
PLANT SALE 2022 THANKS
By Snowdy Dodson

I am pleased to report that our Chapter's November 2022 
online plant sale was a financial & outreach success.  This 
was due to the gratifying response from our native plant 
enthusiasts and our gracious host venue, the Tarzana 
Community Cultural Center, guided by Executive 
Director, Clare Bloom.   Our plant supplier, Matilija 
Nursery (Bob Sussman) inventoried and delivered a 
great variety of  high-quality CA native plants.  And we had 
a skilled and dedicated team of  volunteers to organize and 
deliver the plants to our customers. 

Our Chapter Plant Sale is run by hard-working volunteers 
who come from all over LA to help at this key outreach 
event.  Plant Sale organizers Mary Montes and I extend 
heart-felt thanks to the following volunteers: Anne 
Abramson, Gavin Arblaster, Karin Benson, Sam 
Butler, Julie Clark, Brendan Coates, Steve Hartman, 
Nicole Karvelas, Christian Kiillkkaa, Liz Lew, Annette 
Mercer & Alexis, Louise Ratliff, Ngoc Thu, George 
Waddell, Christine Walker, & Dorothy Walker.  Many 
of  these folks worked more than one day to get the sale 
inventoried and ready for pick up.  We also had excellent 
logistical support from Maya Argaman & Connor 
Griffith in the CNPS State Office.  We are grateful to all 
of  you who bought plants to not only support CNPS but 
to better the ecosystems in your own gardens.  We hope 
that you will consider volunteering at plant sales in the 
future as it is fun and gratifying.  Proceeds from our sale 
will go toward funding scholarships for local college 
students involved in botanical research.   
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Tuesday Evening
Monthly Programs

January 10, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be 
posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event 

and announced via email blast.

California native plant gardens and landscapes restore 
habitat in urban environments. On the regional scale, 
how can we further respond to the urgent need for 
efforts to build habitat and preserve biodiversity more 
effectively? One important way is to go local, and 
propagate ethically sourced plants from surrounding 
wild habitats for use in urban landscapes. Learn about 
the benefits of  locally sourced plants with an overview 
of  Theodore Payne Foundation’s Local Source Initiative 
and Long Live LA Conservation Seed Bank, as well as 
other regional efforts. This presentation will include 

Eaton Canyon Fungal Exploration
Saturday, January 28, 9:00am

Ballona Wetlands 
Ecological Reserve Tour
Saturday, Feb. 11, 10:00am

see page 3

continued on page 2

February 14, 2023 – 7:00 - 9:30pm
Virtual Program via Zoom

Native Plant Stewardship 
at the Ballona Wetlands

Presenter: Walter Lamb

Walter will provide a status update on the Ballona 
Wetlands Restoration Project and discuss ways to help 
the native plants that are already established in areas 
dominated by invasive weeds. Walter has served as 
president of  the Ballona Wetlands Land Trust since 
2012, and has been volunteering with the Land Trust 
since 2001.  The Land Trust was founded in 1994 to 
protect the greater Ballona Wetlands ecosystem and to 
provide education, outreach and advocacy. Restoration 
of  the Ballona Wetlands has been the topic of  intense 
discussion since the 1980's but has been elusive. The 
concept of  interim stewardship received considerable 
attention in the years after the land was acquired, but 
has run into resistance in recent years.

Presenter:  Genevieve Arnold, 
Seed Program Manager, Theodore Payne Foundation

Local Source: Life Linked to Land

Los Angeles / Santa Monica Mountains Chapter
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All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of  
L.A.’s Temescal Canyon Park
Last Saturday, Jan. 28 and Feb. 25      9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of  ~700 Temescal Canyon Road, 
Pacific Palisades,  90272 (between the PCH & Sunset, 
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit. 
Subject to cancellation – confirm ahead of  time with 
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com. 

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, Van Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays  Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, Jan. 28  7am - 10am 
Saturday, Feb. 25  7am - 10am 
Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get 
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at 
moiraw@earthlink.net.

February 7, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are 
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link. 

(bgneill@earthlink.net)

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Sycamore tree showing fall color in Caballero Canyon. 
Photo by Steve Hartman

TARZANA NATIVE PLANT FAIR
January 15, 2023 11am-4pm
Tarzana Community and Cultural Center

The Second Annual Tarzana Native Plant Fair will be 
held Sunday January 15, 2023 from 11am to 4pm.
It will be held at the Tarzana Community and Cultural 
Center at 19130 Ventura Blvd.
In attendance will be the LA/SMM Chapter of  CNPS 
along with Theodore Payne, Samo Fund, Tree People, 
SF Valley Climate Group and others. 

