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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs
Sept. 12, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm

Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

Gardeners and landscape designers all have the power to 
make a difference in conserving biodiversity by creating 
habitat for wildlife. Residential, commercial, and public 
spaces are increasingly dedicated to the rewarding and 
vital endeavor of  supporting birds, beneficial insects, 
and other wild creatures whose natural habitats are 
threatened by habitat loss, pollution, toxic pesticides, 
and the unchecked spread of  invasive species. This 
presentation offers guidelines for designing and tending 
gardens that welcome wildlife, including some of  the 
best California native plants for the Los Angeles region.

continued on page 2

Oct. 10, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Presenter:  Carol Bornstein 

Welcoming Wildlife into the
Designed Landscape

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter

This study is intended to provide a detailed summary of  
the botanical resources (both vascular and non-vascular 
plants) of  the Santa Clara (called Utom by the 
Chumash) River Watershed that will support the 
conservation of  these resources and appropriate land 
use decisions made within and adjacent to the 
watershed.  These resources are unique and of  great 
importance to the indigenous peoples (Chumash and 
Tatavian) that originally occupied this territory and those 
that have arrived subsequently, and to the botanical 
scientific community and conservation organizations 
such as the California Native Plant Society,     

continued on page 2

Presenter:  Jordan Collins

Botanical Resources of the 
Santa Clara (Utom) River Watershed

SEE PAGE 3 FOR PLANT SALE INSTRUCTIONS

FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE
Greetings.  Hope you are well and available to volunteer 
for our CNPS Chapter Fall Plant Sale.  This year the 
plant sale will be handled like last year with all orders 
done online and prepaid.  Our pickup date is on Sat. Oct. 
28, 2023.  The plants will be delivered to us on Oct. 27, 
and we will need help organizing the individual orders on 
that Friday.  Our CNPS members and the public are 
invited to purchase plants via our online inventory which 
will be live Oct. 13-21 via links on our webpage & 
through an email blast.

The pickup location will be at the Tarzana Community 
Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., on the corner of  
Ventura Blvd. & Vanalden near the 101 freeway. Please 
park either on Vanalden (south side of  Vanalden has 
many parking spaces in the residential area) or on 
Ventura Blvd near the front gate in metered parking 
spots. There is a small parking lot behind the Tarzana 
Community Center however, we need that area for the 
truck which will be delivering plants that Friday morning.  
We need help on Oct. 27 with inventorying the plants 
coming off  the truck  and we especially need your 
assistance that day with organizing the plants into the 
individual orders for pickup.  This should be an all-hands 
event so we can get the task done in the morning before 
it gets hot.  This involves some stooping and lifting of  
one-gallon plants.  We expect to start these activities 
around 9:30 a.m. and end in early afternoon.

On Oct. 28, we need several people throughout the day 
to help load the plants into the vehicles of  our buyers.  
The pick-ups are timed so everyone does not show up at 
once. The pick-up hours are 9 am to 2:30 pm and we 
plan to be there as volunteers 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.

The sale will be handled in the back parking lot of  the 
venue.  We will have drinking water & snacks available 
and restrooms.  The venue has shade.  The venue also has 
a lovely mostly native demo garden. 

Please let me know if  you are available for either or both 
of  the above dates.  Thanks for all your past support.  
Regards Snowdy Dodson, Chapter Vice President 
email: snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of  
L.A.’s Temescal Canyon Park
Last Saturday, Sept. 30 and Oct. 28      9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of  ~700 Temescal Canyon Road, 
Pacific Palisades,  90272 (between the PCH & Sunset, 
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit. 
Subject to cancellation – confirm ahead of  time with 
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com. 

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Sept. 23  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Oct. 28  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.

CHAPTER ELECTIONS
Our Chapter will be holding elections for our Board 
positions in Dec. 2023. 
If  you are a CNPS Chapter member and are interested 
in getting involved, please contact us via 
lacnps@lacnps.org with a brief  statement of  your 
interest and background before October 15.
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Welcoming Wildlife into the Designed Landscape
continued from front page
Carol Bornstein is former Director of  Living 
Collections at the Natural History Museum of  Los 
Angeles County, whose mission is to inspire wonder, 
discovery, and responsibility for our natural and 
cultural worlds. For 8 ½ years, she oversaw the 
museum's 3.5-acre Nature Gardens and the Live 
Animal Program. For nearly 30 years, she was 
Horticulturist at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden. 
She co-authored two books, the award-winning 
California Native Plants for the Garden and Reimagining the 
California Lawn. She has selected and introduced several 
popular cultivars for California gardens, including 
Verbena lilacina 'De La Mina' and Corethrogyne filaginifolia 
'Silver Carpet' and she continues to share her 
knowledge of  plants native to California and other 
Mediterranean regions through her teaching, writing, 
and design work.

