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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

May 13, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Join professor emeritus, naturalist, and author William 
Selby, touring with his most recent publication,   
TheCaliforniaSky Watcher.  We will explore the 
changing weather patterns and climates that shape plant 
communities and landscapes across our state. Learn 
how to read the clouds and the colorful dramas playing 
out in our sky and to sense and anticipate daily and 
seasonal changes in the weather that impact our plants 
and our lives. continued on page 2

June 10, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  William Selby

California Sky Watcher

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

With focus on the Nature Gardens at the Natural 
History Museum, Lead Horticulturist Alan Duke will be 
speaking about the most successful, for better or worse, 
native plants in the garden. He will also share some of  
the maintenance practices their team utilizes to balance 
public safety, cost savings, environmental sustainability, 
and plant health. 

Presenter:  Alan Duke

The Nature Gardens at 
Natural History Museum

Following Our Changing 

Weather Patterns and Climates 

A Gardener's Take on its Native Plants, 

Maintenance Practices, and Goals

continued on page 2

Exploring Southern California's Biodiversity: 
Vegetation Surveying and Mapping Efforts in 
2024-2025

By Ana Tobio, 
Associate Vegetative Ecologist, CNPS

Althouse & Meade, Inc., (A&M) and the California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) have embarked upon a 
significant project aimed at surveying the diverse 
vegetation communities of  Southern California's 
mountains and valleys. This is a vibrant ecological 
region that stretches from coastal dunes into rolling 
hills of  coastal scrub and chaparral, up into oak 
woodlands and serene montane forests, and down to 
hot desert scrublands. Surveying the plant assemblages 
of  this region will deepen our understanding of  the 
mosaics of  floristic richness and ecological settings, 
and our efforts will provide a foundation for effective 
land management and conservation efforts. The 
success of  this project hinges on collaboration amongst 
partners, including the California Department of  Fish 
and Wildlife, who is funding this project,  Tukman 
Geospatial, and the many landowners and managers 
who are providing us with access to survey their lands.

A&M, CNPS and partners plan to conduct 2,200 
vegetation surveys and collect 800 herbarium vouchers 
within this region. These surveys aim to assess patterns 
of  vegetation communities, also known as “Alliances”, 
by collecting data on plant species' presence and cover, 
alongside essential environmental and topographic 
variables. This comprehensive data will eventually 
facilitate an updated classification system for the 
region's vegetation communities. Our future hope is 
that data will inform the development of  fine-scale 
vegetation mapping of  the area, a tool that will be 
invaluable for multiple entities, including wildfire 
planners, conservation and land use planners, land 
managers, biologists, and researchers.  Additionally, 
these surveys will help us identify sensitive natural 
communities, or localized vegetation communities that 
are endemic, isolated in range, or under threat.  

continued on page 4 & 5

https://www.heydaybooks.com/catalog/the-california-sky-watcher/


RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, May 24  7am - 10am 
Saturday, June 28  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs
continued from page 1

California Skywatcher
We will test our skills in weather forecasting within our 
dizzying array of  microclimates and look toward an 
uncertain climate change future. Learn what plants tell 
us about our weather and climate and vice versa. Bring 
your questions to this “everything you've always 
wanted to know about our weather and climate” event. 
We will unveil the science behind seasonal weather 
patterns that impact our gardens and plant 
communities.
William Selby taught an assortment of  earth science 
courses (including weather and climate) as professor at 
Santa Monica College and Visiting Professor at the 
UCs. Selby has led hundreds of  field classes 
throughout the state and beyond. He has helped 
establish environmental programs at SMC, served as 
consultant for films (such as Dry Times) and the 
community, and produced field guide booklets. His 
enduring 550-page book, Rediscovering the Golden State: 
California Geography, is in its 4th edition. He carries 
decades of  personal and professional weather 
observations and climate research experiences from 
numerous sources (including the National Weather 
Service) into his latest Heyday book project.
You can follow his stories at 
www.rediscoveringthegoldenstate.com .
LA Times Book Review:   TheCaliforniaSky 
Watcher: Understanding Weather Patterns and What 
Comes Next

The Nature Gardens at 
Natural History Museum
continued from page 1
The purpose of  the talk will be to share transferable 
skills and experience for the home gardener. More 
generally the presentation will be an informal outline 
of  habitat and conservation gardening told through 
photographs and storytelling. Questions will be 
welcomed and encouraged. 
Alan Duke is the Lead Horticulturist at the L.A. 
County Natural History Museum. He has worked as a 
gardener for over 10 years. He first learned how to care 
for California native plants by making mistakes in his 
own garden in northeast Los Angeles. He has a 
masters degree in Fine Art from Art Center College of  
Design and approaches horticulture as an opportunity 
to benefit the natural world.