There will be food trucks and many special guest 
speakers throughout the day. West Valley Nursery will 
be there selling native plants. There will also be native 
gardening and natural history books for sale.
Activities will include planting workshops, watercolor 
workshops, giveaways and live music -- featuring 
headliner Sage Against the Machine

Vol. 43 No. 1

SAGING THE WORLD
Join us for this special screening of  Saging the World 
on Thursday, January 12, at Friendship Auditorium 
at Griffith Park. The film will be followed by a panel 
discussion with director Rose Ramirez (artist, 
photographer, filmmaker, writer, and California Indian 
Basketweaver of  Chumash and Yaqui descent) and Rico 
Ramirez (Botanist, Gabrielino-Shoshone Nation).

Saging the World was created by Rose Ramirez and 
Deborah Small in partnership with the California 
Native Plant Society to foster awareness and inspire 
action for white sage. 

7:00 - Doors open, snacks provided
7:30 - Film screening followed by panel discussion and 
Q&A
Screening will be followed by a tabling by our 
cosponsors.

This event is free and open to the public!
Please register by Jan. 10th to reserve your spot by 
visiting LASMMCNPS.ORG.

Cosponsored by Theodore Payne Foundation 
(@theodorepayne), Southern California Horticultural 
Society (@socalhort), Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mts. 
chapter of  CNPS (@cnps.losangeles), San Gabriel Mts. 
chapter of  CNPS (@cnps_sgm)

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs
Local Source Natives
continued from front page
profiles of  some locally occurring native plant species 
and how they can be incorporated into urban 
landscapes in the Los Angeles area.

Genevieve has been working with and studying 
California’s native flora and its seeds for many years. A 
passion for the preservation and conservation of  wild 
habitats as well sustainable gardening drive Genevieve’s 
work at the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild 
Flowers and Native Plants, where she serves as seed 
program manager.  In addition to its in-house 
conservation seed bank, TPF’s seed program is 
involved in regional and state-wide collaborative seed 
banking efforts.

mailto:dan@cooperecological.com
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BALLONA WETLANDS 
ECOLOGICAL RESERVE
TOUR

Saturday, Feb. 11, 10:00am

Parking across street from Whiskey Red's 
Restaurant (13813 Fiji Way, Marina Del Rey)

Bring water, sunscreen, close-toed shoes, 
and binoculars if  you have them (tour leader 
Walter Lamb will have a few extra pairs to 
share). We will observe native plants such as 
alkali heath, pickleweed, alkali weed, laurel 
sumac, mule fat, coyote brush, and 
California sagebrush, and also non-native 
species such as carnation spurge, crown 
daisy, iceplant and various species of  wild 
mustard.

HIKES
EATON CANYON FUNGAL
EXPLORATION

Saturday, January 28, 9:00am

Come along on a 3-hour fungal exploration led by 
naturalist Aaron Tupac, exploring fungal diversity and 
their vital relationships that sustain our local native plant 
communities.  Aaron is host of  the fungi-focused 
community education group Exploring the Mycoverse 
and serves on the board of  the Los Angeles Mycological 
Society.  Aaron is also founder and leader of  the SoCal 
Funga project — Southern California's first fungi-focused 
conservation initiative.

We will meet outside the Eaton Canyon Nature Center, on 
the east side of  Altadena.  From the I-210/Foothill 
Freeway, exit at Altadena Drive and go 1.5 mile north to 
the park entrance at 1750 N. Altadena Drive, about 600 
feet past the New York Drive intersection.  The paved 
main parking lot will be full by 8:30, so later arrivals can 
access the dirt overflow lot directly from New York Drive 
(600 feet east of  intersection) or from the south end of  the 
paved lot.  Rain cancels.   For logistical questions contact 
Bill Neill at .bgneill@earthlink.net

Link for Exploring the Mycoverse:  
https://www.arlingtongardenpasadena.org/2022/04/22/e
xploring-the-mycoverse-w-aaron-tupac-thompson/ 

Naturalist Aaron Tupac showing mushrooms he 
collected at a location where collecting is 
allowed. Collecting is not allowed at Eaton 
Canyon, a County Park.
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November 5 Field Trip to Tujunga Wash

Leader Richard Rachman introduced a large group of  CNPSers to the diverse habitat of  the Tujunga Wash and 
Hansen Dam.
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In natural areas protected from development, the vitality 
of  California's native flora can be impacted by the spread 
of  non-native plants introduced from other continents or 
other parts of  North America.  As a licensed herbicide 
applicator, Bill Neill has worked to control invasive 
plants for 40 years, initially as a volunteer organizer and 
professionally for 22 years.  Bill has been co-president or 
president of  the Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains 
CNPS Chapter since 2019, and some of  his volunteer 
work has been sponsored by our San Gabriel Mountains 
CNPS Chapter and by neighboring chapters.  We asked 
Bill to answer some of  the questions that CNPS 
members often ask about invasive plants and control 
methods. 

