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TATAVIAM STRATEGY
FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCY

The Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians has
issued its Tribal Climate Resiliency Plan which can be read
online:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/strategy-for-climate-

resiliency/

The publication's major aim is the Tribe's commitment to be
stewards of the Earth, acknowledging their sovereignty while
embracing the promise of a sustainable and resilient future for
Tribal health and prosperity.

One focus of the Strategy has resulted in the Tribe and
California State University Northridge receiving grant
funding to establish a Tribal Nursery and Tree Planting
Project with a goal of growing culturally appropriate and
sustainable species; developing a regional network with
partnerships that promote the benefits of native trees in
the region; planting 750 trees in disadvantaged
communities while engaging the community members in
tree planting and maintenance education; and creating and
implementing a nursery training program that includes
academic workshops and symposia that focus on
workforce development. The project's organizers also hope
to leverage the created partnerships to promote knowledge
sharing to increase workforce awareness and skills in urban
forestry. For those living in tree impoverished
neighborhoods who wish to increase their tree canopy send
a message to trees@tataviam-nsn-us with the subject line
“interested in tree planting”.

The Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians is a
native sovereign nation located in Los Angeles County and
eastern Ventura County. The Fernandefio Tataviam
community originates in the lineages, villages, and cultures

of the Simi, San Fernando, Santa Clarita, and Antelope
Valleys

Two FIELD TRIPS
ON NOVEMBER 2
SEE PAGE 3
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TUESDAY EVENING
MONTHLY PROGRAMS

NOVEMBER 12, 2024 — 7:00 -9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

BUILDING BRIDGES:
A LOOK AT CURRENT WORK IN
YOUTH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AT CNPS

Presenter: Jen Aguilar
CNPS Education Specialist

Establishing strong connections with youth and the
broader community across California is essential to
building a future in which native plants and the habitats
they call home thrive. In this presentation, we'll explore
the latest initiatives shaping youth and community
programs at CNPS. From innovative educational
continned on page 2

DECEMBER 10, 2024 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

FINDINGS OF AN LOS ANGELES STUDY
TESTING CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS
AND FUNGI
FOR CONTAMINATED SOIL CLEANUP

Presenter: Danielle Stevenson

This talk will discuss a recent study carried out at three
brown-fields in Los Angeles which tested combinations
of native plants and fungi for remediation of the
mixtures of contaminants present in soils (metals
including lead and organic contaminants).

continued on page 2

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.
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continned from front page
Nov. 12, Building Bridges
resoutces to exciting new partnerships, we'll dive into
how our current work is helping to foster stronger
connections between youth, educators, and the natural
world.

Jen Aguilar is an Education Specialist at the California
Native Plant Society (CNPS), focusing on youth and
community programs. She has over 10 years of
experience working in informal education across
various institutions in Los Angeles. Her passion for
Education has only grown stronger over the years, and
she hopes to continue inspiring people of all ages and
backgrounds to be curious and create lasting
connections with the natural world around them.

Dec. 10, Los Angeles Study

continned from front page

Danielle Stevenson is a multi-disciplinary scientist,
mycologist and environmental problem-solver who
works with soils, fungi, plants and people to address
waste and pollution. She holds a PhD in
Environmental Toxicology from the University of
California, Riverside, and her dissertation was titled
“Phyto-Mycoremediation of Brownfields in Southern
California”. She has carried out mycoremediation
research for 15 years. She is the founder and director
of DIY. Fungi (since 2012) offering mycological
education, consultation, mushroom cultures, and
mycoremediation and waste management research, and
Healing City Soils (est. 2015) with the Compost
Education Centre to provide soil metal testing,
resources, and community bioremediation for people
growing food. Danielle serves as a board member of
CoRenewal.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW SEPULVEDA BASIN WILDLIFE
AREA SOCIAL MEDIA VENUES

The Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering
Committee has created a Facebook Group- Friends
of the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve for sharing
events and important updates and for people who
love the reserve to connect and share photos and
experiences. Here is the link to the group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1750344635396
210/ . The group will be moderated/managed by the
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee.

