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January Meeting Speaker: Filipp Kashirtsev
Restoring Connections to Plants, Place & People

The CNPS October 20-22, 2022, Conference took on the topic of restoring the connection of plants,
place and people. The conference explored collaborative efforts of many disciplines to gain a deeper
understanding of the native plant community, its relationship to the diversity of life around it and the
part we humans play in this alliance. The Monterey Bay Chapter sponsored Filipp Kashirtsev, CSUMB
Environmental Science graduate student at CSUMB, to attend the CNPS conference ”Rooting Together.”
Filipp will report back to the Chapter on his experiences and what he learned.

Filipp Kashirtsev is an Environmental Science graduate student at CSUMB and Habitat Mapping Field
Researcher at the University. He is also a photographer with a love of science related subjects.

Because the Chapter is still observing the
COVID-19 directives to avoid large gatherings of
people, we’ll have a presentation using Zoom in
lieu of at the PG Museum.
The Zoom link will be posted on the website,
https://chapters.cnps.org/montereybay/ The Zoom
presentation will start at 7:30 and you’ll need to
login with the instructions on the Chapter website
and sent in the eblast.
Presentation: Thursday, January 12th at 7:30pm
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President’s Message
January Meeting

Per our bylaws our January meeting will include the election of officers and directors for 2023, discussion
about going back to in-person meetings, followed by a speaker giving a short talk.
What the bylaws say is: “The Board shall comprise between 7 and 15 members. All must be members in
good standing in CNPS. Each of the officers and the past President shall ex officio be a member of the
Board of Directors.”

I will not be running for president this year and Carol LeNeve stated she would run for Treasurer but will
retire at the close of the fiscal year which is March 31. In fact, at this time no one has volunteered to run
for president. Therefore, the 12-member slate of officers and director is:

Officers
President Open
Vice President Pat Regan
Secretary Bob Hale
Treasurer Carol LeNeve

Member by bylaws
Brian LeNeve

Directors
Peigi Duvall
Brian Edwards
Rosemary Foster
Ken McIntire
Nikki Nedeff
Chris Stearns
Kevin Uhlinger

As mentioned above, president is an open position so anyone interested in filling the position please
contact me at brian@brianleneve.com to discuss the duties and responsibilities of the office. Also, per the
bylaws we will accept nominations from the floor to any position. This is a great chapter of CNPS and
new leadership will be welcomed.

During the open portion of the meeting, we will endeavor to answer any questions anyone has about the
chapter or CNPS.
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Plant Sale Results
By Brian LeNeve

The 2022 annual plant sale was a resounding success. After two
years of on-line plant sales, it was great to return to our traditional
sale where we all could see the actual plants, (most of which were
accompanied by a photo with brief information on the plants
habits, growing needs, etc..), interact with knowledgeable native
plant experts and/or enthusiasts, and overall have a great day.

For those interested in details, among the 203 species and named
cultivars, there were 1752 plants available for sale in various
container sizes of 4-inch, 1-gallon, and 5-gallon – 302 of the 336
4-inch pots sold, 1014 of the 1375 gallons sold and 26 of the 41
5-gallon pots sold. In all we sold 1342 of the 1752 plants
available.

Any plant sale would not be a success without the countless people who volunteer. I cannot begin to let
everyone know how much your time and energy is appreciated and made this sale a great plant sale, one
we believe is second to none. At the risk of not listing everyone I must mention that without the
leadership and efforts of plant sale chair Pat Regan we would not be able to pull this all together.

