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CNPS Channel Islands
November 2024 Newsletter

Monthly Meeting—Sharon Estrada will discuss seed collecting

Tuesday, November 19th, 7pm on Zoom

The November monthly meeting will 
be Tuesday, November 19th at 7 pm, 
featuring a talk by Sharon Estrada 
entitled “Seed Collecting Stories: The 
Importance of Seed Collection in Plant 
Conservation.” Sharon is a field botanist 
currently working for the California 
Native Plant Society. She has worked as 
a field botanist in a variety of habitats 
throughout California. Her work has 
primarily consisted of rare plant surveys 
and seed collection in the Sierra Nevada, 
the Transverse Ranges and the Mojave 
Desert. This talk will focus on her seed 
collecting efforts: the importance of seeds 
in plant conservation, the methodology 
that was followed for collecting and 
processing seeds, and the many stories 
that were experienced along the way.

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/81416200747

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/81416200747
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/81416200747
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Andrea Adams-Morden, a certified California 
Naturalist, will lead an easy to moderate hike on mostly 
level, sometimes gently sloping trail through Lion 
Canyon starting at the Middle Lion Campground 
trailhead in the Ojai Ranger District of the Los Padres 
National Forest. Especially featured are Fremont and 
black cottonwoods (Populus fremontii and Populus trichocarpa), and willows (Salix species) in fall color, that 
grow along Lion Creek. The canyon walls are covered with mixed chaparral and dotted with the picturesque 
conifer bigcone douglas fir (Pseudotsuga macrocarpa). Along the creek we will also see white alder trees (Alnus 
rhombifolia) and the sedge Carex senta, which both grow next to or in the water. On the drive back, we may 
pass by the scarce brown dogwood (Cornus glabrata) along Rose Valley Road with bright red leaves northwest 
of the Campground. Botanist David Magney has documented 232 vascular plant taxa in Lion Canyon, almost 
all native species. A checklist of plants in Lion Canyon is avalable here.

Optional exploratory Piedra Blanca hike: For those who want to continue hiking, we will do this starting 
immediately after the Lion Canyon hike ends, from 2:30 p.m–4:30 p.m. because it is nearby and CNPS-CI 
has not had a hike there before.

Meet at the Ojai Rotary Park parking lot at the intersection of Hwy 150 and Hwy 33 in Ojai (on the right, 
kitty-corner from the Vons grocery store), at 9:00 a.m. for carpooling. Carpooling is necessary because parking 
space is severely limited at Lion Canyon. Carpool drivers will need to have a Forest Service Adventure Pass. 
These are available at Big 5 Sporting Goods, REI and Wheeler Gorge Visitor Center ($5 for one day or $30 for 
an annual pass). Wear hiking boots, a hat, and sunscreen, and bring water and a lunch. Anything more than 
drizzle cancels the hike.

Directions: From Ventura and places east of it, take the 101 Freeway to Highway 33 and head toward Ojai, to 
the Ojai Rotary Park. From Goleta, Santa Barbara and Carpinteria, take US 101 “South” through Carpinteria, 
taking the 101 Freeway to Ventura and Highway 33 or Highway 150 over Casitas Pass to Highway 33 into 
Ojai. If you are one of the carpool vehicles leaving from Ojai Rotary Park, take Highway 33 north to the Rose 
Valley/Piedra Blanca Recreation Area turnoff, and drive 4.8 miles to the split. Middle Lion Campground and 
the Lion Canyon Trailhead are to the right.

Reservations required. Please RSVP by calling or texting (805) 794-5334 at least 24 hours in advance. 

Upcoming Hike

Fall Colors Hike 
Lion Canyon, Los Padres National 
Forest, Ventura County (optional 
hike at Piedra Blanca afterwards)
Saturday, November 9, 2024 
9 AM – 2:30pm
Leader: Andrea Adams-Morden

RSVP Required: (805) 794-5334. 
Carpool drivers will need to have a Forest 
Service Adventure Pass.

https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/07/LionCreek-SpruceFallsChecklist.pdf


Seventeen people took part in the Saturday 10/19/24 hike at 
Emma Wood State Beach led by David Torfeh. Temperatures 
were generally moderate due to the proximity of the ocean. 
Participants saw (among other plants): big saltbush (Atriplex 
lentiformis), alkali heath (Frankenia salina), fleshy jaumea 
(Jaumea carnosa), woody pickleweed (Salicornia pacifica), 
coastal goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii var. vernonioides), beach 

