
PLANT SALES - A Tough Sell!
By Steven Hartman, CNPS Fellow

For most of  the years that I’ve been associated with this 
Chapter (since 1974) there has been a plant sale. Our 
chapter’s plant sale was important as the only other outlet 
for native plants was Theodore Payne Foundation (TPF), 
and they were hard to find and a smaller organization back 
then. Now native plants are found in local nurseries 
(though not a great selection) and TPF is well stocked, but 
remote.

The pandemic halted our traditional plant sale and 
subsequently brave and hardy chapter members put on a 
few “on-line” plant sales.  I’m hopeful for a group on the 
Westside that is in planning for an Oct. 13 traditional plant 
sale at “Fall Veg Fest” sponsored by Resilient Palisades, 
https://resilientpalisades.org/ Keep an eye out for an email 
notification for Oct. 13.

Native gardeners in southern California battle heat and 
drought, deer and rabbits, but how about this for a story:

An infestation of  jumping worms, also known as snake 
worms, has forced the Rhode Island Wild Plant Society to 
cancel its August native plant sale. Pat Foley, president of  
RIWPS, wrote in an email, “We have decided to cancel our 
upcoming native plant sale. Based on conversations I had 
this week with the volunteers planning the sale, we learned 
that invasive ‘jumping worms’ were discovered in some of  
the plant trays we were readying for the sale.”

Even though the invasive worms look similar to the 
region’s more common earthworm, their behavior easily 
identifies them. They slither through the grass like snakes 
and jump away if  they are disturbed. In their native Korea 
and Japan, they are called Asian jumping worms. That 
jumping is how they escape from predators.

More than 1,000 plants had to be disposed.

It is not easy!

Thanks to EcoRI News for the report (https://ecori.org)
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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

September 10, 2024 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Presenter:  Aaron Sims 
Director of  the CNPS Rare Plant Program

CNPS Rare Plant Inventory: 
Celebrating 50 years of innovation and 

advancement of rare plant stewardship and 

conservation in California

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

LA/SMM CHAPTER MATCHING FUNDRAISER
Thank to everyone who donated! Our fundraising effort totaled $1,300. Our Chapter’s two anonymous matchers will each 
donate $1,300, bringing the total to $3,900.00. Thanks to the following donors: Anne Abramson, Kyra Saegusa, Marc 
Tessier, Virginia Ramsey, Pat Bates, Louise Ratcliff, Sally Browne, and Karin Benson.

For 50 years, CNPS has maintained an inventory of  
California's rare and endangered plants, where 
conservationists, researchers, consultants, and resource 
managers go daily to help educate landowners and public 
policy makers about the importance of  rare plant 
stewardship and conservation. 

October 8, 2024 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  Laurel Thomas

Local Adaptation and Phenotypic Plasticity 
in the California Endemic Toyon 

Laurel Thomas – a former LASMM Chapter 
scholarship recipient will present a report on her 
project. To survive climate change and habitat loss 
plants must rely on phenotypic changes to the 
environment, local adaptation, or migration; 
understanding the drivers of intraspecific variation is 
critical to anticipate how plant species will respond to 
climate change and inform conservation decisions.

continued on page 2

continued on page 2
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of  
L.A.’s Temescal Canyon Park
Last Saturday, Sept. 28 and Oct. 26      9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of  ~700 Temescal Canyon Road, 
Pacific Palisades,  90272 (between the PCH & Sunset, 
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit. 
Subject to cancellation – confirm ahead of  time with 
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com. October 1, 7pm (Tuesday)

By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING
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continued from front page

Sept. 10, CNPS Rare Plant Inventory
Starting as index card files of  plant names and 
locations developed by famous geneticist G. Ledyard 
Stebbins, the CNPS Rare Plant Inventory (RPI) has 
advanced to become the most innovative, publicly 
available online program for promoting rare plant 
science and conservation in California. From the very 
start, CNPS took advantage of  some of  the most 
advanced technology available, with the use of  a 
Burroughs 6700 computer to produce the first RPI in 
1974, followed by purchasing a microcomputer in 
1980. While still in the process of  publishing print 
copies, CNPS produced the Electronic Inventory in the 
1990's which was acclaimed as one of  the most 
sophisticated natural heritage software programs in the 
world. Now in its 9th edition, the RPI is a fully 
integrated web application that enables species 
maintenance functions to be performed in the same 
web-based program, ensuring the immediate release of  
the most up-to-date rare plant information to help 
inform conservation priorities. 

