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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs
Mar. 11, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm

Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Our increasing understanding and appreciation of  
native plants has reached new heights and it is 
astounding! What does UC Integrated Pest 
Management have to offer our knowledge base?  Find 
out what tests and trials have found and learn how you 
may apply it to your own yards and gardens. Julie has 
lived in Northern California since 1967, growing up in 
Davis California. She received her Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of  California at Davis in 1991. She 
is a long time UC Master Gardener and Composter.

continued on page 2

Apr. 8, 2025 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  Julie Barbour 

University of California
Science-based Information

and Native Plants

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

The City of  Los Angeles' biodiversity program, found 
within LA Sanitation and Environment, strives to 
enhance biodiversity within Los Angeles. Through 
assessing the LA Biodiversity Index, creating LA's Local 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, promoting 
community science, supporting native plant landscaping, 
and implementing various other initiatives, the City 
works to protect LA's incredible native plants and 
biodiversity. Lily Carlson is an Environmental Specialist for 
the City of  Los Angeles. She leads LA Sanitation and 
Environment's Biodiversity and Healthy Soils Programs.

Presenter:  Lily Carlson

L.A. Sanitation and Environment's 
Biodiversity Program

Our Chapter’s Post-Fire 
Responses & Ambitions

by Bill Neill, Chapter President

With rainfall returned and fire season ended in southern 
California, LA/SMM Chapter directors are assessing our 
limited role in assisting the long-term recovery of  burnt 
communities and Topanga State Park following the 
Palisades Fire.

Individually, we have all taken steps to help the human part 
of  this disaster by helping friends and family affected by the 
fires, and by donating money or supplies, and labor where 
we can.

As a group that values California native plants and all they 
provide, we will also take action to help support the other 
side of  the disaster, nature.

We appreciated the excellent reporting of  the Los Angeles 
Times that correctly attributed the fire’s severity to the 
flammability of  wood-constructed buildings during intense 
wind, rather than proximity to natural vegetation of  
Topanga State Park.  Similarly, a January 22 editorial and 
earlier columns by Jeanette Marantos and Steve Lopez 
recommended planting oak and sycamore trees as ember 
catchers, in contrast to the flammability of  eucalyptus and 
palm trees.

On page 5 of  this newsletter, in an essay about the 
Sepulveda and Palisades fires, George Waddell has 
summarized our chapter board’s mid-January email 
discussions.  George is a volunteer organizer of  habitat 
restoration work at Sepulveda Wildlife Reserve that has 
suffered frequent fires recently.

In response to the fires, our chapter leaders are interested in 
contributing to general public education, plus plant 
monitoring and invasive weed control in burn areas of  
Topanga State Park.

Regarding public education, our Horticulture Committee is 
assembling a page on our chapter website with links to fire-
related plant information.

Our Rare Plant Committee has offered to organize 
bioblitzes to survey for fire-following wildflowers, and has 
identified remote locations of  non-native Arundo (Arundo 
donax, giant reed) growing in two canyons.  For bioblitz 
information, please contact Matt Smith at 
plantsoflacounty@gmail.com. 



RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Mar. 22  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Apr. 26  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.
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Julie Barbour

April 1, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER APRIL WILDFLOWER 
SHOW CANCELLED
Due to logistical constraints, our Chapter has cancelled 
our Wildflower Show planned for April 12.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs
L.A. Sanitation Biodiversity Program
continued from front page
Julie Barbour has many years working in the retail 
nursery trade. In 2019, Julie become a Certified 
Integrated Pest Management Advocate with Our Water 
Our World. Her work brings university science to help 
people have healthier soils and plants, reducing the 
need for expensive and toxic chemicals.

Our Water Our World is an award-winning
partnership between city- and county-based water
pollution prevention 
agencies and garden 
centers and hardware 
stores that sell pest 
control products. We 
focus on less-toxic, eco-
friendly products and
techniques because many 
common pesticides are
harmful to sensitive 
species and ecosystems 
when they reach local 
creeks, bays, and the 
ocean.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THEODORE PAYNE NATIVE PLANT 
GARDEN TOUR
April 5 – 6 – 10 am to 5 pm each day
A self-guided tour of  premier California native plant 
gardens.  For tickets & further information go to 
–Native Plant Garden Tour  Theodore Payne Foundation 
https://nativeplantgardentour.org

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
BOOK FESTIVAL
April 26 – 27 – USC Campus – 10 am – 6 pm
Free
Again this year, there will be a California native plant 
booth at the book festival.  Our CNPS Chapter will 
participate with providing information.  As always, 
there will be 100s of  other booths & displays.

