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SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS NATIVE
VEGETATION SURVIVES THE FIRE...
BUT IS THREATENED BY
FIREFIGHTING ACTIVITIES

BY RACHEL BURNAP
CHAPTER CONSERVATION CO-CHAIR

Chaparral and coastal sage scrub ecosystems differ
fundamentally from forest ecosystems, yet many fuel-
management proposals in Southern California still rely on
forest-based research. Chaparral is a long-interval, crown-
fire system that depends on mature shrubs and intact soils.
Mechanical removal and vegetation treatments, like
mastication, dozer lines, and prescribed burning do not
“thin” chaparral the way they thin forests; instead, they
accelerate plant community type conversion to highly
flammable invasive, non-native grasses and mustards.
Research shows that fuel breaks in shrublands rarely slow
wind-driven fires unless they are actively defended by
firefighters, and they reliably introduce non-native species,
increasing fire hazard rather than reducing it.

To protect the Santa Monica Mountains, policy should
shift away from broad landscape vegetation treatments and
toward strategies shown to work: home hardening,
defensible-space maintenance, ignition reduction, and
careful planning around the built environment. Where fuel
modification is necessary, it should be limited to the
immediate “home ignition zone,” with strict controls to
prevent invasive species spread and prevent soil erosion.
Protecting our last intact shrublands requires acknowledging
that they are ignition-limited ecosystems, and managing
them accordingly.

During the Palisades Fire, California State Parks in the
Santa Monica Mountains allowed dozers to create new fuel
breaks through mature, intact chaparral that had not burned
in roughly 30 years, despite the Santa Monica Mountains
already having an extensive network of roads and trails that
function as de facto fuel breaks and provide ample fire-
response access; new breaks have not been built here in

decades. Recently, the Mountains Recreation and
continned on page 3
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TUESDAY EVENING
MONTHLY PROGRAMS
JANUARY 13, 2026 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

CNPS' NEwW WILDFIRE COMMUNITY~
ADDRESSING WILDFIRE
ISSUES STATEWIDE

PRESENTER: ALICE CANTELOW

Learn about CNPS’s “Wildfire Community”, a relatively
new volunteer-run group focused on the complex issue
of wildfire. Unlike CNPS committees, we are volunteer
run, consisting of both CNPS volunteers with particular
wildfire interest/knowledge from around the state, as
well as several CNPS conservation staff. Meeting
monthly by zoom, we discuss local/regional/ and state
wildfire issues, share resources, address upcoming
wildfire legislation and regulations, and in general work
to keep each other up to date on this complex topic.
Most recently we proposed a new CNPS Wildfire Policy
to the chapter council, which is now under review by
chapters. Learn more about the policy, and how you can
get involved in the Community.

Alice Cantelow lives in the Sierra foothills, where she
has served in multiple board roles for her El Dorado
CNPS chapter, including 8 prior years as president, and
as a recent CNPS state board member.. She has also
been actively involved with wildfire resilience while
preserving native plants for over 10 years, including a
recent focus on home hardening, She recently served
three years as the Outreach/Education chair for the El
Dorado County Fire Safe Council (EDCFSC), and gives
frequent talks to HOAs, master gardener public talks,
and associate fire safe councils on wildfire prep.

No FEBRUARY PROGRAM MEETING

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.
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RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, a7 Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:30am - 9:30am
Saturday, January 24 7am - 10am

Saturday, February 28 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at
moiraw(@earthlink.net.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

February 3, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

PLANT DAY

AT LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Sat. Jan. 31, 2026 — 10 am to 3 pm
LAPL Central Library — 630 W. Fifth St.

The free event will feature family centric activities
including workshops, keynote speakers, & gardening
tips. Our CNPS Chapter will table & offer native
milkweed seed planting to attendees. Parking at 524 S.
Flower — Sat. parking is $1 with Library validation.
Woodlake Ave where you'll see the entrance gate. Walk
in and be sure to bring your own box for your plants.
All plants are free. Schedule of events available on
https://lapl.org/plant-day

Steve Hartman and another volunteer helping to restore
a bull dozer fire break in the late 1980’s.

