VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY SNowDY DODSON

You probably have my take/philosophy on voting regarding
California's propositions: “When in doubt, vote NO.” Having
attended a recent CNPS sponsored webinar on Proposition
45, there is absolutely no doubt in my mind that its passage
would totally gut CEQA. Currently, CEQA provides the
public & environmental organizations & agencies a means to
provide input on how environmentally sensitive developments
& projects are approved in California. Proposition 45 (41
pages long) would rewrite CEQA to eliminate principles
favoring the environment resulting in irreparable damage to
California's native plants & other natural resources. This
proposition was funded by the building industry, big
corporations, & the California Chamber of Commerce — yes,
big money, not ordinary folks. If passed, it would prevail over
all other environmental laws & require a 2 /3 vote to amend.
Projects impacted are energy, water, transportation, housing,
data centers, public safety (i.c., wildfire risk), clear cutting,
herbicide application, pipelines & power plants — a long list.
Proposition 45 aims to weaken our environmental protections
by limiting the number of alternatives offered during
environmental review including those suggested by the public
during the review process. There would be caps on public
comments including limits on consultations by Native Tribes
that are not federally recognized. In addition, the proposed
proposition would undermine judicial review by restricting
evidence & limiting judicial remedies. In short, CEQA would
be gutted & become a meaningless document allowing big
corporations/developers & perhaps federal agencies to
rubber stamp all future environmentally harmful projects.
Some other points to keep in mind: Proposition 45 is funded
by big money, it gives all power to corporations, not our
communities, it will not save money but will cost millions of
dollars to implement, it will not lower housing costs.
Currently, CEQA is the safeguard for CNPS to protect
California's native plants & habitats through environmental
document review & even litigation if needed. As our federal
environmental protections are increasingly at risk/threatened,
CEQA provides a failsafe at the state level. Though CEQA
may have flaws, gutting it is not the answer for our future
environmental health. For more information & to get
involved see: https://www.noprop45ca.com As always, get
out & vote in November. Please let others know about the
harm that would result from the passage of Proposition 45.
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TUESDAY EVENING
MONTHLY PROGRAMS
SEPT. 8, 2026 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

FRONTLINES OF EXTINCTION
AT THE CALIFORNIA-NEVADA BORDER

PRESENTER: CHLOE NOVAK

Chloe, a masters student, is on the frontlines of
extinction at the California-Nevada Border as she
develops “A Flora of the Amargosa River Headwaters,
Nye and Esmeralda Counties Nevada.” Like most
political boundaries, the California state line is
permeable to biogeography, abiotic factors like geology
and weather, and conservation threats. Our
understanding of and ability to protect California's
extraordinarily diverse flora is greatly enhanced by an
continned on page 2

OCTOBER 13, 2026 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom
CO-CREATING
A STEWARDSHIP STORY FOR
BALDWIN HILLS PARKLANDS

PRESENTER: STACEY VIGALLON, MS, EDD

Access to nature and nature knowledge is an equity
issue in urban Los Angeles. Urban parklands not only
support biodiversity but also serve as vital hubs for
community connection to nature, native plant habitat
restoration and stewardship opportunities, and the
sharing of knowledge among different communities.
This presentation describes the logistics, goals, and
preliminary outcomes of a collaboration to co-create
community programming centered on native plant
habitat in urban parkland. continued on page 3

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.
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RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, a7 Nuys
Thursdays 6:30am - 9:30am (New Day)
Saturday, Sept. 26 7am - 10am

Saturday, Oct. 24 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at
moiraw(@earthlink.net.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

October 6, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

MONTHLY PROGRAMS

continned from page 1

Frontlines of Extinction - September 8
improved understanding of the floras with which it
is connected and about which comparatively little is
currently known. Preliminary results from an in-
progress floristic inventory of one such neighboring
area, the Amargosa River headwaters in Nye and
Esmeralda counties, Nevada, demonstrate the
importance and urgency of filling botanical
knowledge gaps in a context of rapid
industrialization that threatens intact desert
ecosystems along and beyond California's eastern
border. From its source in the xeric uplands of
Pahute Mesa through its terminus in Death Valley's
Badwater Basin, the Amargosa River supports rich
biodiversity, unique habitats, and endemism hotspots
in North America's most challenging desert

PP

hloe Novak

ecoregion. With more than 160 plants added to the
documented flora of its headwaters so far, including rare
plants previously thought endemic to California, this
research will directly inform land management and
conservation efforts while providing novel insights into
the biodiversity of the Mojave-Great Basin transition
zone. Join California Botanic Garden graduate
researcher Chloe Novak for an introduction to the
amazing plants of this highly threatened landscape and
the exciting work of documenting them for science and
conservation.