As Director of  the Rare Plant Program for CNPS, 
Aaron Sims is responsible for overseeing and 
managing the status review process for additions and 
changes to the RPI and the California Natural 
Diversity Data Base, as well as developing updates, 
maintenance, and advancements of  this important 
conservation tool. He also supports a myriad of  special 
projects from rare plant surveys and monitoring to 
conservation seed banking, and additional projects in 
support of  rare plant conservation throughout 
California. 

continued from front page

Oct. 8, California Endemic Toyon
In this talk, Laurel will explore the extent of  local 
adaptation and phenotypic plasticity in Heteromeles 
arbutifolia, toyon, a species endemic to the California 
Floristic Province.  To investigate the intraspecific 
variation, plasticity, and local adaptation of  toyon, she 
collected leaves from 286 individuals across toyon's 
range and used seeds from 37 individuals to establish 
experimental gardens in the northern and southern 
parts of  toyon's range. She measured leaf  functional 
traits of  the wild collected leaves, and functional and 
fitness traits of  the offspring grown in the experimental 
gardens. She then investigated the relationships between 
traits and source environment. She was able to establish 
both plastic and locally adapted traits, and consider its 
application to climate change and habitat restoration!

Laurel Thomas (she/her) graduated in 2023 with a 
degree in Environmental Science from UCLA. Fittingly 
named after the California bay laurel tree, she is 
passionate about conserving and increasing access to 
native plants and their respective ecosystems. She spent 
her undergrad studying the California native plant 
toyon, working as a habitat restoration technician in the 
last remaining wetland in Los Angeles, and leading 
students in conservation and outdoor recreation all 
around southern California. Currently, she is applying 
for PhD programs in applied conservation, and has 
been working seasonally from teaching ecology in the 
Grand Tetons to developing a habitat restoration plan 
for the National Park Service in the US Virgin Islands.

MONTHLY PROGRAMS

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Sept. 28  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Oct. 26  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.

mailto:dan@cooperecological.com
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September - October 2024

Announcements

RIVER RALLY & 
ENVIRONMENTAL EXPO – 
SANTA CLARA RIVER
Sat. Sept. 21 – 8 – 11 a.m.
William S. Hart Pony Baseball & Softball Complex
239780 Auto Center Court, Santa Clarita

Participants will help clean up a portion of  the Santa 
Clara River, one of  the last natural, free-flowing river 
systems in Southern California.  Pre-registration 
required via SantaClaritaVolunteers.com

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
BOTANISTS SYMPOSIUM
Sat. Oct. 26  - all day
Pomona College, Seaver Auditorium, Seaver North, 
645 N College Ave., Claremont, CA

thFor this 50  Annual event the theme will be “50 
Years of  Milestones in Botany – A Look into the 
Past, Present, and Future of  California Botany.”  To 
register see: Symposia - Southern California Botanists 
(socalbot.org)

NATIONAL MONUMENTS 
RESOLUTIONS PASS HEARINGS
There’s been some great news on the national 
monument front: Senate Joint Resolutions 16 and 17 
unanimously passed their hearings in the California 
Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee. 
These resolutions show support for the proposed 
Chuckwalla, Kw’tsán, and Sáttítla national 
monuments and urge President Biden to use the 
Antiquities Act to protect these places. 

LAUREN GLEVANIK AWARDED 
LA/SMM CHAPTER 2024 
SCHOLARSHIP

Our Chapter is pleased to announce that Lauren 
Glevanik is the recipient of  our 2024 $1500 Student 
Scholarship.  Lauren is a third-year plant ecology Ph.D. 
candidate at UCLA studying seed dispersal in annual 
plants. Her research combines field data with modeling 
to investigate how species-specific differences in seed 
dispersal contribute to biodiverse plant communities. 
This work informs seed-based restoration, range shift 
modeling, and conservation of  at-risk species unable to 
migrate with climate change. With the support of  the 
LA/SMM chapter scholarship, she will be planting a 
major field experiment this fall exploring how plants 
alter seed dispersal under stressful conditions. Lauren is 
also an avid nature photographer, native plant 
enthusiast, and a certified California Naturalist through 
the UC Environmental Stewards program. You can find 
her on iNaturalist (@lglevanik) and ask her about 
California native plant identification!