Q:  We hear that non-native plants are important to 
remove, but why?  What damage do they cause? 

A:  Plants derived from elsewhere are sometimes rare in 
their home ranges, where populations are limited by 
insects and diseases, but they flourish here in California 
where those controls are absent.  Non-native plants 
compete with native plants for water, sunlight and space, 
and some also have chemicals in their roots that are toxic 
to adjacent native plants.  Without control measures, 
invasive foreign plants eventually will displace native 
plants, yet do not support wildlife – one example is that 
young birds confined to nests are fed caterpillars that 
feed only on native plants, not introduced foreign plants. 

Q:  Spanish Broom is one of  my favorite flowering 
bushes when I'm out hiking.  Why do you want to 
remove it? 

A:  Many non-native shrubs and trees have some 
attractive or beneficial feature that was responsible for 
their introduction to California:  Spanish broom has 
attractive bright yellow flowers; fig trees from the 
Mediterranean area produce edible fruit; tamarisk or 
saltcedar from Eurasian deserts provides shade while 
tolerating drought and salinity.  Non-native plants that 
are moderately invasive may have a purpose when 
confined to a garden, but should not be welcome in 
natural areas.  Non-native plants that are highly invasive 
should be discouraged in all settings.  Invasive plants 
used in landscaping such as Pampas grass can be replaced 
by native or less invasive substitutes, as recommended by 
the Don't Plant a Pest brochure and website. 

Q & A about Controlling Invasive Plants
By Helena Bowman and Bill Neill

 Q:  Why are invasive plants so difficult to control?  
It seems to be a no-ending job.

 A:  Invasive plant control certainly is a challenge, but 
we've seen successes in southern California.  Removal 
of  Arundo (Arundo donax, Giant Reed) from riparian 
corridors has been the largest project in southern 
California in terms of  funding and possibly net area, 
and has been successful.  Where tapping shallow 
ground water, Arundo stalks grow 30 feet tall and are 
highly flammable, so Arundo invasions convert 
riparian woodlands from fire barriers to fire conduits.  
Fortunately, in southern California Arundo does not 
produce viable seed, so Arundo spreads only 
vegetatively, either by intention planting (as a screen at 
hot springs) or by floods that carry rhizome and root 
masses downsteam; so after live plants and their roots 
are killed, Arundo is eliminated permanently.  Most 
other invasive plants spread by seed, so follow-up 
treatment is required to deplete the seed bank, and 
with persistent maintenance that can be achieved. 

 Q:  We don't use poisons in our yard.  Why do 
you need to use herbicides?  Isn't it enough to cut 
down the trees/pull them out?

 A:  Even in private yards, herbicide is necessary to 
control Ailanthus (Ailanthus altissima) or Chinese tree 
of  heaven.  Over the past decade, I have treated 
Ailanthus trees in over 100 residential yards in 
communities including Mt. Washington, Highland 
Park, Montecito Heights, Pasadena, Calabasas and 
Lake Hughes.  Removing Ailanthus is not a do-it-
yourself  project because simply cutting and felling the 
tree causes sucker sprouting from lateral roots.  For 
controlling other non-native shrubs and trees, two 
alternatives to herbicide are to dig out the roots or 
repeatedly cut the resprouting foliage until stored 
hydrocarbons in the roots are depleted; but while 
these options may be feasible on a small scale, they are 
not practical in large natural areas. 

continued on page 7

 

Originally published by The Paintbrush, newsletter of  the San Gabriel Mountains CNPS Chapter.
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By Mary Montes
LA/SMM Chapter helped sponsor several students for 
the October 2022 CNPS Conference: Connecting 
Plants, Places and People.

Shane Jordan

I presented results from my M.S. thesis that 
investigated the distribution of  relict chaparral 
populations in the Mojave Desert. The findings showed 
environmental factors influencing the distribution of  8 
focal plant species, floristic comparisons of  6 mountain 
ranges across the Mojave landscape where these species 
occur, and projected changes in their habitat suitability 
with future climate change. These results 
demonstrate how the distribution of  relict plant 
populations can vary in an arid environment and 
illustrate challenges chaparral taxa face with prolonged 
environmental stress.

Sharing my research with other botanists from the 
CNPS community was an excellent experience and 
there were a few surprise visits with some of  my 
colleagues. The breadth of  different topics showcased 
the diversity of  interests plant-minded folks have. It 
was awesome to see such a broad range of  ongoing 
research discussed in a single meeting.