THEODORE PAYNE FOUNDATION 
WILDFLOWER HOTLINE
This acclaimed hotline will return on Friday March 7 
with free weekly online and recorded updates — posted 
each Friday from March through May — on the best 
locations for viewing spring wildflowers in Southern 
and Central California. All locations are on easily 
accessible public lands and range from urban to wild, 
distant to right here in Los Angeles. We balance the 
spectacle of  annual flower displays with perennial 
plants and their spring color. The phone number is: 
818-768-1802 ext. 7. 

CNPS LA/SMM CHAPTER TO OFFER 
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 
Our Chapter will be offering scholarships to 
college/university students involved in California native 
plant botanical research who wish support for 
attendance at the CNPS Conference on Feb. 5-7, 2026 
at the Riverside Convention Center.  We will publish 
more details on the scholarship application process in 
the May/June 2025 Toyon.  For Conference details see: 
https://conference.cnps.org  

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE: 2025
April 25-28 – Observations
April 29 – May 4 - Identification
An annual community science event for all levels.  
Observations are submitted via I-Naturalist.  See the 
website  for more https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/
information.

mailto:(bgneill@earthlink.net)
https://nativeplantgardentour.org/
https://nativeplantgardentour.org
https://conference.cnps.org
https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/
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OBITUARY

Elisabeth (Betsey) Landis 
1940-2025 

Betsey Landis, a CNPS fellow, passed away peacefully in her sleep on January 
27, 2025 after a long illness.  She was active in CNPS from the mid-1980s on, 
serving both the chapter and the state.  Many old-time CNPSers knew her, 
but fewer knew of  her other work for Los Angeles County and the Santa 
Monica Mountains.

She moved to Los Angeles in 1970, settling with her young family in 
Mandeville Canyon in the Santa Monica Mountains.  Mandeville is known as 
the longest dead-end road in LA County, and more recently, as the eastern 
edge of  the Palisades Fire (as an aside, the canyon was spared the worst of  
the fire, thanks to the work of  thousands of  firefighters who occupied the 
canyon for over a week).

During her time in Mandeville Canyon, she played several community roles.  
She served on the board of  the Upper Mandeville Canyon Association 
(UMCA) starting in the mid-1980s, and served as president.  When the Fire 
Department first formed Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT), 

she was a team captain.  In the 1980s and 1990s, Betsey, along with a coalition of  environmentalists and LA Councilman Marvin 
Braude, worked to preserve the “Big Wild” of  Sullivan, Rustic, and Temescal Canyons against development.  Originally, 
Mandeville Canyon Road was supposed to connect Brentwood to Encino, the Tucker Eastport Development planned to build 
hundreds of  homes on the slopes surrounding the upper canyon, and neighboring Sullivan and Rustic Canyons were slated to 
become garbage dumps.  Betsey's work is a major reason why Vicente Mountain Park exists now and the area around upper 
Mandeville Canyon is still wild.

Betsey joined CNPS about the same time as she got involved with UMCA and the fight to preserve the “Big Wild.” Over the 
decades, she was active in its conservation, horticulture, and education programs.  She served on the board of  the Santa Monica 
Mountains chapter until 2023, serving at various times as President, Vice President, Conservation chair, and Representative to 
the Chapter Council, among other roles.  She also served as president of  the 
Chapter Council and a member of  the CNPS board of  directors.  As a CNPS 
volunteer, she was active in numerous LA County issues, including the 
Significant Ecological Areas Program, the cleanup of  the Santa Susanna Field 
Lab, watershed management, and legal action to protect the endangered 
Braunton's milkvetch (Astragalus brauntonii) and the Santa Clara River.  In the 
1990s, she worked with parents and teachers in several local schools to create 
native plant gardens for the students, ultimately (co)writing two resource books 
for gardening with native plants. In 2017 she was elected as a Fellow of  the 
Society. 

As a result of  her work on the Santa Susanna Field Lab, Betsey started attending 
meetings of  the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Task Force.  In 
1995, they asked her to join the Task Force as the environmental representative, 
a position she held from 1995 until 2023.  She served as Task Force chair for 
over a decade.  In that role, she helped the County manage the complex task of  
dealing with the garbage and sewage produced by millions of  people.  She 
advocated tirelessly for the proper use of  native plants as landfill cover and 
educated the County Solid Waste Management Staff  on how to read and 
respond to EIRs.  When she retired, the Supervisors recognized her long service.

She lectured and wrote extensively on conservation and native plants.  She 
created the first CNPS statewide directory, compiled the Recommended List of  
Native Plants for Landscaping in the Santa Monica Mountains, wrote Southern California 
Native Plants for School Gardens, and co-authored Care and Maintenance of  Southern 
California Native Plant Gardens with Bart O'Brien and Ellen Mackey.