2028 OLYMPIC GAMES 
COMING TO THE 
SEPULVEDA BASIN
In the updated venue plan, LA28 reaffirms 
its commitment to the San Fernando Valley, 
which was not included in either the 1932 
or 1984 Games. The Sepulveda Basin 
Recreation Area in the Valley will host the 
youthful, high-energy Olympic 
competitions for BMX Freestyle and BMX 
Racing along with Skateboarding Park and 
Street. The precision sport of  Archery will 
also be in Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area 
for both the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Pending approval by City.

TOPANGA LAGOON 
RESTORATION PROJECT

Topanga Lagoon, located within Topanga State Park, 
is a special place – it is one of  the last remnants of  a 
coastal wetland in California. Its unique mix of  salt 
and freshwater habitats acts as a natural filtration 
system to protect water quality. Topanga Lagoon and 
Creek also host some of  the rarest fish and wildlife 
species in the area. Its beach is not only a popular 
place to sunbathe and pursue outdoor recreation 
activities, but also buffers local facilities from storm 
damage.

Find out more at:
https://www.topangalagoonrestoration.org/project-
overview

P-22 DAY FESTIVAL
Sat. Oct. 19 – 11 am to 3:30 pm
Griffith Park

This annual free, family-friendly event's theme this 
year is connections—connecting wildlife and people 
to each other in a welcoming and inclusive 
community event that celebrates diverse perspectives 
about the natural world.  CNPS will have an info 
booth along with many other environmental groups.

https://socalbot.org/symposia/
https://socalbot.org/symposia/
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Field Trips

CABALLERO CANYON, TARZANA
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 9:00 AM
The heavy rains this past winter re-contoured parts of  
Caballero Creek. Join Steve Hartman on an autumn 
hike up Caballero Canyon all the way up to 
Mulholland Blvd.  Bring binoculars for birdwatching. 
Walk lasts no more than 3 hours. Bring hiking boots 
(the trail is rough), hat, and water. Steve will identify 
the shrubs and trees and wildlife. Did you know why 
Caballero Canyon has so few mature oak trees? Find 
out on Oct. 6. Directions: The trail head for the 
Caballero Canyon Trail lies across Reseda Blvd. from 
the Braemar Country Club. Free parking can be found 
along the boulevard. The trail head is approximately 3 
miles south of  Ventura Blvd. on Reseda Blvd. No 
dogs please. For more info contact Steve at 
naturebase@aol.com.

SEPULVEDA BASIN WILDLIFE 
RESERVE, VAN NUYS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 8:00 AM
Join Steve Hartman on an a gentle walk through the 
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve. In particular we will 
be looking at the revegetation areas where hundreds 
of  natives have been planted and watered by dedicated 
volunteers. For native gardeners, this is a great 
opportunity to see dozens of  species of  native shrubs 
and trees. Bring binoculars for birdwatching too. Walk 
lasts no more than 3 hours. Bring hat and water. After 
a thorough inspection of  recent revegetation areas, 
Steve will lead the group around the Wildlife Lake and 
identify the shrubs and trees and wildlife. Do you 
know why there is a lake at the Reserve?  Find out on 
Oct. 20. Directions: Turn north from Burbank Blvd. 
(or south from Victory Blvd.) onto Woodley Ave., 
which is ½ mile west of  the San Diego Freeway (I-
405). Travel about ½ mile to the sign for the Wildlife 
Reserve (and Japanese Gardens). Turn east onto 
Wildlife Way, a park road. Bear right at the immediate 
fork in the road and go east ½ mile to the Wildlife 
Reserve parking on your left. We will meet at the 
restrooms. No dogs please. For more info contact 
Steve at naturebase@aol.com. Rain date Sept. 27

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

Photos © 2024 Steven Hartman
(top) Monarch caterpillar on milkweed.
(middle) Salt marsh moth caterpillar (Estigmene acrea) on mustard.
(bottom)Leaf-footed bugs (Coreidae) on nightshade berries.
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Acorn and lichen in Caballero Canyon
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Conservation

ANOTHER CRUCIAL WATER SOURCE IN THE EASTERN SANTA MONICA 

MOUNTAINS HAS BEEN PRESERVED!

