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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs
March 10, 2026 – 7:00 - 9:30pm

Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

CNPS 2026 Conservation
Conference Report
 

Dr. Kübler's presentation will introduce us to the fascinating 
world of  seaweeds and their importance to coastal California. 
Marine algae display great variation in physiology, 
morphology and life histories and are important to coastal 
ecosystems as indicators of  ecosystem health. We are 
currently seeing increased threats to seaweed dominated 
ecosystems and increased interest in the cultivation and use 
of  seaweeds globally.

Dr. Janet Kübler received her Ph.D. in Biological Sciences 
from the University of  Maine & her B.A. in Biology from 
Johns Hopkins University. For 27 years, she has been a 
faculty member of  the Biology Department at California 
State University, Northridge where her research is centered 
on how climate change effects algae, complex lifecycles of  
seaweeds and their cultivation. She is President of  the 
California Seaweed Festival since cofounding the 
organization in 2019.

This program will outline the environmental & health 
hazards of  artificial turf  installations & introduce attendees 
to the efforts of  the SoCal Stop Artificial Turf  Task Force, a 
coalition that aims to ban all new installations of  artificial 
turf  in Los Angeles & surrounding communities.

California’s Seaweeds
Presenter: Dr. Janet Kübler

Every three years, CNPS state directors and 
office staff  organize a  3-day Conservation 
Conference, and on Feb. 5-7 the 2026 
conference was held at the Riverside Convention 
Center attended by about 1,200 persons from all 
parts of  California, including several of  our 
LA/SMM chapter directors – Snowdy Dodson, 
Mary Montes, Steve Hartman, Bill Neill and Joey 
Farewell.  Also, our chapter provided 
scholarships to cover conference expenses of  7 
college students:

Chloe Novak - Graduate Student at CA Botanic Garden

Christopher Robles - College of  the Canyons 

Emily Dion-Staebell - Oregon State University

Jaylyn Areizaga - San Diego State

Lauren Glevanik - 4th year PhD Candidate UCLA

Mariya Dondonyan - Santa Monica College, 
transferring to UC Berkeley

Bryan Pérez Bado - Cal Poly Humboldt

On page 8 are photos of  the conference, and on page 2 
and 3, one of  our scholarship attendees, Bryan Pérez 
Bado, reports his experience and impressions of  the 
conference.  Recorded video presentations at the 
conference are expected to be posted on the CNPS 
website.

April 14, 2026 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Pursuing a Ban on 
Artificial Turf in 

Southern California
Presenters: 

Terry Saucier & Dianne Woelke

continued on page 2
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP CHAIR WANTED
If  you have time to spare and would like to help our 
chapter expand its membership please contact our 
chapter president Bill Neill at bgneill@gmail.com



RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  6:30am - 9:30am
Saturday, March 28  7am - 10am 
Saturday, April 25  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING
April 7, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

STEWARDING VOICES 
The Riverside Convention center opened its doors as host 
for California's premier native plant gathering, the CNPS 
Conference. This year's theme, Growing the Movement: 
Together for Native Plants, presented over 500 speakers 
with the opportunity to collect and disburse findings, 
resources, as well as many discussions relating to our 
stewarding roles within our most biodiverse state. 
Ecological activism through a lens of  community without 
borders took precedent in a field that has historically 
valued the empirical above all else.
 
The fortunate occupants of  Hall D on February 5th took 
note of  a historic feat in the Conference's very first talk 
held exclusively in Spanish. Esther Fernandez rooted this 
discussion as The Plant Community Recognizes No Borders, 
Promotes Support among Natural Communities of  Living Beings, 
and Understands Migration as a Natural and Cyclical Movement of  
Life. The title left little to misinterpret as the heart made 
space for gratitude in being a mosaic of  multicultural 
experiences. There were no undertones present as Esther, 
proud and loud, poured sincerity and meaning into 
recognizing the woven nature of  biological systems and 
social movement. 

We'd be unwise to consider multicultural celebrations without 
placing Brenda Kyle amongst those gifts. All inhibitions fled 
the room as Brenda's voice of  reason took the stage. Her talk, 
Como se Llama This Plant?: How to Talk about California Native 
Plants to the No Sabos, the Sabo Poquito's, and the Senoras., cycled 
nourishment into a misunderstood pattern within Latinidad. 
Listeners found vigor and revitalization fostered into an 
expression that often facilitates shame and doubt. Brenda's 
illuminating analysis of  our cultural disparities occurring 
within the realm of  interpretation and education reimagined 
"no sabo" as an expression worth taking pride in while 
vacating its delegitimizing nature. 