FIELD TRIP OFFERING

UCLA Herbarium and Mathias Botanical
Garden

Saturday, January 17, 10:00 AM

From its Mission Statement: “The Mathias Botanical
Garden seeks to promote botanical knowledge and
appreciation of nature to the UCLA community and
public at large. Its diverse plant collections are designed to
assist the teaching and research missions at UCLA while
creating a tranquil environment within the urban
surroundings.”

Our morning tour will be hosted by Herbarium Curator
Dr. Anthony Baniaga. After gathering at the La Kretz
Garden Pavilion, we will visit the herbarium, two
California native gardens, the desert collection and plant
nursery, after which attendees will be free to explore the
subtropical and Mediterranean areas independently.

The Mathias Botanical Garden is located on the
southeastern corner of the UCLA campus. Visitors can
park in UCLA Parking Structure 2, accessed from Hilgard
Ave. via Manning Drive or Westholme Ave. After parking
at the structure’s south end and paying at the pay station,
exit to the sidewalk and walk south as the road curves
westward past La Kretz Botany Building, At the
intersection with Tiverton Drive, turn south next to the
wheelchair ramp and enter the garden before passing
under the Health Services Building. Look for a gravel path
through the garden section featuring the Santa Monica
Mountains. At the garden’s lower end, turn north to the
garden pavilion which has benches and restrooms, with
street address 707 Tiverton Drive. For logistical questions
contact Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net. Rain forecast
will postpone event to Saturday, January 31.

MILDRED E. MATHIAS

BOTANICAL GARDEN
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Conservation Authority and Los Angeles County Fire-Forestry
drastically widened existing fuel breaks, or motorways, in the
Santa Monica Mountains, and created new ones, such as the new
ridge line break created parallel to Adamsville Road off of the
Summit-to-Summit motorway in Calabasas. These breaks are
created using masticators, goats, and prescribed burning under
Proposition 4 funding. These projects generate substantial
concern because they replicate forest-style approaches in
ecosystems where science indicates they are ineffective and
ecologically damaging, Large-scale vegetation removal increases
ignition risk, displaces habitat, and produces flashy fuels that burn
more readily during Santa Ana wind events.

Syphard, Alexandra & Keeley, Jon & Brennan, Teresa. (2011).
Factors atfecting fuel break effectiveness in the control of large
fires on the Los Padres National Forest, California. International
Journal of Wildland Fire. 20. 764-775. 10.1071/WF10065.

Merriam, Kyle E; Keeley, Jon E.; Beyers, Jan L. (2006). Fuel
breaks affect nonnative species abundance in Californian plant
communities. Ecological Applications 16: 515-527.

Fitch, Robert & D'Antonio, Catla & Williams, Park & Moritz,
Max & Dewees, Shane & Hall, Alex. (2025). Expert Perspective:
Wildland Fuels Would Not Have Saved Us from the January 2025

LA Tires. https://sustainablela.ucla.edu/fuels-management-jan-

2025

See photos at right

CHAPTER DONATION THANKS

Our Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains CNPS
Chapter is grateful to the following donors who
support our activities:

Mel Mason in honor of the memory of CNPS
Fellow, Halli Mason.

Ed Klenner, a long-time CNPS member & native
plant supporter.

CELEBRATING OUR CHAPTER
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

We are pleased to announce that our CNPS
Chapter has awarded seven $500 scholarships to
sponsor student attendance at the CNPS
Conference in February 2026. The talented
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awardees are: Jaylyn Areizaga, Bryan Perez Location

Bado, Maya Dodonyan, Emily Dion-Staebell, 34.124769°N 118.616197°W

Lauren Glevanik, Chloe Novak, )

& Christopher Robles. Elevation -
489.31m
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The January 2025 Palisades fire was a
fast-moving urban-interface wildfire that
began on the morning of January 7 in
the hills above Pacific Palisades and
spread west toward Malibu and northeast
toward Topanga Canyon and parts of the
San Fernando Valley. Driven by
extremely dry fuels and Santa Ana wind
gusts reported up to about 80 mph, the
fire expanded from an initial few acres to
more than 20,000 acres within several
days, ultimately burning roughly
23,000-23,500 acres of chaparral,
canyon slopes, and developed coastal
neighborhoods before substantial
containment was achieved later in the
month.

