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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Snowdy Dodson

What can we do about the Superbloom hype? There is already
so much press about the possibility of the event(s) happening or
not (just Google “superbloom 2023”). As usual, the natural
world here in California seems fickle & maddeningly
unpredictable. For sure, Calif. native plants are going to be &
already are blooming, What the public & the press really want is
a blow-you-out-of-the-water, eye-blinding show of annuals
coming up from the seed bank after appropriately timed rains —
yes, a miraculous sight in this day of overdevelopment & loss of
habitat. The up-side is that ordinary folks, not CNPS members,
are getting excited about the intense beauty & value of
California's flora; the down-side might be a fantasy-fueled romp
through wildflower fields that simply need to make seed for the
next rain event. We as CNPS members & supporters need to be
stewards & set good examples for wildflower viewing behavior.
Yes, many people don't like being told to stay on the path, don't
pick, etc., but who else is going to put out that message?

Destructive behavior by the general public has already led to
closure of some popular poppy viewing sites. All of us can
contribute in some way to educate visitors while protecting our
wildflower resources — donate time or funding to the
organizations (federal, state, county, local, non-profits) who are
in charge of stewardship of open spaces. Attend or help lead
hikes, participate in restoration efforts, encourage people to
plant native wildflowers in their school gardens, local parks, &
their own gardens (if they have them); advertise & patronize
native garden tours; promote & support native plant nurseries &
public gardens — Theodore Payne Foundation, California
Botanic Garden, Descanso Gardens.

The Theodore Payne Foundation Wildflower Hotline goes live
on March 3, 2023 with weekly Friday reports on wildflower
viewing —
https://theodorepaynefoundation.org/learn/wildflower-
hotline/ Let's hope for more rain & snow in the coming weeks
that will sustain any and all California blooms — super &
otherwise.

For some quick superbloom reading:

The Basics of Super Bloom Etiquette: Or, How Not to Be a Jerk
Sunset

Historic California Rain Could Bring One of the Best

Superblooms for Years (newsweek.com) (in Newsweek

interviewing Nick Jensen).
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Virtual Program via Zoom

MICROCLIMATIC REFUGIA OF
CHAPARRAL RELICTS IN MOUNTAINS
OF THE MOJAVE DESERT

Presenter: Shane Jordan

Climate relicts within arid environments may persist in
isolated refugia if suitable conditions exist in microsites
that differ enough from the regional environment to
provide relief from drought and temperature stress.
Disjunct populations of plant taxa associated with
coastal and interior chaparral are found in just a few
mountains within the Mojave Desert. These mountain
biotic communities are ecological confluences where
plant species characteristic of distant floristic regions
often co-occur. Some of these species have widespread
distribution in chaparral ecosystems of the California
Floristic Province, a region of especially high plant
diversity, and also in the warmer Madrean Floristic
Province of Arizona. While the Mojave Desert does not
fall within the CFP or MFP, the occurrence of coastal
and interior chaparral species within this region is an
interesting exception.

Shane is a native Californian and graduate student at Cal
State Northridge interested in the ecology and evolution
of chaparral and desert biotic communities. His
research includes the response of chaparral birds to
wildfire, and the biogeography of insular plant
communities. He is currently studying the distribution
of chaparral plants within desert mountains to
characterize environmental influence on relict
populations and patterns of community assembly where
they occur in arid landscapes

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.



https://theodorepaynefoundation.org/learn/wildflower-hotline/
https://theodorepaynefoundation.org/learn/wildflower-hotline/
https://www.sunset.com/travel/superbloom-etiquette
https://www.sunset.com/travel/superbloom-etiquette
https://www.newsweek.com/historic-california-rain-best-superbloom-years-drought-botany-1778814
https://www.newsweek.com/historic-california-rain-best-superbloom-years-drought-botany-1778814
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RESTORATION ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Native Plant Garden in the City of Chatsworth Nature Preserve Earth Day

L.A’s Temescal Canyon Park

Last Saturday, Mar. 25 and Apr. 29  9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of ~700 Temescal Canyon Road,
Pacific Palisades, 90272 (between the PCH & Sunset,
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit.
Subject to cancellation — confirm ahead of time with
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com.