Or, if Facebook isn't your thing, you can follow the
journey on Instagram:

https:/ /www.instagram.com/sepulvedabasinwildlifer
eserve/

ASTRAGALUS BRAUNTONII
UPDATE

Since 2023 the Department of Energy (DOE) has
been collecting and preserving seeds from the
federally endangered Braunton's milkvetch
(Astragalus brauntonii) native within their Area 4-
ETEC section of the Santa Susana Field Lab (SSFL)
in the Simi Hills. The seeds will be used in an on-site
propagation nursery for replanting with future site
restoration in the DOE environmental cleanup
project. Chapter board member Betsey Landis'
research and conservation advocacy of the SSFL

Area 4 population for over 25 years led to this large
DOE effort.

RESTORATION

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, [a» Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Nov. 23 7am - 10am

Saturday, Dec. 21 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants and plant and maintain
natives. To sign up and get meeting place details,
contact George Waddell at moiraw@earthlink.net.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

December 3, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

Vol. 44 No. 5
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FIELD TRIPS

NATIVE PLANTS AND
ELEPHANT HILL

November 2, 11am-1:30pm
Attire: Closed-toed shoes and a hat

LACNPS invites you to an educational meeting,
supported by Save Elephant Hill and the Mountains
Recreation Conservation Authority (“MRCA”), about the
native plants of Elephant Hill Open Space and habitat
they create in El Sereno. Come learn about ecosystems
on the hill, indigenous cultural connections to native
flora, restoration work on public land, conservation
efforts to deter unsanctioned off-highway vehicle use
that threatens wildlife and safe public access to vital
protected open space here in El Sereno — and the
success story of the Elephant Hill TEST PLOT
restoration site, where hundreds of chaparral and
oak/walnut woodland plants have been successfully
established in an urban Angeleno environment.

Location & Directions: Event will be held at the
Elephant Hill TEST PLOT restoration garden. Address
5005 Lathrop Street, Los Angeles, 90032. Park anywhere
along Lathrop Street or lower down on Portola Avenue.

KURUVUNGNA SPRINGS

Saturday, November 2, 10:30 am

Located in West Los Angeles, Kuruvungna is an ancient
village site with a natural spring at a crossroad of Native
American trails extending eastward from the ocean and
northward over Sepulveda Pass. Our tour will start with
a summary of the area’s long history by the president of
the Gabrielino-Tongva Springs Foundation that
maintains the site; then during a walkabout, we’ll discuss
Indigenous uses of California native plants.

The visitor parking lot opposite 1438 and 1440 S.
Barrington Ave. should open by 9:40 am. Those arriving
early will secure a parking space and will have time to
view historical exhibits at the Cultural Center/Museum.
Then at 10:30 am, our CNPS group will gather at the
shaded Amphitheater located behind the Cultural Center.
After orientation, during our walkabout we will be
instructed by an ethnobotanist about Indigenous uses of
native plants. For logistical questions, contact Bill Neill
at bgneill@earthlink.net; and for site information, see the
foundation website:

http://gabrielinosprings.com/wpsite/

| * Kuravungna Springs
(ultural Center & Museum

Gabrielino Tongva Springs Foundation
_ Historical Site 522  Founded In 1992

"Old Glory" Oak Tree in Stevenson
Ranch Earns Historic Landmark

Status by LA County Board

According to an article by Jake Rodriguez from
Hoodline, the LA County Board of Supervisors
designated as a historic landmark an oak tree
steeped in history and admired by the Stevenson
Ranch community. The tree known as "Old
Glory", reported to have begun its lengthy life
around 400 years ago, has now been formally
recognized for its significance. The tree, a Quercus
lobata, was relocated in 2004 to Pico Canyon Park,
where it now stands as a testament to resilience
and a community's spirit.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHAMINADE NATIVE PLANT

GIVEAWAY

Novw. 16 from 10am to 4pm

Chaminade High School, West Hills

Walk through through the gate at the intersection of
Woodall and Keswick.

