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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

May 12, 2026 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

The Ups and Downs of 
Upright Milkvetch 

By David Strauch, 
Chapter Rare Plant Chair

Jen Toy is a landscape architect and habitual weed puller. 
She leads Test Plot, a nonprofit that supports 
community-led landcare. Through design and 
stewardship, she partners with local residents and design 
firms to plant and care for experimental plots. Her work 
focuses on urban ecology, regenerative practices, and 
bridging the gap between neighbors and land managers. 
Previously, Jen taught at the University of  Southern 
California, where she developed Test Plot's curriculum. 

continued on page 2

Test Plot: an experiment
 in community-led land care

Presenter: Jen Toy

Two years ago our chapter celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of  the Rare Plant Inventory with a hike to 
visit the gorgeous patch of  upright milkvetch (Astragalus 
brauntonii) on the ridge separating Temescal and Santa 
Yñez canyons.  Typically the view from this ridge extends 
over much of  Tovaangar — the traditional lands of  the 
Kizh/Tongva/Gabrieleño people — the edges of  which 
contain most of  the range of  this rare regional endemic.  
Although we expected to see the just-past-full moon 
setting over Topanga, in the event the morning was 
socked in with thick mists, and the views extended only 
shortly past the trail.  This was excellent weather for 
hiking, the milkvetch was showing off  its purple 
blossoms, and our walk through the largest area of  
federally designated critical habitat for this species also 
took us past a couple groves of  native walnuts (Juglans 
californica, another rare species), and a host of  native 
wildflowers.

A year later things looked very different.  The 
Palisades Fire of  January 2025 began on Temescal Ridge 
about a quarter mile seaward of  the main patch, and 
burned much of  the watersheds on both sides of  the 
ridge.  Adding to the impact, during the post-fire cleanup 
downed power poles were collected and piled in part of  
the patch, which is one of  the few relatively flat areas on 
the ridge.  It was difficult to determine responsibility for 
this, in part because State Parks had closed the area.  
Sometime later the poles were cleared and the area 
temporarily fenced with notices not to disturb the critical 
habitat.  Another patch of  A. brauntonii affected by 
putative "fire cleanup" was on the (unburned) Summit-
to-Summit fireroad between Topanga and the Valley, 
where MRCA liberally cleared vegetation with 
"masticators" (see January issue).

continued on page 8

June 9, 2026 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Native Street Trees for L.A.: 
Four Pilot Projects to Support 

Biodiversity in the Urban Environment

Presenter: Charles Miller

continued on page 2

Native species trees offer all the benefits of  canopy to 
our urban environment; shade cooling for pedestrians, 
beautification, mitigation of  urban heat island effect, 
but they also provide unparalleled support for 
biodiversity, evolutionary adaptation to local 
precipitation patterns, and a sense of  geographical and 
cultural identity no non-native tree can supply. Why is it 
then that most municipalities in California continue to 
primarily plant the same 30 species of  exotic trees used 
around the world for urban forests?



RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays 6:30am - 9:30am
Saturday, May 23  7am - 10am 
Saturday, June 27  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING
June 2, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

Announcements

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP CHAIR WANTED
If  you have time to spare and would like to help our 
chapter thank new members, report new members for 
the TOYON, and report membership information to 
the chapter board please contact our chapter president 
Bill Neill at bgneill@gmail.com

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
continued from page 1

Test Plot - May 12
Jen Toy also co-founded the award-winning 
international nonprofit Kounkuey Design Initiative. 
Earlier in her career, she worked as a park ranger in 
Yosemite and as a groundskeeper at the Morton 
Arboretum—two of  her all-time favorite jobs. Jen 
graduated from Harvard College with a degree in 
the History of  Science and from the Graduate 
School of  Design in Landscape Architecture and 
Urban Planning. She grew up in the Bay Area, where 
her deep connection to the California landscape first 
took root.

Native Trees - June 9
This presentation will explore the resistance to 
California native species as street trees, the 
challenges, both real and imagined, they face in 
adoption, and the Los Angeles Community Forest 
Advisory Committee’s (CFAC) creation of  four pilot 
projects in Los Angeles planting native street trees. 
We will cover the obstacles the pilot projects have 
faced and how advocacy and coalition building has 
overcome them. Years prior to planting, CFAC 
began the process by putting together a list of  over 
90 native species that have potential as urban street 
trees. This list has been vetted by a group of  experts 
and challenges the scientifically unsupported 
argument that California lacks sufficient native 
species options for a thriving urban forest. 

