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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

September 9, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Where does LA's Water come from? We turn on the tap 
and magically, there it flows! What is the history and 
consequences of  our regional water sources, and what is 
the future of  LA's water story? Learn where we have 
been and what has been done today, and the part we can 
all play to ensure water resiliency and thriving, healthy 
watersheds. continued on page 2

October 14, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  Amanda Begley 
Associate Director Watershed Health, TreePeople

LA's Water Story: 
Past, Present, and Future

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

Protecting Southern 
California’s Legacy: 

The Rim of the Valley and the Future of Los 
Angeles’ Natural and Cultural Heritage

Presenter:  Dennis Arguelles, 
SoCal Director, Nat’l Parks Conservation Assoc.

The Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
helps protect Southern California’s unique 
Mediterranean ecosystem, tremendous biodiversity, and 
several key historical sites, yet faces increasing threats 
from development, invasive species and climate change. 
As habitat connectivity is lost throughout the region, 
the park is becoming increasingly isolated, threatening 
its long-term health, raising the threat of  wildfire and 
putting at risk the survival of  numerous native plant 
and wildlife species.   

continued on page 2

see article on page 4

LACNPS and 
Chapter Members Honored



RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, September 27  7am - 10am 
Saturday, October 25  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs
continued from page 1

La’s Water Story
Amanda Begley earned a Bachelor of  Arts in Urban 
Community Environment and a Master of  Arts in 
Urban Sustainability, both from Antioch University, 
Los Angeles. She serves as Watershed Coordinator in 
the LA County Safe, Clean Water program for the 
Santa Clara River Watershed, working between 
communities and agencies to develop multi-benefit 
stormwater management projects. In addition, Amanda 
worked on project development through the CA 
Department of  Water Resources WaterTalks program, 
also known as the Disadvantaged Community and 
Tribal Involvement Program. She serves on the 
Friends of  the LA River Board of  Directors, LA Metro 
Sustainability Council, and Climate Resolve’s Advisory 
Board. You can also catch Amanda on Netflix’s John 
Mulaney Presents: Everybody’s in LA, Episode Two, “Palm 
Trees.” 

continued from page 1
Protecting Southern 
California’s Legacy: 
The proposed “Rim of  the Valley” expansion of  the 
park’s boundaries offers a promising solution, but what 
are its prospects in the current hyper-partisan and 
divisive political environment?

Dennis Arguelles is Southern California Director for 
the National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA), 
a 105-year-old organization dedicated to the protection 
of  our natural and cultural treasures and a thriving 
National Park system. He works with a variety of  
partners, advocates and communities to protect and 
expand existing parks, preserve new landscapes and 
ensure our parks tell the stories of  all Americans. This 
includes engaging policy makers, organizing park 
supporters and bringing attention to threats faced by 
our public lands. He has been involved in successful 
campaigns to oppose destructive extractive activities 
and development and currently leads efforts to expand 
the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
and to create a Cesar Chavez National Historical Park.  
He is based in Los Angeles.

October 7, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

PLANT GALL of  the month

Bead-like Cottonwood Gall Aphid
Thecabius populimonilis
The galls on Populus spp. (angustifolia, 
balsamifera, fremontii, trichocarpa) are 
rows of  ovoid, bead-like cells, pale green 
or with a reddish tinge, developed from 
upper side of  leaf  lamina on both sides of  
mid-rib. Discovered in the Sepulveda Basin 
Wildlife Reserve. Photo by Steve Hartman

mailto:(bgneill@earthlink.net)
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September - October 2025

CNPS Perennial Membership
Take your support to the next level with a 
MONTHLY GIFT

California's native flora needs your protection 
throughout the year. CNPS Perennial members 
make sustaining monthly contributions that 
support conservation of  native plants and 
habitats across the state. Become a proud 
Perennial member today at 
www.cnps.org/Perennial   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANTA CLARA RIVER RALLY CLEANUP 
& ENVIRONMENTAL EXPO
Santa Clarita – Sept. 20 – 8-11 am

th
The 30  annual event will be at Wiley Canyon Rd. off  
Via Princessa Bridge.  Further information is on the 
City's website: The 30th Annual River Rally Cleanup and 
Environmental Expo is Fast-Approaching - City of  
Santa Clarita  A fun way to help clean up a free moving 
river & get environmental information from local 
groups.  

CHAPTER CNPS CONFERENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Due Sept. 30

For application details see: California Native Plant 
Society 2026 Conference Scholarship Program - LA 
Santa Monica Mtns - CNPS. 
We have eight, $500 scholarships available for qualified 
college students to attend the Feb. 5-7, 2026 CNPS 
conference in Riverside. Also see page 8 of  this 
newsletter.