For the past 12 months students at Chaminade High
School have been growing California native plants.
We have about 30 species including vines, herbs,
shrubs and grasses. Most are grown from local seed
(Chatsworth or Newbury Park).

Bring your own box to take up to five plants for free.

NORTHERN ANGELES FOREST
NATIONAL MONUMENT
CAMPAIGN

One of the best kept secrets in Southern California
is the magnificent canyon and mountain country
north of Santa Clarita that features awesome views
to Catalina Island, a segment of the famed Pacific
Crest Trail, and California Condors soaring
overhead. These 180,000 acres of national forest are
a major wildlife corridor hub, and rich in cultural
heritage as the ancestral home of the Tataviam and
Chumash Peoples. Now there is campaign to award
National Monument status this area to help protect
against threats like mining, development, highways,
and habitat fragmentation while improving cultural,
recreation and open space protections. To sign a
petition and gain further information see:

Home | Angeles Forest (northernangelesmonument.com)

CHAPTER PACIFIC PALISADES
NATIVE PLANT SALE THANKS

Our Chapter had a very successful pop-up native plant sale
on Oct. 13. We thank Valeria Serna and others with
Resilient Palisades for providing a lovely shady space for our
display and sale at Palisades Village Green during their Pali
Fall Veg Fest VI. Thanks are due to Mary Montes and
Gwenn Albright for handling the finances. Bill Neill,
Snowdy Dodson, and Michael Cueva helped with set up and
sales, and Carlos Martinez with Public Lands Native Nursery
in Santa Paula provided several 100 lovely native plants for
purchase. We also are grateful to all of you who attended
the event and bought plants for your home gardens

SAVE THE DATES
APRIL 11 & 12

2025 Wildflower Show
at the ’Sepulv,e% Gatden Center
o R BR

tud y

CAL-IPC BILL SIGNED INTO LAW

On September 27, Governor Newsom signed AB 2509
into law, a bill sponsored by the California Invasive Plant
Council (Cal-IPC). The bill was authored by Assembly
Member Ash Kalra of San Jose, and Cal-IPC organized a
coalition of thirty land stewardship groups to sign on as
supporters.

The bill defines “invasive species” and requires the state’s
Invasive Species Council to prioritize exclusion and
prevention practices to keep invasive species from
entering the state; eatly detection and rapid response to
keep invasive species of limited distribution from
spreading in the state; and integrated pest management
for controlling invasive species already established in the
state. Originally, the bill also defined “integrated pest
management” using the University of California
definition, but a prior bill accomplished this goal earlier in
this year's legislative session.

These definitions and commitments build a foundation
for ever stronger state programs addressing invasive
species. If Prop. 4 passes, the state's Invasive Species
Council will receive $20 million to enhance programs.
That $20 million is directly attributable to Cal-IPC’s
advocacy — Cal-IPC was able to include the funding in
the bond bill that put the proposition on the ballot.

www.cal-ipc.org
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IN MEMORIAM - MICHAEL TERRY

Michael Guy Terry: February 3, 1963 — September 11, 2024
(Quotes from words found on his computer.)

Facts provide hardscape for the garden of life that Mike
tended which integrated his values of family, community,
sustainability, and love of learning and teaching. Born in
Berkeley, CA to Ann and JT Terry, Mike's family moved
often: Van Nuys, Houston, Edmonton, IL,, New Otleans,
back to Houston. He graduated from UT Austin's Plan 11
Honors Liberal Arts Program in 1985, then pursued
advanced studies in Biopsychology at U. of Chicago, where
he got his Master's and met his wife, Elizabeth (in the
Office of Student Affairs). Their friendship developed into
the lifelong love made official on June 18,1989 at the
Riviera Country Club and ended too soon on September
11, 2024, when he died at home, snuggled with her in a
hospital bed, with “his sweethearts,” Nico and Brendan,
and daughter-in-law, Hayat, around him.

