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ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Jake Reisdorf

No Bees, No Food, No People.
Jake Reisdorf’s visionary retail store and education
room has come to life in Carmel By-the-Sea. But at his
core, there’s more to Jake than just honey and hives.
Through his “Jake Gives Back” campaign he visits
schools and community groups educating others about
honey and bees. This CEO is empowering current and
future generations to make positive decisions
concerning honey bee health, habitat and pollination.
Remember: No Bees, No Food, No People.
____________________________
Because the Chapter is still observing the COVID-19
directives to avoid large gatherings of people, we’ll
have a presentation using Zoom in lieu of a regular
chapter meeting at the Pacific Grove Museum. You can
watch the lecture at home on your computer.
The Zoom link will be posted on the website,
https://chapters.cnps.org/montereybay/ and sent a day
or two in advance in an eblast. The Zoom presentation
will start at 7:30 and you’ll need to login to the web
link with the instructions that will be available on the
Chapter website and sent in the eblast. As there is a
waiting room at our Zoom meeting, please come early!
________________________________________
Presentation will be Thursday, July 8th at 7:30pm

Named California Small Business of the Year,
CSUMB Startup Challenge Main Street Division
Winner and SCORE’s National Young Entrepreneur of
the Year is just the beginning for Jake. He is the Owner
and Operator of Carmel Honey Company. What began
six years ago as a 5th grade homework assignment has
now grown into a sweet family business. Learn more
about this Carmel High School Senior and how he
started a business in middle school, but also about the
importance of bees to our ecosystem and the truth
about real raw honey.

CONSERVATION UPDATE
1. MST SURF! Bus Road
The Chapter submitted extensive comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
bus road proposed west of Highway 1 by Monterey-Salinas Transit. The new road is proposed for the narrow
space between the freeway and the old railroad tracks immediately east of Fort Ord Dunes State Park. The
Chapter advocated for the preparation of a full EIR and more thorough environmental review, as well as an
analysis of alternatives. The proposed road would be dedicated exclusively for bus traffic and is situated in
sensitive dune habitat that could host a number of rare dune plant species. (NN)
2. Del Rey Oaks Habitat Reserve (CNPS Reserve 1 North)
The second mediation session scheduled for early March was postponed indefinitely until the City completes
legal research. In June 2020, the Chapter sued Del Rey Oaks and the now-disbanded Fort Ord Reuse Agency
because the 4.63-acre Reserve, which was protected as a mitigation condition in 2000, is now threatened by
the construction of an expanded and realigned route for South Boundary Road. The road realignment would
connect General Jim Moore Blvd. with Laguna Seca and service new developments sites within the city
limits of Del Rey Oaks and Monterey. (NN)

The Leadership Garden Hedgerow at Rancho Cielo: By Julie Lorenzen
The hedgerow installation began in May 2019. The National Charity League Class of 2020 helped with the install as
part of their Senior Project. We had 17 senior girls plus their mothers come to Rancho Cielo starting in May and
ending in September.
We began by removing weeds on the berm between the Leadership Garden and
Transitional Housing. We then sheet mulched the entire area. The next step was
irrigation. We ran Netafim tubing in three sections and added spaghetti tubing with
drip emitters after the plants were installed. The plants were installed over a
month’s time.
We also added about a pound of California Native wildflower seeds, which so far
has resulted in an abundance of poppies and some yarrow. I am hoping that we will
see even more wildflowers. However, we did recently find our first lupine. I am
hopeful that we will begin to see even more.
Since the original install we have had to remove and add new plants. Some of the original plants didn’t make it and
we are constantly adding plants to where we have empty spots. Recently we added Toyon, Coast Live Oak, Salvias
and Arctostaphylos.