Four years ago, Citizens for Los Angeles 

Wildlife (CLAW) began monitoring wildlife 

at the Lankershim Terminus Spring, and has 

worked with neighbors to ensure this 

important habitat area becomes protected. 

Their advocacy with their conservation 

partners has paid off, and they are pleased to 

announce that this land is now protected 

from development and destruction! There 

are many plants and animals who will benefit 

from this protection, including mule deer. 

The CLAW nature cam has captured pics and 

video of  these herbivores enjoying this land's 

riparian habitat. Find these videos at 

www.clawonline.org.

It is nice to think that they - along with myriad other wildlife - 

will continue to drink from this spring forever, along with Laurel 

Spring, which CLAW helped protect earlier this year.

What an achievement! Two springs in a single year!  CLAW 

extends its gratitude to their conservation partners at The 

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority, who will be 

the permanent stewards of  the land. 

 Laurel Spring, a 2.4-acre sanctuary, 
is nestled at the crossroads of  
Laurel Canyon Boulevard and 
Lookout Mountain Avenue. This is 
an open space acquisition 
partnership between Citizens for 
Los Angeles Wildlife (CLAW) and 
the Mountains Recreation and 
Conservation Authority (MRCA) 
and the future home of  Laurel 
Spring Park.
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Join the Dawn Patrol in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve and see sights like this.
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On Monday, June 17th, Councilmember Imelda Padilla 
joined by California State Senator Henry Stern, Los 
Angeles Deputy Mayor Randall Winston, along with 
other City Officials and Valley community leaders held 
a press conference to announce the release of  the Final 
Sepulveda Basin Vision Plan—the first comprehensive 
plan for the Sepulveda Basin. The Vision Plan outlines 
a transformative approach to enhancing the Basin's 
environmental, recreational, and community value. In 
addition, Senator Stern presented a large $2.5 million 
check to the Sepulveda Basin. This comprehensive plan 
marks a significant milestone in the sustainable 
development and revitalization of  the Sepulveda Basin, 
aimed at promoting ecological health, community 
engagement, and recreational opportunities. This 
funding will support critical research and planning for 
the de-channelization of  the Los Angeles River, an 
integral part of  the Vision Plan's ecological restoration 
goals.

The Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area, within a 2,000-
acre flood management basin owned by the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers, is the largest open space in the San 
Fernando Valley. It encompasses various recreational 
spaces, an unpaved, soft-bottomed stretch of  the LA 
River, and important natural habitat areas. This Vision 
Plan aims to improve accessibility and connect adjacent 
communities, which are in high need of  park space, to 
both existing and future open space amenities.

The visioning process for the Sepulveda Basin has 
involved extensive community engagement, including 
over 120 meetings, workshops, and outreach activities 
to gather input and educate local residents. 

City of Los Angeles Unveils Final Sepulveda Basin Vision Plan 

and Announces State Investment

FINAL Sepulveda Basin Vision Plan! 
Available NOW!

The Sepulveda Basin Vision Plan, led by the Bureau 
of  Engineering, was created to transform the 2,000-
acre Sepulveda Basin into a climate-resilient park that 
balances recreational, natural, and cultural spaces. 
Developed through the input of  thousands of  
community members, this is the first comprehensive 
plan by the City of  LA for the basin. Initially built as 
part of  the LA River flood management system, the 
basin now also serves as crucial open space and 
habitat. BOE, in partnership with the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy (SMMC), the Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) and 
many other elected officials, tribal leaders, 
community groups and stakeholders, began 
developing the Vision Plan with a focus on natural 
systems, habitat, recreation, cultural programming, 
climate resiliency, and flood risk reduction. The plan 
emphasizes multi-benefit projects to help ensure a 
sustainable and inclusive future for the basin. 