P-22 FESTIVAL
Griffith Park – Oct. 25 – 11 am – 3:30 pm

This annual, free, family-centric event strives to create 
meaningful connections with wildlife through engaging 
activities, music and dance performances, wildlife-
friendly gardens, and enlightening educational exhibits, 
fostering hope for a harmonious future with nature.

CAL-IPC SYMPOSIUM 2025
Ventura & Online – Nov. 12-15

The theme is “Beyond Eradication: Resistance, 
Resilience and Recovery” see the website: –Symposium 
Program  California Invasive Plant Council for 
registration & schedule details.

LOS NOGALES NURSERY 
at the Audubon Center at Debs Park
4700 N. Griffin Ave., LA 90031
Hours: Fri.-Sun. 9 am to 3 pm

A new retail outlet for California native plants is now 
located in northeast Los Angeles.  With over 6,000 
square feet of  growing space, Los Nogales is home 
to more than 30 species of  California native plants 
grown from local seeds. See their website for details: 
Los Nogales Nursery at the Audubon Center at Debs 
Park | Audubon

ZONE ZERO VIDEO 

Travis Longcore made a recent presentation to LA 
Audubon on “Defensible Space, Zone Zero, and the 
New Fire Hazard Severity Zones” which can be 
viewed on YouTube: Defensible Space, Zone Zero, 
and the New Fire Hazard Severity Zones

CNPS ADVOCACY CORPS
CNPS has created the Advocacy Corps as a 
trained network of  grassroots activists who are 
ready to act at the federal, state, and local levels 
during key moments. When the opportunities 
arise, we plan to be ready: The preservation of  
biodiversity across the state relies on our ability 
to speak for the plants and habitats we value.  
The new CNPS Advocacy Corps brings 
together local CNPS chapters, people new to 
CNPS, CNPS staff, and seasoned 
environmental champions to organize timely 
actions that elevate campaigns and coordinate 
advocacy strategy. In short, this is a space to 
take action, while building skills and 
community. Through the creation of  this 
collaborative network, we'll highlight priority 
campaigns, identify gaps in our advocacy 
efforts, and strengthen our collective voice.  To 
join this effort go to: bit.ly/CNPS-
AdvocacyCorps

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cnps.org_Perennial&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=RMRv6bJovWwWVm9hqB21SnYk1u3r29uhrcgt37zW_lk&e=
https://santaclarita.gov/blog/2025/07/28/the-30th-annual-river-rally-cleanup-and-environmental-expo-is-fast-approaching/
https://santaclarita.gov/blog/2025/07/28/the-30th-annual-river-rally-cleanup-and-environmental-expo-is-fast-approaching/
https://santaclarita.gov/blog/2025/07/28/the-30th-annual-river-rally-cleanup-and-environmental-expo-is-fast-approaching/
https://chapters.cnps.org/lasmm/2024/06/03/california-native-plant-society-2026-conference-scholarship-program/
https://chapters.cnps.org/lasmm/2024/06/03/california-native-plant-society-2026-conference-scholarship-program/
https://chapters.cnps.org/lasmm/2024/06/03/california-native-plant-society-2026-conference-scholarship-program/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/program/
https://www.audubon.org/debs-park/about-us/los-nogales-nursery-audubon-center-debs-park
https://www.audubon.org/debs-park/about-us/los-nogales-nursery-audubon-center-debs-park
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTAnEsDO7xo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTAnEsDO7xo
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LACNPS Members Are Honored

On June 14, 2025, at the San Fernando Valley Audubon’s Awards Luncheon at the Braemar Country Club in 
Tarzana, our chapter of  CNPS received their Conservation Award. In their program they said that the “local 
chapter’s activities include plant sales, field trips and education. They also sponsor conservation and restoration 
projects. In the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve dedicated  volunteers arrive at dawn and weed out non-native 
plants for hours. They also plant native plants and seeds on a monthly basis. For these efforts we honor CNPS 
today.”

Three members of  our chapter were surprised to discover that SF Audubon would be awarding them with beautiful 
plaques (see below). These Dawn Patrol members are George Waddell, who leads daily activities of  the Dawn 
Patrol and has made tens of  thousands of  seed balls that have been distributed around the Reserve; 
Gregory Stewart, who has taken the lead in planting natives of  the last few years and made quite a difference 
https://www.instagram.com/sepulvedabasinwildlifereserve/); and Steve Hartman, who started this project decades 
ago.

Above (L-R)
Steve Hartman, Gregory Stewart, Pat Bates (SFV Audubon 
Society) and Bill Neill (holding George Waddell’s award).

Left (L-R) Robert Grzesiak and Anne Abramson.

As much as we appreciate Audubon’s awards, 
they didn’t include two very important 
LACNPS volunteers in the Dawn Patrol. 

