
The California Native Plant Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of California native plants and 
their natural habitats, and to increasing the understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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Super Bloom 2019:  A Photo Journal 
Part Two
 
by Nancy Nies

APRIL 10 – Lasthe-
nia sp. (goldfields) 
and Castilleja exserta 
(owl’s clover): This 
colorful combina-
tion book-ended the 
wondrous day-long 
spectacle witnessed 
by Kern CNPS 
members on the 
chapter field trip, led 
by botanist Denis 
Kearns, to Carrizo 
Plain National 
Monument. We also 
saw vast expanses 
of Layia platyglossa 
(tidy tips), Leptosyne 
bigelovii (Bigelow 
coreopsis) (tickseed), 
Phacelia ciliata (Valley 
phacelia), Caulanthus 
anceps (Guillenia lem-
monii) (Lemmon’s 
mustard), and Lep-
idium jaredii (Jared’s 
peppergrass) as well 
as some Delphinium sp. (larkspur) and 
Malacothrix coulteri (snake’s head) and 
wonderful displays of Eremalche parryi 
ssp. kernensis (Kern mallow) and the 
rare Caulanthus californicus (California 
jewelflower). We were fortunate to ex-
perience the Carrizo as Denis said he 
had never seen it before, during what 
he called “a super-duper bloom.”

APRIL 16 to MAY 1 – Trillium recur-
vatum (prairie trillium) and Mer-
tensia virginica (Virginia bluebells): 

April 10 – Above: Kern CNPS group among Lasthenia sp., 
Castilleja exserta, and Layia platyglossa in the northern 
Carizzo.  
Right: Lasthenia 
(goldfields) and 
Castilleja exser-
ta (owl’s clover 
in the southern 
Carizzo
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lu-
pine) had 
replaced the 
profusion of baby-
blue-eyes we had seen 
just a month earlier. Also 
in flower this time were 
Layia sp. and yellow viola 
purpurea ssp. mohavensis (Mo-
jave violet). Since our last visit, Lasthenia sp. (gold-
fields) had bloomed and were now fading, but Phac-
elia egena (rock phacelia) was just starting to bloom. 

May 18 – Asclepias californica (California milkweed) 
and Calochortus kennedyi (desert mariposa lily) were 
among the three dozen species we saw in bloom 
on our 33rd annual windmill-wildflower hike near 
Tehachapi. The hike, which Paul started in 1986 under 
the auspices of the Sierra Club, takes hikers over 
5,000-foot Cameron Ridge on a six-mile segment of 
the Pacific Crest Trail. This year, we were amazed 
at the wide variety of blooms in addition to those 
pictured here. Never, in over thirty years, had we seen 
such a wildflower show on this hike. Most noticeable 
and abundant were poppies, bird’s-eye gilia, Mirabilis 
sp. (four o’clocks), Ericameria linearifolia (narrowleaf 
goldenbush), the fragrant Lupinus excubitus (grape-
soda lupine), and Lepidium fremontii (desert alyssum). 
Rewarding us toward the end of the hike were the 
first blooms of the blue Penstemon pseudospectabilis 
(desert penstemon), and the large white flowers of 
Oenothera californica (California evening primrose).  

No, we didn’t see these in 
California, but far beyond 
its borders – in southern 
Indiana! While exploring 
Paul’s home state during 
the latter half of April, we 
got to know various wood-
land wildflowers native to 
the Eastern US. The wooly 
blue violet was No. 1 for 
its sheer numbers, growing 
thick and wild in lawns, 
parks and woodlands. 
However, we also saw Viola 
sororia f. priceana (Confeder-
ate violet), Viola pubescens 
eriocarpa (common yellow 
violet), and Viola sororia 
albiflora (white wood violet). 
We also “met” Trillium 
recurvatum (prairie trillium), 
Trillium flexipes (drooping 
trillium), Silene virginica (fire 
pink), Packera aurea (golden 
ragwort), Dodecatheon 
meadia (shooting star), and 
Phlox divaricata (woodland 
phlox). In addition, we were 
enchanted by the count-
less native trees blooming 
in parks and gardens, and 
along highways and by-

ways: Cirsus canadiensis (Eastern redbud), with its 
lovely magenta flowers, and Cornus florida (flowering 
dogwood) with its white or coral-pink blooms.

MAY 3 – Platystemon californicus (cream cups): On a 
return visit to our “ranch” near Tehachapi, large areas 
of cream cups, poppies, and Lupinus bicolor (miniature 

April 16 - May 1–  
Above: Trillium recurvatum  
(prairie trillium);  
Below: Mertensia virginica (Vir-
ginia bluebells)

May 3 – Below: Platystemon californicus (cream cups)

May 18 – Above: Poppies and windmills;  
Below:  Asclepias californica (California milkweed).
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Chapter Meetings

upcoming TOPICS
Thursday, September 19, 2019  - 7 pm  

Presenter: Ron Dietz, founder, Dietz 
Hydroseeding Co.  
Topic: Hydroseeding

Thursday, October 17, 2019  - 7 pm  
Presenters: Kern CNPS members   
Topic: How to Use Wildflower Apps  
and Calflora

Thursday, November 21, 2019 - 7 pm * 
Presenter: Ellen & Brian Cypher 
Topic: The San Joaquin Desert: Ecolo-
gially Misunderstood and Overlooked.

Thursday, December 18, 2019 -  
NO MEETING

All chapter meetings are held the 3rd 
Thursday of each month, usually 
at 1300 17th Street, Room 1A or 1B, 
Bakersfield, CA. Check website for 
any change of venue.

Meeting times:  
6 pm — Discussion groups on plant 
identification and native plant gar-
dening 
7 pm — Program presentation 

In Kern County and beyond — from Bakersfield to 
the Kern Canyon, from Woody to Tehachapi, from 
the Carrizo Plain to Indiana — it was unforgettable 
spring with spectacular wildflowers. We will long re-
member the color and beauty of Super Bloom 2019! ✿

CNPS is the leader for providing reliable 
information on California native plants 
and plant conservation. Comprehen-
sive information about California’s flora 
and vegetation communities is available 
throughout the state for conservation and 
educational purposes. CNPS’s leadership 
influences personal ethics and actions, as 
well as public policy for native plant pro-
tection.

May 18 –  
Above: Calochortus kennedyi 
(desert mariposa lily) 
Below: Oenothera californica 
(California evening primrose)

.

... Jorge Ochoa , for his presentation on the Griffith Park Fire - Part Deux  
... Lucy Clark for organizing the annual chapter campout at Horse Meadow...  the hardy cacti waterers — Lucy Clark and Clyde Golden, Deb See and Bill Moffat, Fred Chynoweth, Bill Nelson, and Paul Gipe ✿