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, ["an Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Mar. 25 7am - 10am

Saturday, Apr. 29 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at
moiraw(@earthlink.net.

Westwood Greenway (NEW!)

March 11 and 26, April 8 and 23

Defending the native plants at the Westwood Greenway
from the invading weeds is an ongoing job! Please join
us on the 2nd Saturday and 4th Sunday of the month,
9-11 am weather permitting. Gloves and weeding tools
a must. No restrooms on site. More information
(including a map) at www.westwoodgreenway.org or
email president@westwoodgreenway.org

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

April 4, 7pm (Tuesday)

By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)
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Open House

April 1, 2023 — 10 am to 2 pm

Highlights: Opening Ceremony with Native American
Blessing, Guided Nature Hikes, Live Animal Exhib-
itions, Environmental & Community Resource Fair.
Location & Parking:

Entry gate on Valley Circle Blvd, west of Plummer St.
Street parking available with limited on-site parking. Map
available via ladwp.com/CNPearthday website. This is a
once-a-year opportunity for the public to visit the
Preserve.

Theodore Payne Native Garden Tour 2023
10 am to 5 pm

Sat. April 15 — Westside Gardens

Sun. April 16 — Eastside Gardens

The 20" annual showcase for premier California native
plant gardens in LA County will spotlight 30+ gardens
across the city, this two-day journey will bring together
the plants and people that make Southern California one
of the most unique and biodiverse places on the planet.
Tickets are $40-45 per person. See

https:/ /www.nativeplantgardentour.org for further details.

Calabasas Earth Day/Green Expo
April 23 = 2-5 pm

Las Virgenes Creek on Agoura Rd.

(Las Virgenes Rd. exit from the 101 Freeway)

The event will feature educational booths, eco-friendly
games and activities, live animal show and entertainment
to visitors. Over fifty exhibitors from all over Los
Angeles and Ventura counties will be participating in the
event to educate visitors about actions that will protect
our planet while saving them money through water &
energy efficiency.

FUNDING FOR PENSTEMON
CONSERVATION

The American Penstemon Society (APS) is seeking high-
quality proposals for activities that promote knowledge
and appreciation of penstemons. The Society is
particularly interested in funding projects that promote
conservation of penstemon species in the wild. APS may
provide up to $1000. In addition, we offer a maximum
of $2000 to support graduate students on any aspect of
penstemon biology.

More info is available on the APS website,
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/grants.


http://www.westwoodgreenway.org/
mailto:president@westwoodgreenway.org
mailto:dan@cooperecological.com
https://www.nativeplantgardentour.org
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HIKES
ELEPHANT HILL HIKE
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 9:30 AM

Elephant Hill is an undeveloped area of rolling,
undeveloped hills, located between northeast Los
Angeles and South Pasadena. Comprising over 130
acres, the region hosts multiple valleys, an ephemeral
stream, and various access points for hiking and other
recreation. Within the larger Elephant Hill area lies
Elephant Hill Open Space, a 20-acre preserve that is
managed by the Mountains Recreation &
Conservation Authority. As described by the MRCA
website, Elephant Hill “presents an amazing
opportunity for preservation” and “features pockets
of native Walnut woodlands and 360 degree views.”

Local resident Joey Farewell, who is conservation co-
chair for the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter, has been
leading a restoration project with a number of
stakeholders, including USC, TreePeople, Northeast
Trees, and other groups, along with a community of
local residents in El Sereno and greater Northeast LA.

This event is an introductory hike, not a work trip. Please wear hiking
shoes, as we will be exploring the Elephant Hill Open Space area and
hiking to the top of the ridgeline for commanding views of the Los
Angeles Basin, the San Gabriel Mountains, and environs.