June 3, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

FIELD TRIPS

Nature Gardens at Natural History Museum
Saturday, May 31, 9 AM
Starting 15 years ago, the Natural History Museum at 

Exposition Park developed the 3.5 acre Nature Gardens on 

land previously occupied by lawn and asphalt parking lot, to 

demonstrate the attractiveness and value to wildlife of  

California native plants.  With 600 plant species (70% 

native), the Nature Gardens include a Pond, Pollinator 

Meadow, Living Wall (“where stone meets soil”), and Edible 

Garden.  Our 90 minute tour of  the Nature Gardens will be 

led by museum's horticulture staff.  For tour information 

and to register, contact Bill Neill at .   bgneill@earthlink.net

Please specify number in party and whether you will park at 

the NHM lot or elsewhere or arrive by Metro.

Project tour at Beaudry Loop Trail, Verdugo Hills
Saturday, June 7, 9:30 AM
On City of  Glendale parkland on the east side of  Verdugo 

Hills, a 2-hour hike on steep dirt roads led by Bill Neill and 

Roger Klemm will view results of  applying herbicide to 

control invasive non-native plants, including 

Ailanthus/Chinese tree of  heaven, Spanish broom, castor 

bean, tree tobacco and yellow star thistle.  Beaudry Loop 

Trailhead is marked on Google Maps and is accessed via a 

service road next to a house at 1300 Beaudry Blvd., which in 

turn is accessed from Country Club Drive and Verdugo 

Road in Glendale.  Park along nearby residential streets -- 

Beaudry Blvd., Beaudry Terrace and J Lee Circle – and 

gather in shady areas before the vehicle gate on the service 

road leading past a debris basin.  Send questions to Bill Neill 

at bgneill@earthlink.net.

https://rediscoveringthegoldenstate.com/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2024-07-19/california-sky-watcher-william-selby-weather-climate-change
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2024-07-19/california-sky-watcher-william-selby-weather-climate-change
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2024-07-19/california-sky-watcher-william-selby-weather-climate-change
mailto:(bgneill@earthlink.net)
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
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May - June 2025

Big Day of  Giving - May 1
 (giving window is from April 17 to May 1)

Your contributions will help CNPS hold the 
line on biodiversity loss. California has some of  
the highest concentrations of  biodiversity in 
the world and amazing native plants that 
support climate resilience. And now they face 
devastating threats.  As you read this, some of  
our leaders in Washington are seeking to 
diminish national monument designations, 
open protected federal lands to extractive 
mining and drilling, and weaken longstanding 
environmental regulatory laws. The special 
plants and places you care about are in serious 
trouble.
CNPS members can and must take a stand. 
There is no time to lose!  California must 
rapidly pursue new protections while also 
defending and stewarding existing conserved 
areas.
Your  during the Big Day of   donation toCNPS
Giving will
    - defend public lands
    - support data collection to identify rare 
species    
    - protect the plants and habitats that support 
a healthy environment for us all
Together we will safeguard precious biodiversity 
through actionable science, conservation 
advocacy, and a diverse coalition of  supporters.  
Donate by May 1 and help save the California 
we love!   www.bigdayofgiving/CNPS

CNPS Perennial Membership
Take your support to the next level with a 
MONTHLY GIFT

California's native flora needs your protection 
throughout the year. CNPS Perennial members 
make sustaining monthly contributions that 
support conservation of  native plants and 
habitats across the state. Become a proud 
Perennial member today at 
www.cnps.org/Perennial   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bioblitz Stunt Ranch Santa Monica 
Mountains Reserve
May 10 – 9:30 am to 1 pm

Join us at UCLA Stunt Ranch Santa Monica 
Mountains Reserve for our Spring Biodiversity 
Bioblitz! We invite citizen scientists of  all ages 
to participate in California conservation by 
hiking at Stunt Ranch Reserve to collect photos 
of  plants and animals so they can be uploaded 
to the iNaturalist application. Wildlife 
observations ultimately help inform a variety 
of  conservation programs such as the the 
state's “30×30 initiative” – a goal to conserve 
30 percent of  California's lands and coastal 
waters by 2030. No prior experience as a 
naturalist is necessary — just bring a smart 
device or camera and access the iNaturalist app 
to join in! This Bioblitz is supported by the 
University of  California's Natural Reserve 
System.