____________________________________________________________________________

Plant of the month, by Patrick Regan
Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium ‘Everett’s Choice’
California Fuschia
Few native California plants save their best for
late summer and fall. Most peak at the height of
spring when the combination of available
moisture, daylight and temperature are perfectly
aligned.
For gardeners seeking to stretch the flowering
season, this eye-catching beauty is a welcome
exception. California fuchsia is a true relative, though distant, of the tropical
fuchsias of Central and South America and while they share little in common
in care and growing conditions they do share the similar flower design seemingly built expressly for hummingbirds.
Blooming from mid-July to as late as December, these primarily red to orange and sometimes pink or even white
trumpets provide critical nectar for resident hummingbirds as well as those migrating south.
In the wild, California fuchsia is a broad ranging plant; various species and sub-species occupy sunny dry slopes
throughout much of California and other western states and Mexico. From 6 inches tall with broad fuzzy leaves to
over 5 feet tall with tiny silver foliage, the variations in form and flower color throughout their range have spawned
many reliable and beautiful horticultural selections for gardens from Coastal bluffs to mountain passes
Our local Central Coast species Epilobium canum ssp. canum, an upright
multiple branched form, is found on rocky road cuts and open slopes in
many different places in the County This species is just beginning to
flower in gardens and wild spaces this month. Some started weeks ago in
my garden, including a particularly attractive low spreading form called
Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium ‘Everett’s choice’. This California
fuchsia is heading toward full bloom in multiple locations in my yard,
spilling out of large containers, and sprawling along pathways.
‘Everett’s Choice’ spreads by means of underground rhizome, to up to 3
feet wide and from July to October (and later if the weather remains
warm) can be covered nonstop with bright red trumpets that are beacons to
the thirsty hummingbirds lucky enough to buzz by. Extremely drought tolerant, these plants often flower better when
kept on the dry side in a garden but will extend the length of the show with occasional supplemental water(best done
in the morning hours). “Everett’s choice” is likely from a wild collection in the Sierra’s and was introduced to the
nursery world by way of a gift of a small plant to Everett Butts who ran a Native nursery near Sacramento and grew it
on for a while, then gave some to Cornflower farms, a large wholesale native plant nursery that has now dispersed it
statewide. It is more heat tolerant than some of the real coastal varieties and selections but seems versatile enough to
thrive in full sun in Pacific Grove or San Benito! When it is in a “happy place” and spreading rapidly it will find
nooks and crannies for new rhizomes or seedlings very quickly and persist for many years.

An occasional (every one to two years) hard pruning of the older upright stems in late winter or early spring will
improve the appearance overall and encourage additional spread and bloom the following summer.
Horticulturally minded folks have been selecting California fuchsia plants in the wild and from their own gardens for
introduction into the nursery trade for a long time, It can be dizzying to peruse a list of names of these selections. For
low spreading forms to complement ‘Everetts choice’ some of my favorites are the clean white flowered E.
‘Summer Snow ‘from southern California (photo above left), silver leaved E. septentrionale ‘Select Mattole’, tight
form hybrid E. canum x septentionale 'Schieffelens Choice' and E. ‘Cloverdale’. Others with more upright form
and larger leaves that can fill an area like a small shrub include E. ‘Catalina’ the largest form that I know of and the
broad fuzzy leaved E. ‘Calistoga’ and the pink flowered E. ‘Marin Pink’. (Photo above right) There are many more
and the months ahead are great for observing them in gardens and making your shopping list for fall sales during the
best time for planting them.
Be kind to migrant hummingbirds and plant a California fuchsia this fall!

Helpful CNPS Information Page
CNPS is dedicated to Preserving and Protecting California Native Plants and Their Habitats

You must register for field trips online at:
www.meetup.com/The-Monterey-Bay-Area-Hiking-Group
Meeting times, locations, and more details are on Meetup.
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND LACK OF A FIELD TRIP
CHAIR, MEETUP EVENTS ARE LIMITED.

The Next Publication of The Wallflower
Newsletter: September/October
Deadline: 8/18 Please!
-Articles submitted after deadline will NOT be
published!
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