
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

By Bill Neill

I’m writing this column in mid-February, following a week 
of  above-normal rainfall and preceding another week of  
rain expected in late February.  During our chapter’s online 
board meeting in early February, several board members 
paraphrased Judy Garland by observing that we can look 
forward to another spring season of  “Flowers and Bugs 
and Weeds, Oh My!”  Our chapter hasn’t scheduled as 
many field trips as during the previous two years, but I 
encourage members to take advantage of  the spring 
florescence that will follow above-average rainfall.  A Feb. 
10 article in the Los Angeles Times predicted a return of  
drought next year, so the next several months might be our 
last opportunity to appreciate exuberant plant growth for 
awhile.

Another topic of  our February board meeting was the 
option of  moving our chapter’s fall plant sale to the south 
side of  Sepulveda Pass, as a one-year experiment.  At our 
plant sale last November based at Tarzana Cultural Center, 
sales were reduced from previous years, so our thought is 
that perhaps our market is becoming saturated in San 
Fernando Valley; whereas West L.A. and Culver City and 
Santa Monica seem under-served by native plant outlets, so 
relocating might increase business and our net income 
which goes toward student scholarships.  If  any readers 
would be interested in sharpening business skills by 
assisting a plant sale next fall south of  the mountain crest, 
please send a response to bgneill@earthlink.net

Our chapter’s Scholarship Program is offering $1500 for 
one scholarship for 2024. Please see page 4 for eligibility 
requirements and awardee responsibilities.

VOLUME 44 NUMBER 2
MARCH - APRIL 2024

Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs
March 12, 2024 – 7:00 - 9:30pm

Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

It is difficult, in the face of  the near-total urbanization 
of  the Los Angeles Basin, to imagine what diversity of  
habitats and vegetation thrived as part of  the Indigenous 
landscape before Spanish contact.  Using a diverse range 
of  tools and through interdisciplinary collaboration, the 
Los Angeles Landscape History project has explored 
and mapped this landscape, providing insight into the 
pre-modern functioning of  the landscape and the 
historical distribution of  plants and vegetation types.  

Travis Longcore is Adjunct Professor in the Institute of  
the Environment and Sustainability at UCLA. He has 
been working on the historical ecology of  southern 
California off-and-on since he was a graduate student at 
UCLA in the 1990s and has contributed to and led 
research efforts that cover the Ventura River, Santa Clara 
River and Oxnard Plain, Topanga Lagoon, Ballona 
Creek, Los Angeles River Watershed, San Gabriel River, 
San Joaquin Hills, the lagoons of  northern San Diego 
County, and the Tijuana River and Estuary.

THERE WILL BE NO APRIL PROGRAM

Presenter:  Travis Longcore, 
Institute of  the Environment and Sustainability 

Historical Ecology 
as a Guide to the Lost and Remnant 

Vegetation Types of the Los Angeles Basin

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

LA/SMM CHAPTER MATCHING FUNDRAISER
Since the pandemic stopped public meetings, the LA/SMM Chapter has not been able to hold plant sales as we had in the 
past at locations such as the Sepulveda Garden Center and before that Calamigos Ranch. In order to continue with special 
projects and offer more scholarships, we are soliciting donations from our members and supporters. The Chapter Board 
feels that we should have funds to pay for challenging developments that threaten native habitat. Two chapter board 
members have generously offered to match up to $5,000 in donations, making it possible for our chapter to raise 
$10,000. Please send your donations by check payable to CNPS to 15811 Leadwell Street, Van Nuys, CA 91406. Or you can 
donate through the web site and click Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains to earmark the donation to our chapter. SEE 
PAGE 6 FOR INFO ON ONLINE GIVING!

mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of  
L.A.’s Temescal Canyon Park
Last Saturday, Mar. 30 and Apr. 27      9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of  ~700 Temescal Canyon Road, 
Pacific Palisades,  90272 (between the PCH & Sunset, 
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit. 
Subject to cancellation – confirm ahead of  time with 
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com. 

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Mar. 23  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Apr. 27  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.

April 2, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Vol. 44 No. 2

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ECO-FILM FESTIVAL – SANTA 
CLARITA
March 9 – 10am – 4pm
College of  the Canyons Valencia Campus, 26455 
Rockwell Cyn Rd., Aliso & Mentry Halls.
A free event with complementary parking presented by 
the Santa Clarita Valley Eco Alliance.  There will be 
a series of  environmentally important films 
throughout the day together with informational 
tablings.  A Tacos Jimenez truck will be on site for 
lunch purchases from 11 am to 3 pm.  The films being 
shown are: The Biggest Little Farm; A Plastic Ocean; 
The Aqueduct Between Us; I Am Greta; The True 
Cost; & Racing Extinction.

