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JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK

CAMPING TRIP REPORT

By Steve Hartman

When I booked the group campgrounds at Cottonwood
Springs last October, I had no idea that the spring bloom
would be the best one I have ever seen in the five decades
that I’ve been visiting that area. Lucky were the 26
participants that got to witness a once-in-a-lifetime floristic
spectacle. South of Cottonwood Springs the washes,
including Cottonwood Wash itself, were covered in a
glorious arrangement of blue and gold — millions of
bluebells and poppies — not to mention an understory of
purple chia and various phacelias.

After setting up camp we ventured into Cottonwood Wash
south of the campground and, of course, found Saharan
mustard which led to much pulling and bagging. The next
day we drove to a wash I call “Native Canyon” because
there are so few weeds; we only found a few filaree and
split grass that we bagged. The next day we drove through
the very busy park stopping to see the “dead cactus”
(Grusonia parishii) and then near Barker Dam to have lunch
and find the fabled rare mint Monardella robisoniz. The
following day we hiked the Mastodon Peak trail that was
also covered in three different kinds of poppies. On
Thursday morning we drove to a parking location where
we could see the quartz outcrop that was our hiking
destination.

continned on page 4
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TUESDAY EVENING
MONTHLY PROGRAMS
MAY 9, 2023 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom
BLOCK STEWARDS FOR NATIVE MEDIANS

Presenters: Julie Coffey & Jessica Rath

The Block Stewards for Native Medians project aims to
increase biodiversity and relationships with the land
through native forb, or wildflower, seeding in urban
medians, otherwise known as public “parkways.” We
address this through East Hollywood field research
experiments controlling for environmental conditions,
weeding, watering and seed palette and observing
germination and dispersal patterns along with
community building with new stewards. This lecture will
cover our initial research design, results, and our plans to
expand the program to create habitat connectivity in Los
Angeles using wildflowers.

continned on page 2

JUNE 13, 2023 — 7:00 - 9:30PM

Virtual Program via Zoom

LOCAL SOURCE: LIFE LINKED TO LAND

Presenter: Genevieve Arnold,
Seed Program Manager, Theodotre Payne Foundation

California native plant gardens and landscapes restore
habitat in urban environments. On the regional scale,
how can we further respond to the urgent need for
efforts to build habitat and preserve biodiversity more
effectively? One important way is to go local, and
propagate ethically sourced plants from surrounding
wild habitats for use in urban landscapes. Learn about
the benefits of locally sourced plants with an overview
of Theodore Payne Foundation’s Local Source Initiative
and Long Live LA Conservation Seed Bank, as well as
other regional efforts. This presentation will include
continned on page 2

Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be

posted on our website twenty hours ahead of the event
and announced via email blast.
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RESTORATION

The Native Plant Garden in the City of

L.A’s Temescal Canyon Park

Last Saturday, May 27 and June 24  9am-4pm
Just a few steps east of ~700 Temescal Canyon Road,
Pacific Palisades, 90272 (between the PCH & Sunset,
below Bowdoin Street). Community Service Credit.
Subject to cancellation — confirm ahead of time with
Michael G. Terry at michaelgterry@hotmail.com.

Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve, [an Nuys
Tuesdays and Thursdays Dawn - 9:30am
Saturday, May 27 7am - 10am

Saturday, June 24 7am - 10am

Help remove non-native plants. To sign up and get
meeting place details, contact George Waddell at
moiraw(@earthlink.net.

All Hikes and Restoration Activities - Rain Cancels

Born Susan Anne Gast on
Christmas morning 1939,
Susan moved west with
her family in 1944 and
never looked back. Asa
Los Angeles resident she
grew up in various
locations including
Hollywood. Susan
graduated from
Hollywood High School,
Susan Klenner where she studied and
1939-2023 became fluent in Spanish
and edited the Yearbook in 1957, her year of
graduation. Following high school, she attended the
University of California Los Angeles where she
majored in English, was a staff reporter for the
Daily Bruin, and met Edward Klenner who would
later become her husband. Susan and Ed were
married in 1960 and became parents of two boys.
She discovered California native plants in the early
2000s, and with tutoring from The Theodore Payne
Foundation, Susan and Ed designed and installed
their own native garden. Susan later became the
civilian chairperson and prime mover of the
installation of the drought tolerant garden of
California Native Plants at her local police station.
More recently Susan became Secretary of the Los
Angeles /Santa Monica Mountains chapter of the
California Native Plant Society and served in that
capacity until late 2022 when she resigned her
position due to illness. Susan passed away in March
2023.