Thank you very much for supporting my attendance at 
the conference.

CNPS Conference 
Sponsored Students
Reports

Keir Morse

My poster 
summarized some of  
the primary findings 
of  my dissertation 
work on trying to 
resolve taxonomic 
questions in the genus 
Malacothamnus (the 
bushmallows). I used 
multiple lines of  
evidence including 

both phylogenetic and morphological analyses. The 
primary product of  this research will be a new 
treatment of  the genus, hopefully coming in the next 
year, that will recognize 30 taxa in 22 species.

The main highlight of  the conference for me was 
connecting with all of  the people. Many of  these 
connections were with people I've done botany work 
with in the past and some were new connections that 
will hopefully lead to future botany work together. It 
was also great to present a poster. I hadn't done that 
before, so it was good experience for me.

Mary Van Dyke

Thank you LA/SMM chapter for sending me to the 
CNPS conference in San Jose. From an iconic 
performance by Sage Against the Machine to in 
depth research presentations deciphering taxonomic 
relationships, I had fun and learned a lot. Some 
highlights for me included sessions on serpentine 
soils, California grasslands, the benefits of  fire, 
restoration, and seeing everyone's best plant themed 
t-shirts. I presented a poster on research I have been 
conducting on serpentine grasslands and their 
response to changes in rainfall. We've found that 
high variability in rainfall may be key to maintaining 
diverse communities and that changes in neighboring 
species competitive interactions in response to 
differences in rainfall may threaten coexistence in 
these communities. It was amazing to hear about the 
range of  work being done on California native plants 
and to be around people who are so passionate 
about protecting and studying them. The awesome 
community that assembles from academics, land 
managers, environmental consultants, plant 
enthusiasts etc. was inspiring and made me more 
excited about possibilities to pursue after finishing 
my dissertation.
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Chapter Message Phone: 
(818) 782-9346

Chapter Website: 
lasmmcnps.org

Webmaster: Louise Ratliff
louise_ratliff@yahoo.com

Chapter email: 
lacnps@lacnps.org

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman
naturebase@aol.com

President
Bill Neill
(818) 769-0678
bgneill@earthlink.net

Vice President
Snowdy Dodson
(818) 782-9346
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu

Secretary
Mary Herr
marcher98mh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mary Montes
(747) 282-6540
mcmontes100@hotmail.com

Chapter Officers CHAPTER RENEWALS & 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 
Current CNPS memberships levels are: 
$25, $50, $120, $500, $1000, $2500. 
Make checks payable to CNPS 
or online at www.cnps.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Contact Steve Hartman at 
naturebase@aol.com 
Be sure to notify 
State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816.

January - February 2023

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CNPS GIFT MEMBERSHIPS

CNPS gift memberships are an excellent way to introduce 
others to the amazing diversity of  our state's natural flora.
Gift memberships are one-year in length and include all of  
the same great benefits:
  - Flora magazine and Artemisia journal
  - Local chapter affiliation, news, and updates
  - Early access to some events
  - Discounts at participating native plant nurseries
Plus, your gift will support conservation of  native plants 
and habitats in our region and across California. Ignite native 
plant passion in someone special this season! Purchase your 
gift online at  
https://store.cnps.org/collections/membershipor call us at 
(916) 738-7604.  (Please allow 3-4 weeks for processing.)

continued from page 5 

Q:  What can CNPS members do to stop the spread 
of  non-native plants into the local wilderness?

 A:  CNPS members can provide a valuable service by 
spotting new introductions of  non-native plants and 
then by notifying the property owner (Forest Service or 
County Parks Dept) and the office of  the Los Angeles 
County Agricultural Commissioner.  The Ag 
Commissioner's staff  heads the Los Angeles County 
Weed Management Area, which has a website with 
invasive weed information (www.lacountywma.org or 
acwm.lacounty.gov/invasive-weeds-in-los-angeles-
county)

Q:  How do I know if  what I see is a problem plant 
that should be removed?

A:  Presuming that an unknown non-native plant can be 
correctly identified – which might require consulting 
professional botanists – CNPS members can consult the 
Calflora website to see if  it is widespread or rare or 
otherwise absent in California, and can view websites 
from around the world to see if  the plant is invasive in 
other areas.

 Q:  Who do we contact if  we suspect an infestation 
of  non-natives?

 A:  Contact the staff  botanists with the property owner 
(Forest Service or County or city parks dept.) and the 
office of  the L.A. County Ag Commissioner.

mailto:louise_ratliff@yahoo.com
mailto:lacnps@lacnps.org
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:snowdy.dodson@csun.edu
mailto:marcher98mh@gmail.com
mailto:naturebase@aol.com
https://store.cnps.org/collections/membership
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