Los Angeles Climate Reality Project Chair Charles Miller 
is a climate ambassador with decades in environmental 
advocacy. A USGBC LEED Green Associate and 
certified native plant and wildfire defense landscaper, he 
is a published authority on California native plant use in 
urban environments and is a member of  the 
International Society of  Arboriculture. He currently 
serves as CD5 Commissioner on LA's Community 
Forest Advisory Committee and as the Water Resources 
representative on the LA County Metro Sustainability 
Council. He holds board positions with Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance and 
Westwood Greenway, Inc. He created the advocacy 
organization, LA Native, which promotes biodiversity 
through native landscaping on behalf  of  over 30 
stakeholder groups. Miller also has served several terms 
with the Palms Neighborhood Council where he 
founded and serves as chair of  the Green Committee. 
His background includes a sustainability education from 
UCLA, Sustainable Resource Management and Zero 
Waste Certification from the California Resource 
Recovery Association, as well as an MA in Cinema 
Production from USC and work as a globally 
represented and exhibited fine art photographer. 

Stunt Ranch Reserve: Guided Nature Hike & 
Crafting Workshop

th
Sat. May 9 , 2026; 10am - 1pm at Stunt Ranch Reserve 
(1201 Stunt Rd. Calabasas, CA 91302)
Spring is here, and as wildflowers bloom across the 
landscape, Stunt Ranch Reserve invites visitors to join a 
guided hike to explore native plants occurring in the 
reserve's diverse ecosystems. Led by local naturalist and 
plant enthusiast Ed Neil, participants will learn about the 
native plants encountered and be guided through 
techniques on making cordage out of  Chaparral Yucca 
(Hesperoyucca whipplei) leaves. This free, public event is open 
to all ages. To RSVP visit .https://shorturl.at/Dz1sa

mailto:(bgneill@earthlink.net)
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shorturl.at_Dz1sa&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=eCMHk-QI4VlCuXhhykeSqu35GuwTh9CESgmbiVA5oDvWDMSZSyn37kYcW-5Z9CBi&s=LHByYz4fc61ebjKw0SuaObNYsK7atlSrWXnc0EyiPUE&e=
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California Native Plant Society, Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter
  

 Halli Mason Student Research Scholarship Program

Award: LA/SMM CNPS is offering two Scholarships of  $2,000 each for 2026.

Focus: The Halli Mason Student Research Scholarships are intended to support  two students who are currently 
studying conservation or plant sciences focusing on the local flora of  Southern California.

Eligibility Requirements: - undergraduate or graduate college students who are currently engaged in the study of  
the local flora of  southern California. Applicants do not need to be located in Southern California. This Scholarship 
strives to expand access to conservation & floristics research. We encourage and enthusiastically welcome applications 
from BIPOC students, women, and other individuals from groups historically marginalized from academia.

Awardee Responsibilities: Once awarded the Scholarship, the awardee will be expected to fulfill one or both of  the 
following criteria:
1. Write a summary of  progress made on their research to be published in the CNPS LA/SMM Chapter’s Online 
Monthly Newsletter – The Toyon.
2. Present a program on their research progress at a monthly LA/SMM Chapter meeting

 
Application Process: to apply for the Scholarship 
please provide the following to lasmm@cnps.org  by 
June 30, 2026.
- Your name, mobile phone number, email address, 
degree program & academic institution
- A short abstract describing your current research and 
how it relates to the native plant populations of  
Southern California.
- In the header of  your application please include 
“Halli Mason Student Research Scholarship” as well as 
your full name.

Evaluation Process: After the submission deadline, 
members of  the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter will review 
all applications. If  you are to be a recipient of  the 
Scholarship, a member of  CNPS will reach out directly 
to you to administer the award. We expect to award the 
funds in fall 2026.

Deadline: All applications must be submitted by June 
30, 2026. The recipient will be announced in the fall of  
2026.

