
The California Native Plant Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of California native plants and 
their natural habitats, and to increasing the understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.

Spring 1998 in Tehachapi:
Getting Hooked on Native Plants
by Nancy Nies

H OW DID YOU GET INTERESTED IN CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS?  
 Each CNPS member would likely 
answer that question differently. For Paul and 
me, it was the convergence of just the right 
conditions — like those a wildflower requires 
in order to bloom — in the spring of 1998. 
First came a generous gift: In 1997 Ed Wulf, 
an acquaintance of Paul’s, left Paul 22 acres 
of hilly, undeveloped land to the southeast of 
Tehachapi, along Tehachapi-Willow Springs 
Road. Then came abundant rains: The win-
ter of 1997-1998 brought an El Niño storm 
system. And then came the flowers: Between 
March and June of 1998, we were treated 
to a spectacular, ever-changing display of 
wildflowers, unlike any we have seen in that 
place since then. We were enthralled, keeping 
careful photographic and written records of 
what we saw, and eager to learn the name of 
each beautiful bloom. 

Leading the spring flower parade were the 
first baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii) and 
locoweed (Astragulus sp.), which appeared in mid-
March. On March 21 we noted red-stemmed filaree (Erodium cicutarium) — a 
naturalized non-native — Mojave yellow violets (Viola purpurea ssp. mo-
havensis), wild parsley (Lomatium sp.) and red maids (Calandrinia ciliata). 

By mid-April the baby blue eyes had turned a whole hillside blue, and 
filaree and goldfields (Lasthenia 
glabrata) had added splashes of 
pink and yellow. Miner’s lettuce 
(Claytonia perfoliata) was blooming 
next to the little creek we had that 
year, Mojave yellow violets were 
more widespread, and cream 
cups (Platystemon californicus) were putting in an appearance. A week later, 
the cream cups had spread prolifically and bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor) and 
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EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

18— Meeting: Plant ID &  
Native Gardening, 6 pm 

Growing Natives, 7 pm

OCTOBER

16—  Meeting: Plant ID &  
Native Gardening, 6 pm 

Natural Land Re-vegetation, 7 pm

NOVEMBER

20—  Meeting: Plant ID &  
Native Gardening, 6 pm 

Natural History of the San Juan 
River Basin, Four Corners, 7 pm

DECEMBER

No December meeting It (the Spring of 1998 ) had been a 
spring to remember, and one that 
has yet to be repeated.
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Baby blue eyes (Nemophila men-
ziesii), March 1998, Tehachapi



Mimulus  Memo — September 20142

Thank you to: 
Mike White, Conservation Science Director of the Tejon Conservancy, for leading a memorable field trip to the upper eleva-tion portions of Tejon Ranch.Patty and Dale Gradek for spearheading the Tejon Ranch trip.

Trevor Meadows, biologist for River Partners, for the informative lecture on re-vegetation and re-seeding.Lucy Clark and Patty Gradek for many hours spent brain-storming, planning and arranging for field trips despite the non-cooperation of the weather systems and flora..

Chapter Meetings

upcoming  TOPICS
Thursday, September 18, 2014 - 7 pm: 

Steve Kranyak: Growing Natives in  
Bakersfield

Thursday, October 16, 2014 - 7 pm: 
Randi McCormick, Principal Biologist 
for MBI, a biological consulting firm: 
Natural Land Re-vegetation.

Thursday, November , 2014 - 7 pm: 
Denis Kearns, BLM botanist: Natural 
History of the San Juan River Basin Four 
Corners

All chapter meetings are held the  
3rd Thursday of each month at the 
Hall Ambulance Community Room 
1031 21st Street (21st & N St.), Bakersfield, CA. 

Meeting times:   
Revised format:  
6 pm — Two informal discussion groups:  
 Identifying and keying plants and  
 Native plant gardening 
7 pm — Program presentation   

miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor) had added them-
selves to the mix of blooms.

At the beginning of 
May, we saw the first 
California poppy (Eschol-
zia californica), as well 
as purple owl’s clover 
(Castilleja exserta), blue 
dicks (Dichelostemma capi-
tatum), popcorn flower 
(Plagiobothrys sp.), desert 
dandelion (Malacothrix 
glabrata), and rock phac-
elia (Phacelia sp.). When 
we visited on May 10, 
clumps of bright-orange 
poppies dotted a hillside, 
and white layia (Layia 
glandulosa) was bloom-
ing. The following week 
our goldenbush (Isocoma 
linearifolius) were flower-
ing. On Memorial Day 
weekend, we enjoyed the 

lavender blooms of west-
ern thistle (Cirsium occidentale), cream-colored morn-
ing glories (Calystegia sp.), light-orange fiddlenecks 
(Amsinckia sp.), and, as the sun went down, evening 
snow (Linanthus dichotomus). 

In June the poppies reached their peak. That month also 
brought a desert mallow full of orange blooms (Sphaer-
alcea ambigua), yellow monkey flower (Mimulus guttatus) 
at our little spring, and, last but certainly not least, a 
good crop of lovely mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.).

It had been a spring to remember, and one that has yet 
to be repeated. In our current time of severe drought, 
we look back wistfully to the spring of 1998 as we 
hope for another El Niño. Though we had previously 
enjoyed and appreciated Kern County’s beautiful 

spring wildflow-
ers, the experi-
ence of watching 
the eye-popping 
flower show at 
“the ranch” that 
spring definitely 
sparked our inter-
est in learning 
more about native 
plants. We were 
hooked!

Mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.), 
June 1998, Tehachapi
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California poppies (Escholzia californica), 
June 1998, Tehachapi

Spring 1998 (Continued)