Chloe received her BA in political science from Reed
College in Portland, OR and studied natural history and
resource management at Merritt College in Oakland, CA
to augment a wide range of volunteer and professional
field botany experiences throughout western North
America prior to joining the CalBG graduate program.
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continned from page 1
Co-creating Stewardship - October 8

The project's objective is to serve youth and families of the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation as
well as students and community members local to Baldwin Hills Parklands. The project layers indigenous knowledge
with lessons learned from on-site community-based habitat restoration through guided hikes and hands-on activities

co-led by staff from two non-profit organizations.

Stacey is Executive Director and co-founder of Nature Nexus Institute, leading community-based science programs
and nature-based art workshops for people of all ages in L.os Angeles. She holds a BS in Wildlife Management from
Cal Poly Humboldt, an MS in Wildlife Science from the University of Washington, and she completed the UC Santa
Cruz Science Communication Graduate Program with an emphasis in science illustration. She received her EdD from

UCLA, with a dissertation focus on nature and transdisciplinary learning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANTA CLARITA RIVER RALLY, CLEANUP &
ENVIRONMENTAL EXPO

Sat. Sept. 19 — 8 to 11 am

Newhall Community Center, 22421 Market Street

Help clean up the Santa Clara River at this 31" annual event as
part of Coastal Cleanup Day. Numerous environmental
groups including CNPS will be there to provide valuable
information. See this link for registration:
https://greensantaclarita.com/events

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY

Sat. Sept. 19 — 9 am to 12 pm

Coastal Cleanup Day is an international day of action to
protect our oceans, watersheds, and wildlife from debris and
plastic pollution. Heal the Bay, the California Coastal
Commission, & the Ocean Conservancy sponsor this huge
event with over 30 sites to choose from.

Register to select your site via:
https://healthebay.org/coastalcleanupday/

UCLA STUNT RANCH RESERVE

California Biodiversity Day Bioblitz

Saturday, September 12th

9:30am -1pm

Celebrate California Biodiversity Day at UCLA Stunt Ranch
Reserve by participating in their annual bioblitz! On Saturday,
Visit Stunt Ranch for a fun-filled morning of group hiking to
explore the reserve to document the diverse plants and
animals along its trails. This event is open to all ages and the
public is welcome! Please use this link for further info & to
reserve your spot:

—Stunt Ranch Reserve California Biodiversity Day Bioblitz
Stunt Ranch Reserve

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF

MALIBU CREEK STATE PARK

September 26 — 4:30 pm — 10 pm

A free event including open house with live music,
food trucks, wine & beer garden, and “STORIES
UNDER THE STARS” — listen to tribal members,
scientists, historians and others about the people
and living things of Malibu Creek State Park. For
more info and to register: <bit.ly/MalibuCreek50>

CAL-IPC SYMPOSIUM

Online, Oct. 20-22

“Think Globally, Weed Locally” is the 2026 theme
for this annual meeting for those fighting invasives
& involved in environmental restoration in
California. See the California Invasive Pest Council
website for more information & registration details:
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BOTANTISTS
SYMPOSIUM

Nov. 7 — California Botanic Garden, Claremont
“Where Cities Bloom: the Future of Urban Botany
in Southern California” is the theme of this 52™
annual event. Save the date. Registration &
programming info coming soon on the event
website: https://socalbot.org/save-the-date-scb-
52nd-annual-symposium/
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SNowDY DODSON HONORED AS CNPS FELLOW

On June 6 at a meeting in Berkeley, the CNPS Chapter Council approved our chapter vice-president
Snowdy Dodson to be honored as a CNPS Fellow, which according to the CNPS website, is “the
highest recognition CNPS awards its members.” Because Snowdy attended the Chapter Council
meeting remotely, she did not receive her certificate on June 6, and instead received it during a
lunch gathering of LA/SMM chapter board members, plus several leaders of neighboring chapters,
at a restaurant in San Fernando Valley on Saturday, July 18, as shown by photos below.
Congratulations Snowdy.

