
The California Native Plant Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of California native plants and 
their natural habitats, and to increasing the understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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Annie Montague Alexander (1867-1950):
A Multifaceted Life
Part 2: The Partnership of Alexander and Kellogg 
by Nancy Nies

I N THE EARLY YEARS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, IT WAS  
 considered inappropriate for a single woman to accompany a group of 
men on a scientific expedition. So, in 1908, when Annie Alexander planned 
to finance and take part in a bear-hunting trip to 
Alaska — for the UC Berkeley Museum of Ver-
tebrate Zoology (MVZ), which she had founded 
that same year — she sought a female compan-
ion. When she met Louise Kellogg (1879-1967), 
a teacher thirteen years her junior, she found a 
kindred spirit who would not only join her on the 
Alaska trip, but also become her partner — in 
work and in life — over the next 42 years, until 
Annie’s death. 

Fauna, Farming, Fossils . . . 
That two-month expedition, to Alaska’s Prince 
William Sound area, gave Louise her first ex-
perience with field work, and she proved an 
energetic, enthusiastic participant. The party 
brought back an eight-foot male grizzly bear 
and a smaller female, two hundred small 
mammals and a great number of birds for 
the museum’s collection. After that Alexan-
der and Kellogg would work on their own, collect-
ing birds and small mammals on many field trips throughout western 
North America and abroad. Though they were to make regular trips to 
Hawaii, which Annie would always consider her “only real home,” the 

women would live in California 
for the rest of their lives. 

In 1911 Annie bought 525 acres 
on Grizzly Island in Suisun Bay. 
Reclaiming Sacramento River 
delta land, the women turned the 
undeveloped acreage into a farm. 
There, they made their home and 

raised cattle, pigs, barley, oats, hay — and, notably, their own AK brand of 
asparagus. At the time, the area was remote and wild. Annie sent speci-

Annie Alexander (left) and Louise Kellogg (right).  (Illustration by Katrin Em-ery for palaeopoems.com)
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mens trapped there to “her” museum, which led to 
the identification of six new subspecies of birds and 
mammals. But Alexander had not forgotten her first 
love, paleontology.

In 1921 she founded the University of California 
Museum of Paleontology (UCMP) on the Berkeley 
campus. She and Kellogg then embarked on what 
Stein calls “a spate of paleontological expeditions.” 
Among them was a trip to Last Chance Gulch in 
Kern County, where they found fossils dating from 
the Lower Pliocene. Their most significant fossil work 
was in 1931, when they found both carnivore and 
ungulate fossils in Miocene formations near Bar-
stow. Annie wrote that the experience involved “half 
a month with pick and shovel, digging a camel out of the 
ground. . .”, as well as painstaking work on their knees 
with jackknife and chisel.

And . . . Flora!
Although Alexander and Kellogg had done some 
previous plant-collecting, it was not until 1939, after 
decades of labor-intensive field work in zoology and 
paleontology, that the women turned their full atten-
tion to botany. Collecting plant specimens required 
much less labor and equipment, and allowed them 
to see familiar places in a new way. Also, Annie and 
Louise chose to collect in remote areas where the plants 
were less well known, and were particularly drawn to 
California’s Mojave Desert and Eastern Sierra.
 
The women’s botanical field notes from 1928 to 
1968, mostly from trips in California and Nevada, 
are held at the University and Jepson Herbaria. See 
http://ucjepsarchives.berkeley.edu/archon/?p=collections/
findingaid&id=99&q= . Botanist Tom Schweich has 
made Alexander and Kellogg’s Eastern Mojave field 
notes (1939-1949) available online. On April 12-13, 
1940, Annie and Louise recorded sighting thirty 
plants in the Walker Pass and Inyokern areas of Kern 
County.

Their field notes for April 12 read: “From Bakersfield 
50 miles to Isabella, following up Kern R. through canyon. 
Isabella in long valley. Onyx at upper end. Start collecting 
at 3750 ft. alt. Conspicuous bush in full bloom – wild peach 
– from this point on, nearly to summit of pass. . . Prunus 
andersonii. . . Coreopsis bigelovii. . . Summit ºWalker 
Pass - 5250 ft. A clump of Joshua trees on east slope just 
below summit. Bare granite sand hillsides. A yellow bloom 
far up slope facing south.” I feel certain that Annie and 
Louise would be pleased to see the same plants — 
blooming in the same location — in a photo taken at 
Walker Pass on an April day nearly eighty years after 
their visit.

