
VOLUME 43 NUMBER 5
NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2023

Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

Nov. 14, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

The TreePeople Native Garden Kit Program is designed 
to make native landscape transformation accessible, 
affordable, and hassle-free. This program will help 
residents reduce water usage, beautify the urban 
environment, and support native plant nurseries across 
Southern California. Eric spent 20 years in education 
and consulted with schools to integrate sustainability 
into their programs. He previously served as Director of  
Sustainability at a charter management organization in 
Los Angeles. In his current role as the Native Garden 
Kit Program Manager at TreePeople he works with 
various stakeholders to help homeowners transition 
their landscape from lawns to native plants.

continued on page 2

Dec. 12, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  Eric Wilson
TreePeople Native Garden Kit

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

What can we do to address the coastal erosion, invasive 
species, loss of  habitat, limitations facing our 
endangered fishes while still accommodating almost a 
million visitors each year? The Topanga Lagoon 
Restoration Project is a multi-agency cooperative effort 
that seeks to protect and restore precious biological and 
cultural resources, create an integrated program for 
coastal access, emergency response and interpretation, 
and proactively address the effects of  sea level rise. The 
Draft Environmental Impact Report will be released in 
early 2024 with CA State Parks as the lead agency, 
coordinating with Caltrans and LA County Department 
of  Beaches and Harbors. continued on page 2

Presenter:  Rosi Dagit

Topanga Lagoon Restoration –
Imagining the Future

Sepulveda Basin Wildflowers
by Brendan Clarke
Two species of  native wildflowers, both small lupines, were 
found in two inconspicuous meadows, maybe for the first
time in the Sepulveda Basin. It's just a couple acres, but rare 
for urban areas. They may be a sign of  relatively intact
native topsoil. One meadow had thousands of  lupines, as 
well as a third wildflower, a native lotus. In another 
meadow, the last remnant of  a large walnut orchard, all the 
miniature lupine had white flowers, which is unusual.
The two meadows are probably mowed by City Parks every 
year. Annual mowing is good for the wildflowers and 
should continue, but could be improved in a few ways. 
Disturbing the soil should be avoided.

In March 2023, I came across patches of  wildflowers 
blooming in two meadows in the Sepulveda Basin. Online 
plant databases (CCH, CalFlora and iNaturalist) - had no 
previous record of  two of  the species in the Basin.

Wildflower species:
Lupinus bicolor, miniature lupine.
- Thousands of  plants in the first meadow, with typical blue 
and white flowers; hundreds in the second meadow,
but with only white flowers, which is relatively rare for this 
wildflower. A common flower in natural areas, but large
patches of  it are rare.

Lupinus nanus, sky lupine (or a different small annual lupine. 
I'm not certain of  the ID - see image below.)
- Dozens of  plants in both meadows. Some plants of  the 
two lupine species are next to each other, so can be
easily compared. In the second meadow, the difference is 
obvious because of  the white L. bicolor flowers. (This is
definitely not the large arroyo lupine, which is also found in 
the Basin.) The Sepulveda Basin is outside the southern tip 
of  L. nanus range.

Acmispon americanus, Spanish Lotus
- Also native and same plant family as 
lupines - Fabaceae, the Pea family. 
Hundreds of  plants in the first
meadow, none in the second. There's at 
least one recent record of  this species 
from the Basin. Not yet blooming as of  
18 May.

continued on page 4

Lupinus nanus?



RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of  
L.A.’s Temescal Canyon Park
Last Saturday, Nov. 25 and Dec. 30      9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of  ~700 Temescal Canyon Road, 
Pacific Palisades,  90272 (between the PCH & Sunset, 
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit. 
Subject to cancellation – confirm ahead of  time with 
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com. 

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Nov. 18  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Dec. 16  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.

L.A. BIODIVERSITY GUIDELINES
LA Biodiversity Guidelines (lacitysan.org)
The LA Biodiversity Guidelines have been developed 
jointly by the City of  Los Angeles and the County of  
Los Angeles as a mechanism to incorporate biodiversity 
into the urban environment and support City and 
County biodiversity objectives. The intent is that 
projects that adhere to these guidelines will support and 
enhance urban nature while adhering to sustainable 
management practices. 
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TreePeople Native Garden Kit
continued from front page
Recently, Eric added the role of  project manager in 
TreePeople's newly created Green Infrastructure 
department, with a focus on school and urban 
greening. He holds a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Anthropology and Human Biology from Emory 
University, an M.A. in teaching from New York 
University, and a PhD in Education and Human 
Development from the University of  Colorado, 
Denver.

Topanga Lagoon Restoration...
continued from front page
Get a sneak peak of  how previous stakeholder input 
and many technical studies shaped the alternative 
designs and learn what you can do to help.