The panorama was taken on May 30 from a plane arriving at LAX.
Mandeville Canyon is the dark green streak at the top right hand corner
adjacent to the fire zone. The hundreds of burned lots show up as brown
squares. The fire burned north to Mulholland Drive, shown above from a
veiwpoint in Tarzana, where a perimeter was established using chemical and
Photos by Steve Hartman 4 water drops; red lights of fire equipment seen on Mulholland at left.
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PAST FIELD TRIP OFFERINGS

Photos of Nov. 8 outing at Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
led by Dennis Arguelles, National Parks and Conservation Association

7 T R L NN s

Photos of Dec. 13 CNPS "fall color" outing at Big Tujunga Wash, w/ co-leaders Roger Klemm & Bill Neill
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SIERRA CLUB ICO GROUP CLEARS TREE TOBACCO AT SANTA YNEZ CANYON
BY DOROTHY STEINICKE

It was a beautiful sunny day on Saturday, December 6 when thirty-five students from Reseda Charter High School
got off the bus at the Santa Ynez trailhead eager to get to work. They had come to remove invasive tree tobacco
(Nicotiana glanca) from the canyon.
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The students who were participating in the Sierra Club's Inspiring Connections Outdoors Program (ICO), had come
to root up the tree tobacco without disturbing the milkvetch. They were separated into several groups and got to
work with enthusiasm. Some cleared the low growing plants and others took aim at the large ones. Adrian Jimenez,
a forestry aid from California State Parks was there to assist us. He brought a tool called a weed wrench that was
able to uproot plants that were twenty feet in height and with a bole several inches in diameter. The students also
used their own ingenuity and strength to get similar results without the tool. They used shovels to dig around the
base of tall tree tobacco plants and then rocked the plant back and forth to loosen the roots. Then several students
would pull together to uproot the tree tobacco plant, bringing up the large taproot.
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After just a couple hours of hard work essentially
all the tree tobacco had been removed between the
trailhead and the mouth of Quarry Canyon. Itis
amazing what can be accomplished by thirty-five
enthusiastic young people. The students celebrated

with a short nature hike.

This event was only possible with the cooperation
and coordination of many people and
organizations: Ann Majchrzak, a leader of the

Sierra Club's ICO section approached Bill Neill (LA/SMM president) to ask about post-fire restoration opportunities.
State Parks gave permission and sent Adrian to assist us. Reseda Charter High School students who were AP Biology
and AP Environmental Science students as well as members of the Reseda Police Academy participated. Four
Reseda Charter High School teachers gave up their Saturday to allow the students to have this experience. Nature
Nexus Institute loaned us gardening gloves. Various other volunteers assisted. It made for a successful, educational
and hopefully inspiring outing.

Chapter Officers Chapter Message Phone: CHAPTER RENEWALS &
President Secretar (818) 782-9346 NEW MEMBERSHIPS
. N . Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Bill Neill Mary Herr Chapter Website: lasmmenps.org ¢ .~ - "o one o
N her98mh@gmail. > to
£818) .3169 06731. K marchersom mat.com . Current CNPS memberships levels are:
bgneill@earthlink.net - Chapter email: §25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500.
Vice Presid W la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org  Make checks payable to CNPS
ice President ary Montes N
Snowdy Dodson (747) 282-6540 or online at www.cnps.org
(818) 782-9346 mcmontes100@hotmail.com Webmaster: Louise Ratliff CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu louise ratliff@yahoo.com Be sure to notify
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
e : Sacramento, CA 95816.
Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
strauch@hawaii.edu naturebase@aol.com
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