Tuesday Evening Monthly Programs

Block Stewards for Native Medians

continned from front page

Julie is a Field Research and LLand Management
Specialist. She helps manage 4 natural reserves and is a
lecturer at UC Irvine's Masters in Conservation and
Restoration Science program. She has five years in
management & restoration of freshwater marsh,
coastal sage scrub, grassland, and desert riparian
systems and ten years working in geospatial analysis.
Other projects include urban grassroots native
greening, ecological health assessments and avian

conservation. jcoffey35@gmail.com

Jessica is a terrestrial restoration ecologist specializing
in post-fire resiliency in coastal sage scrub. She works
in restoration planning for CA State Parks and has a
25-year career as an environmental artist and educator.
Her interests include building indigenous partnerships
to steward public lands, grassroots greening, and
protecting white sage campaigns. She runs Farm
Unfixed, a restoration science research and internship
program in the southern Missouri Ozarks.
jessicarath(@mac.com

Local Source Natives

continned from front page

profiles of some locally occurring native plant species
and how they can be incorporated into urban
landscapes in the Los Angeles area.

Genevieve has been working with and studying
California’s native flora and its seeds for many years. A
passion for the preservation and conservation of wild
habitats as well sustainable gardening drive Genevieve’s
work at the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild
Flowers and Native Plants, where she serves as seed
program manager. In addition to its in-house
conservation seed bank, TPEF’s seed program is
involved in regional and state-wide collaborative seed
banking efforts.

CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

June 6, 7pm (Tuesday)
By Zoom conference. All chapter members are
welcome. Contact Bill Neill for link.

(bgneill@earthlink.net)
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HIKES

ELEPHANT HILL
Saturday, May 20, 9:30am

This outing was postponed from March 11 due to rain. Elephant Hill is an undeveloped area of rolling, undeveloped hills,
located between northeast Los Angeles and South Pasadena. Comprising over 130 acres, the region hosts multiple valleys, an
ephemeral stream, and various access points for hiking and other recreation. Within the larger Elephant Hill area lies Elephant
Hill Open Space, a 20-acre preserve that is managed by the Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority. As described by
the MRCA website, Elephant Hill “presents an amazing opportunity for preservation” and “features pockets of native Walnut
woodlands and 360 degree views.”

Local resident Joey Farewell, who is conservation co-chair for the LA/SMM CNPS Chapter, has been leading a restoration
project with a number of stakeholders.

The main focus of this hike will be to present the ongoing project to fellow CNPS members and other attendees, discuss how
the project relates to protecting the remaining acreage of Elephant Hill, and outline next steps for the current restoration work.

Please wear hiking shoes, as we will be exploring the Elephant Hill Open Space area and hiking to the top of the ridgeline for
commanding views of the Los Angeles Basin, the San Gabriel Mountains, and environs.

Please park on Lathrop Street, about 0.6 mile north of Huntington Drive via Portola Ave., using this address for navigation:
5009 Lathrop St. Los Angeles CA 90032. Then, follow Lathrop Street uphill to a large gate, behind which is the restoration
garden and the rest of Elephant Hill Open Space. If you have any questions, feel free to call Joey at (818) 370-1768 or email at
jfarewell88@gmail.com

FOREST & MEADOWS OF FRAZIER
MOUNTAIN

Sunday, June 4, 10am —2pm

In the San Emigdio Mountains west of Tejon Pass,

Pam De Vries will lead a plant tour on Frazier Mountain,
at elevations above 6,000 feet. Pam has studied and
consulted on botany of southern California since the mid-
1990's and is currently studying this area's flora for
California Botanic Garden; a year ago she presented a
slideshow on the San Emigdio Mountains at our chapter's
online membership meeting.

Our tour group will meet on Sunday morning at the
Frazier Mountain Trailhead, a large parking lot about 4
miles west of the Frazier Park community. From San
Fernando Valley, take I-5 notth past Gorman and exit at Above, a field of Delphinium in the forest understory on
Frazier Mtn Park Road. Just west of the freeway, the Frazier Mountain. Below, meadow near Chuchupate
Flying ] Travel Center has rest stop facilities. Continue campground. Photos by Pam De Vries.

west another 6 miles on Frazier Mountain Park Road, then
turn southwest on Lockwood Valley Road. After another
mile, turn left again on Forest Route 8N04, marked by a
sign to Chuchupate Ranger Station and Frazier Mtn
Lookout. The trailhead parking lot is past the ranger
station, about one mile from the road junction. Our tour
will travel by vehicle caravan between several stops along
the road to a Forest Service campground. Bring picnic
lunch for a lunch stop at the campground. Forest Service
Adventure Pass is not needed. For questions about
logistics, contact Bill Neill at bgneill@earthlink.net.
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There we found the recently described cactus
Cylindropuntia chuckwallensis and the succulent
Dudleya saxosa. We then went back to camp, got
lunch, and drove to what turned out to be
Cottonwood Wash. This wash was similar to the
wash in Native Canyon, but it was wider with
some secondary branches. As the canyon got
narrower, we noticed a road built against the side
of the hill supported by boulders; this turns out
to be the original road into Cottonwood Springs
(which in the mining hey-day actually produced
significant potable water) as the wash ends
abruptly at a rock wall. We saw many species of
wildflowers and shrubs as well as much wildlife
including butterflies and birds and lizards.