CNPS 2026 Conservation
Conference Reflections 

`

By 
Bryan 
Perez 
Bado 

continued on page 3

Artificial Turf
continued from page 1
In partnership with an LA City Councilmember the 
coalition drafted & passed a motion (CF 23-0602) as a 
path toward an eventual ban on artificial turf. 

Terry Saucier is a community & environmental 
advocate who founded the SoCal Stop Artificial Turf  
Task Force.  She also serves as a board member of  
Safe Healthy Playing Fields, Inc. & the Tarzana 
Neighborhood Council.  In addition, she is a member 
of  the Los Angeles Neighborhood Council 
Sustainability Alliance & the Climate Reality Project 
San Fernando Valley & LA Chapters.  Diane Woelke, 
MSN is a board member of  Safe Healthy Playing 
Fields, Inc. She has worked with communities battling 
synthetic turf  installations in CA, CO, IL, MA, NJ, and 
FL. Dianne wrote the unanimously approved CA 
Sierra Club position statement opposing synthetic turf  
and the National Sierra Club resolution.  Prior to 
retirement, she spent nearly 3 decades as a nurse in 
clinical practice and as a clinical professor, mentoring 
nursing and medical students and residents.

mailto:(bgneill@earthlink.net)
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March - April 2026

Seating at the ecological table continues to be manufactured through sheer grit and tenacity from our up-and-coming 
generation of  stewards. Tawny De Guzman and Javier Rodriguez saved the best for last within the conference's final 
day as they presented their experiences and lessons from youth engagement within Los Angeles' concrete maze. The 
Akuutet Learning Nursery: Cultivating Native Plants, Community, and Resilience in Northeast Los Angeles presentation tethered 
the ways in which native seedlings differ little to that of  young naturalists looking to be a key contributor within their 
ecosystems. A program that brings us all back to the roots of  scientific discovery where honoring the process of  
growth often curates the most promising results. Nurturing severed relationships between land and people was not 
used for pathos, but instead as a means of  emphasizing the importance of  connection when it comes to stewarding a 
resource greater than any individual. 

TAKING THE STAGE 

E. Fernandez, T. De Guzman, and J. Rodriguez presented the impact inclusive ecological experiences have within 
spaces of  displacement and adversity.

ESTHER FERNANDEZ 

Theodore Payne Foundation 
Presenter 

February 5th, 2026 

C.JAVIER RODRIGUEZ (R) 
TAWNY DE GUZMAN (L)

Community Nature Connection 
Presenters 

February 7th, 2026 

TAKEAWAYS 

Much of  our interdisciplinary sciences today are layered in rich histories where the foundational sediment of  
our indigenous peoples, as well as other communities of  color, often resides quietly under western methods that 
pique the interest of  those only scratching the surface. California’s Native Plant Society’s conference offered a 
cross-section view into what we understand to be our ecological world with regard to the intersectionality that 
not only highlights the cultural inequity that exists, but more importantly speaks on milestones and accolades 
that grow us closer to one another in efforts of  another, better, tomorrow.   

continued from page 2
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Announcements

PAUL KORETZ WESTWOOD 
GREENWAY GRAND OPENING
March 5 – 1:30 pm
2598 Westwood Blvd., LA 90064

A formal naming ceremony for West LA's premier open 
space that provides an island of  CA native habitat for 
birds, butterflies, & other animals while clean runoff  
water.  Note that the Greenway is now open to the public 
each day 8 am to 6 pm – turn handle & pull open the 
gate to enter.  See westwoodgreenway.org for more 
information.

ECO-FILM FESTIVAL 
March 7 – 10 am – 4 pm
College of  the Canyons Valencia Campus
A free event with complimentary parking to help raise 
environmental awareness with screening of  a choice of  7 
films.  From Rockwell Cyn Rd., turn into University 
Center Dr. and park in lot 13.  Pass Towsley Hall to your 
right to walk down to Aliso Courtyard for Eco Alliance 
resource tables to check in.  For film schedule see 
bit.ly/2026filmfestschedule . Food truck will be on site 
for snacks & lunch.  Our CNPS Chapter will have a 
resource table.  Hope to see you there. 

CHATSWORTH NATURE PRESERVE 
SPRING EQUINOX CELEBRATION
March 28 – 10 am – 1 pm
Approx. 23236 Valley Circle Blvd. in Chatsworth 
91311 west of  Plummer

A once yearly opportunity to tour the Preserve & interact 
with environmental exhibitors.  Wear a hat & 
comfortable walking shoes; bring a refillable water bottle.  
No dogs, drones, smoking, vehicles other than strollers.