Robert Grzesiak has been nearly single-
handedly watering all the new plants in the 
Wildlife Reserve for many years and initiated a 
system whereby a pump is placed in the lake 
and via long hoses the water is poured into 
large buckets and then taken to each plant. 
Watering and weeding natives makes a huge 
difference in the life of  the plants.

Anne Abramson has been a devoted weeder 
for over a decade and keeps all our records of  
weeding hours and bags collected.

At a breakfast gathering of  nine Dawn Patrol members on July 
29, Anne and Robert were presented with similar plaques to the 
ones received from Audubon. Both Robert and Anne gave a little 
speech and a grand time was had by all. Others attending 
included George Waddell, Steve Hartman, Jennifer De La Rosa, 
Laura Clay, Hal Gake, Ngoc Thu Tat and Bradley Nations. Both 
Thu and Bradley received training from the Dawn Patrol and 
were able to land jobs at the SAMO Fund Nursery. 
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Guiding Principles
of  the Santa Monica Great Park Coalition
In the future, we anticipate that life in Santa Monica 
will be hotter and drier, and with a denser built 
environment. The Great Park Coalition (GPC) 
believes that restoration of  Santa Monica’s original 
Great Park will be a balance to this reality and a 
reinvestment by our community in local, regional, 
and planetary health, equitable access, and 
sustainability across a myriad of  measures, which will 
pay incalculable dividends both in the present and in 
the future. Restoring
the Great Park will reclaim public parkland, 
recreational amenities, and passive open space
forfeited when the federal government took over the 
land during World War II. In front of  us now is a 
once-in-a-lifetime legacy opportunity to benefit 
people and the planet, both now and for many, many 
generations to come. To that end, consistent with the 

GPC’s Mission Statement, the GPC brings together a wide 
range of  organizations and individuals that, despite 
differences in specific focus, share the common goal of  
seeing the Great Park realized. Participants in the GPC 
also share a set of  common guiding principles. These 
principles define the broad coalition “tent” within which 
we collaborate to realize our common goal. The purpose 
of  this section is to enumerate those guiding principles.

The language of  Measure LC itself  sets the essential scope 
when it states that new development on the airport land is 
prohibited: “except for the development of  parks, 
public open spaces, and public recreational facilities; 
and the maintenance and replacement of  existing 
cultural, arts and education uses.” In short, the GPC 
seeks an LC-compliant Great Park.

The GPC’s guiding principles are as follows:

• We seek to create a park that will improve the quality of  
life not only for our generation, but for future generations. 
Decisions should be made from a multi-generational
perspective, not just based on short-term priorities and 
considerations. This will be a park for the ages. Our 
planning must anticipate the needs of  those future 
generations, not just our own.

At our August meeting, the LACNPS Chapter Board 
approved joining the Santa Monica Great Park Coalition -  
an organization focused on lobbying for more natural 
landscape in the Great Park that will be replacing the Santa 
Monica Airport in a few years. CNPS will try to influence 
the process to include as many native plants as possible.

continued on page 6
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• We understand that the creation of  a Great Park may 
happen over time and at a rate that is set by available 
funding. We seek a park plan that is incremental, if  
necessary, with an initial affordable shovel-ready stage 
to begin January 1, 2029. The park plan should design 
for an unconstrained “Great Park for the ages.” 
Incremental funding and implementation of  that plan 
over time is a separate matter.

• The GPC itself  shall not favor any particular LC-
compliant use over any other. Our role is to aid in park 
creation, not in its design. The design of  the park and 
the various features within it will be determined by the 
City’s on-going public outreach process. Individual 
GPC allied organizations may advocate for specific LC-
compliant features but should refrain from actively 
advocating against others.

• We believe in the critical importance of  addressing the 
following broad issues that should play significant roles 
in driving Great Park design and features: access to 
parkland and open space, equity of  access, climate 
change, sustainability, land conservation, biodiversity 
and nature, quality of  life, and health and exercise.

• We recognize and support the following uses set forth 
in Measure LC: playing fields and sports facilities, trails, 
the arts, cultural facilities, education as it pertains to 
nature, and other “quality of  life” uses.

• We consider airport closure at the end of  2028 to be a 
resolved issue. Continuation of  aviation use on the site 
past 2028 is unacceptable and a violation of  all other 
principles listed including: equity of  access, the will of  
the voters as expressed by LC, and all natural and 
quality of  life considerations. The GPC advocates 
exclusively on behalf  of  the Great Park. However, 
should any attempt be made to prevent airport closure, 
the GPC and its members may transition to an active 
opposition role. The same may apply should any 
attempt be made to substantially override the Measure 
LC City Charter Amendment.

• We seek to collaborate closely with the City and staff  
to bring about the Great Park. Our role is not only to 
organize and advocate, but to help wherever and 
however we can to bring about the Great Park (a goal 
which we believe all parties involved in the planning 
process share). Only through such close collaboration 
between the City and the community will we create a 
park for the ages. We reject the politics of  “distrust.”

