v, .
A NaT1vE LA

CNPS Channel Islands

December 2024 Newsletter

No Monthly Meeting in December
The next meeting will be January 21, 2025

Outreach News—Collaborating with Ojai Raptor Center

In November we had our largest outreach/collaboration in quite a few years. We are partnering with the Ojai
Raptor Center to create and maintain a huge native garden around their new flight building! We had 21
volunteers participate on Nov. 19, 20 and 21 for a total of 84 volunteer hours! Volunteers came from the ORC,
CNPSCI, MiniNatureReserve, Ventura Land Trust, VLT’s Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (aka WHIP)
and a few plant and raptor loving friends. It was a joyful event with >100 holes dug, watered and 104 locally
sourced native plants installed (seeds were collected from the Ojai Valley). A generous donation of $1500
allowed Ojai Valley Land Conservancy and Nordhoff High School to provide the plants.

This is an ongoing collaboration so stay tuned for additional volunteer days. There will be more holes to dig,
more plants AND of course lots of weeding and supplemental watering as needed. To sign up as a volunteer,
send us a note to: cnpschannelislands@gmail.com. To make a donation for this project, please send a check to:
CHANNEL ISLANDS CHAPTER, CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, PO BOX 6, OJAI, CA
93024-0006. Be sure to indicate in the memo “ORC-CNPSCI”.
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Upcoming Hike

Botany Hike

Romero Canyon, Santa Ynez
Mountains, Santa Barbara County
Sunday, December 8, 2024

9am - 3pm

Leader: Andrea Adams-Morden
RSVP Required: (805) 886-4382

Plant List

Please join us on a 6-mile loop trail starting with an old
fire road led by certified California naturalist Andrea
Adams-Morden, hopefully seeing big leaf maple (Acer
macrophyllum) trees and maybe California sycamores
(Platanus racemosa) with some fall color. While coming

back down the stream trail we will see chaparral and
riparian habitats. There will be 1400 feet of elevation

gain, so this hike could be strenuous. From the fire S - photo bmeMorden
road on the way up, we may encounter snowdrop bush

(Styrax redivivus) on the hillsides. If it is a clear day, we could have views of the Channel Islands. The hiking
route upward is on a dirt fire road and the return trip is along Romero Creek. There is no telling what we
might see. Please bring a lunch and water and wear lug-soled hiking boots and sunscreen. Dogs are allowed if
on leash 6 feet or less in length and must have current tags on. There are no restrooms.

Reservations required. Please RSVP by calling or texting (805) 886-4382 at least 24 hours in advance of the
hike. For more information, call Andrea at (805) 886-4382.

Directions: From Carpinteria, Ventura and places east of these, take the 101 Freeway west (Caltrans signs
call it north) to Shefhield Drive in Montecito. Exit and turn right on Shefheld Drive, proceeding 1.3 miles to
East Valley Road. Turn left, then quickly turn right on Romero Canyon Road. Continue 1.5 miles (veering
right at 0.4 miles) to Bella Vista Road, and turn right. Proceed 0.25 mile to a horseshoe bend in the road. The
trailhead is at this bend by a steel gate. From Goleta and Santa Barbara, take the 101 Freeway east (Caltrans
signs call it south) to Shefhield Drive in Montecito. Exit and turn left on Shefheld Drive, proceeding 1.3 miles
to East Valley Road. From there follow the directions above, starting with, “Turn left, then quickly turn right
on Romero Canyon Road...”



https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/07/RomeroCanyonPlants.pdf

LA/Santa Monica Mountain Chapter Hike

STUNT RANCH RESERVE BOTANY CRAWL

SUNDAY, DEC. 8, meet at 10:00 AM, Stunt Ranch Reserve parking lot: 1201 Stunt Road, Calabasas
With Hank Dingman (SAMO FUND/NPS botanist/herbarium technician)

The Stunt Ranch Santa Monica Mountains Reserve is located in the southernmost mountains of the biologically
and geologically diverse Transverse Ranges in rural Los Angeles County. The reserve contains a variety of
different ecosystems, such as chaparral, oak woodland, riparian, and grassland, and serves as the interface
between the Gabrielino and the Chumash native Californian tribes.

As we make our way through the various trails and ecosystems we will use the UCLA Stunt Ranch Reserve
checklist to cross reference the plant species we encounter and hopefully add undocumented species to

the list. We will discuss tricks and tips on how to identify species using evergreen foliage and dead “plant
skeletons.” Depending on what we find, we can go over the Do’s and Don'ts of how to successfully collect,
press, and document a plant voucher to add to a herbarium. On our way back to the parking lot we will get the
opportunity to stand in the glory of one of the largest Coast Live Oaks in the Santa Monica Mountains.

Come join us for a day of botanizing the many enjoyable trails and ecosystems the Stunt Ranch Reserve has to
offer. Plan on covering ~4 miles at the “botany pace” and make sure to bring hiking boots, sun protection, water,
and snacks/lunch. For those who know their birds, make sure to also bring binoculars.

For any further questions feel free to shoot me an email at hdingman2019@gmail.com

Hike Recap

Lion’s Canyon Hike + Piedra Blanca
Saturday, November 9, 2024

As the destructive Mountain Fire continued to burn in the hills
between Camarillo and Santa Paula, eight hikers took part in
the Saturday 11/9/24 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Lion Canyon Botany
Hike. Fortunately, we were far from the smoke. On the way

in along Rose Valley Road, participants had close-up views of

brown dogwood (Cornus glabrata). In Lion Canyon, there was
plenty of water in the tree-lined creek. Lion Canyon is just east : e
of Rose Valley in the Topatopa Mountains, part of the Transverse photo by Kate Symonds
Ranges in the extensive Los Padres National Forest. The hike began at Middle Lions Campground, followed
the trail along the east side of the creek for almost 2 miles, turned around to head back, then stopped on a
shaded portion of the trail for lunch.

