
The California Native Plant Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of California native plants and 
their natural habitats, and to increasing the understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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President’s Message
Report on Bryophyte Field Trip – January 20, 2018
by Richard Spjut

J AMES SHEVOCK GAVE AN EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINING 
  presentation on bryophtyes at our annual potluck (Jan 18). The follow-
ing Saturday he led a field trip along the Old Kern Canyon Road.  Tem-
peratures were in the chilly 40’s and the bryophytes were luxuriant due to 
recent rain. We began our trip at Mill Creek along the Old Kern Canyon 
Road and made four additional stops, as I recall, heading to Lake Isabella. 
We looked at approximately 30 species; 25 I noted are listed here more or 
less in the order seen: Grimmia laevigata, Gemmabryum vinosum, Syntrichia 
princeps, Homalothecium pinnatifidum, Anacolia, Hedwigia detonsa, Grimmia 
trichophylla, Asterella californica, Grimmia pulvinata, Targionia hypophylla, 
Drepanocladus aduncus, Rosulabryum capillare, Bryum argenteum, Lewinskya 
(Orthotrichum) laevigata, Scleropodium julaceum, Crumia latifolia, Plagiobryoi-
des, Lewinskya rupestris, Lewinskya bolanderi, Grimmia 2pp, Eucladium verticil-
latum, Scleropodium obtusifolium, and Fissiden bryoides. 

An annotated 
checklist of the 
bryophytes of 
Kern County 
has been up-
dated from 96 to 
approximately 
187 species. 
The list was 

Right: Crumia 
latifolia, moss 
collected in deep 
shade by large 
granite boulders, 
in splash zone 
when it rains 
along narrow, 
steep, open, 
north-facing rocky 
ravine. 
Right: Jim She-
vock’s field packet 
and notes for the 
collection. 
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extracted largely from Consortium of North Ameri-
can Bryophyte Herbaria and supplemented by the 
California Moss eFlora. The Moss Flora of North 
America (north of Mexico) and the online moss eflora 
were also consulted. The original list was compiled 
from 289 records for Kern County. Since then many 
more records were added, totaling around 1,500. The 
main collectors are James Shevock, Eve Laeger and 
the late Daniel Norris. Their collection usually notes 
the  geographical region and general vegetation as the 
microhabitat. ✿

Above left: Riccia sp., hepatic liverwort and lichen Acarospora 
socialis (above right). Riccia of local occurrence on soil of steep 
north-facing slopes, off Remington Ridge Trail, field trip Mar. 
2017 led by Paul S. Wilson, Acarospora on sides of large boul-
ders near Mill Creek.

Participants gather along old Kern Canyon Road. 

all photos by Richard Spjut

Above: Asterella californica, liverwort, on vertical face of large 
rock near base, Mill Creek.

Above left: Syntrichia princeps, acrocarpous moss with sporo-
phytes, dry and wet (above right). Common on sides and upper 
surface of boulders.

Pleurocarpous moss, Homalothecium fulgescens, 
voucher specimen and herbarium label for sample 
collected July 19, 1980 in Humboldt County for the 
USDA/NCI anticancer screening program.

Thank You to:
...  Dr. Jim Shevock, for teaching us what a rich and unexplored territory exists in the study of bryophytes, and for taking the time to lead us on a field trip to find them.

... Greg Suba for reviewing the remark-able plant diversity of our state, and the need for conservation measures, and for raising concern about the possibility of losing 8 years of valuable work done on the Desert Renewable Energy Conserva-tion Plan (DRECP).
... for all the cooks and pie- and cookie- bakers who made our potluck another memorably tasty annual event ✿