Halli Mason was an immigrant to the US 
who fell in love with California plants and 
landscapes, and over many years contributed 
to CNPS in numerous roles, being named a 
CNPS Fellow in 2005.
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Betsey Landis Award Announcement
Established in 2025 by the Hauer, Chamberlin, and Russell families, this grant honors Betsey Landis, a CNPS 
Fellow who was devoted to education, rare plants, and horticulture. The Betsey Landis Award is given to students 
and researchers that advance the understanding of  California native plants in the Santa Monica Mountains region. 
CNPS Student Research Grants | California Native Plant Society

Below are the first two recipients, Marjorie Rhodes and Marco Rene Castaneda Martinez (and the students' 
biographies have also been published  on the state CNPS website). We are so pleased to be able to provide here
these awards to the next generation of  environmental stewards in memory of  Betsey and her incredible 
contributions to the CNPS community:

 
Marjorie Rhodes, a first year and first-generation college 
student in the California State University, Dominguez Hills 
master's degree program in biology, has been selected for her 
project entitled “Characterizing impacts of  hybridization in 
dominant obligate seeders of  southern maritime chaparral.” 
She writes that her investigation of  Ceanothus megacarpus   and 
Ceanothus verrucosus hybridization is an important information 
gap to fill because it “could impact seed viability and seedling 
establishment, as future changes in climate may result in 
range shift” for this rare vegetation community. She aims to 
describe the extent of  the hybrid zone and analyze 
differences in seed biology of  multiple populations. The 
funding will cover travel costs for Rhodes, including a trip to 
the Santa Monica Mountains Recreational Area and Topanga 
State Park.  

  
Marco Rene Castaneda Martinez, a PhD candidate at UC 
Davis, has been selected for his project entitled “Utilizing 
seed and seedling traits to enhance seed collection strategies in 
a foundational species, Stipa pulchra.” Martinez was born in El 
Salvador, immigrating at age four, and raised in East Los 
Angeles. Martinez writes: “Investigating how drought and 
temperature will affect the germination and survival of  Stipa 
pulchra across multiple ecotypes is critical for developing 
climate-smart restoration strategies.” Landis Award funding 
will contribute to purchasing the research materials he needs 
to conduct his experiment. Southern seed populations that 
will be tested include seed collected in the Santa Monica 
Mountains.  
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Field Trip Offering

SANTA YNEZ CANYON
Saturday, May 30, 9:00 am

 
From Pacific Palisades, the Santa Ynez Canyon Trail accesses the interior of  Topanga State Park through a 
botanically diverse canyon.  Our tour leader, Dorothy Steinicke, has monitored the canyon's recovery since the 
wildfire of  January last year.  Our meeting place on Saturday morning is at the end of  Vereda De La Montura, a 
short street in “The Summit” community.  From Sunset Blvd., about one-half  mile from its terminus at Pacific 
Coast Highway, take Palisades Drive about 2 miles northwest and turn left at Vereda De La Montura, which is the 
first street intersection with a left turn.  The street goes down a steep slope to a gated community and the trailhead.  
Park along the curbs and meet inside the trailhead gate, down some steps to a level area next to a fenced concrete 
flood channel.  Our plant tour will proceed about one mile up the shaded canyon and return by noon.  Most of  the 
trail is nearly level but some places are steeper.  Poison oak is present in places, so long pants and long sleeves are 
recommended. For logistical questions contact Bill Neill at . bgneill@earthlink.net
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March 13 chapter hike at Whitney Canyon Park, through magnificent 
woodland of  oak and sycamore trees south of  Santa Clarita, led by 
Dennis Arguelles with the National Parks Conservation Association.

5

CNPS BIG DAY OF GIVING  2026
The giving period this year is April 23 to May 7.  

To donate to CNPS and it's Chapters go to bigdayofgiving.org/cnps  

mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
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Blossoming at the Basin: A Community 
Restores Native Habitat

By Nadia Wilson, Eagle Scout Candidate

An Eagle Scout project is the final, culminating 
requirement for a Scout to earn the rank of  Eagle, tasking 
them with leading a significant community service effort 
that demonstrates leadership and provides a lasting benefit 
to a local organization or the environment.

The Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve has always stood out 
to me as a place where nature and community come 
together. As someone who grew up in a family passionate 
about plants and habitat restoration, I knew I wanted my 
Eagle Scout Project to contribute to preserving and 
strengthening spaces like this.

Over time, I’ve seen how invasive, non-native species, 
especially mustard, have spread throughout the basin. 
These plants not only crowd out native species, but also 
dry out in the summer and increase fire risk. I wanted to 
help restore balance by removing invasive plants and 
reintroducing native species that are more water-efficient, 
fire-resistant, and beneficial to local wildlife.

With support from the California Native Plant Society and 
Friends of  the Los Angeles River, I organized a habitat 
restoration event on March 21st. My goal was to create an 
opportunity for the community to come together and make 
a lasting environmental impact. 

I was truly amazed by the turnout; 207 volunteers joined 
the effort, making it the largest group the site had seen in 
over a year. It was inspiring to see so many people, 
including fellow scouts, family members, and local 
residents, willing to give their time and energy to support 
native habitat restoration.

Together, we accomplished:

Removal of  over 100 bags of  invasive plants (an estimated 
3,000 gallons).

Clearing approximately one-third of  an acre for 
restoration.

Planting 77 California native plants selected to support 
local ecosystems.

continued on page 7

Volunteers removing invasive mustard and preparing 
the site for restoration.

An incredible turnout of  207 volunteers supporting 
the restoration effort.

Scouts and community volunteers work together to 
plant the Western Sycamore.
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continued from page 6

We planted a variety of  native species, 
including White Sage (Salvia apiana), 
Narrowleaf  Milkweed (Asclepias 
fascicularis), California Sagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), California Poppy 
(Eschscholzia californica), and 
Bladderpod (Cleomella arborea). These 
plants will provide important habitat 
and food sources for pollinators, birds, 
and other wildlife.

The centerpiece of  our planting effort 
was a 7 foot Western Sycamore 
(Platanus racemosa). Planting a tree of  
this size required a true team effort, 
symbolizing the long-term growth and 
shade we hope to bring back to the 
basin. These plants will provide vital 
habitat and food sources for 
pollinators, birds, and other wildlife 
for decades to come.

One of  my main priorities for this 
project was sustainability. I've created a 
follow-up plan to return regularly for 
watering, weeding, and monitoring 
plant growth to ensure the restoration 
continues to succeed over time.

This project demonstrated to me the 
power of  community collaboration. 
With the partnership of  CNPS, 
FoLAR, the San Fernando Valley 
Audubon Society, and L.A. City 
Recreation and Parks and many 
dedicated volunteers, we were able to 
do more than just remove invasive 
plants; we helped build a stronger, 
more resilient ecosystem. 

I'm incredibly grateful to everyone 
who participated and supported this 
effort. Together, we've taken an 
important step toward protecting and 
restoring the Sepulveda Basin for years 
to come.

Carefully selected native plants are introduced to support biodiversity.

A newly restored section of  the basin, now planted with native species.
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Distribution of Astragalus brauntonii showing federally designated Critical Habitat in 
yellow, and CalFlora observations in pink.

A. brauntonii is rare because its normal distribution is limited to patches of  calcareous (calcium carbonate) 
soils, which limit competition from dominant chaparral species.  Like other species of  Astragalus, it fixes 
nitrogen, and is able to establish itself  in nutrient poor soils, so it increases in distribution after fires, but 
eventually loses ground to other species as they use the nitrogen it has added to the soil to recover.  This 
process can currently be seen in the northwest edge of  its range, in the Simi Hills, where eight years after the 
Woolsey fire, the new growth of  A. brauntonii is smaller than the plants of  previous years.  Even though the 
species may appear to thrive after a fire, its longterm survival depends on the refugia of  calcareous soils to 
which it retreats in later succession habitat.

This year, after a full winter's rain, the postfire landscape of  Temescal Ridge and the adjoining Temescal 
and Santa Yñez Canyons has reached the sweet spot for the milkvetch, and it has expanded wildly, appearing 
to pour down some of  the canyon slopes.  There must be tens of  thousands of  plants this year, and they are 
starting to bloom!  This is something we may not see again, at least not for a long time. Eventually the patch 
on Temescal Ridge will probably return to the "stable" size that we saw before the fire, but right now there is 
a chance to see this species flourish — as it builds back the soil for the plants that will succeed it.