Mike supported his family in their passions: he moved his
fruit fly research to University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign when Elizabeth switched to a

Clinical/ Community Psychology program there. In
Urbana, Elizabeth completed her Ph.D. and Nico (May 23,
1995) and Brendan (May 6, 1998) took their first breaths at
Carle Hospital. Living with Mike was like living with a dog:
he dug holes and moved things around their garden to
mitigate the politics of academic research. One winter walk
on Will Rogers Beach, Mike realized that his passion had
shifted to the garden design that was keeping him sane: he
left academia to work in garden installation to get the dirt
and experience under his fingernails that would enable his

5

future designs to be both practical and beautiful. He
then became sole designer for a design/installation
firm in IL.. At the end of 2000, Elizabeth, Mike, Nico
and Bren moved back to California to be closer to
both sets of parents and to help Elizabeth's father as
Alzheimer's stole her mother away. Mike spent two-
plus years working as a designer and learning the
much broader palate of plants that could thrive in
California, and then went freelance. For Mike,
community involvement centered around family: He
supported both sons at Canyon Charter, New Roads
School and TPY: track, soccer, theater, musical
performances — and passions as they discovered rocks
and minerals, art, chocolate, mixology, singing, and,
of course, Mike always read and commented on their
writings. He provided unwavering support for
Elizabeth in the care of first her mother and, a
decade later, her father; both who died with her by
their sides in the same room as did Mike. Even in his
last two months, he supported his mother as much as
he could as she coped with his father's illness and
death (July 9, 2024).

Where others might find a new home, Mike found a
garden. Barbara Marinacci introduced him to an
abandoned native plant garden in 2010. Peeking
above “the impassibly thick eye-high exotic invasive
weeds,” he could see the tops of “many larger native
shrubs and trees that had survived a decade of
neglect. These native survivors provided a large-scale
framework for a comprehensive re-design of the
Native/Environmental/Xeriscape/ Temescal/Garden
(N/E/X/T/Gatden),” Mike's passion pro bono
project in Pacific Palisades. The garden grew his
involvement with the Pacific Palisades Garden Club,
Palisades Beautiful, California Native Plant Society,
and the Theodore Payne Foundation. He integrated
his loves: many New Roads (and Pali) students
received community service credit on “Last
Saturdays” volunteering and learning about native
plants and sustainability at the N/E/X/T/Garden.
Mike is survived by his mother, Annie, wife,
Elizabeth, and sons, Nico and Brendan (Hayat).

CELEBRATION OF LIFE NOV. 10

A celebration of life is planned from 2 pm to 4 pm on
November 10th at Rustic Canyon Park (program
beginning at 2:30). Please RSVP to Elizabeth E Jerison
Terry at efjtphd@gmail.com.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to one of
the groups that Mike most actively supported:

Pacific Palisades Garden Club
https://pacpalgardenclub.org/donate%2Fcontact-us

California Native Plant Society
WWW.CNps.org
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ARTIFICIAL TURF HAS GOT TO GO

When taking a walk around my Sherman Oaks
neighborhood, I am disappointed to see that the
new home construction usually ends up with
artificial turf lawns and rarely do I see a native plant
installed. The article below discusses the many
problems with artificial turf. There is movement
afoot to eliminate it. — Steve Hartman, editor

In 2015, Governor Jerry Brown signed a law that
prohibited municipalities from banning artificial
turf. At that time, very little was widely known
about the health and safety risks associated with
artificial turf, and it was thought to be an effective
solution for severe drought.

Unfortunately, the panacea of artificial turf has not
brought about water savings, and instead has created
many unintended consequences. We now recognize
that artificial turf is manufactured with
petrochemicals, and the manufacturing process uses
harmful per- and polyfluoroalkyl (PFAS) substances
and other hazardous chemicals. PFAS “forever
chemicals” are associated with cancer and linked to
growth, learning, and behavioral problems in infants
and children; fertility and pregnancy problems;
thyroid disease; asthma; and more. Children and
athletes who play on artificial turf are at increased
risk, and because PFAS chemicals bioaccumulate, it
1s especially harmful to children who are still
developing;

Toxic runoff from artificial turf contaminates
drinking water, rivers, lakes, and oceans with
microplastics as well as PFAS. The EPA has recently
reported that there is no safe amount of PFOA or
PFOS (types of PFAS) in drinking water, and both
have consistently been found in artificial turf.
Recent studies have found that 12 to 15% of
microplastics in rivers, lakes, and oceans are from
artificial turf.