As you can imagine, after the sale the nursery at MEarth was almost empty having sold 705 plants
growing group volunteers propagated, so we are working hard to get the nursery restocked. Anyone
wanting to volunteer at the nursery and learn to propagate plants, we work every Friday starting at 2:00
now that the days are shorter and 2:30 as days get longer at the Hilton Bialek Habitat on the grounds of
the Carmel Middle School.
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January 2023 Wallflower - Horticulture
By Pat Regan

Happy Spring everyone.
As I write this from the Sierra Nevada above Yosemite Valley, the
snows of the last several weeks are being washed away by an
unseasonably warm rainstorm. The understory of the coniferous
forest is slowly being exposed, some as bare leafless branches,
some as flattened mats of dark leathery green. This rain will not
trigger any new growth or budding now. The cold and snow will
likely return soon to bury them and keep them in their refrigerated dormancy for 3-4 more months. After
all it is winter. Coming from Northern Washington originally, and for those of you that came from the
Midwest or the east coast, this is what I think of when someone says Winter. In those regions (and here in
the mountains) this is a better time to read books and plan for gardening activities later in the year.

Not so in the Coastal regions of Central and Southern California. The heavy rain that is falling in
Monterey County right now portends the almost explosive onset of Spring. In between showers, take a
walk in any meadow or oak woodland or chaparral covered slope and the evidence of spring is prevalent
and dynamic, growing greener each day. Some manzanitas (Arctostaphylos) and currants (Ribes) are in
full bloom, the intricately cut leaves of the fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum) are creeping out among the
fallen leaves in the oak woodland. In wet meadows, the rosettes of California buttercup (Ranunculus
californicus) will soon be topped by shining chiffon yellow flowers. In the maritime chaparral, another
yellow flower is heading into full bloom, the little leaf lomatium or biscuit root (Lomatium parvifolium)
is a diminutive member of the carrot family that is one of the first to welcome spring.

In my garden, despite the cool fall weather we had, holdovers like monkey flowers (Diplacus
aurantiacus), gum plant (Grindelia camporum) and California fuchsia (Epilobium canum) are still
offering nectar to Anna’s hummingbirds and Bumble Bees. Pajaro manzanita (Arctostaphylos pajaroensis
photo below), Refugio manzanita (A. refugioensis) from Santa Barbara County, white-haired manzanita
(A. viridissima ‘White Cloud”) from Santa Cruz Island ,Fuchsia flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum)
and Chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum) have greatly boosted the nectar availability and will carry the
torch through the next several months.

Two things to do in your “early spring” garden with this flush of fresh water: Weed and Plant! Weed
pulling will never be easier than this time of year. Don’t hoe
or hack; pull the whole plant roots and all. For bigger weeds
like French broom (Genista monspessulana) a weed wrench
will do the trick and be satisfyingly successful.
Planting in moist soil is also easy and very low stress for your
new babies. You can make smaller holes than in the bone-dry
early fall and spend less energy on watering and more on
planting. Your efforts will pay off in a shorter time as well. It
is still a good idea to water in the new plants to settle the soil
around the root ball but be careful to avoid packing down the
surrounding soil when it is really wet. Happy New Year and
Happy Spring!
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Help Needed for Legal Expenses

The Monterey Bay Chapter of CNPS is an all-volunteer organization with a small budget based on
proceeds from plant and book sales, and occasional donations. Please support our ongoing work to defend
local plants and natural habitats, as well as the educational materials we share with the community. Please
consider a special donation to the Chapter to support our important work and send a check today to
MB-CNPS, P.O. Box 221303, Carmel, CA 93922. Thank you for your enduring commitment to help
conserve our native plants and habitats!

Helpful CNPS Information

CHAPTER  LEADERSHIP AS OF JANUARY MEETING

President:Brian LeNeve
brian@brianleneve.com

Vice President/Horticulture:
Pat Regan patrick@reganbhc.com

Secretary: Bob Hale
madiaelegans@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Carol LeNeve
ccleneve@att.net

Horticulture: Peigi Duvall
peigidv@indigdesign.com

Website/Email: Brian Edwards
brian@bcedwards.com

Hospitality: Rosemary Foster
rf.foster@att.net

Past President: Nikki Nedeff
nikki@ventanaview.net

Conservation: Donna Burych
dburych@comcast.net

Board Member: Kenneth McIntire
callippe2@comcast.net

Newsletter: Chris Stearns
gslandark@gmail.com

Board Member: Kevin Uhlinger
kuhlinger@gmail.com
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