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March/April 2023

March 8, 2023 Meeting and Program
Wildflower Season Begins!

Great news! On Wednesday March 8 we will resume in-person meetings at the Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History. Doors open at 7:00 with time to visit and browse the chapter’s book selection. The
meeting starts at 7:30 with current news and announcements immediately followed by our Wildflower
Show chairman Brian LeNeve’s presentation on what it takes to put the Wildflower Show together, photos
of beautiful past wildflower fields we could possibly see again this year (due to this winter’s rains) and
photos of plant specimens the collecting teams will more than likely bring in for the 2023 Show.

Brian has been part of the annual Wildflower Show since the 1980s and has chaired the Show since 1997.
Along with coordinating all the pieces that lead to the actual event, he has been part of teams in nearly all
the collecting areas, giving him an overall perspective on what is considered the largest Wildflower Show
in the country and one of the largest in the world.

The 2023 Wildflower Show will take place on April 22 and 23 at the Carmel Woman’s Club, on San
Carlos Street and Ninth (south west corner) in Carmel, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Come see specimens of what is blooming throughout Monterey County – you will be amazed and
hopefully inspired to go see them for yourself!
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President’s Message
Ken McIntire

At the January Meeting, I was elected to serve as President of our local CNPS Chapter, so
let me introduce myself. I was a long time resident of the San Francisco Peninsula before moving to
Carmel Valley in the fall of 2018. I am also a long time environmentalist, and most of my work on that
front was devoted to preserving San Bruno Mountain — an incredible island of biodiversity surrounded
by San Francisco and its immediate suburbs.

That’s one mountain, while here in Monterey County we have mountain ranges, river valleys, coastal
shorelines and farmland. I have barely scratched the surface of the rich natural world here, and I know
there is so much to see, learn about and do in the service of the our native plants, which are the basis of
the rich diversity of life here.

Climate change has been an organizing concern of mine since the late 1970s. I grapple with how we can
protect California’s native plant diversity in this age of climate change, and the accompanying droughts,
fires, floods and our responses to these. A friend of mine framed the question this way — how many
species can we pull through the extinction crisis?

I hope to help our chapter regain the vitality it had before Covid locked everything down. If you have an
interest in conservation, horticulture, habitat stewardship, field trips, or administration nuts and bolts,
please contact me, or any board member. We’d love to work alongside you.

Meanwhile, I am sure we are all anticipating a beautiful spring. Come join us in our weekly horticulture
work, and save the date for a spectacular Wildflower Show in April.
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The Status ‘GRO’
Kevin Uhlinger

Under our spreading Green & Shade Houses our propagation tables stand…
Borrowing a bit from Longfellow, our chapter’s stalwart crew of volunteers has been
showing up each Friday to establish a significant portion of the propagules that will be
the source of this year’s plants. We will be potting and repotting, growing, and

pruning these to make ready for sales at MEarth’s Earth Day and Glass Pumpkin Patch fund-raising
events along with our chapter’s Annual Fall Plant Sale. To date we’ve taken cuttings of over 69 different
species and/or various varieties and we have started 38 different species (annual as well as perennial)
from seed. Within the next month or so we’ll begin moving the cuttings and seedlings into the appropriate
size pots in order to encourage their optimum growth. The grow out tables may currently look sparsely
filled but these will be filled in a very short time!

Outside of the houses, this year’s rains have helped to establish a good portion of the plants we’re trying
to grow for both future propagation as well as observable living examples of California native plants on
“Generation Hill” (previously referred affectionately to as “the Knob”). We’ll be adding more species as
well as replacing those that have succumbed to gophers. The additional circular garden space in front of
the houses, that was thinned of weeds and overgrown natives last Fall, has taken off again. Currently Bee
Plant, Hummingbird Sage, and Mugwort have made use of the clearing so we’ll definitely be addressing
that space in the very near future.