The Herbaria’s website credits the women with col-
lecting more than 300 plants, representing nearly 200 

species, in what is today Mo-
jave National Preserve. Their 
most important botanical find, 
in 1949, was Swallenia alexan-
drae (Eureka dunegrass), a 
rare genus in the grass family 
with only one known spe-
cies, found only in the Eureka 
Valley sand dunes in Death 
Valley National Park.  
  
The women’s beautifully-
prepared botanical speci-
mens, often of unusual or 
undescribed species, included 
maps, photos and meticulous 
field notes. Alice Eastwood, 
curator of botany at the Cali-

Prunus andersonii (desert peach), Leptosyne bigelovii (coreop-
sis), Yucca brevifolia (Joshua tree) at Walker Pass, 21 April, 2018, 
just as described by Alexander and Kellogg in April 1940.

Ph
ot

o b
y 

A
sh

ley
 O

liv
e.

Ph
ot

o b
y 

A
sh

ley
 O

liv
e.

Prunus andersonii (desert peach) close-up, 21 April 2018
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CNPS is the leader for providing reliable 
information on California native plants and 
plant conservation. Comprehensive infor-
mation about California’s flora and vegeta-
tion communities is available throughout 
the state for conservation and educational 
purposes. CNPS’s leadership influences 
personal ethics and actions, as well as  
public policy for native plant protection.

fornia Academy of Sciences, wrote to Alexander in 
1942, “The specimens are the finest ever and we are very 
grateful to you and Miss Kellogg.” 

A Lasting Legacy
By the 1940s, Alexander and Kellogg were renowned 
at Berkeley — for both the quantity and quality of 
their natural-history collections. In all, they donated 
over 20,000 specimens to the MVZ, and around 1,500 
(plus many uncatalogued ones) to the UCMP. In ad-
dition, Annie and Louise contributed almost 18,000 
plant specimens to the University Herbarium. There 
are seventeen taxa — fossils, birds, mammals and 
plants — as well as a lake in Alaska, named in honor 
of Alexander, and several other taxa named in honor 
of Kellogg. 

The MVZ website states that ‘[w]hile Alexander was 
not herself a scientist, it was her vision, her money, the 
specimens that she collected, and her financial and political 
acumen that created the natural history museums on the 
Berkeley campus and that permitted men like Joseph Grin-
nell and John C. Merriam to achieve distinction in their 
disciplines.” 

The work of Alexander and Kellogg was and is valu-
able for understanding speciation and evolution, 
as well as for preserving endangered species. Stein 
writes that Alexander made so many collections in or-
der to “create a record of the beauty and natural diversity 
from which she derived so much pleasure, but which she 
recognized was rapidly being lost in the wake of develop-
ment and human population growth.” 

Along with their numerous contributions to science, 
Alexander and Kellogg played a role in the advance-
ment of women — in both scientific study and partici-
pation in field research. Until the 1940s, women were 
rare in the graduate programs in zoology and pale-
ontology, and were not allowed to go on MVZ-spon-
sored field trips. In the 1930s Alexander and Kellogg 
invited the first two women graduate students to ac-
company them on expeditions, and in the early 1940s 
sponsored field trips for female graduate students. 
In 1948 Alexander established two scholarship funds 
— one in paleontology and the other in vertebrate 
zoology — for graduate students of both sexes, whom 
she considered her “investments.” These funds were, 
of course, in addition to Alexander’s previous gener-
ous donations and endowments to both museums. 
Kellogg, in her will, was to leave an endowment to 
the University Herbarium.

Annie and Louise’s last adventure together — a three-
month trip in 1947 to Baja California, where Annie 
celebrated her 80th birthday — provides another 
example of their encouragement of women. They 

invited forty-year-old Annetta Carter, who worked 
at the herbarium but had never been on a field trip 
because of her sex, to join them on the expedition, 
from which the three women returned with more than 
4,600 sheets for the herbarium. 

The experience was life-changing for Carter, who 
would return frequently to Baja California and 
become an authority on the region’s flora. On subse-
quent trips there, Carter would collect new species 
and name one in memory of each of her mentors: Bou-
vardia alexanderae and Acacia kelloggiana. The legacy 
of Annie Alexander and Louise Kellogg, says Stein, 
endures “in the lives of women who seek to follow their 
own star to the fullest degree possible.” ✿
Author’s note: Many thanks to Clyde Golden for in-
troducing me to Annie Alexander and Louise Kellogg, 
and to Barbara K. Stein for her outstanding book 
about their lives and accomplishments.

Swallenia alexandrae (Eureka dunegrass) Death Valley National 
Park, — 26 April 2011. 
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