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BIG-BERRY MANZANITA SELECTED

AS CALIFORNIA STATE SHRUB

Big-berry manzanita (Arctostaphylos glanca) was otficially
named California's state shrub on October 9 when
Governor Gavin Newsom signed Assembly Bill 581 into law.
The bill received strong bipartisan support and recognized
the shrub for its ecological importance and unique
characteristics. The big-berry manzanita is native to
California and stands out for its smooth red bark, fire-
adapted seed germination, and its role in preventing soil
erosion—features that make it an essential symbol of
California's resilience and biodiversity.

This designation highlights the chaparral ecosystem, which is
often overshadowed by California's more famous redwoods
and deserts but is vital to the state's natural heritage. By
celebrating the big-berry manzanita, the state not only
honors the plant's striking beauty and adaptability but also
acknowledges its cultural significance to Indigenous people
and its ecological value in supporting wildlife and stabilizing
landscapes after wildfires. This recognition joins the ranks
of California's other state symbols, such as the poppy and
the quail, and underscores efforts to foster conservation and
appreciation for native species in the face of climate change
and environmental challenges.

Big-berry manzanita is well-established in the greater Los
Angeles region, including the Santa Monica Mountains,
where it is a signature component of the chaparral
landscape. Its local distribution includes rocky slopes and
woodlands, with notable populations recorded near
Mulholland Drive and Kanan Dume Road in the upper
elevations of the Santa Monica Mountains, usually above
1,500 feet. The shrub thrives in well-drained, dry soils and is
especially adapted to the Mediterranean climate of Southern
California.

The range of big-berry manzanita extends through the
South Coast, Transverse, and Peninsular Ranges, which
encompass much of the Los Angeles and Santa Monica
Mountains vicinity. It can form impressive, sometimes tree-
like stands with its smooth red bark and large leaves,
contributing to both the biological diversity and visual
character of the local hills and foothills.
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NOVEMBER 11, 2025 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

HABITAT RESTORATION IN THE
SEPULVEDA BASIN WILDLIFE
RESERVE

Presenter: Greg Stewart

The volunteer work taking place in the Sepulveda Basin
Wildlife Reserve represents both restoration and re-
imagination — the careful rebuilding of native
ecosystems in one of Los Angeles's most altered
landscapes. Our current planting efforts focus on
introducing a greater diversity of species from the sage
chaparral community, which are well-suited to the site's
elevated slopes, limited water availability, and sun-
exposed topography. By incorporating native shrubs
and trees that have been missing from this landscape
for decades, we're helping to create a more resilient and

continued on page 2

DECEMBER 9, 2025 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD:
CNPS CONSERVATION IN 2025

Presenter: Nick Jensen,
CNPS Conservation Program Director

In the recent past, the conservation work done by
CNPS staff and members statewide has resulted in a
growing number of wins-ranging from project
modifications to favorable rulings in lawsuits to
increased protections for public lands. In the first part
of his presentation, Nick Jensen, will give an overview
continned on page 3

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.




yggvon

Los ANGELES - SANTA MoNIcA MOUNTAINS CHAPTER

Vol. 45 No. 5

RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, a7 Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00am - 9:30am
Saturday, November 22 7am - 10am

Saturday, December 20 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at
moiraw(@earthlink.net.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

December 2, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs
continned from page 1

SEPULVEDA BASIN WILDLIFE
RESERVE

ecologically balanced habitat — one that reflects what
this region may have once supported long before
modern development.

Beyond the woody vegetation, the addition of annual
wildflowers through seed scatter plays a crucial role in
rebuilding the native seed bank and allowing for a
more natural evolution of plant communities over
time. Altogether, future efforts will cover roughly half
an acre of new restoration and connect with earlier
projects to create nearly three contiguous acres of
improved native habitat.

What makes the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve so
remarkable is that it is, in essence, an entirely
constructed ecosystem — a space born from the
development of the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant
as part of Los Angeles's water management system
and the 405 and 101 Freeways. Historically, this area
was a natural low point on Tongva land, where
seasonal streams converged before joining the Los
Angeles River. Over time, it has served multiple
purposes: as farmland, flood control infrastructure,
and now, as a semi-protected wildlife reserve. The land
is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
managed by Los Angeles Recreation and Parks —
agencies responsible for stewardship. These face
resource constraints that limit active habitat
management.

That's where volunteers and community partnerships have
become essential. Groups such as the California Native
Plant Society (Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains
Chapter), Friends of the Los Angeles River, TreePeople,
and scouting organizations have joined forces with the
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Area Steering Committee to
restore and care for this urban refuge. Together, these
collaborations have removed invasive species like mustard,
castor bean, and yellow star-thistle, while reintroducing
native plants that support pollinators, birds, and other
wildlife

As this work continues, we're also exploring ways to build
a dedicated group of volunteer ambassadors — individuals
who can share knowledge, model best practices, and help
coordinate planting and maintenance efforts. This growing
community of stewards is what ensures that the reserve
not only survives but thrives, offering a living example of
how people and nature can coexist, even in the heart of

Los Angeles.