TOPANGA LAGOON RESTORATION 
PROJECT DEIR REVIW PHASE
Comments are due by April 12, 2024 at 5 pm.  For 
information on the Draft EIR see this page:
What's New | Topanga Lagoon Resto 
(topangalagoonrestoration.org) which has links to the 
documents and instructions for submitting comments.

THEODORE PAYNE 
NATIVE GARDEN TOUR – 2024
April 13 & 14  - 10 am to 5 pm each day
A southern California gardening tradition this year 
featuring 41 gardens throughout our region.  See 
–Native Plant Garden Tour  Theodore Payne Foundation 
for further info & to purchase tickets.

BIG DAY OF GIVING
April 18 – May 2
www.bigdayofgiving.org/cnps
More days to give this year with a focus on 
transforming the built environment and matching 
funding opportunities. 

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT WEEK
April 13-20, 2024
Stay tuned for events.

RECLAIMING EL CAMINO: NATIVE 
RESISTANCE IN THE MISSIONS & 
BEYOND
Autry Museum in Griffith Park, 4700 Western Heritage 
Way, LA 90027
Exhibition on view until June 15, 2025
The exhibition aims to educate Los Angeles and its 
visitors about the potency of  Native life and the rich 
history of  activism in the California borderlands region. 
This exhibition repositions (and reclaims) the El 
Camino Real as the ancient and well-worn trade route 
for Native people long before the establishment of  the 
Franciscan Missions in Baja and Alta California.  Native 
plant enthusiasts will be interested in the Native 
Californian baskets (historic & contemporary) 
throughout the exhibition.  Exhibitions | Autry Museum 
of  the American West (theautry.org)

mailto:dan@cooperecological.com
https://www.topangalagoonrestoration.org/whats-new
https://www.topangalagoonrestoration.org/whats-new
https://nativeplantgardentour.org/
https://bryophyte.cnps.org/images/pdf/TemescalCanyonTrailLoop.pdf
https://bryophyte.cnps.org/images/pdf/TemescalCanyonTrailLoop.pdf
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March - April 2024

FIELD TRIPS

BRUSH CANYON
AT GRIFFITH PARK

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 9:00 AM

At the southwest corner of  Griffith Park, Brush 
Canyon has mature growth of  chaparral and riparian 
trees unscarred by recent wildfires elsewhere in the 
park.  On this Saturday morning outing, botanical 
features will be noted by native plant photographer 
Matt Smith, serving since last year as Rare Plant 
chair of  LA/SMM CNPS Chapter.

From Franklin Avenue in Hollywood, drive north 
about one mile on Canyon Drive to the Griffith Park 
entrance, then another 1000 feet past a playground 
and picnic area.  Park along the curb or on the 
adjacent linear dirt lot beyond the picnic tables, and 
gather at the north end of  the dirt lot.  For logistical 
questions, contact Bill Neill at 

bgneill@earthlink.net.

PLANTS AND GEOLOGY OF 
PLACERITA CANYON

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 9:30 AM 

Docents at the Placerita Canyon Nature Center will lead a 
tour of  the canyon's native flora, history and geology.  
Placerita Canyon is a state park managed by Los Angeles 
County on the north side of  the San Gabriel Mountains 
southeast of  Santa Clarita.  From the Antelope Valley 
Freeway/CA 14, exit at Placerita Canyon Road and drive 
east about 1.5 mile to the natural area entrance at 19152 
Placerita Canyon Road.  Park near the parking lot's 
entrance and gather at the Acorn Amphitheater by 
crossing a wood bridge to the canyon's south side Hiking .  
shoes are recommended for walking up the Canyon Trail 
that may require shallow stream crossings.  Hike will end 
around noon with optional bring-your-own picnic lunch 
at the amphitheater.  For logistical questions, contact Bill 
Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net. 

SHADOW HILLS TRAVERSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 9:30 AM

Roger Klemm will lead a one- to two-mile hike in 
the Fond Family Open Space 
(www.fondlandfoundation.org), at the northwest end 
of  Verdugo Hills.  Expected noteworthy flowering 
plants will include chaparral mallow, Ericameria 
pinifolia (pinebush) and Tetradymia comosa (hairy 
horsebrush).  Take Sunland Blvd. to Sunland Way, a 
short street between the I-5 and I-210 freeway exits, 
and park at the south end of  Sunland Way, opposite 
a sign for Shadow Hills Presbyterian Church.  We 
will walk up Teazle Canyon on a private road to the 
open space entrance, and then hike up to the ridge 
crest and perhaps further south along the crest, 
depending on trail conditions.  For logistical 
questions, contact Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net.
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California Native Plant Society Scholarship Program

Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter (LA/SMM)

Award: LA/SMM CNPS is offering one scholarship of $1500 for 2024.