I had planned one more event: on the way out we
stopped in the town of Joshua Tree at the
headquarters and nursery of the Mojave Desert
Land Trust (MDLT). We were taken on an
excellent tour of the facility, including their seed
room, nursery grounds, and greenhouses. MDLT
does contract growing and has plant sales when
they have sufficient inventory.

Not everyone was able to attend for the entire six
days. Thanks to everyone who attended: George
Waddell, Jose Tovar, Emily & Tom Rader, Kathy
Sturdevant, Aaron & Eleazar Lin, Laurie Durand
& David Strauch, Kate Symonds, Lola Salgado,
Seema Sumdaresh, Tom White, Estelle Delgado,
Carol Wiley, Stephen Ingram, Katherine Schulz,
Cliff & Gabi McLean, Aiden Jauregui, William
Holstrom, Judy Fenerty, Mike & Carol Caley, and
Carol Blaney.

Photographs by Steve Hartman
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APRIL 8 PLANT TOUR AT MALIBU CREEK STATE PARK
LED BY DOUG ALLAN AND SUZANNE GOODE

photos by Bill Neill
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANTA CLARA (UTOM) RIVER WATERSHED FLORA

A 4-year study of the Santa Clara (Utom) River watershed was just completed by the California Native Plant Society,
led by David Magney as CNPS's California Floristics Specialist. The study, funded by a grant from the Utom River
Conservation Fund that is co-managed by CNPS, Center for Biological Diversity, Wishtoyo Foundation, and the Santa
Ynez Band of the Chumash. The watershed includes much of Ventura County and the northwestern portion of Los
Angeles County. This study has also increased the knowledge of the flora of Ventura County. Utom is the Chumash
name for the Santa Clara River. The Utom River watershed is 2,023,358 acres, larger than that of Ventura County. The
watershed is habitat to 2,356 vascular plant taxa. That is a few hundred species less than known for Ventura County;
however, the Utom River watershed does not include any islands, which adds a significant number of taxa to the
Ventura County flora.

The resulting report on the botanical resources of the Utom River watershed is downloadable and provides a
summary of the vascular plant flora of the watershed and of each of the 54 bioregions that comprises the watershed.
Many of those bioregions are the same as those created as part of the research on the flora of Ventura County,
extending the bioregion approach eastward into adjacent Los Angeles County. The report includes a checklist of all
the vascular plants occurring in the watershed and are supported by one or more voucher specimens. Also included in
the botanical resources report is a summary and maps of each of the 54 bioregions, listed alphabetically, as well as a
matrix table checklist of how many times each vascular plant was documented within each bioregion.

Visit the Ventura County Flora website to download a copy of the Utom River watershed botany report.
https://venturaflora.com/files/vcflora.htm

BUTTERFLY DAY AT THE MERMAID
May 7, 2023, 10am to 6pm

20421 Callon Drive

Topanga 90290

This event at the historic Mountain Mermaid in Topanga is a collaboration between local leaders and organizations
involved in education and conservation of native butterflies, plants, and other animals. The goals include raising
awareness about the importance of pollinators to our environment and practical steps we can take to support these
vital animals. The Mountain Mermaid is a complex of several buildings, gardens, pool, and glam-ping sites. There will
be a live butterfly house, a live beehive, native plants for sale, face painting and activities for children, as well as a full
day of musical performances by local singers and musicians.

Chapter Officers Chapter Message Phone: CHAPTER RENEWALS &
President Secretary (818) 782-9346 NEW MEMBERSHIPS .
m Mary Herr Chapter Website: Send check CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,
(818) 769-0678 marcher98mh@gmail.com lasmmcnps.org S O e are
bgneill@earthlink.net Webmaster: Louise Ratliff urrent CNPS memberships levels are:
Treasurer . - $25, $50, $120, $500, $1OOQ, $2500.

. . S — louise_ratliff@yahoo.com Matke checks payable to CINPS
;flcedpl' If)?Stidel'lt 1(\'/712;;’ ;gg%;e“so Chapter email: or online at www.cnps.org
(:;%;V7§2-9l)3420n memontes100@hotmail.com lacnps@lacnps.org CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
snowdy.dodson@csun.edu Be sure to notify

State CNPS Office, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,

TOYON Edited by Steven L. Hartman ~ Sacramento, CA 95816.
naturebase@aol.com
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