Park on Lathrop Street, about 0.6 mile north of Huntington Drive

) o ) via Portola Ave., using this address for navigation: 5009 Lathrop St.
The main focus of this hike will be to present the Los Angeles CA 90032. Then, follow Lathrop Street uphill to a large
ongoing Pf‘?ieCt to fellow CNPS members and othe; gate, behind which is the restoration garden and the rest of Elephant
attendees, discuss how the project relates to protecting  pyjj) Open Space. If you have any questions, feel free to call Joey at

the remaining acreage of Elephant Hill, and outline (818) 370-1768 or email at jfarewell88(@gmail.com
next steps for the current restoration work.

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK CAMPING TRIP APRIL 2-7

Join trip-leader and desert expert Steve Hartman on a CNPS field trip to Joshua Tree National Park, April 2-7.

Two group campsites at Cottonwood Springs have been reserved. Campsite 1 will allow 7 vehicles. Campsite 2 will
allow 11 vehicles. Only tent camping is allowed (recreational vehicles and habitable trailers are prohibited); however,
you can sleep in your car or van. You will still have to pay for a park pass (or use your senior pass) to get into the
park. Check in is noon on Sunday, April 2. Check out Friday, April 7 at noon. You must reserve a spot to attend (see
below). You don’t have to attend for the whole duration.

Agenda:

Sunday, arrive, explore around campsite and Cottonwood Canyon.
Monday, caravan to explore JTNP

Tuesday, day hike from campsite to palm oasis.

Wednesday, caravan to other sites in JTNP

Thursday, hike to Pinto Dunes.

Friday, pack up, visit Mojave Desert Land Trust nursery on the way home.
Trip Leader: Steve Hartman, 818 469 2147, naturebase(@aol.com

Please send your "reservation" to Steve Hartman via email at naturebase@aol.com.
He will confirm your reservation and send you details as the trip date nears.


mailto:jfarewell88@gmail.com
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MORE HIKES

MALIBU CREEK STATE PARK

SATURDAY, APRIL 8§, 9:30 AM

Malibu Creek State Park is at the heart of the Santa
Monica Mountains, with perennial streams, oak and
sycamore woodlands and chaparral-covered slopes.
Our plant tour will be led by Doug Allan, retired
professor of Biology at Santa Monica College, assisted
by retired park ecologist Suzanne Goode who will
discuss vegetation management and the 2018 Woolsey
Fire aftermath. Enter the park from Las Virgenes
Road just south of Mulholland Highway, where the
entrance fee is $9 per vehicle for 3 hours or $12 for all
day. Park at the large lower parking lot about one-half
mile beyond the entrance gate, and gather south of the
restroom near the lot's southwest corner. For courtesy of Wikipedia
logistical questions, contact Bill Neill at

begneill@earthlink.net.

BRUSH CANYON AT GRIFFITH PARK
SUNDAY, MAY 7, 9:30 AM

At the southwest corner of Griffith Park, Brush
Canyon has mature growth of chaparral and riparian
trees unscarred by recent wildfires elsewhere in the
park, plus wildflowers that should bloom after a wet
winter. On this Sunday morning outing, botanical
features will be noted by professional ecologist Dan
Cooper who has surveyed plant, bird and carnivore life
at Griffith Park for 15 years. Additionally, the hike up
Brush Canyon will include a detour to Bronson Caves,
where geologist Bill Neill will describe the significance
of basalt outcrops.

From Franklin Avenue in Hollywood, drive north
about one mile on Canyon Drive to the Griffith Park
entrance, then another 1000 feet past a playground and
picnic area. Park along the curb or on the adjacent
linear dirt lot beyond the picnic tables, and gather at
the north end of the dirt lot. This hike and plant tour
is co-sponsored by Friends of Griffith Park, who will
have a table with handouts at our gathering place on
the dirt lot. For logistical questions, contact Bill Neill
at bgneill@earthlink.net
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JANUARY 28 FUNGAL EXPLORATION AT EATON CANYON
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Aaron Tupac with Los Angeles Mycological Society introduced large group of CNPS members
to mushrooms and other fungl growmg among oak and sycamore trees

5 Photos by Helena Bowman.
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CORNERSTONE PROPERTY -
AGOURA HILLS CONSERVED IN PERPETUITY!