We are hoping the rains continue to come ashore, for both your and the chapter’s gardens sake. And while
we’re anxiously awaiting the sprouting of seeds, and rooting of cuttings, we offer those of you who may
be interested in gardening in a lovely setting (no experience required and those with experience are
invited to share!); in wanting to experience coir, perlite, and soil up to your elbows in a “green thumb”
adventure (dirt is what you wash off at the end of the day); or in enjoying a meditative exercise in
preparing and planting of a gardening space for a future native plant garden that young and more mature
people can derive pleasure from, might we suggest that you consider volunteering at MEarth’s/CPNS’s
Shade/Green Houses on Fridays between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m.

Litigation Update: Fort Ord Plant Reserve 1 North
Nikki Nedeff

Over the past 6 years, the Chapter has pursued the continued protection of a 4.6-acre
parcel conserved as a CEQA mitigation on the former Fort Ord military base. In the year
2000, Plant Reserve 1 North at the northeast corner of South Boundary Road and General

Jim Moore Blvd was set aside in perpetuity to protect a number of uncommon Maritime Chaparral
species, including the California endangered Seaside bird's beak (Cordylanthus rigidus ssp. littoralis). A
little over a decade later the habitat reserve was threatened by proposed road improvements in the City of
Del Rey Oaks. In June 2020 the Chapter sued to stop the destruction of the Maritime Chaparral and Oak
Woodland habitat and after 2 years of structured mediation, a draft Settlement Agreement was presented
to Del Rey Oaks. The Chapter and legal counsel continue to negotiate with Del Rey Oaks regarding the
specific provisions of the settlement agreement, which will insure the long-term conservation of the
habitat reserve.
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Chapter and Community Bulletins
Various Authors

HELP NEEDED!
Next month we will have a table at the Monterey Regional
Park Wildlife Day, held at Palo Corona Park on Sunday
March 26th, 10 AM - 3 PM. We need volunteers to help

distribute literature and answer questions, and work on activities for children who visit the table. Please
contact Joan McIntire, 650-678-6433, callippe3@comcast.net if you are interested in helping out. We
have many other ways volunteers can get involved with CNPS. https://chapters.cnps.org/montereybay,
has a wealth of information about our present and past activities.

Seeking chapter book keeper, if interested contact chapter leadership!

Schedule of Upcoming Chapter Events
General Meeting and Program March 8 PG Museum 7:30
California Wildlife Day Table March 26th, Palo CoronaRegional Park, 10 AM - 3 PM
Wildflower Show April 22-22 Carmel Woman’s Club San Carlos and 9th
General Meeting and Program May 10th PG Museum 7:30

CSUMB Tree Planting Events (As of February 2022)

Date Time eWaiver
Planting
Location Planting Goal

February. 25th
(Saturday) 10am-1pm Registration Link

Parking Lot 59
and West of 7th
Ave

Planting 60
Coast Live Oaks

March 11th
(Saturday) 10am-1pm Registration Link

North of parking
lot 59 by 7th Ave
and A St

Planting 50
Coast Live Oaks

Fort Ord/East Garrison Broom Bash Fort Ord/East Garrison Broom Bash
Invasive Plant Eradication Event Invasive Plant Eradication Event
Sundays: March 19, Apr. 30, May 28, June 26, July 23, Aug. 27, Sept. 24 Sundays: March 19, Apr. 30,
May 28, June 26, July 23, Aug. 27, Sept. 24
9:00am - 12:00pm 9:00am - 12:00pm
French Broom (Genista monspessulana) is a nasty, tenacious, invasive plant. Both the plant and seeds are
toxic to animals and other plant life, even native plants.
1. Pre-register(Required) by emailing sustainableeastgarrison@gmail.com at least 5 days prior to each
event. (No worries if you can not make it.)
2. Monterey County requires all participants to pass online Munitions Training http://fortordsafety.com .
Submit a copy of your completion certificate to sustainableeastgarrison@gmail.com at least 4 days prior
to each event.
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Plant of the Month:  Oso Berry - Oemleria cerasiformis
Pat Regan