Betsey was the wife of  DeWitt Landis and mother of  Frank.  She inspired her 
son to follow in her footsteps; he earned graduate degrees in botany and works 
on plant conservation in San Diego.  She leaves behind a legacy of  stories and 
memories.  She will be missed.
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PROTECTION FOR BUTTERFLY 
AND ITS HABITAT SOUGHT
by Robb Hamilton

Image courtesy of  the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority

Endangered Habitats League is seeking listing under the 
California Endangered Species Act for the rare Quino 
checkerspot butterfly.
 
In view of  ongoing decline and threats, the Center for 
Biological Diversity (CBD) and EHL filed the petition to 
list the butterfly in December 2024. This updates an earlier 
version, submitted in 2020, which had been stalled by legal 
uncertainty over whether insects could be listed under 
CESA. This is now favorably resolved. 

Once widespread in Southern California south of  Ventura, 
habitat fragmentation has extirpated the animal from 
Orange, San Bernardino, and Los Angeles Counties. Even 
though its host plants – needed by the caterpillars – remain 
in those places, populations collapsed. In Riverside County, 
the butterfly's territory continues to shrink due to rural 
subdivision, yet the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan does not have enough money to acquire these 
properties. Also, wildfires are replacing host plants with 
non-native weeds, in which the butterfly cannot survive. In 
San Diego, the Quino faces major threats from a proposed 
landfill and other development. The Quino checkerspot is 
already federally listed, but this has not been enough to 
control the threats and stop decline.
 
The higher standards for conservation under CESA would 
be a big help.

EHL assisted CBD's staff  scientists with research for the 
well-documented petition, which is available .here

TURF REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

Create beautiful, sustainable, water-saving landscapes with 
the help of  Metropolitan's Turf  Replacement Program. 
The rebate starts at $3 per square foot for residential and 
commercial customers who remove their grass and replace 
it with water-efficient California Friendly® and native 
plants. Plus,  added to your get an extra $100 per tree
project for a maximum of  five trees.

Rebate Requirements
· Plant three  per 100 California Friendly® plants

square feet..
· Include a stormwater retention feature to help 

keep water in your yard when it rains. Rock 
gardens and rain barrels are among several 
sustainable landscaping approaches you can take.

· Add permeable hardscapes that allow water to 
flow through the surface and slowly filter into the 
ground.

· Replace or modify overhead spray sprinklers with 
a more water-efficient irrigation system.

https://www.bewaterwise.com/turf-replacement-
program.html

ECO FILM FESTIVAL
Sat. March 8 – 10 am – 4 pm
College of  the Canyons Valencia Campus – University 
Center (UCEN)
26455 Rockwell Canyon Rd., Valencia CA

The SCV Eco Alliance is holding its second annual 
Eco Film Festival at College of  the Canyons in Santa 
Clarita this Spring! Six films will be shown in three 
time blocks, and a short discussion/Q&A will follow 
each film. Information about organizations in the 
SCV Eco Alliance , opportunities to engage, fun 
activities, an art installation and free giveaways will be 
on display at tables in the University Center lobby. 
The event is free of  charge and complimentary 
parking is available in front of  the University Center 
or lots 13 and 14 if  needed. The Tacos Jimenez food 
truck will be on site, with vegetarian and other 
options available for purchase. Please consider 
bringing your own reusable container and utensils to 
prevent waste. Film List: Common Ground, 
Cowspiracy, Burnt Country, Saging the World, Send 
Kelp!  & Buy Now. For a map & further information 
go to: bit.ly/ECO2025
Note that CNPS is part of  the SCV Eco Alliance & 
will have a table at the event.

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/invertebrates/Quino_checkerspot_butterfly/pdfs/CESA-Petition-Quino-Checkerspot-Butterfly-2024.pdf
https://www.bewaterwise.com/tree-rebates.html
https://www.cafriendlyplants.watersavingplants.com/
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THOUGHTS ABOUT FIRES by George Waddell

I'm a part of  a little group of  folks who “weed” the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Preserve. When we want to put on airs 
we call it Habitat Restoration.  Some of  us spend a lot of  time there—it serves us as gym, emotional therapy, 
socialization and graduate school in ecology. 

We have been learning lessons about fire there since 2020 when most of  the 140 acres burned on a 113°F day, 
starting from multiple ignition points along Burbank Blvd. Following several years of  drought it was so dry that even 
the plants in riparian areas along Haskell creek burned to the ground. 

There was no wind that day, so it must have been a fairly slow process. Our trees were killed  by radiant heat from the 
ground fire, but they did not burn. You can still see the snags , now surrounded by resprouts.  Another thing we 
noticed was that the fire did not penetrate the few acres that we had thoroughly weeded. 