A key area of the Santa Monica Mountains threatened by intensive urban development was purchased and added to
existing open space and trails systems in December. The Cornerstone property located in Agoura Hills was sold by
the developer to Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA). Purchase funds were allocated by
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) and Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB).

The sale culminated a six year legal clash between the local community, conservationists and the developer. The
8.2-acre parcel is replete with special and listed native plant species, alliances, cultural resources, and viewscapes.
The property adjoins conserved open space to the south and east.

In February 2017, the City of Agoura Hills approved a mixed use development intended to impact almost 90% of
the site. The proposed project deviated significantly from approved land use for the site in the Agoura Village
Specific Plan, which allowed for one restaurant. CNPS questioned the nearly full build-out, destruction of special
resources, and lack of science/planning of the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the development.

CNPS submitted an appeal with the city. When efforts failed, CNPS joined forces with Save the Agoura Cornell
Knoll (STACK) and law firm Advocates for the Environment to file a California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior Court. The Court found both the developer and city culpable for violating
CEQA due to inadequate environmental review in light of the proposed intensive development. The developer
appealed the decision to California State Court of Appeals. The lower court decision was upheld. California State
Supreme Court would not hear the case.

Many community members and other local organizations rallied in defense of Cornerstone during the approval,
trial, and outcomes processes. Support came in different forms, including donations to the legal fund, letters to the
editor and opinion pieces to local and regional publications. Protectors and Residents in the Santa Monica
Mountains (PRISMM) was particularly supportive to CNPS and STACK at the community level.

The Cornerstone property purchase was finalized December 30, 2022. The parcel and its special resources are now
amalgamated into adjacent
protected open space.
Cornerstone is located at a
nexus of two trails systems
and conserved lands. The
southerly system goes into
Triangle Ranch, Paramount
Ranch, and the Kanan
corridor. The east-west
system ties into Liberty
Canyon, Malibu Canyon,
Calabasas, and the western
Santa Monica Mountains.

Special thanks to STACK,
PRISMM, chapter and
community
members/organizations,
MRCA, SMMC, and WCB
for support to the last six
years. Cornerstone now
belongs to all the flora,
fauna, and people! 6
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter (LA/SMM)
Award: LA/SMM CNPS is offering two scholarships of $1500 each for 2023.

Focus: These scholarships are intended to support students who are currently studying conservation or plant
sciences focusing on the local flora of Southern California.

Eligibility Requirements: - undergraduate or graduate students who are currently engaged in the study of the local
flora of southern California. Applicants do not need to be located in Southern California. This scholarship strives to
expand access to conservation & floristics research. We encourage and enthusiastically welcome applications from
BIPOC students, women, and other individuals from groups historically marginalized from academia.

Awardee Responsibilities: Once awarded the Scholarship, awardees will be expected to fulfill one or both of the
following criteria:

1. Write a summary of progress made on their research to be published in the CNPS LA Online Newsletter —
The Toyon
2. Present a program on their research progress at a monthly Chapter meeting

Application Process: to apply for the scholarship please provide the following to lacnps@lacnps.org by April 30,
2023.

- Your name, phone number, email address, degree program & academic institution

- A short abstract describing your current research and how it relates to the native plant populations of
Southern California.

In the header of your application please include “Conference Scholarship” as well as your full name.

Evaluation Process: After the submission deadline (April 30, 2023), members of the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter will
review all applications received prior to our announcement date. If your application is chosen, a member of CNPS
will reach out directly to you to administer the scholarship. We expect to award the funds in Fall 2023.

Deadline: All applications must be submitted by April 30, 2023. Recipients will be announced in Fall 2023.