Artificial turf must also be regularly cleaned of
contaminants. Cooling and cleaning of artificial turf
can require more water than would be used for the
maintenance of natural, drought-tolerant grasses.

Artificial turf has been shown to reach temperatures
much higher than natural grass, readily reaching 160
to180 degrees I or more, creating heat-island

effects, and causing heat-related injuries and illnesses such
as skin burns and heat stress. This is particularly hazardous
for disadvantaged communities where there are already too
few natural green spaces. Additionally, artificial turf leads
to increased sports injuries.

Artificial turf is an impervious surface that contributes to
flooding when rain water is not absorbed for groundwater
recharge. It kills the biome below and takes away critical
food and habitat from insects, birds, and local wildlife,
contributing to species loss. This is the opposite of what
we should be doing during a biodiversity crisis when we
have lost 95% of our local pollinators and our fire season
has moved from three months of the year to a year-round
phenomenon. We can no longer think of our urban green
spaces as a separate element from nature. Ornamental
artificial turf should be replaced with native plant species
that are the most cost-effective measure to battle the urban
heat-island effect while supporting butterflies, local
songbirds, and other wildlife. Artificial turf playing fields
should be upgraded to drought-tolerant turf grasses that
are safer for athletes while supporting soil health and
flood-risk mitigation.

Finally, because it is made of mixed plastic materials,
artificial turf will never be economically viable for
recycling. At the end of its 8-to-15-year lifecycle it is sent
to a landfill, illegally dumped, or sent out of state to be
incinerated.

Artificial turf is a danger to the health and safety of our
community and our environment, and it fails to produce
promised water savings. Therefore, we, the undersigned,
support a ban on new and replacement installations of
artificial turf in both public and private applications.

Thanks to the SoCal Stop Artificial Turf Task Force, a
coalition of organizations and individuals who support the
goal of eliminating installations of artificial turf, with this
informative piece.



Examples of artificial turf used as lawns, median :
strips and as fake grass strips in front yards that are |
now used as parking lots.

Photos by Steven Hartman

Above left, just make the entire front yard a parking lot.
Left, flower-filled recent landscaping with not a native plant to
be seen. Above, a barren recent landscape that no doubt will
save water, but unlikely to attract wildlife.
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PLANTING MILKWEED
NEAR THE COAST
The topic of planting milkweed near the coast is
something Xerces often discussed with partners, land g
managers, and the public due to folks wanting to help by S
planting breeding habitat, but also because some species, P
like narrowleaf milkweed, has a natural range that extends g
to the coast. Xerces has recently updated the Priority s
Action Zones map to show where to plant and not plant §

milkweed. Click the link below to download a pdf.

https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/21-
017 0.pdf .

Xerces changed the language around planting near the
coast to say "Avoid planting milkweed at or near

overwintering sites", which covers coastal areas northand | Narow_leaf milkweed growing
south of Santa Barbara. A good rule of thumb is to avoid in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve.

planting milkweed if you are within a mile of an
overwintering site. Planting too close to an overwintering
site could result in monarchs coming out of reproductive
diapause and using their energy stores to mate. We've seen
this happen with tropical milkweed that remains
evergreen. Xerces expects native milkweeds to die back in
the fall/winter, but we've heard many cases where
narrowleaf milkweed does not die back. Our
recommendation of avoiding planting milkweed near
overwintering sites should be seen as a precautionary
principle. Here’s some interesting papers:

Clement & Crawford, 2020
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/10/8/253

Majewska and Altizer, 2019
https://ojslibrary.okstate.edu/osu/index.php/ONPR /article/
view/8322/7634

Sara Cuadra (she/her)

Tropical Milkweed -
Conservation Biologist a NO-G rOW

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
562.625.0005 | sara.cuadra@xerces.org
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