Scan the QR code to make a donation to native plant
restoration in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve.

Greg Stewart is a member of the CNPS LA/SMM
chapter and a Certified California Naturalist living in Los
Angeles. Working with fellow CNPS volunteers, Greg has
gradually expanded his knowledge and understanding of
California's native ecosystems and plant systems, practicing
horticulture, habitat restoration, and community
organizing to help restore the natural ecosystems in the
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, and he represents CNPS
on the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee.

Melanie Winter, 1958-2025

Melanie Winter, who fought for embracing nature along
the Los Angeles River, died recently. Her non-profit,
The River Project, developed a number of projects
featuring native plants including the Valleyheart
Greenway in Studio City. See LA Times obituary:
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-10-
23/obit-melanie-winter-los-angeles-river-advocate
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continned from page 1
LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD

of the progress we have made at the local, regional, state
and federal levels in recent years and will introduce a couple
of new endeavors: Our Conservation Advocacy Toolkit and
Advocacy Corps. These tools will be increasingly relevant in
2025 and beyond, given the daunting and emerging threats
to our environment. In the second part of his presentation,
Nick will provide an overview of regulatory changes and
executive actions that threaten to reshape the management
and protection of public lands and biodiversity nationwide.
He will emphasize actions that each of us can take toward
conserving California’s irreplaceable flora and habitats.

Nick Jensen oversees the CNPS conservation work of
staff and volunteer advocates statewide. This includes
presiding over litigation, participation in coalitions of
environmental organizations, media relations, and
supervising a team of talented conservation professionals.
Nick earned his BS in Environmental Horticulture at UC
Davis, and completed his Ph.D. in botany at California
Botanic Garden/Claremont Graduate University, and is a
Switzer Foundation fellow. As a graduate student Nick
produced the first Flora of Tejon Ranch, California’s largest
contiguous piece of private land. He also studied

evolutionary patterns in perennial Streptanthus (jewelflowers).

Nick previously worked as a Vegetation Program Assistant
and Rare Plant Program Director for CNPS. He has also
worked as a botanist or ecologist for the U.S. Forest Service,
U.C. Davis, the Chicago Botanic Garden, and the private
consulting industry. In addition, he has been teaching
botany classes for CNPS, California Botanic Garden, the
Jepson Herbarium, and Theodore Payne Foundation.

BETSEY LANDIS AWARD

Established in 2025 by the Hauer, Chamberlin,
and Russell families, this grant honors Betsey
Landis, a CNPS Fellow who was devoted to
education, rare plants, and horticulture. The
Betsey Landis Award is given to students and
researchers that advance the understanding of
California native plants in the Santa Monica
Mountains region.

The Hauer family (3 last names representing
parents and two daughters) lived next to Betsey
(and Frank) for many years, were best of
friends, and established this award in her
memory. CNPS will give out one award every
year for the next 20 years.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CAL-IPC SYMPOSIUM 2025
Ventura & Online — Now. 12-15

The theme is “Beyond Eradication: Resistance,
Resilience and Recovery” see the website:
—Symposium Program California Invasive Plant
Council for registration & schedule details.

NATIVE PLANT GIVE-AWAY

Saturday, November 8 from 10am to 2pm.
Chaminade High School in West Hills will be having
a California native plant give-away day.

Park your car on Keswick Street just east of
Woodlake Ave where you'll see the entrance gate.

CNPS PERENNIAL MEMBERSHIP
Take your support to the next level with a
MONTHLY GIFT

California's native flora needs your
protection throughout the year. CNPS
Perennial members make sustaining monthly
contributions that support conservation of
native plants and habitats across the state.
Become a proud Perennial member today at
www.cnps.org/Perennial

CNPS ADVOCACY CORPS

CNPS has created the Advocacy Corps as a trained
network of grassroots activists who are ready to act
at the federal, state, and local levels during key
moments. When the opportunities arise, we plan to
be ready: The preservation of biodiversity across the
state relies on our ability to speak for the plants and
habitats we value. The new CNPS Advocacy Corps
brings together local CNPS chapters, people new to
CNPS, CNPS staff, and seasoned environmental
champions to organize timely actions that elevate
campaigns and coordinate advocacy strategy. In
short, this is a space to take action, while building
skills and community. Through the creation of this
collaborative network, we'll highlight priority
campaigns, identify gaps in our advocacy efforts, and
strengthen our collective voice. To join this effort
go to: bitly/CNPS-AdvocacyCorps

6%

YEARS

1965-2025


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cnps.org_Perennial&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=RMRv6bJovWwWVm9hqB21SnYk1u3r29uhrcgt37zW_lk&e=
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
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FIELD TRIP OFFERINGS

Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park

Saturday, November 8, 9:30 AM

At the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter online
membership meeting on Sept. 9, Dennis
Arguelles with National Parks Conservation
Association discussed the proposed Rim of the
Valley legislation that would expand the Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to
include natural areas around the edge of San
Fernando Valley. At the Valley’s northwest
corner, Dennis will lead this first of several
future hikes to view native plants and wildlife
habitat of Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park,
plus vantage points of other parts of the Rim of
the Valley.