Parking: Parking will be available at the front 
entrance of  the reserve. Spaces are limited, so 
we encourage carpooling whenever possible. 
See Parking on our  page for more Field Station
information.

Liability Wavier (required):  All participants will 
be required to sign a  when they liability waiver
arrive.  Participants under the age of  18 will 
need to have a parent or guardian signature 
before entering the reserve.  Reservations 
required via the link at the bottom of  this page:
–Stunt Ranch Reserve Biodiversity Bioblitz  
Stunt Ranch Reserve

Questions? Contact Stunt Ranch Asst. Director 
David Blake with any questions at 
dblake0405@g.ucla.edu.
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.bigdayofgiving.org_cnps&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=-UB44824-GQWxW-HOjmItUTzteUnq1WFQ5f2h1NpC0w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.bigdayofgiving.org_cnps&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=-UB44824-GQWxW-HOjmItUTzteUnq1WFQ5f2h1NpC0w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.bigdayofgiving-2Corg_CNPS&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=1OkwmpNGiPoCTze1bAMh9Len-_w9nm5I7WgWaIHL0kg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cnps.org_Perennial&d=DwMF-g&c=Oo8bPJf7k7r_cPTz1JF7vEiFxvFRfQtp-j14fFwh71U&r=26nGuH0CC1732bdGis6_QLeZ-xAaYlg9H9yTrFHHgH8&m=miw2A8YVdzDR9EjavxWHz1piFByHSDgNTr6o3oNJlLAQPgKfaPbXSu3Rg0W2vBnn&s=RMRv6bJovWwWVm9hqB21SnYk1u3r29uhrcgt37zW_lk&e=
https://stuntranch.ucnrs.org/field-station/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ajzc279jeIeNEa150VcmeMDoX44byLpo/view
https://stuntranch.ucnrs.org/california-biodiversity-day-bioblitz/
https://stuntranch.ucnrs.org/california-biodiversity-day-bioblitz/
mailto:dblake0405@g.ucla.edu
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Exploring Southern California's Biodiversity: 
Vegetation Surveying and Mapping Efforts in 2024-2025

This map showcases the extent of  the project. Areas encompassed in the red 
boundary are currently being targeted for vegetation surveys. 

continued from page 1

Botanists conducting a vegetation survey during a training event from last year's Central Coast sampling project. 

continued on page 5
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CNPS is eager to engage with the local community as they work on this project. Our Vegetation program staff  
invite feedback on high-priority areas to survey that are ecologically unique, understudied, or at risk. Input from 
community members will enhance the project's effectiveness and ensure that critical areas receive the attention they 
deserve. 
To further foster involvement, CNPS is organizing two Veg-a-thons this summer. These events are vegetation 
surveying get-togethers where participants, regardless of  their expertise level, team up with CNPS botanists to 
conduct surveys in a fun and collaborative environment. Veg-a-thons provide you with an opportunity to share 
your knowledge, enhance your skills, enjoy the outdoors, and connect with fellow botany enthusiasts. 
We plan to have one Veg-a-thon from July 11-14 in the San Bernadino mountains, near Lake Arrowhead and a 
second from August 7-11 in the San Gabriel Mountains, near Paradise Springs. We are still finalizing the details of  
these events, including accommodations and specific survey locations, and value your input in shaping this 
experience. Please fill out the survey below to share your thoughts and preferences, which will assist us in ensuring 
a successful event. Additionally, CNPS encourages anyone who is interested to join our botanists during their 
regular work trips across the region.
 
To get involved in the Veg-a-thons or other field excursions, or provide input on this project, please take a 
moment to fill out the online survey at: . Similarly, feel free to contact https://forms.office.com/r/cTbypACxCL
Ana Tobio ( , 916-694-0114), Paul Excoffier ( , 925-324-3635) or Julie Evens atobio@cnps.org pexcoffier@cnps.org
( , 916-804-1195). Together, we can help profile the remarkable vegetation communities that make jevens@cnps.org
Southern California so extraordinary! 