Focus: This scholarship is intended to support a student who is currently studying conservation or 
plant sciences focusing on the local flora of Southern California.

Eligibility Requirements: - undergraduate or graduate college student who is currently engaged in 
the study of the local flora of southern California. Applicants do not need to be located in Southern 
California. This scholarship strives to expand access to conservation & floristics research. We 
encourage and enthusiastically welcome applications from BIPOC students, women, and other 
individuals from groups historically marginalized from academia.

Awardee Responsibilities: Once awarded the Scholarship, the awardee will be expected to fulfill 
one or both of the following criteria:

1. Write a summary of progress made on their research to be published in the CNPS LA/SMM 
Online Monthly Newsletter – The Toyon

2. Present a program on their research progress at a monthly Chapter meeting

Application Process: to apply for the scholarship please provide the following to lasmm@cnps.org  
by May 31, 2024.

- Your name, phone number, email address, degree program & academic institution

- A short abstract describing your current research and how it relates to the native plant populations 
of Southern California.

In the header of your application please include “Conference Scholarship” as well as your full 
name.

Evaluation Process: After the submission deadline, members of the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter will 
review all applications. If you are to be a recipient of the scholarship, a member of CNPS will reach 
out directly to you to administer the award. We expect to award the funds in fall 2024.

Deadline: All applications must be submitted by May 31, 2024. The recipient will be announced in 
the fall of 2024.

Alan Jay Pollack, MD
Jan. 8, 1937 - Jan. 21, 2024

We are sad to report that Alan Pollack MD has passed away. Alan was a prime 
example of  how a “regular person” can make a big difference in the world. 
According to his obituary, Alan “had a profound respect for nature...he believed 
that all things are connected and this it was his duty to be a good steward of  the 
earth.” After retiring in 1995, Alan began a long relationship with the Audubon 
Society. After becoming a Wildlife Habitat Steward and having his garden 
certified as a wildlife sanctuary by the National Wildlife Federation, he started 
offering free consultations and landscape design to anyone wanting to create a 
garden that attracted wildlife. He gave tours of  his garden, traveled around the 
San Fernando Valley, presenting his lecture: “Restoring Habitat, One Yard at a 
Time,” wrote articles on preserving the natural world. 
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Caballero Creek Charts New Course

Caballero Canyon in Tarzana has 
seen significant erosion, 
landslides, and re-routing of its 
creek in some areas. Above, 
George Waddell inspects a 
washed-out portion of the trail. 
Below images show creek bank 
erosion and scoured shrubs.
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
lacnps@lacnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Contact Steve Hartman at 
naturebase@aol.com 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

Vol. 44 No. 2

When donating to our LA/SMM chapter by clicking 
the GIVE button at the top ;right hand corner of  our 
chapter web site, the next window asks for amount 
and click the box that says “Direct my gift to:” and 
then click the Down arrow to the right of  “Select a 
program” and then select “LA/Santa Monica 
Mountains Chapter” from the drop-down box.

DAWN PATROL REPORT
Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve

Last year’s combination of  Dawn Patrol activities 
(Tuesday and Thursday mornings) and Saturday events 
co-sponsored by Friends of  the Los Angeles River 
resulted in 3,445.5 hours volunteered along with 1557 
large bags of  weeds removed. The 2023 total exceeds 
2022 by 205 hours. 

George Waddell racked up the most hours of  all 
volunteers with 301 total hours. Anne Abramson (188 
hours), Robert Grzesiak (176 hours), Steve Hartman 
(152 hours), and Hal Gake (147 hours) were the top 
volunteers. Special thanks go to Greg Stewart who has 
nearly single-handedly expanded the revegetation zone 
north and east of  the wildlife lake. And extra special 
thanks to Anne Abramson who has been maintaining 
our records for over decade. Other volunteers who 
made significant contributions are Ngoc Thu Tat, 
Jessica Anguiano, Christina Hummel, and Andrea 
Tanchez.

The Wildlife Reserve has been flooded at least once 
during the big rains in January, and flooded again with 
the recent February storm.

The Dawn Patrol heads into the Wildlife Reserve after
the recent flood.

mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:lacnps@lacnps.org
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
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