Meet at Lilac Lane Trailhead, 7700 Lilac Lane,
Simi Valley, accessed via CA-118 freeway exit to
Rocky Peak Road. Sturdy shoes are
recommended for hiking on a short segment of
the steep and rocky Stagecoach Trail. For
logistical questions contact Bill Neill at
bgneill@earthlink.net. Rain forecast will
postpone event to Saturday, December 6.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

Big Tujunga Wash near Orcas Park

Saturday, November 22, 9:30 AM

We hope to see dazzling Fall Color in the foliage of
thousands of deciduous trees on Big Tujunga Wash;
and if our timing is off, at least we’ll experience one of
the largest and most natural riparian woodlands in Los
Angeles County. Join Roger Klemm for a 2-hour tour
of riparian and upland native plants near Orcas Park,
south of 1-210, focusing on the transition from dry to
swampy soil conditions. Bill Neill will co-lead the tour
for commentary on geology and invasive plant control
work since 2016. We will follow two miles of
equestrian trails through the riparian corridor and along
its upland margin, ending around noon. Our hiking
route will be on mostly level and sandy trails, with
several short rocky slope sections.

Meet at the paved parking lot of Orcas Park, about 500
feet beyond the Hansen Dam Horse Park entrance,
accessed from Foothill Blvd. via Orcas Avenue, about
midway between the I-210 freeway exits at Osborne
Street and Wheatland Ave. Wear protective clothing
and water-repellent boots for hiking on horse trails
with one shallow-water stream crossing; bring optional
picnic lunch and camp chairs for post-hike gathering at
Orcas Park afterwards. For questions contact Bill Neill
at bgneill@earthlink.net. Rain forecast will postpone
event to Saturday, December 13.

Photos show
cottonwood tree and
riparian vegetation of
Tujunga Wash.
Photos by Bill Neill
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MORE FIELD TRIP OFFERINGS

December Field Trip to
Growing Works Nursery in Camarillo

Saturday, December 13, 10am.

Our chapter will host a field trip to Camarillo to
Growing Works Nursery. We will meet at the nursery
parking lot at 10am and from there we can self-tour
through their large native plant garden. The garden
plant palette is 90% native plants including several
native trees. It includes DG paths and even a labyrinth.

There is a patio next to the office building with tables
and chairs for anyone who wants to bring a picnic
lunch.

The nursery is open for shopping from 10am to 2pm.
This nursery is perhaps 50% native/ 50% non-native.
It is only open for retail shopping on the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays.

You can Google "Growing Works Nursery - Wholesale
and Retail Plants in Camarillo" and see the plant
inventory and also get the driving directions. You can
also see the phone number in case you want to call and
ask a plant-related question.

This may work as the link
GrowingWorks.org

The actual address is
1736 S. Lewis Road, Camarillo, 93012

If you have any questions, you can call Mary Montes
747-282-6547 or email me at
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

UCLA Herbarium and Mathias Botanical
Garden

Saturday, January 17, 10:00 AM

From its Mission Statement: ‘“The Mathias Botanical
Garden seeks to promote botanical knowledge and
appreciation of nature to the UCLA community and
public at large. Its diverse plant collections are designed to
assist the teaching and research missions at UCLA while
creating a tranquil environment within the urban
surroundings.”

Our morning tour will be hosted by Herbarium Curator
Dr. Anthony Baniaga. After gathering at the La Kretz
Garden Pavilion, we will visit the herbarium, two
California native gardens, the desert collection and plant
nursery, after which attendees will be free to explore the
subtropical and Mediterranean areas independently.

The Mathias Botanical Garden is located on the
southeastern corner of the UCLA campus. Visitors can
park in UCLA Parking Structure 2, accessed from Hilgard
Ave. via Manning Drive or Westholme Ave. After parking
at the structure’s south end and paying at the pay station,
exit to the sidewalk and walk south as the road curves
westward past La Kretz Botany Building, At the
intersection with Tiverton Drive, turn south next to the
wheelchair ramp and enter the garden before passing
under the Health Services Building. Look for a gravel path
through the garden section featuring the Santa Monica
Mountains. At the garden’s lower end, turn north to the
garden pavilion which has benches and restrooms, with
street address 707 Tiverton Drive. For logistical questions
contact Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net. Rain forecast
will postpone event to Saturday, January 31.

Chapter Officers
President Secretary
Bill Neill Mary Herr

(818) 769-0678 marcher98mh@gmail.com

bgneill@earthlink.net

Treasurer

Chapter Message Phone:

Chapter Website: lasmmcnps.org

la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

CHAPTER RENEWALS &

NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Sacramento, CA 95816.

Current CNPS memberships levels are:
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500.

Make checks payable to CNPS

(818) 782-9346

Chapter email:

Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Vice President

Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346

snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch
strauch@hawaii.edu

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise ratliff@yahoo.com

or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
Be sure to notify

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Sacramento, CA 95816.
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