From left to right above: Chris Sarabia, Julie Clark, Gwenn Neill, Mary Montes, Cliff and Gabi
McLean, Snowdy, George Waddell, Steve Hartman, Cynthia Jackson, Louise Ratliff, and Bill Neill.

¥ California Native
Plant Society

In recognition of continued outstanding contributions toward the botany,
preservation, and enjoyment of California’s native flora and upon nomination
by the CNT'S Los Angeles Santa Monica Mountains Chapter, the title of

Fellow of the California Native Plant Society
has been conferred by the CNPS Chaprer Council and Board of Directors upon

Snowdy Dodson
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CNTS Board of Directors CNTS Chapter Council CNPS

Opver the years I have seen her take over more and more duties as older members who were leaders in
LA/SMM Chapter passed away, leaving a vacuum. She remained president until approximately 2022;
when she stepped down she took the position of vice president. She still holds this position. Also, during
that time, she was the CNPS Delegate for our chapter and to this day, she fulfills this responsibility,
attending Chapter Council meetings every three months. She attends chapter council faithfully and was
Secretary for the council for a term of two years. Years ago when our custom was to send out a paper
newsletter, Snowdy oversaw getting it into the post office on time. She would personally haul all the
newsletters to the post office every other month and make sure we complied with all the "red tape"
required for the mailing by the Post Office. Excerpts from nomination letter by Mary Montes
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FIELD TRIP OFFERING # 1

Deukmejian Wilderness Park
Saturday, October 17, 9:30 AM

In the San Gabriel mountain foothills, Dennis Arguelles with National Parks Conservation Association
will lead a hike and discuss the proposed Rim of the Valley legislation that would expand the Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. At the north edge of Glendale, Deukmeijian Wilderness
Park features trails through chaparral & sage scrub, streamside woodlands and a historic stone barn
converted to a nature center.

The park's street address is 3429 Markridge Road. From Foothill Blvd. in La Crescenta, go north on
New York Ave. to the end, then another 400 feet on Markridge to the entrance. Park and gather near
the stone barn nature center. For logistical questions contact Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net. Rain
forecast will postpone event to Saturday, October 24 or a later date announced by email.
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FIELD TRIP OFFERING #2

Westwood Greenway
Saturday, November 7, 10:00 AM

On Saturday morning, Nov. 7, come to the Westwood Greenway at 10 am for some stewardship
(invasives removal and pruning), followed by a tour at 11:30 of this ecological oasis. The Greenway
(westwoodgreenway.org) will be about 6 years old and the biodiversity is increasing every year. A
constructed stream provides a nature-based solution to urban runoff pollution with water pumped up
from the storm drain year round. Locally native plants are habitat for over 550 species (see the
iNaturalist page "Westwood Neighborhood Greenway").

We will meet at the west gate of the Greenway, close to Westwood Blvd. Please look at the map for
suggested parking locations and use 2HPF+QW3 for a GPS map pin. Permit Parking is in effect on
Ashby and other streets but not generally enforced. Walking is level with a total distance about 34
mile, depending on where you park. Shade is limited; please bring your own water! We will provide
gloves and tools or bring your own.

The Greenway is also available from the E (Expo) Line (Westwood /Rancho Park station) and the #12
and #8 Santa Monica Big Blue Bus and #3 Culver City bus. A Throne restroom is available at the
Metro station.
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"Variation in Calochortus plummereae observed in the Santa Monica Mountains Spring 2026" by David Strauch
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LA/SMM Grassroots Partner PRISMM Going to Bat to Protect Oaks, Sensitive Habitat, Waters of the State

Protectors and Residents in the Santa Monica Mountains ( PRISMM ) is a grassroots community group based in
the western part of Los Angeles County near Agoura Hills. They supported LA/SMM during the successful
Cornerstone - Agoura Hills litigation a few years ago..