THEODORE PAYNE GARDEN TOUR
April 11 & 12 – 10 am to 5 pm
Numerous locations throughout southern California

rd
Now in its 23  year the tour features 42 gardens from 
public & private spaces from coastal to inland 
communities.  Each site is an example of  how 
ecologically sustainable, CA native gardens can be both 
beautiful while providing habitat for native creatures.  
Tickets are $55 with 10% off  for Theodore Payne 
Foundation members.  Go to nativeplantgardentour.org 
for further information & to purchase tickets.  

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
BOOK FESTIVAL
April 18 & 19 – 10 am – 6 pm
Univ. of  Southern Calif. Campus
The event will include a native plant centric booth 
staffed by CNPS & Theodore Payne Foundation as 
well as Los Angeles Times staff.  Stop by to hear our 
CA native plant story.

Snowdy Dodson, chapter VP, participating at 

Plant Day DTLA Central Library on January 31, 2026.

Vol. 46 No. 2
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Field Trip Offerings

Cheeseboro Canyon
Saturday, April 25 9:30 AM

 Join Emily Dion-Staebell, lead restoration technician for 
Santa Monica Mountains Fund, for a 2.5-hour hike and 
tour of  the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area's most recent native plant restoration 
project at Cheeseboro Canyon. In the past year, through 
the partnership between the National Park Service and 
Santa Monica Mountains Fund, and hundreds of  
volunteers, over 20,000 native plants have been planted 
for this project. We will be walking two miles (in-and-
back/round trip) of  trail along a seasonal stream and 
touring the coastal sage scrub restoration plots, ending 
around noon.  Our route will be on a mostly flat dirt 
trail with a few inclines. The restoration plots are at the 
end of  the hike on uneven ground.   

Please meet at the "Cheseboro Canyon Trailhead 
(North)" located at 5792 Chesebro Road, Agoura, CA 
91301. Continue driving past the gravel parking lot to 
the paved parking lot at the end of  the road. Bring 
hiking boots, sun protection, water, and snacks/lunch. 
For any further questions, email Emily at 
emilydionstaebell@gmail.com.

Whitney Canyon Park
Saturday, March 14, 9:30 AM

Continuing our visits to natural areas around San 
Fernando Valley, Dennis Arguelles with National 
Parks Conservation Association will lead a hike and 
discuss the proposed Rim of  the Valley legislation 
that would expand the Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area.  Near the Valley’s north 
edge southeast of  Santa Clarita, not far from one of  
the largest freeway intersections in the country, we 
will walk through a majestic oak grove to a secluded, 
seasonal waterfall. Naturalists among our group will 
also discuss the landscape's flora and fauna. The 
relatively flat, 3-mile roundtrip walk is mostly along a 
wide track, but becomes narrow and rocky as you 
near the falls.

Meet at the southeast end of  Newhall Ave. (20303 
Newhall Ave.), just east of  the Antelope Valley 
Freeway (CA 14).  Park at either the MRCA parking 
lot or the adjacent Newhall Park & Ride lot.  Gather 
by the MRCA sign between the two parking areas.  
Our tour will start by viewing a nearby habitat 
restoration project funded by City of  Santa Clarita 
and managed by LA/SMM CNPS chapter secretary 
Mary Herr.  Sturdy shoes are recommended for 
hiking on the short rocky section near the falls.  For 
logistical questions contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net.  Rain forecast will postpone 
event to Saturday, March 21 or a later date 
announced by email. 

 
JEANETTE MARANTOS – IN MEMORIAM – 1955-2026

The California Native Plant Society & many other CA native plant loving groups & 
individuals are mourning the recent loss of  LA Times reporter, Jeanette Marantos.  
Jeanette was an eloquent & intelligent advocate for not only CA native plant horticulture 
but also broader SoCal environmental issues such as wildfire recovery & climate change.  
She was the driving force behind the LA Times Plants Newsletter & a major organizer of  
the native plant booth at the LA Times Book Festival.  Her last assignment was covering 
the CNPS Conference in Riverside in early Feb.  She will be much missed by our 
community as her impact was immeasurable. Jeanette's family are requesting a donation 
to Theodore Payne Foundation (10459 Tuxford St., Sun Valley, CA 91352) or online via 
website to honor her memory.
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BEE CITY USA AFFILIATIONS

Have you ever heard of  a Bee City USA affiliate? This 
program was started in Asheville, North Carolina in 
2012 by Phyllis Stiles to help communities reverse 
pollinator declines. As more cities and college campuses 
joined, Phyllis found an organization with the resources 
to help support and continue to grow the program.  In 
2018 Bee City USA and Bee Campus USA became 
initiatives of  the Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation. Currently there are 252 Bee City USA 
affiliates and 219 Bee Campus affiliates. California is 
currently home to ten Bee City USA affiliates including: 
City of  Woodland, Encinitas, Fort Bragg, Orland, 
Redding, San Diego (currently the largest Bee City USA 
affiliate), San Francisco, Santa Barbara, Seaside, and 
Thousand Oaks as well as one Bee Campus affiliate: 
UCLA . 