SIDEWALK REPAIR PROGRAM LAWSUIT FILED OVER
OBJECTIONS TO REMOVING 12,000 TREES

A lawsuit was filed against the city of L. A for the number of trees which are proposed to be removed in connection
with the Sidewalk Repair program. The lawsuit was filed by Angelenos for Trees together with United
Neighborhoods for LA because of the proposal to remove more than 12,000 trees "without considering alternative
repair methods that would preserve trees". Alternative methods such as meandering sidewalks, root pruning, and
even using more flexible materials for sidewalk fabrications are methods used by other cities such as Pasadena, Ojai,
Portland, Seattle, and New York City. The Los Angeles Superior Court sided with the tree advocates in January and
declared the Environmental Impact Report of the city's proposed repair program "fundamentally flawed". The
judge ruled that "the EIR failed to thoroughly examine the impacts to wildlife and the environmental consequences
for trading mature trees for young replacement trees". The city may now appeal the court's decision, create a new
EIR, or return to the drawing board with a new sidewalk repair plan. The complete article can be read in the
Pasadena Star News (2/11) or the San Fernando Valley Daily News (2/12).



G-
yovon LOs ANGELES - SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CHAPTER March - April 2023

THE LOS ANGELES ZOO AND THE GOTTLIEB NATIVE GARDEN ANNOUNCE
PODCAST EXPLORING URBAN ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION IN LOS ANGELES
Host Dr. Jake Owens, L.A. Zoo's Director of Conservation,

Introduces a Range of Diverse Voices from Experts in their Field to Proud Angelenos

The Los Angeles Zoo, Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association, and the Gottlieb Native Garden have launched a podcast called
BiodiverCity, which focuses on urban ecology and conservation in Los Angeles. Discussion highlights include:

L.Al's famous mountain lion P-22.

Efforts to save the endangered western monarch butterfly and southern mountain yellow-legged frog.
Building native plant habitats.

A rare bird's journey to L.A. smuggled in a sock.

L.A. Zoo's Director of Conservation Dr. Jake Owens interviews experts from the Zoo and beyond to discover how
Angelenos and wildlife are thriving together, and help listeners deepen the connections between plants and wildlife and their
daily lives. Bonus episodes include a discussion with a renowned foley artist on the recreation of nature sounds in movies, a
Watts hip hop performer and entreprencur's message of conservation to his community, and other unique and diverse voices.

“The Los Angeles Zoo is thrilled to partner with the Gottlieb Native Garden on this podcast to explore topics that engage
and educate listeners on the connection among nature, biodiversity, and humans through conversations with experts and area
residents,” states L.A. Zoo's Director of Conservation Dr. Jake Owens. “We hope that listeners gain a deeper appreciation for
the diverse species of native plants and wildlife in our backyards, parks, and surrounding mountains,” he goes on to say.

All six episodes, along with bonus episodes, of BiodiverCity are available now on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or wherever you get
your podcasts. Executive producers of BiodiverCity include L.A. Zoo CEO and Director Denise Verret, GLAZA President
Tom Jacobson, and Gottlieb Native Garden's Susan Gottlieb and Diane Shader Smith.

Register for the Botanist Certification Exam

Are you a consulting biologist, botanist, or resource agency staff member with extensive knowledge of California's
native flora? Distinguish yourself as a Certified Field or Consulting Botanist by taking the upcoming California
Botanist Certification Exam.

The next test is on Friday, March 10, in Ventura County.

Registration closes on Sunday, March 5.

Register now to reserve your seat!

Learn more about how to prepare and register by visiting - https://www.cnps.org/education/botanist-
certification?utm_ source=email&utm medium=february enews&utm campaign=bot cert&utm id=education

Chapter Officers Chapter Message Phone: CHAPTER RENEWALS &
President Secretary (818) 782-9346 NEW MEMBERSHIPS .
m Mary Herr Chapter Website: Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
(818) 769-0678 marcher98mh@gmail.com lasmmcnps.org Sca“”‘merggpcsf\ 95811)6' hins Tevels are.
bgneill@earthlink.net Webmaster: Louise Ratliff e 2120, S50 Ston e e
Treasurer loui . $25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500.

. . I ouise_ratliff@yahoo.com Matke checks payable to CNPS
;flcedpl' If)?Stidel'lt 1(\'/712;;’ i\ggrg::o Chapter email: or online at www.cnps.org
(:;%;V7§2-9()3420n memontes100@hotmail.com lacnps@lacnps.org CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu Contact Steve Hartman at

naturebase@aol.com
TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman D¢ sure to notify A
naturebase@aol.com State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
Sacramento, CA 95816.
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