This month's plant is a shy shade loving shrub that is very easy to miss most of the rest
of the year. But when it comes into flower in mid-winter and looks like it has dangling
chains of apple blossoms hanging from azalea leaf clusters it can catch your eye and
make you scratch your head quizzically. A large patch of this sucker spreading shrub
coming into bloom at once can really grab your attention. Such a patch occurs on a

north facing slope along Highway 68 just east of the intersection with York road. (This of course is one of
the reasons why my wife does not let me drive when we travel together)

This is a plant that can look just like many other plants and is often confused for willows or certain
Rumex species or coffee berry or chokecherry or the aforementioned azalea. It is an “only child”, the

single species in the genus Oemleria, named after Augustus
Gottlieb Oemler (1773-1852), a German naturalist from
Savannah, Georgia, who was the first to collect the species.
Cerasiformis means cherry-shaped referring to the berries (more
accurately drupes) or plums that are produced on the female
plants of this dioecious species. (Having male or female flowers
on separate plants) Male flowers have approximately 15 anthers
along the rim of the hypanthium. Female flowers generally have
five pistils each of which can develop into a single seeded drupe.
The fruits are bird dispersed. As for human consumption,
“Although bitter and astringent, they are "quite palatable when
fully ripe" 1 (Pojar and MacKinnon, 1994). Most populations are
dominated by male plants with females making up a small
fraction of the stand.(figures!) While they are frequently found
in shady moist places, flowering on both sexes and fruit
production on the female plants is generally increased in brighter
light conditions. So, finding a plant with abundant fruit is an
uncommon occurrence which is no small thing! In the Monterey

Bay region, Oso berry is found in moist canyons along streams and in dense Oak woodlands and shady
north facing slopes. This suggests where it might be best utilized in a garden: under the high shade of an
Oak tree, along the north or east facing side of a house or a
shady narrow planting space between two houses or large
structures. (how many times have I heard the question “what
can I plant in a shaded area between my house and my
neighbor’s house?) Frequent wild companions that make
excellent garden companions as well, include Snowberry
(Symphoricarpos albus and S. mollis) Pink honeysuckle
(Lonicera) Coffee berry (Frangula californica) woodland
strawberry (Fragaria vesca) Santa Barbara sedge (Carex
barbarae), Polypody fern (Polypodium californicum), Coast
woodfern (Dryopteris arguta) California maidenhair fern
(Adiantum jordanii) Western sword fern (Polystichum
munitum), and Wood mint (Stachys bullata).
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Propagation is easily achieved with available seed or by dormant wood cuttings in late Fall or herbaceous
wood cuttings in late Spring. The only way to guarantee having a female plant is to clone (take a cutting)
from a verified female plant. It is worth the effort.

Renowned Botanist Glenn Keator wrote of the
Oso berry in his book The Complete Guide to
the Native Shrubs of California; “Oso berry is
not a bold or unusual shrub but it is altogether
modest and pleasant” Not lavish praise, but
sufficient for such an ideal native garden plant.
May we all have a few altogether modest and
pleasant plants to tend.

Cheers,
Pat Regan

6



Helpful CNPS Information

CHAPTER  LEADERSHIP

President: Kenneth McIntire
callippe2@comcast.net

Vice President/Horticulture:
Pat Regan patrick@reganbhc.com

Secretary: Bob Hale
madiaelegans@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Carol LeNeve
ccleneve@att.net

Horticulture: Peigi Duvall
peigidv@indigdesign.com

Website/Email: Brian Edwards
brian@bcedwards.com

Hospitality: Rosemary Foster
rf.foster@att.net

Past President: Brian LeNeve
brian@brianleneve.com

Conservation: Donna Burych
dburych@comcast.net

Board Member: Nikki Nedeff
nikki@ventanaview.net

Newsletter: Chris Stearns
gslandark@gmail.com

Board Member: Kevin Uhlinger
kuhlinger@gmail.com
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