The easiest place to look at Astragalus brauntonii is in Santa Yñez Canyon.  From PCH go up Sunset Blvd 
about 1/2 mile to turn left on Palisades Drive, follow that a couple miles through the canyon and up to the 
top of  the development (it becomes Chastain Parkway near the top), and go up Via Las Palmas 2 blocks to 
the Temescal Ridge / Skull Rock Trailhead.  There is now A. brauntonii right there!  The trail takes a few 
concrete switchbacks and a little dirt trail to get up to the fireroad on the ridge.  There are big stands of  
milkvetch if  you take the road north (away from the ocean).  There's a nice walk down through more of  the 
critical habitat, and more (new) big post-fire stands of  the plant, down to the trailhead at Michael Lane. If  
you visit with friends, you can drop one car at one trailhead and walk back to it from the other. This will also 
take you past some pretty stands of  Fire Hearts (Ehrendorferia ochroleuca), a fire-follower in the Poppy Family 
that has recently appeared.

continued from page 1

continued on page 9
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A good way to see the A. brauntonii flourishing is to walk from the 
Temescal Ridge (Skull Rock) Trailhead to the Trailer Canyon 
Trailhead on Michael Lane, through the largest designated area of  
Critical Habitat for the species.

The Temescal Ridge patch in 2024 and in 2025.

Plant Names for Plants*

Some names tell you more about a plant 

than others.  Which, aside from other 

concerns, should be reason enough to prefer 

them over names which reflect only the social 

world of  the scientist who named them.  

Astragalus brauntonii, sometimes called 

Braunton's Milkvetch, is a perfect example of  

this — precisely because the person for whom 

it was named, an English landscape designer 

named Ernest Braunton, seems to have been a 

nice enough guy; it isn't a matter of  finding 

fault with the man, it's just that his name 

doesn't tell us anything about this remarkable 

plant.  Even when an eponymous or honorific 

name refers to more significant botanists, such 

as one of  the Brandegees (i.e. Kate and TS; 

my favorite 19th century botany power 

couple, outdistancing Sarah Plummer and 

John Lemmon), it references only the brief  

historical moment at which the plant became 

known to science, rather than a visible quality 

of  the plant (e.g. Wooly Bluecurls), a spatial or 

ecological context (Island Cherry), a 

traditional cultural significance (Yerba Santa), 

or a name used for centuries (Toyon).  

Sometimes names combine these more 

informative qualities, such as Coast Live Oak.  

If  we look for what's remarkable about A. 

brauntonii, for instance, a couple of  things 

stand out.  Ecologically, its dependence on 

calcareous (carbonate) soils is notable, though 

it shares this characteristic with at least one 

other cogeneric, A. albens, which was one of  

four San Bernardino carbonate plants listed as 

endangered after advocacy by CNPS and the 

Center for Biological Diversity.  Either (or 

both) of  these could be called Chalk 

Milkvetch, a name which also nicely reflects 

the chalky green color of  the foliage.  A 

visually notable feature of  the plant, in 

contrast to many recumbent milkvetches, is its 

height, so Upright Milkvetch is another 

informative name.  Or Upright Chalk 

Milkvetch, if  we're both linking and 

distinguishing it with A. albens.  Common 

names aren't official, and we can see what 

feels right, but let's prefer plant names that tell 

us something about the plants!

(* with props to birdnamesforbirds.org)

continued from page 8
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My First CNPS Conference: 
Sowing Seeds of Inspiration Nurtured by a Passionate Community. 

By  Christopher Robles 

I am a student currently attending College of  the Canyons in Santa Clarita, with an interest in a career as a botanist or 
arborist. I am currently pursuing a major in Environmental Science but have yet to find my calling. I learned about the 
CNPS Conference through the CNPS newsletter. When I read about the conference and the opportunity as a student 
to earn a scholarship, I was excited, not just for the opportunity to attend, but the opportunity to share and gain 
experience as a scholar, in the hopes that I would leave the conference with a better idea for future career goals. I had 
never attended an event this large by myself,   one in which there would be so many plant enthusiasts, nature lovers, 
and people who share the same passion for nature as I do; it was a rewarding experience to meet like-minded 
individuals. Conversation I shared with other CNPS members and students provided insight to future career options. I 
know that I would like to work as a field botanist in conservation or restoration ecology, but I had not considered a 
career as an environmental consultant prior to the conference. 