Botanical resources of  the Santa Clara (Utom)
River Watershed
continued from front page
Wishtoyo Foundation, Center for Biological Diversity, 
Santa Ynez Band of  the Chumash, and others. This 
study provides a description of  the biogeography of  
the watershed and its flora with over 2,300 plant taxa 
reported for the region.

Jordan Collins has been a lover of  plants since a young 
age, growing up in their grandma's garden. This 
passion for plants continued on to college. Jordan 
attended Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, CA where they 
studied Biodiversity Conservation and Landscape 
Horticulture. Throughout their time they were a 
dedicated student curator at the Robert F. Hoover 
Herbarium, greenhouse and horticultural enthusiast, as 
well as teaching assistant for many botany courses. 
Jordan had the opportunity to work with the US Fish 
& Wildlife Service alongside Dr. Jenn Yost to help 
conserve a federally endangered plant species: 
Gambel's watercress. In addition, they also worked 
with the Morro Bay National Estuary Program, 
graduate student Erin Aiello, and Dr. Yost to help 
transplant eelgrass in Morro Bay to preserve a dying 
population. This work really solidified Jordan's passion 
for ecosystem restoration and rare plant protection. At 
CNPS, Jordan is a field botanist in the Rare Plant 
Program conducting rare plant surveys, vascular 
floristic surveys, and bryophyte surveys.

October 3, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Mary Montes and Christian Kiillkkaa table at an
Earth Day Festival on April 23.
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2023 NATIVE PLANT SALE  

Our Fall Plant Sale will be done through advance 
online ordering Friday October 13 to Saturday 
October 21 with timed pick-ups on Saturday 
October 28.  A URL specific to our chapter�sale 
will be posted on our website and sent out in an 
email blast on October 12.  The link will be 
available for orders from October 13 to 21 and 
you must order and pay for your plants on 
those dates.   

 

When ordering plants make sure you're in our 
chapter inventory. 

We plan to have more than 50 different native 
plant species for sale.  

Make sure on the checkout page that it says Oct 
28. 

When you order your plants and pay for 
them, you will be given a time to pick 
them up in the Tarzana Community 
Cultural Center parking lot. All times are 
for Saturday October 28, between 9 am 
and 2:30 pm. 

 

Address for the Tarzana Cultural Center is

19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, CA 91356 

 

The Cultural Center is on the corner of  Ventura 
Blvd. & Vanalden Ave. just off  the 101 freeway.  
The parking lot entrance is behind the Center off  
of  Vanalden.  Look for the CNPS sign which will 
be at the entrance to the pick-up site.  All plants 
MUST be picked up on Saturday October 28 with 
no exceptions. Should you have a true emergency 
on that Saturday, you can call Mary Montes (747-
282-6540)  or Snowdy Dodson (818-257-0309). 
Both will be at the site all that day and will have 
cell phones.� 

 

General instructions for ordering are: 
  *   Click on the plant you want, select an 
option (if there is one) of size and make 
sure the LA Chapter is after the option you 
select. 
  *   Select the quantity you would like. 
  *   Click on Orange Add to Cart button. 
  *   Repeat for additional plants. 
  *   Fill in your contact information, your 
phone number and e-mail, in case there is a 
pickup or inventory problem. 
  *   In the pickup window, make note of 
your pickup time when you place your 
order. 
  *   Fill in your payment information. 
  *   Submit your order, and print out a copy 
to bring with you when for pickup 

Available inventory will be tracked online 
as the sale proceeds.  Your orders are not 
guaranteed until payment is completed. 

As a bonus this year, the first 55 people 
who place a plant order which totals $60 or 
more, will receive a book featuring the 
Gottlieb Native Garden.
 
Thank you in advance for supporting the 
Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains 
Chapter of CNPS and continuing to enjoy 
the beauty of native plants.  All proceeds 
from this plant sale support the conservation 
and education programs of Chapter and our 
Chapter's student scholarships. 
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Leader Richard Rachman introduced a large group of  CNPSers to the diverse habitat of  the Tujunga Wash and 
Hansen Dam.

The 2,000 square foot native plant pollinator garden at the north end of  Los Angeles City Fire Department (LAFD)  
Station 83 in Encino, funded by the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society (SFVAS) and the Encino Neighborhood 
Council, was installed in early 2022. The project involved clearing the area of  weeds and grass, mulching and 
preparing the soil. Los Angeles City Council District 4 generously donated funds for weed clearing and rock for the 
central area of  the garden. One volunteer takes care of  watering, weeding and occasional plant replacement and 
pruning. Everyone involved thanks the LAFD for welcoming the use of  their property for this project in urban 
biodiversity enhancement and sustainability.