• We acknowledge that Santa Monica and neighboring 
communities will become more densely populated, and we 
believe transitioning the airport site in its entirety into a 
Great Park is the best and highest use of  that land to 
maintain quality of  life for future generations. No other 
such large parcel of  city-owned land exists within Santa 
Monica. We consider creating the Great Park to be our 
generation’s moral obligation to future generations.

Biodiversity
The GPC supports efforts, both public and private, to 
combat loss of  biodiversity and the effects of  human-
caused air, soils, and water pollution, including but not 
limited to the proliferation of  plastics, pesticides, and 
wastes and contaminants from relentless industrialization, 
global trade, and development. The air in Los Angeles 
County and Santa Monica remains some of  the most toxic 
and unhealthful in the United States. Our seas and fresh 
waters are littered with plastics, chemical pollutants, and 
other detritus. Plastic particles, construction and industrial 
emissions and wastes, pesticides, and other chemicals have 
poisoned our air, soils, oceans, groundwater,
and the fish, crops, and animals we consume or seek to 
protect because they are endangered. Biodiversity 
underpins the health of  the planet and has a direct impact 
on all our lives. Put simply, reduced biodiversity means 
millions of  people face a future where food supplies will 
be more vulnerable to pests and disease, and where 
freshwater will be in irregular or short supply.
Reclaiming natural habitat in the Great Park may help 
renew local and regional biodiversity.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-
sheets/detail/biodiversity-and-health
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continued from page 5



LOS ANGELES - SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CHAPTER

7

Vol. 45 No. 4LOS ANGELES - SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CHAPTER

Field Trip Report by 
Bill Neill - 

May 10 CNPS plant tour at 
Big Tujunga Wash. 

Despite hot weather, in 80 
minutes our small group of  
about 8 CNPS members 
successfully completed a two-
mile tour of  upland alluvial 
terrace and riparian woodland.  
Besides the tree poppy shown 
below, plants discussed 
included scale broom, 
elderberry tree, 
equisetum/horsetail, white 
alder.

Viewing tree poppy on upland alluvial terrace, with trees of  riparian corridor in distance.

Before entering the riparian woodland, most of  our group is posed before a dead 

Arundo clump, sprayed with imazapyr herbicide one or two years ago. 

On the trail through the riparian corridor, near an equestrian stream crossing.  Here most 

of  the trail was shaded by tall trees.
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: lasmmcnps.org
Chapter email: 

la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org
Chapter email: 

la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

California Native Plant Society 2026 Conference Scholarship Program 
Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter Award

LA/SMM CNPS is offering eight (8) scholarships for the upcoming 2026 CNPS Conference in Riverside, California. 
These scholarships will cover the cost of  the conference registration and incidentals.  Each scholarship will total $500. 
Focus: These scholarships are intended for students who are currently studying conservation or plant sciences 
focusing on the local flora of  southern California who wish to attend the 2026 CNPS Conference on February 5-7, 
2026.  

Eligibility Requirements: - Current college/university undergraduate or graduate student who is currently engaging 
in the study of  the local flora of  Southern California. Applicants do not need to reside in southern California. This 
scholarship strives to expand access to conference attendance. We encourage and enthusiastically welcome 
applications from BIPOC students, women, and other individuals from groups historically marginalized from 
academia. 

Awardee Responsibilities: Once awarded the Conference Scholarship, awardees will be expected to fulfill one or 
both of  the following criteria: (1) Create and present a poster of  your research for the conference poster session 
and/or (2) Write a summary of  your conference experience including your biggest takeaways which will be published 
in our Chapter newsletter. 

Application Process: To apply for the scholarship please provide the following to lacnps@lacnps.org by Sept. 30, 
2025: A short abstract on what you are currently studying and how it relates to the native plant populations of  
southern California. A description of  what you are looking to get out of  the conference. Which of  the above awardee 
responsibilities (see above) you plan to fulfill for scholarship award. In the header of  your application please include 
“Conference Scholarship” as well as your full name.

Deadline: All applications must be submitted by Sept. 30, 2025. 

Evaluation Process: After the deadline, board members of  the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter will review all applications 
prior to our announcement date. If  your application is chosen, a member of  CNPS will reach out to you to 
administer the award. 

Scholarship conditions: If  a scholarship participant cannot attend the February conference, they will be expected to 
return all awarded funds to the LA/SSM Chapter of  CNPS so those funds can be redistributed to another candidate 
to attend the conference.  For conference details see:  https://conference.cnps.org

September - October 2025

Rare Plant Chair: David Strauch
strauch@hawaii.edu

mailto:la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org
mailto:la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org
mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
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