 
Steve Hartman standing at interface of  burn area and recently weeded area. 9/8/2020

Recently our area has suffered from a spate 
of  fires, Steve Hartman estimates that 75% 
of  the Preserve has burned thus far this year. 
Pat Bates has kept a log of  fire department 
responses in wild areas of  the Basin. She had 
it at 177 fires from June 7 to December 13 
of  this year. It is a higher number now. 
There are no structures nearby, so this is not 
much noticed by the press and the public. 

You might be surprised at the weeder 
group's response to this destruction. 
Generally we see it as good riddance to the 
invasives, a hopeful opportunity for us to 
expand our thoroughly weeded area and a 
chance to increase diversity by planting out. 

We have been fascinated by the weed's 
response to the fires. What was virtually a 
monoculture of  mustard became sequential 
plagues of  filaree, tocolote, and melilotus in 
the areas we had never been able to weed 
thoroughly.   Evidently mustard suppresses 
more than just Native plants.  

A recent fire in the East field taught me something about ignition and fire spread.  This fire started near Burbank 
Blvd again, on a calm day in November.  This low energy fire traveled across thirty acres . Surprisingly, it left quite a 
few mustard plants standing as the fire front passed. What had burned was a low growing annual grass, dry as bone.  
Coyote bush shrubs were unaffected, the fire front just went around them. 

I was away during the horrific fires of  January. We purposely avoided the news—too distressing. After we returned, 
I made a trip to the Basin to work a bit. Looking across our burned field toward the Santa Monicas we watched the 
tanker planes and helicopters making their trips to the Encino Reservoir and back over the ridge to the fire whose 
smoke stood out against the blue sky.

For some reason I was on an email string that started among a few CNPS folks discussing the fire. The first email 
caught my attention and imagination. Talking about an earlier fire, the writer said 

“The most striking thing we saw was a pair of  scrub jays flying back and forth between the burn area 
and the surrounding chaparral — and stashing acorns in the burn!  … But it was an impressive reminder 
that the fires are a process of  renewal as much as destruction.  That's probably not a perspective that 
most people in the area are ready to hear right now, but it is the advantage of  being oriented to 
wildlands.”  

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
Just like our little weeding group, the CNPS folks were discussing whether the fire would offer better access to 
places to remove invasives, and discussion about how this could be a setback for the invasive plants, particularly 
Arundo.  Unfortunately, it had to be pointed out that cape ivy and tree of  heaven have extensive underground root 
systems from which they can resprout. Bill Neill pointed out that the fire was not caused by wildland vegetation, and 
that the response should be to rebuild with non-flammable materials and better building codes.

Some of  the writers considered that this could be an opportunity to move forward with the 30x30 initiative.  A 
logical response to the enormity of  what had happened would be to reconsider how much the city should be moving 
into the wild areas, which could leave more space for Nature. 

People pointed out that in pictures of  the Palisades Community Fire that were beginning to be available you could 
see that many of  the street trees were still standing with their foliage. This implied that the fire had been actually a 
process of  house igniting house. Thus, the disaster was not purely a wildland fire.

About this time the LA Times began running articles with similar themes. One said that the Altadena and Palisades 
fires should properly be called conflagrations rather than wildfires. Writers called for reexamining building codes and 
redesigning the Wildland Urban Interface. All themes that had been anticipated in the CNPS discussion.

This was a welcome change from coverage that had been calling our beautiful chaparral and coastal sage scrub 
'brush' and 'fuel'.  Words matter. Plants are not fuel unless you are an arsonist. Both sides of  the Urban/Wildland 
Interface are communities. 

Ultimately, these fires were not caused by the plants. The plants and the animals they support were equally victims of  
the fires. The fires were caused by people, just as in the Sepulveda Basin. We people are the primary sources of  
ignitions so we people should prioritize our efforts on reducing all the causes of  ignitions. Mental illness (arson), 
thoughtlessness (fireworks), electrical distribution technology. 

Another thing we have done is make the wilderness more flammable because of  the invasive plants we have 
carelessly brought here. We have also been negligent in not doing the work needed to remedy this past error.

As in the Sepulveda Basin, a tool for making fires harder to ignite and ameliorating their spread is to remove invasive 
plants, particularly those annual plants such as mustards, thistles and grasses which dry out to make thatch. If  I gave 
you a box of  matches you would have a hard time igniting an oak or a toyon but you could set a patch of  grass alight 
with one match in seconds. Removing flashy fuels could reduce many instances of  ignition, just as hardening houses 
would make it harder for a conflagration to spread. 

th
On our 4  Saturdays, when we get upwards of  100 naïve volunteers, I try to give them a pep talk before their two 
hours of  dirty work. I've found that when I show them a field of  dry mustard, sweet clover and tocolote and tell 

Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.
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