Now is a chance for our chapter and members to give back to PRISMM . They are suing the City of Agoura Hills
and developer of a high density multi-use project. The property has federal and state listed plants, special habitat
types, is within the nexus of two well documented wildlife corridors, a perennial headwater to Malibu Creek runs
through it, along with numerous oaks. The site is at the corner of AQoura and Kanan Roads, which is located along
already crowded ‘pinch points' for traffic and evacuations from Agoura Hills, Oak Park, adjacent rural communities
and Malibu. The City failed to analyze and consider impacts of the proposed development to environmental harms
and safety. The project violates the city's Oak Tree Ordinance by allowing removal of far more than the allowed
limit of trees without clear mitigation.

PRISMM supports new housing in the vicinity of Agoura Hills, especially affordable units. The City of
Agoura Hills' slogan is 'Gateway to the Santa Monica Mountains.' PRISMM believes the way the city is
approving numerous projects without clear analyses in order to meet state housing metrics will make
travelers and residents unsafe, the local viewshed and environment degraded, and permanently take
away the city charm and culture.

Please consider supporting PRISMM's litigation efforts to ensure a balance of adequate affordable
housing, environmental protections, and public safety. Donations are tax deductible:
santamonicamountains.org

Below: Map of proposed development showing location, numerous oaks slated for removal,
and proximity to headwater of Malibu Creek. Credit: PRISMM.
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UCLA Protecting Habitat, Preventing Destructive Fire: Creating More Effective Wildland
Management Policies

On June 12, 2026, UCLA's Sustainable LA Grand Challenge hosted a collaborative workshop which brought
together 30 ecologists, community leaders, fire and land management officials, and elected representatives to
address ecological implications of fire on Southern California's shrubland ecosystem. Discussions centered on the
ecological risks of prescribed burns and vegetation treatments in intact shrubland, emphasizing that frequent
burning and disturbance causes vegetation-type conversion (VTC) into highly flammable invasive weeds. Experts
highlighted the need for targeted invasive species removal, planting of native green-breaks (such as planting local
oak trees), and surgical, ecologically informed firefighting tactics to minimize habitat destruction while providing
community safety. The workshop also identified systemic gaps across fire policy and interagency coordination. To
resolve operational silos, participants advocated for centralized data sharing of environmentally sensitive areas,
more shrubland-specific ecological training for county fire defensible space inspectors, and recommended
expanding regional partnerships like the Santa Monica Fire Safe Alliance into a Joint Powers Authority to continue
discussing this issue.

To read the UCLA summary, visit: https://sustainablela.ucla.edu/news/protecting-habitat-preventing-destructive-
fire-creating-more-effective-wildland-management

Looking for Native Tree Advocates in Westchester Area

One of our members is also a member of CFAC which is the group that advises the
city on the subject of street trees. She has let us know that mitigated trees will be
planted by the City Urban Forestry Department in the following blocks of the
Westchester area:

7800 Airport

7800 Bleriot

7800 Naylor

7800 Vicksburg

7800 Truxton

7800 Croydon

6500— 6700 W 86, 87, and/or 88th Street

She is asking if there are CNPS members out there living in these neighborhoods that
are willing to interact with the city to request California native trees be planted in these
areas. Unless a California native tree is requested by a resident, a non-native such as
crepe myrtle, Australian willow, water gum, Canary Island pine or one of several other
non-natives will be planted. If anyone would like to get involved with this effort, please
email the chapter or Mary Montes at mecmontes100@hotmail.com.

Chapter Officers Chapter Message Phone: CHAPTER RENEWALS &
President Secretar (818) 782-9346 NEW MEMBERSHIPS
. N . Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Bill Neill Mary Herr Chapter Website: lasmm@cnps.org o - "5 6
(818) 769-0678 marcher98mh@gmail.com acramento, .
b i hlink . Current CNPS memberships levels are:
bgneill@earthlink.net - Chapter email: $25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500.
. . sreasurer la-santamonicamountains@cnps.otg  Make checks payable 1o CNPS
Vice President Mary Montes or online at www.cnps.org
Snowdy Dodson (747) 282-6540
(818) 782-9346 mcmontes100@hotmail.com Webmaster: Louise Ratliff CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu louise_ratliff@yahoo.com Be sure to notify
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch Sacramento, CA 95816.

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman

strauch@hawaii.edu naturebase@aol.com
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