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EVENTS

MARCH

7 — Field Trip: Tejon Ranch— 
Valley Fringe Portion

14 — Field Trip: Carrizo Plain N M
19 — Meeting, 7 pm

24 — Field Trip: Short Canyon
28 — Field Trip: Mill Creek

APRIL

11-19  — Calif. Native Plant Week
16 — Meeting, 7 pm

18 — Wildflower Show at 
Bakersfield College Garden Fest

25 — Field Trip: Bitter Creek  
National Wildlife Refuge

MAY

9 — Field Trip: BIOBLITZ
9 — Hike: Windmill-Wildflower 

Hike  — Tehachapi 
30 — Field Trip: Old State Road

15 — Meeting, 7 pm

Windmill-Wildflower Hike to Mark Thirtieth Year 
by Nancy Nies

I N THE SPRING OF 1986, Paul Gipe—WHO HAD MOVED TO 
 Tehachapi two years before, to work in the booming wind energy 
industry — had 
an idea. In order 
to give people 
the opportunity 
to learn about 
wind energy and 
at the same time 
enjoy spring 
wildflowers, 
he organized a 
hike on a nearby 
six-mile segment 
of the Pacific 
Crest Trail. At 
the time, he did 
not foresee the 
thirtieth annual 
Windmill-Wild-
flower Hike that would take place in 2015!

The hike, sponsored by the local chapter of the Sierra Club, has been led 
for most of the past three decades by Kern-Kaweah chapter outings leader 

Tony Swan, with Paul present to field ques-
tions on wind energy, a subject on which 
he has written several books. The hike has 
become “one of the longest-running such 
events anywhere in the world,” says Paul. 
Over the years, nearly a thousand people 
— from children to octogenarians — have 
taken the hike over Cameron Ridge, with 
its scenic vistas of mountains and desert, 
thousands of wind turbines and, some-
times, spectacular displays of wildflowers.

Every year is botanically different, of 
course, depending on rainfall. As Paul says, 

“We can guarantee windmills, but not wildflowers.” Many years, how-
ever, hikers have been treated to the sight of whole hillsides splashed with 

Grape-soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), layia (Layia sp.), and 
popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys sp.) 
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Desert mariposa lily (Calo-
chortus kennedyi) along the 
trail, May 2013
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PCT trailhead sign northeast of the junction of Cam-
eron Canyon Road and Tehachapi-Willow Springs 
Road. The sign is on the south side of Cameron Can-
yon Road, 100-200 feet northeast of the junction, on a 
large pull-out where cars may be parked. A carpool is 
scheduled to leave Bakersfield at 7:30 a.m. For more 
information on the hike or on carpooling from Bakers-
field, please call Tony Swan at (661) 363-5106 or Paul 
Gipe at (661) 325-9590. For Paul’s description of the 
hike on his website, followed by a photo gallery of 
past years’ hikes, see: http://www.wind-works.org/cms/
index.php?id=603 .

Whether you’re new to the hike or are a returning 
hiker, you are welcome to participate in this year’s 
thirtieth annual Windmill-Wildflower Hike. Fresh 
mountain air, good exercise, dramatic views and 
thousands of wind turbines await you. And last, but 
certainly not least for CNPS members, there is hope 
that this winter’s rains will bring a good showing of 
wildflowers. If you’re curious enough to want to see 
for yourself what flower sightings are in store for this 
year’s hikers, mark your calendar now! ✿

the bright orange of California poppies (Eschscholzia 
californica) and the deep purple of grape-soda lupine 
(Lupinus excubitus). Lavender gilia (Gilia sp.) can be 
abundant alongside the trail, as can yellow sun cups 
(Camissonia sp.) and goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), white 
popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys sp.) and layia (Layia 
sp.). Paul, who currently coordinates the CNPS’s Kern 

chapter, has compiled a tentative list of more than 
fifty native plants seen in bloom on the hike, at one 
time or another. Some years produce rare treats, like 
the dozen red-orange blooms of desert mariposa lily 
(Calochortus kennedyi) spotted along the trail in 2013. 

Like the flowers, the weather can be unpredictable. 
Some years the May weather in the Tehachapi Pass is 
perfect for hiking, but Paul cautions that “the tempera-
ture can vary from near-freezing to sweltering.” It can 
sometimes also be very windy, which should come as 
no surprise, since so many wind turbines have been 
sited in the area. Potential hikers are encouraged to be 
prepared for any weather eventuality.

You are invited to participate in the thirtieth an-
nual Windmill-Wildflower Hike. First, however, it 
is important to be sure that you’re up to hiking six 
miles at an elevation of 5,000 feet, on a trail with 
steep uphill and downhill portions. If the answer 
is yes, Paul recommends wearing long pants and 
hiking boots, and bringing a hat, jacket, sunscreen, 
lunch, and at least a quart of water per person. A 
car shuttle is always arranged, to transport hikers 
from the hike’s end point back to their cars at the 
starting point. The hike usually takes about five 
hours, including rest stops and a lunch break. 

This year’s hike, set for May 9, will leave 
promptly at 9 a.m. from a new meeting place, the 

Windmill-Wildflower Hike (Continued)

Thank you to: 
Thank you to Sasha Honig for coordinating the refreshments for the meetings.

Thank you to Nancy Nies for her excellent ar-ticles on local women botanists from the past.Thank you to Monica Tudor for enlighten-ing us with her articles and her experience in the Native Plant Gardening Discussion Group.

Thank you to Richard Spjut for his enjoyable talk on “Wildflowers of Western Australia” at our January meeting.
Thank you to David Chipping for his inspir-ing talk on the flowers of the Carrizo Plain and areas on the central coast at our meet-ing in February. ✿

Hikers enjoying wildflowers, 1990s