Certified California Naturalist Andrea Adams-Morden led the hike, but other plant-savvy people were along
to assist. Participants learned how to distinguish between the two local cottonwood tree (Populus) species,
reviewed the three willow (Salix) species found in the canyon, and enjoyed the stands of big cone douglas-fir
(Pseudotsuga macrocarpa), a low elevation native conifer. Native chaparral shrubs such as Toyon (Heteromeles
arbutifolia) and birch-leaf mountain-mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides ssp. betuloides) were seen and discussed.

After 2:30 p.m., several of us made a brief visit to nearby Piedra Blanca along Sespe Creek to assess the area
for future botany hikes. On the way to the water’s edge, plants adapted to more arid (or xeric) settings, such
as great basin sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) were noticed as dominant. CNPSCI will have a hike at this
location in the future.
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Plant of the Month
Toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia)

Toyon, Christmas berry (Heteromeles arbutifolia) is a very
common shrub/small tree of our coastal chaparral and oak
woodland with a distribution that extends to Canada and
Mexico. The white flowers appear in the summer and the
festive, red fruits are ripe in November and December.
The fruits look like little apples, which is fitting, since it

is in the same plant family as apples (the Rosaceae). More
information can be found on this plant on Calscape,

including how to include it in your native plant garden.

photos by Valentina Humig on iNaturalist

Weed Management News
Two Weed CUT webinars 12:00-1:30pm on Dec. 13 and Dec. 18. You can register here.
WeedCUT is a new webtool is hosted by UC ANR, and designed to help practitioners develop an IPM

approach based on the weeds they’re trying to control and the characteristics of the site they are managing. It
compiles information from UC’s weed control handbook and lots of expert knowledge from throughout the
land management community.

The 1.5-hour webinars are the same, just two opportunities to get updated on the webtool. The webinars are
free, and they are eligible for DPR CEUs (unless you already received CEUs for the same workshop at the Cal-
IPC Symposium).

Habitat Restoration November talk by Sharon
«  Wildlife Habitat Improvement (WHIP) at Harmon Estrada now on YouTube
Canyon: contact Terri at terrilburgess@aol.com or sign

Our November program meeting on Zoom

up here. was well-attended by 68 people. Sharon Es-
b Weeding at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park takes trada gave an excellent presentation on seed

place on the first Saturday of the month from 10 am to collecting for conservation and restoration.

12 pm. Email to carp parks@yahoo.com to get on the In case you missed her talk, it is available at

mailing list or call Andrea at 805-886-4382 for more our You Tube Channel.

information.

 Sisar Canyon Trail in Los Padres National Forest. Please
email Carolyn. There is no set schedule but Thursday GRl0vvepBadne

mornings seem to work for now.
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December LA/Santa Monica Mountain Chapter Meeting

December 10, 2024 — 7:00 - 9:30pm, via Zoom. Information for logging onto the Zoom presentation will be
posted on the LA/SMM website twenty hours ahead of the event

Presenter: Danielle Stevenson will discuss Findings of an Los Angeles Study: Testing California Native Plantsand
Fungi for Contaminated Soil Cleanup

This talk will discuss a recent study carried out at three brown-fields in Los Angeles which tested combinations
of native plants and fungi for remediation of the mixtures of contaminants present in soils (metals including lead
and organic contaminants). Danielle Stevenson is a multi-disciplinary scientist, mycologist and environmental
problem-solver who works with soils, fungi, plants and people to address waste and pollution. She holds a

PhD in Environmental Toxicology from the University of California, Riverside, and her dissertation was titled
“Phyto-Mycoremediation of Brownfields in Southern California”. She has carried out mycoremediation research
for 15 years. She is the founder and director of D.LY. Fungi (since 2012) offering mycological education,
consultation, mushroom cultures, and mycoremediation and waste management research, and Healing City
Soils (est. 2015) with the Compost Education Centre to provide soil metal testing, resources, and community
bioremediation for people growing food. Danielle serves as a board member of CoRenewal.

Conservation News

Recently, the Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the Forest Service’s plan to remove coniferous trees and
some brush on Pine Mountain even though substantial evidence showing that this would not be a good idea
was presented by Los Padres Forest Watch and other organizations involved in the lawsuit against the Forest
Service. Stay tuned for the next step in this saga

Scholarship News
The CNPSCI Scholorship is now accepting applicants! To apply to our chapters scholarship, follow the link.

Any student conducting research on native plants or ecosystems found in Ventura or Santa Barbara counties is
eligible for the 2025 scholarship! For more info, visit our scholarship page.

December Board Meeting Holiday Book Shopping?

Our next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, This is a reminder that our Channel Islands
December 3rd at 7pm on Zoom. If you're curious about ~ Chapter has a virtual storefront on bookshop.org
what goes on behind the scenes, check us out! We're and we receive 10% of all sales! We have many
always looking for fresh faces. We have lots of cool things ~ titles listed for all ages and levels of interest, and are
in store for 2025 including more in-person gatherings constantly adding to the list. The new Wildflowers

of California published by CNPS would make the

welcome to attend! Meeting Zoom link: https://cnps-org. perfect gift! Or check out Robin Wall Kimmerer's
z00m.us/i/83005195780 new book titled 7he Serviceberry.

and collaborative projects with other local groups. All are

Mark Your Calendars

January Monthly Meeting: Tuesday January 21, 2025 at 7pm on Zoom with Guest Speaker
Rikke Reese Nasborg, Ph.D. , lichenologist at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
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