Since 1987, Rosi Dagit has coordinated a variety of  
projects throughout the Santa Monica Mountains.  She 
obtained grants and contracts, which funded the 
Topanga Creek Watershed Committee, and served as 
the TCWC coordinator from 1998-2003.  Ms. Dagit 
has been the Principal Investigator or Lead Scientist 
for a variety of  long–term research and monitoring 
projects including studies of  federally endangered 
steelhead trout and tidewater gobies and threatened 
western pond turtles. As Project Manager, her 
expertise in strategic resource planning and 
implementation resulted in the restoration of  Lower 
Topanga Creek by removal of  the Rodeo Grounds 
Berm (2008). She is currently coordinating the 
planning and grant funding for the Topanga Lagoon 
Restoration Project, has developed a Feasitiblity Study 
to guide restoration of  Trancas Lagoon (2015) and is 
assisting CA State Parks with proposals for restoration 
of  Big Sycamore Lagoon.

As technical advisor and editor, she helped develop the 
Topanga Creek Watershed Management Plan (2002 ), the Los 
Angeles County Oak Woodland Conservation Management 
Plan (2011), the Los Angeles County Native Tree Priority 
Planting Plan for the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area (2019) and the Early Detection-Rapid 
Response Plan for Invasive Beetles Los Angeles County, Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (2019). Ms. 
Dagit currently serves as a technical advisor to the CA 
Wildlife Foundation, Caltrans Fish Passage Advisory 
Committee Leadership Action Team, and has served 
on the Los Angeles County Beach Commmission since 
1996. 

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING
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December 5, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER ELECTIONS
The following slate has been selected for 
the upcoming year. A vote will take place 
online at the December 12 program 
meeting.

President: Bill Neill
Vice-President: Snowdy Dodson
Treasurer: Mary Montes
Secretary: Mary Herr

https://lacitysan.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/y250/mdky/~edisp/cnt092349.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0t0hEtv_0A9c_4UlVm0TT6FUYjSlXnHBUIE-9fCyNqFQtUVB7xabczU4k
mailto:dan@cooperecological.com
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Novermber - December 2023

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT 
AWARENESS EVENT
SAT. NOV. 4 – 2-5 pm
RIO DE LOS ANGELES STATE PARK
1900 N. San Fernando Rd., LA 90065

A public event including a biodiversity panel discussion, 
tour of  a habitat restoration project, native landscaping 
installation information, plant giveaways & advocacy 
opportunities.  Join in at the outdoor rock seating area 
behind the park admin building.  Sponsored by the 
Climate Reality Project (LAClimateReality.org) & the 
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance 
(NCSA.la).  Parking onsite on a first come, first served 
basis.

PIERCE COLLEGE 
HORTICULTURAL TRADE SHOW
SAT. NOV. 4 – 10 AM TO 4:30 PM
PIERCE COLLEGE ARBORETUM

Free event with some focus on Calif. native plants.  
Free food starting at noon. Plant giveaways & 
information booths.  Our CNPS Chapter will be there. 

TARZANA NATIVE PLANT FAIR
SAT. NOV. 11 – 11 AM TO 4 PM
Tarzana Community & Cultural Center
19130 Ventura Blvd. 

Annual free celebration of  Calif. native plants for all 
age groups.  Plants for sale, gardening advice, 
workshops.   Our Chapter will be selling books.  
TarzanaNativePlantFair.com

CNPS CHAPTER 
NATIVE PLANT SALES

SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS CHAPTER
Sat. Nov. 4 – 9 am to 2 pm
Monrovia Historical Museum
742 E. Lemon Ave. 91016

CHANNEL ISLANDS CHAPTER
Sun. Nov. 5 – 10 am to 2 pm
Ventura Botanical Gardens
567 Poli St., 93001

GEOLOGY TOUR OF 
SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS
Saturday, December 16, 9am – 2pm

After meeting at the NPS Visitor Center, we will car-pool to 
several rock outcrops along Mulholland Highway and hike 
partway up Calabasas Peak.  Group size will be limited.  The 
morning hike is about 1.3 mile roundtrip on a steep graded 
dirt road.  For more information and to enroll, send email 
message to trip leader Bill Neill at .bgneill@earthlinik.net

mailto:bgneill@earthlinik.net
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Above, Funaria moss; 
Middle, Acmispon americanus; 
Right, Lupinus bicolor - blue and white forms

continued from page 1
Wildflower locations:

First meadow: on the south of  Burbank Blvd, east of  
Balboa Blvd, adjacent to a residential neighborhood. 
Thousands of  L. bicolor and hundreds of  the other lupine. 
It's about 1 acre, and also has native
Spanish lotus, Acmispon americanus; and native fiddleneck, 
Amsinckia sp. and Funaria moss. It was mowed before 25
April, but as of  18 May there are still many blooming 
lupines. This meadow gets very few visitors. It is close to 
what was once a cienega or wetland of  some kind, before 
it was destroyed by the freeway.