There is currently a petition to have the city of  Los 
Angeles become a Bee City USA affiliate 
(https://www.change.org/LosAngeles-BeeCityUSA). 
Residents of  the city of  Los Angeles can sign the online 
petition, which will be sent to the Los Angeles City 
Council once 7,500 signatures have been obtained. Los 
Angeles has 15 council districts and for the petition to 
be compelling for city council to pass there need to be 
signatures  from all council districts. 
As a Bee City affiliate Los Angeles would be making a 
commitment to make our city a better place for 
pollinators by creating habitat, reducing pesticides, and 
doing outreach. These would be listed in a formal 
resolution approved by the City Council. As a Bee City 
affiliate city staff  and local volunteers would work 
together to :

· Establish a Bee City USA committee to lead the 
pollinator-conservation efforts.

· Create and enhance pollinator habitat by 
planting native plants and reducing pesticide use.

· Add pollinator-friendly practices into city 
policies and plans.

· Host annual pollinator events.
· Publicly acknowledge Bee City USA affiliation 

with signs and an online presence.
· Annually apply for renewal and report on the 

previous year's activities.
· Pay an initial application fee and annual renewal 

fee.

California is home to over 1,600 species of  native bees. 
California's native bees have evolved with its highly 
diverse flora and are more efficient pollinators of  
California's native plants. Native bees do not produce 
honey like the European honey bee, as 90% of  native 
bees are solitary-nesting making their nests in the 
ground or in hollow stems. But humans rely on 
pollinators, like native bees, to ensure that food crops 
produce the food we eat. Without the native bees we 
might lose native plant species that depend on these 
specific pollinators.  
Over 40% of  native pollinators species are in decline 
worldwide, with some at risk of  extinction. If  Los 
Angeles can become a more hospitable place for 
pollinators, then maybe we can have healthier 
neighborhoods and environment as well as a stronger 
community which connects people to nature.
Let's make Los Angeles a Bee City USA affiliate - all it 
takes is your signature!

https://www.change.org/p/advocate-for-los-angeles-to-become-a-bee-city-usa-affiliate
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Bottom Four Photos by Ruth Doxsee

Springtime means mustard along the trails so the volunteer crews clear the mustard (above right) so natives like lupine can grow.
George Waddell, Anne Abramson and Amanda Smith smile for the camera.

CNPS workers after a successful day in the 
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve.  100 plants in the 
ground and watered, 36 bags of  weeds and 91 
FoLAR volunteers. 

L to R-Back row. Elise Burroughs, Corey Harmon, 
Anne Abramson, George Waddell, Robert Grzesiak, 
Ben Parnas
Front row.  Paola Flores Núñez, Martti Nelson, 
Alicia Kozikowski

People who worked at the planting day but missed 
the picture—Ari Cuellar, Gail Reysa, Britt Morrissey, 
and John Wittenberg.

Volunteers Weeding at the 
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve
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Photos From the CNPS Conservation Conference

(Lowever left) Photo of  our scholarship recipient 
students with Bill Neill and Snowdy Dodson at 
the February Conference in Riverside. 
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: lasmm@cnps.org 

Chapter email: 
la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch

strauch@hawaii.edu

NATIVE URBAN CORRIDOR

Hello fellow Angelenos, 

Things are looking lush along the Corridor 
and there are even a number of  blooms 
adding color. Reds, purple, yellow, and white 
flowers can be spotted along Avenue 20.
It was looking good enough for a 
hummingbird (I think it is an Allen's 
hummingbird) to make a nest! She is often 
seen feeding on the monkeyflowers.

If  you want a break from the current craziness 
of  our country, come take a stroll along the 
Corridor and enjoy the sights, sounds (I'm 
thinking of  the bird calls, not so much the cars 
here), and smells.
I’m glad we got some nice rain in February! 
Have a good week and stay safe out there.

Marie Massa
Located on a section of  S. Avenue 20 in Lincoln Heights (90031) just 
south of  North Broadway and ending at the intersection of  Albion St.
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