I am a relatively new resident to California and definitely a novice of  its physical geography; over the past two years, I 
have only visited areas where I have volunteer over the summer and winter breaks. This year's conference was held at 
the Riverside convention center, which provided a great opportunity to familiarize myself  with the region; it definitely 
was one of  the largest events I have ever attended. The people, the presentations, the art, the ambiance, the 
commotion, the overall atmosphere was an inspiring experience! There were people with a passion for native plants 
from many distinct backgrounds and people excited to share their love for plants they have encountered on their 
journey, whether professional, academic or community-building – there was a wildflower for everybody. 

I must say, I may have been intimidated, as I am a novice at native plant identification, but that did not discourage me 
from asking questions and meeting people. I was motivated by the community that had gathered, the enthusiasm and 
the passion that was imminent being at the event. I met many people who are botanists by profession and others who 
were content with just sitting in on a presentation. I thought the presentations were so captivating that I had wished 
they had been longer. I could not decide which presentation I wanted to attend all at once as they were all so 
fascinating! 

During the conference I also shared the privilege of  sitting with other scholarship recipients and meeting with our 
CNPS sponsors. I was inspired to hear testimony on research of  wildflower seed disbursal under stressful conditions, 
a project proposal that was conducted by an undergraduate while attending UCLA. 

On the closing days I explored the exhibits and bought some wonderful native-plant art for my family and friends. I 
concluded my first CNPS Conference with more insight for a future in the field of  conservation and ecology. Had I 
not been granted this scholarship, I may have missed out on this marvelous opportunity to grow. This experience has 
inspired me and helped provide direction for the near future, including short term goals that I hope to achieve by the 
next CNPS Conference, among these goals, GIS certificate of  achievement. I am also considering a major in Biology. 
For the first time attending a CNPS Conference I am absolutely glad that I did. I am motivated to meet the personal 
goals I had set for myself  and am thrilled to be able to share my experience with my fellow College of  the Canyon 
companions. 

Thank you!
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: lasmm@cnps.org 

Chapter email: 
lasmm@cnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch

strauch@hawaii.edu

[Editors Note: Just in the nick of  time, Paola started 
volunteering with the Dawn Patrol and has decided to 
take over the planting and weeding activities at the 
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, as well as leading the 
Saturday volunteer days in coordination with Friends of  
Los Angeles River.]

Recreate Educate Coadapt (REC) is an environmental 
justice nonprofit dedicated to rebuilding the relationship 
between people and the natural environment, founded in 
2022 by Director Paola Flores Núñez. Through 
community beautification projects, wilderness 
restoration activities, and environmental education 
programming, REC works to transform the 
neighborhoods of  Los Angeles into healthier, more 
resilient spaces that uplift, connect, and inspire.

REC engages in wilderness restoration and 
environmental education activities at the Sepulveda 
Basin Wildlife Reserve because we understand its role in 
the overall health of  the City of  Los Angeles. This space 
is a world magnet for unique birds and waterfowl as well 

as critical habitat for endemic species of  Southern CA. 
It’s a pillar for climatic resilience in surrounding 
communities, helping to keep balance between our 
homes and the negative environmental effects of  urban 
systems. 

REC participates in restoration activities like weeding, 
planting, and watering, and provides educational 
programming like short talks and interpretative walks at 
the Sepulveda Basin. As a newly established 501(c)(3), we 
hope to expand our reach through grant and donor 
funding that will provide opportunities for REC to offer 
more stable programming at the site. Our future 
programming aims to focus on skill building through 
field work and leadership development through 
environmental education. 

Through our dedication and love for the Sepulveda Basin 
Wildlife Reserve, we hope to leave a legacy of  
collaboration that creates healthy habitats for native 
species, builds community through acts of  service, and 
fosters connection to self  through nature. 

REC Steps Up to Support Volunteer Activities

https://reclosangeles.org/
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