The garden includes a wide variety of  native plants - Epilobium, various penstemons, sages, yarrow, bladderpod, toyon, 
sugarbush, narrow leaf  milkweed, showy annuals, Gambelia, and more. A few plants succumbed to last year's long hot 
summer (or dogs), and were replaced with varieties that seem more suited to the particular area. As of  June 2023 
many of  the plants are in bloom and the garden is a magnet for birds, lizards and insects. The narrow-leafed 
milkweed hosted numerous monarch butterfly caterpillars in late 2022 - it is thriving and we await the 2023 Monarchs.

Some hold the mistaken belief  that personnel at fire stations are sitting around and have lots of  time to take care of  
the station landscaping. The fact is most if  not all LAFD firefighters and paramedics are continuously on calls or 
readying equipment for the next call and have zero time to devote to gardening. Further, they receive no funding for 
landscape maintenance from the City. As a result, stations ought to be landscaped with easily-maintained native plants 
in a substrate which facilitates keeping it weed-free and attractive. Many stations unfortunately have been outfitted 
with gravel, which is a maintenance nightmare after a couple years. This is a wonderful opportunity for local 
California native plant enthusiasts to step in, and in many cases all that is involved to get started is offering the 
program and building a level of  trust with the personnel assigned to the station. It is also a 'thank you' to the folks 
who are there to help us at our worst moments.

Work has already started expanding the Station 83 garden  to a portion of  the interior of  the station's gated area, and 
the station captains now want the entire interior gated area converted (over 4,000 square feet). In addition, a 1500 sf  
garden is in the works for another LAFD Station, and requests are coming in for school native plant installations. 
This is a lot of  new habitat (and work)! 

While the City of  Los Angeles is recognized as a biodiversity hotspot, that biodiversity is threatened by our urban 
environment. Projects such as this one can be expanded city-wide to include everything from lawns converted from 
turf  to underutilized medians and public spaces. The pollinator gardens can easily be combined with existing or new 
shade tree (hopefully native)  installations, and will provide a lasting benefit. This citizen-science project spearheaded 
by SFVAS has brought multiple city agencies on board to contribute to the enhancement and replenishment of  
habitat in this city-owned facility.  It is already being visited by schoolchildren and is serving as a living classroom.

As the demand for these projects increases, it is clear that more volunteers and collaboration with other groups is 
needed. Currently we could use some volunteers to help with the Encino and Sun Valley projects, as well as schools 
that wish to put in native pollinator gardens. As the programs expand we will be seeking additional funding through 
both nonprofit and government sources. We welcome input, ideas, and help!

Pat Bates may be contacted at pat.bates@sfvaudubon.org, or leave a message at 747-237-3750. She serves on the 
boards of  both the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society and the Encino Neighborhood Council, and is an 
enthusiastic relative newcomer to the wonderful world of  California native plants.

By Pat Bates

LAFD STATION 83 AND BEYOND POLLINATOR PROJECT UPDATE
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
lacnps@lacnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chapter Scholarships
By Mary Montes

Our LA/SMM chapter awards two $1500 scholarships each year. These scholarships are meant to support students 
who are currently studying conservation or plant sciences, focusing on the local flora of  Southern California.

Our fall plant sale helps the chapter to fund our scholarships.

We call for applications in spring for students enrolled in an undergrad or graduate degree program at an accredited 
college or university. The information to apply and the awardee responsibilities are printed in our newsletter (The  
Toyon) and our website each spring.

This year the recipients are Laurel Thomas and Natasha Khanna-Dang, both Environmental Science majors. Ms. 
Thomas is a student at UCLA doing her research on Heteromeles arbutifolia (Toyon) and Ms Khanna-Dang is a student at 
Cal State Los Angeles, doing her research on Juglans californica (Black Walnut).

Watch our Newsletter in the future for reports on the progress of  their current research. 

River Rally Clean Up & Environmental Expo
Sat. Sept. 16 – 8:00 to 11:00 am

Newhall Community Center, 22421 Market St., Newhall, CA

An annual opportunity for volunteers of  all ages to help clean up a portion of  the Santa Clara River, one of  the last natural, free-
flowing river systems in Southern California. Participating volunteers must wear closed-toe shoes and appropriate clothing for 
picking up debris in the riverbed and are highly encouraged to wear sunscreen and a hat. Volunteers are also encouraged to stay 
hydrated and bring a filled, reusable water bottle to help reduce waste. There will be a refill station provided on site by SCV Water 
with paper cups available. Each volunteer, regardless of  age, must pre-register at   http://santaclaritavolunteers.com

P-22 Day Festival & Urban Wildlife Week
Oct. 15-22 

The brochure - 2022_Urban_Wildlife_Week_Brochure_WEB-1.pdf  (savelacougars.org) - outlines all the activities that 
culminate in the Festival on Oct. 22 in Griffith Park with exhibit tables, music, & activities for all age groups.
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