Catalina Mariposa Lily No Longer Ranked by CNPS
The beautiful Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), which had been a part of  The CNPS Inventory of  Rare and 
Endangered Plants of  California since 1974, was removed from the Inventory in February, and it is no longer ranked. It 
was added to the equivalent of  California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) 4 in 1974 and remained at that rank until 2025. 
It was nominated for rank review in 2011, and with funding made available to CNPS, that review finally happened 
over the winter. After being out for public review in January and part of  February, CNPS officially placed it in the 
Considered But Rejected (CBR) category. CNPS Rare Plant Program staff  calculated that Catalina mariposa lily has 
over 800 occurrences (populations) in southern California (with over 500 considered recent – seen since 2004). Its 
distribution ranges from northern Santa Barbara County to northern San Diego County and then inland to 

Riverside County. CRPR 4 is a watch list 
for plants that are decreasing in numbers, 
and generally CRPR 4 plants have 100 or 
fewer occurrences. Therefore, Catalina 
mariposa lily is too common to rank. As 
this plant has been on the radar of  
southern California botanists for 50 years, 
the CNPS Rare Plant Program wanted to 
get this information out to everyone.

Photo by AaronSimsCNPS Photo by Keir Morse

continued from page 4

https://forms.office.com/r/cTbypACxCL%20
mailto:atobio@cnps.org
mailto:pexcoffier@cnps.org
mailto:jevens@cnps.org
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Field Trip Report by Bill Neill

On March 22 about 60 CNPS members toured natural areas of  Santa Susana Field Laboratory in the 
hills west of  Chatsworth.  This property of  4 square miles is now owned by the Boeing Company 
and was the site of  rocket engine testing from 1949 through 2006.  Also at the facility, a number of  
experimental nuclear reactors were tested from 1953 to 1980.  Outside sites of  ongoing 
environmental cleanup, the intervening natural areas are relatively undisturbed and are a well-
protected nature reserve where biological studies are welcome.
 
After gathering inside the entrance gate on March 22, our group loaded onto two buses provided by 
Boeing for transport to interior locations.  As shown in the photo, most discussion was led by John 
Luker with Sky Valley Volunteers, a group that works to restore habitat at the Santa Susana Field Lab 
and at Chatsworth Nature Preserve nearby.  Also during the tour, Mark Osokow with Simi Hills 
Wildlife Observatory discussed bird surveys and bird banding at the field lab.

For information about upcoming tours and other opportunities at the field lab, send an inquiry to:  
santasusanacommunitytours@boeing.com

mailto:santasusanacommunitytours@boeing.com
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

May - June 2025

California Native Plant Society 2026 Conference Scholarship Program 
Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter Award

LA/SMM CNPS is offering eight (8) scholarships for the upcoming 2026 CNPS Conference in Riverside, California. 
These scholarships will cover the cost of  the conference registration and incidentals.  Each scholarship will total $500. 
Focus: These scholarships are intended for students who are currently studying conservation or plant sciences 
focusing on the local flora of  southern California who wish to attend the 2026 CNPS Conference on February 5-7, 
2026.  

Eligibility Requirements: - Current college/university undergraduate or graduate student who is currently engaging 
in the study of  the local flora of  Southern California. Applicants do not need to reside in southern California. This 
scholarship strives to expand access to conference attendance. We encourage and enthusiastically welcome 
applications from BIPOC students, women, and other individuals from groups historically marginalized from 
academia. 

Awardee Responsibilities: Once awarded the Conference Scholarship, awardees will be expected to fulfill one or 
both of  the following criteria: (1) Create and present a poster of  your research for the conference poster session 
and/or (2) Write a summary of  your conference experience including your biggest takeaways which will be published 
in our Chapter newsletter. 

Application Process: To apply for the scholarship please provide the following to lacnps@lacnps.org by Sept. 30, 
2025: A short abstract on what you are currently studying and how it relates to the native plant populations of  
southern California. A description of  what you are looking to get out of  the conference. Which of  the above awardee 
responsibilities (see above) you plan to fulfill for scholarship award. In the header of  your application please include 
“Conference Scholarship” as well as your full name.

Deadline: All applications must be submitted by Sept. 30, 2025. 

Evaluation Process: After the deadline, board members of  the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter will review all applications 
prior to our announcement date. If  your application is chosen, a member of  CNPS will reach out to you to 
administer the award. 

Scholarship conditions: If  a scholarship participant cannot attend the February conference, they will be expected to 
return all awarded funds to the LA/SSM Chapter of  CNPS so those funds can be redistributed to another candidate 
to attend the conference.  For conference details see:  https://conference.cnps.org

mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:lacnps@lacnps.org
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
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