just above the soil line in case there is settling. Water generously so that not only the root ball gets wet but the
surrounding soil. This will encourage the roots to seek out the watered areas and form a wide, deep root system.
Water once a week the first year and once a month the second year to get the natives established. Then they should live on their own.

- Karen Lassegues, Martha Walker Native Habitat Garden Curator
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VOLUNTEER NEWS
Well, Spring is desperately trying to come through the door! That means
there are lots of Martha Walker Garden activities that need your help. We
know everyone is not able to lend a hand on our regular garden maintenance
Wednesday, so we are planning an additional time when some of you may be
able to come over and help us out. In July we would like to offer a Saturday
work party for any interested volunteers. The details are still in the works, but
we expect to have a 3-5hr time frame to give you an opportunity to learn
more about the Garden and what we do there. We’ll send out an email when
the details are finalized and we hope to meet more of you in the Garden.
If you would like to learn more about native plants and their care, just email
me at: volunteer@napavalleycnps.org and I’ll send you more information.

Salvia 'Bee's Bliss'

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

As usual, due to our wonderfully dedicated volunteers, the Spring Plant Sale was a great success! The CNPS Board of Directors
would like to thank all the volunteers who provided the much needed and appreciated hands-on help that makes our sale
events so productive. All the jobs and tasks; passing out flyers throughout the Valley; assisting with publicity coordination;
posting signs the week before and the day of the sale; updating our large sale banners; cleaning up the nursery; helping with
plant ordering from the local native plant nurseries; setting up and organizing the plants for the sale; making information labels
for plants; answering questions for customers; helping customers choose the best plants for their environments; writing
receipts for customers; working the cashier tables; helping customers take plants to their cars; and cleaning up after the sale
could not happen without your help. The wildflower show is a special event at the spring sale and those who gather flowers in
the wild, set up and label the flowers, and take down the show do a great job. The show was a spectacular display, in a lingering
effect from the 2017 October wildfires and the late spring rain and warm weather. It is appreciated by children and adults,
whether they buy plants at the sale or not. Our sale proceeds will benefit the Martha Walker Native Habitat Garden, so other
volunteers can maintain it, update it, and keep it looking fresh. Many folks came to the sale to see, learn about, and take home
native California plants for their gardens and yards. The sale could not have happened without the help of so many volunteers. I
would like to thank each of you for your help, both before, during, and after the sale, and invite each of you to participate again
in our events.
- Sandie Hewitt, CNPS Outreach Coordinator

2019 SPRING PLANT SALE VOLUNTEERS
Kaori Ashida
Margaret Barson
Cathy Baskin
Carol Borinstein
Chip Bouril
Marilyn Burrows
Henni Cohen
Marsha Ewig
Amy Garden
Rita George
Gale Giorgi

Maria Jesus Gutierrez
Sandie Hewitt
May Jong
Marcus Jong
Karen Lassegues
Nancy Lecourt
Doug Marx
Chris Mayer
Sierra Minchaca
Eric McKee
Adrienne Moliere
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Carolyn Nelson
Barbara Niemann
Katherine Novick
Karen Olson
Pete O’Malley
Mike Parmeter
Paula Peterson
Mark Pittman
Penny Proteau
Kent Rupert
Jake Ruygt

Larry Seaton
Linda Simms
Jane Slattery

Ted Stenz
Gerald Tomboc
Lee Trucker
Stephanie Turnipseed
Barbara Viets
Kim Wagner
Marcy Webb
Aimee Wyrick
Evelyn Zlomke
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SPRING 2019 WILDFLOWER HIKES
Saturday, May 18 SUGARLOAF RIDGE STATE PARK
Leader: Dan Noreen (707) 235-5532 Entrance fee: $8/vehicle
Saturday, May 25 MEAD RANCH
Land Trust of Napa County
Leader: Chris Lea (720) 934-2694

WILDFLOWER HIKE DIRECTIONS
Unless otherwise stated, all field trips begin
with a carpool/caravan leaving from the
parking lot between Target and Pharmaca in
BelAire Plaza off Trancas Street in Napa near
Highway 29. Bring snacks, lunch, ample
drinking water and sturdy hiking shoes.
Steady rains cancels. Call leaders for current
information. Meet at 9AM at parking lot.

THANK YOU NAPA VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
We would like to thank the Walton Family Fund
of the Napa Valley Community Foundation for a
generous grant to our CNPS chapter. The grant
will be used to further support the Martha
Walker Native Habitat Garden. We are very
grateful to be recognized by this support for our
work in the preservation of native plants.
For nearly 25 years, Napa Valley Community
Foundation has served as the philanthropic
partner to hundreds of individuals, families,
nonprofit agencies and corporations in Napa
County.
For more information, visit: napavalleycf.org, or
call 707.254.9565.

NATIVE PLANTS FOR SALE!
The Spring Sale was a great success, but we still have
some wonderful plants that need a garden to live in.
The plants can be purchased on Wednesday mornings,
9 to noon, or by appointment. Cash or check only. For
more information or to make an appointment, contact
us at info@napavalleycnps.org.

BAY FRIENDLY GARDEN TOUR
JUNE 2ND 10AM-4PM
Napa County’s 8th Bay-Friendly Garden Tour features beautiful resource-efficient landscapes at eleven
locations in Napa and Yountville. Encounter eye-catching water-wise plants, pollinator habitat, vibrant lawnfree entertaining spaces, recycled art, wineries with edible gardens, and more. Mini-workshops will be held at
select sites on topics such as composting, smart irrigation, and planting for pollinators and wildlife..
Purchase the $5 Tour Guide Brochure online at http://bayfriendlygardentour2019.brownpapertickets.com/ by
Noon on May 28, or in person at the Napa County Resource Conservation District (RCD), 1303 Jefferson Street,
Suite 500B, Napa from May 15 to May 31. On Tour Day June 2, the Brochure may be purchased in Napa at St.
Clair Brown Winery & Brewery, 816 Vallejo Street, or in Yountville at Veterans Park Plaza, 6465 Washington
Street. Kids free.
Sponsored by the City of Napa, Town of Yountville, Napa County RCD, and UC Master Gardeners. Inspired by
Bay-Friendly Landscaping & Gardening, a program of Rescape California (http://rescapeca.org/).
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NAPA VALLEY
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OPEN BOARD POSITIONS:

President - Henni Cohen
Vice President - Gerald Tomboc
Chapter Delegate - Stephen Rae
Treasurer - Barbara Viets
Secretary - Marilyn Burrows
Membership - Linda Simms
Conservation - Jake Ruygt
Education - Kent Ruppert
Outreach & Volunteers - Sandie Hewitt
Field Trips - Linda Price
Skyline Citizen's Association Rep - Karen Lassegues
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor - Katherine Novick
Acting Publicity Chairs - Marcy Webb, Sierra Minchaca
Sale Chair- Gale Giorgi and Jamie Giorgi
Member at Large - T. Eric Nightingale

VICE PRESIDENT

Napa Valley Chapter
California Native Plant Society
2201 Imola Avenue

Napa, CA 94559

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Looking for a challenging, creative, and
interesting volunteer position with Napa
Valley CNPS that doesn't require pulling
weeds and can be done from home? We are
looking for a Vice President and Newsletter
Editor for our quarterly newsletter.
If interested, contact us
at info@napavalleycnps.org.