Second meadow: South of  the 101 freeway, between 
Libbett Park and a residential neighborhood.
- 3 acres, but lupines on only 1 acre. Hundreds of  white 
flowered L. bicolor and dozens of  the other lupine,
as well as native telegraph weed and fiddleneck. As of  13 
May it was not mowed, but the flowers were nearly gone.
Drying plants and seed pods remain. There is a gas 
pipeline thru it, and currently two temporary marker 
stakes that might be signs of  ground disturbance in the 
near future. Next to the meadow is an irrigated city park 
that is an informal off-leash spot. The dogs and walkers 
mostly stay out of  the meadow and stay on the trail 
because of  foxtails.

This meadow is the last remnant of  a 150 acre English 
walnut orchard planted in the 1920s, with a half  dozen
walnut trees left. Walnuts required less disturbance and 
irrigation than most crops. There are some large ground
holes, either old tree sites, ground squirrel burrows, or 
both. Rattail grass (Festuca myuros) may be the dominant
weed.

Sepulveda Basin Wildflowers

A third, smaller site: On top of  the northern end of  the dam, 
next to asphalt pavement.
- A few miniature lupine and Spanish lotus, but none of  the 
other lupine. It's a slightly depressed area, like an
artificial swale, that may get a some extra water.
(I also found the same two lupines together in a Thousand 
Oaks hillside this spring, but with the numbers reversed.)

The two Basin meadows have hard, gravelly soil, each a little 
different. This "bad" soil is good for native wildflowers. In 
the 1915/17 soil survey map, they are located in a thousand 
acre area of  "Yolo gravelly loam". Old air photos show one 
meadow farmed, the other a walnut grove. In the 1940s and 
50s, the Basin was bulldozed for the dam and golf  courses,
but these two meadows escaped serious disturbance just by 
being on outer corners of  the property.
Similar places on the Valley floor are rare: maybe the old 
cemetery in Sylmar (in the northeast Valley, 10 miles away);
parts of  Chatsworth Nature Preserve (the old reservoir, 8 
miles away). A few other small, unprotected remnants on the
periphery of  the Valley.

Both meadows are probably mowed at least once a year. The 
mowing is good - it reduces weeds and is the closest
thing to “light” grazing by native animals, as opposed to the 
severe grazing of  some livestock. But it could be better. 
Disturbing or amending the soil should be avoided.
Preservation of  the meadows and wildflowers should be 
considered in City Parks or Corps of  Engineers planning and
operations. In the Corps' 2011 Basin Master Plan, these 
meadows are identified as "Inactive or Future Recreation".

by Brendan Clarke - bclarke.samo@gmail.com
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
la-santamonicamountains@cnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

November - December 2023

Join us in celebrating the lives of
two very wonderful people

Harvey & Sheila Bjornlie
November 18, 2023, 3:00 - 6:00 pm

Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Santa Monica
1260 18th St. SM, CA

Bring your stories & thoughts to share
as we keep them alive in our hearts

All are welcome
Light refreshments will be served

Parking provided in structure at
1311 16th St. - Level 3 or 4

Tell the attendant you're a guest at an event at UUSM

For those attending remotely:
https://www.youtube.com/@HarveySheilaMemorial

MAPPING LOS ANGELES LANDSCAPE HISTORY: 
THE INDIGENOUS LANDSCAPE

The LA Landscape History Project (lalandscapehistory.org) has produced a StoryMap –
Mapping Los Angeles Landscape History (arcgis.com) 2023 Final Report  Los Angeles Landscape  as well as a final report: –
History (lalandscapehistory.org)   that aim to help us look into the ancient past of  our natural world, support our 
collective efforts to better care for it, to restore where possible and to plan for a more sustainable future. 
Representatives of  three tribes – Chumash, Tataviam, and Gabrieleno – along with university geographers, historians, 
and biologists, have blended Indigenous and scientific knowledge to reconstruct, through maps, stories, analyses, and 
modeling, the natural environment and cultural landscapes of  our region prior to massive urbanization. Travis 
Longcore will give a March 12, 2024 presentation on this project for our CNPS Chapter.  Save the date.

CITY OF LOS ANGELES URBAN NATURE GUIDEBOOK
LA Urban Nature Guidebook (lacitysan.org)
This publication showcases 20 native plant gardens, greenways, natural parks, and wildlife reserves around the City. 
Each entry highlights collaborative partnerships and features three defining attributes that make each of  these 
biodiversity gems so special. 

mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:lacnps@lacnps.org
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b76cab116cbe4432a629d4791249a958
https://lalandscapehistory.org/2023-final-report/
https://lalandscapehistory.org/2023-final-report/
https://lacitysan.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/y250/mdkx/~edisp/cnt091942.pdf?fbclid=IwAR12UPUYE7l5dq_dfXRNA4A_LxHU3EOYENq390DIXPhlHpSwsnxGUajYp4A
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