Link to Compressed file: 
https://eng2.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph726/f/JUN
2024-SBVP-VisionPlan_Compressed.pdf

Link to Sepulveda Basin Vision Plan (Very large file - 
1.2 gb)
https://eng2.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph726/f/JUN
2024-SBVP-VisionPlan.pdf



The Cal-IPC Symposium is always a fascinating adventure for those who are aware of invasive plants and 
want to know more about how to control them. 

Theme sessions will explore the ways in which we can “get ahead of the curve” by focusing efforts on the early 
stages of the “invasion curve.” This means employing strategies of prevention and early detection/rapid 
response – strategies that are simple conceptually but more complex in practice. Speakers will share their 
work at the local, regional, and statewide levels.

Other sessions will dig into a wide range of topics on invasive plant management and stewardship. If you’re 
looking for in-person learning, join one of Cal-IPC’s Practitioner Workshops this fall. 

Key Dates:

September 15: Photo Contest Deadline
October 10: Regular registration Deadline
October 23, 5pm: Registration closes

Register at https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/register/

MUSTARD SCIENCE

It has become apparent that if  you remove mustard plants and their seeds from an area for three years straight, the mustard 
plants disappear and natives germinate and begin to take over. The mustard that dominates the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife 
Reserve is Hirschfeldia incana (shortpod mustard) and is closely related to Brassica and Alliaria. A recent review of  research 
(link below) on allelopathy by garlic mustard (Alliaria petioloata) reveals that it affects both germination and seedling growth, 
as well as mycorrhizal growth and connections to native roots. Another study found that the primary deleterious effect was 
removal of  nutrients; so much so that mustard inhibited its own growth on older populations.

https://bioone.org/journals/the-journal-of-the-torrey-botanical-society/volume-143/issue-4/TORREY-D-15-00059/A-review-of-
garlic-mustard-Alliaria-petiolata-Brassicaceae-as-an/10.3159/TORREY-D-15-00059.full

7

https://bioone.org/journals/the-journal-of-the-torrey-botanical-society/volume-143/issue-4/TORREY-D-15-00059/A-review-of-garlic-mustard-Alliaria-petiolata-Brassicaceae-as-an/10.3159/TORREY-D-15-00059.full
https://bioone.org/journals/the-journal-of-the-torrey-botanical-society/volume-143/issue-4/TORREY-D-15-00059/A-review-of-garlic-mustard-Alliaria-petiolata-Brassicaceae-as-an/10.3159/TORREY-D-15-00059.full
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
lasmmcnps@cnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Contact Steve Hartman at 
naturebase@aol.com 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.
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Parcels Under Consideration for Conservation in Agoura

Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter (LA/SMM) - CNPS was contacted by a grassroots partner and the 
representative of  a landowner regarding possible conservation easement of  a private holding. The owner would like 
to see the contiguous parcels, which combined constitute almost 200 acres, protected from development and 
preserved in perpetuity for conservation. The land is adjacent in part to a special conservation area and is within the 
vicinity or a regional trails network.

CNPS rare plant experts Matt Smith - LA/SMM, Ellen Dean and David Torfeh - Channel Islands Chapter joined 
local plant specialist and archaeologist Devlin Gandy with two professional archaeologists to survey the site in May. 
Julie Clark - LA/SMM and David Torfeh performed two initial site visits in 2023.

Nearby areas are documented to host both special plants and cultural/historical resources. Results of  the survey at 
the property were commensurate with species richness and cultural resources in Agoura.

One-hundred nine plant species were identified on the property. Ninety-one percent of  those were native. Four 
special species were amongst the plants identified: One listed federally threatened; Two that are rare or endangered in 
California; One that is of  limited distribution.

LA/SMM is working with local partners, governance, and agencies to make preservation of  this special property 
come to fruition.

Saturday Morning Weeders at the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve. Weeding leader George Waddell holding sign. 
Planting leader Gregory Stewart holding shovel. See bottom of  page 3 for volunteer info and field trip page 4. 

mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:lacnps@lacnps.org
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
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