Hike Recap

Botany and Bird Hike 
Emma Wood State Beach, Ventura County
Saturday, October 19, 2024 
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sun cups (Camissoniopsis cheiranthifolia ssp. suffruticosa), and red sand-verbena (Abronia maritima), a special 
status species.  Most of these were in bloom. The hikers appreciated avian and wildlife biologist Angel Ramirez, 
invasive plant removal specialists Terri Burgess and Kris Ohlenkamp (who is also an accomplished birder), and 
edible/medicinal plant ethnobotanist Paul Lerma being along because they provided welcome information 
about their areas of focus. The hike began near the campground area in coastal sage scrub, traversed an 
extensive riparian woodland to the Ventura River estuary, then looped back through coastal dune and salt 
marsh habitats. The birds of the day were a pair of ospreys, an American kestrel, a red-shouldered hawk, 
double-crested cormorants, long-billed curlews, and semipalmated plovers. Everyone was able to get good 
looks at these creatures

There are no planned outreach events through the end of 
2024, but we’ll keep you posted if something pops up!

October was a busy month with our Botany Bubbles and Brews event at Island Brewery in Carpinteria. We 
officially opened the Scholarship application for 2025 and enjoyed lively conversations. The board was well-rep-
resented as was a broad geographic showing by our members. We hope to see you at the next one in 2025.

Our semi-annual Plant Sale was held online as well as in person on October 26 at the Topa Topa Brewery Head-
quarters in Ventura. The beverages and Game Over food truck were exciting additions to our very busy plant 
and book sale. Sorry if you missed it, but we will have another tentatively scheduled for April 12, 2025, at the 
Agriculture Museum in Santa Paula.

We had lots of give away seeds, hats, magazines and information at both events. We made some great con-
nections with the community at Topa Topa along with our members, volunteers and board—a GREAT BIG 
THANK YOU to all who helped make both events successful.

Outreach News & Recap

The CNPSCI Scholorship is now accepting applicants! To apply to our chapters scholarship, follow the link. 
Any student conducting research on native plants or ecosystems found in Ventura or Santa Barbara counties is 
eligible for the 2025 scholarship! For more info, visit our scholarship page. 

Scholarship News

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZlbqr3ognUYyX3auClHZoR3gtvzJvFwMRusyFaWtNs7fLpQ/viewform
https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/scholarship/
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Plant of the Month 
California Brickell Bush 

(Brickellia californica)

This month we are highlighting California Brickell Bush 
(Brickellia californica), a shrub in the daisy family that 
comes into bloom in our coastal area in late summer and 
often continues into November. It is in flower right now in 
the Ventura Botanical Garden. While its rough, pale green, 
triangular to heart-shaped leaves can be used to identify this 
plant in the spring, it is always a wonderful surprise to run into 
its pale yellow flowers in the fall. This is a very widely distributed 
plant in California and in the American West, occurring from 
Texas and Baja California to Idaho. It often occurs in rocky 
canyons in many different vegetation types and from sea level to 
over 8000 ft in elevation. More details about this plant can be 
found on Calscape. Text courtesy of Calscape. Photo by Keir Morse via Cal Photos

Weed Management News
John Beall of the Ventura County Weed Management Area wants us to be aware of recent sightings of two 
weeds that are not common in our counties. He is asking us to keep our eyes open to see if any of these plants 
are present  in other locations, so they can be removed. 
The first is Senecio angulatus (creeping groundsel) with sightings in the Arroyo Burro Open Space, Franceschi 
Park, and in the residential neighborhood between the Spanish Hills and Sterling Hills Golf Clubs. The second 
is Glaucium flavum (sea poppy or yellow horned poppy) sighted at the beaches of Point Magu and Sycamore 
Cove. If you see these plants in other locations, take photos of them and post them on iNaturalist or Calflora.

Habitat Restoration
•	 Wildlife Habitat Improvement at Harmon Canyon:  

contact Terri at terrilburgess@aol.com or sign up here. 
•	 Weeding at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park takes 

place on the first Saturday of the month from 10 am to 
12 pm. Email to carp_parks@yahoo.com to get on the 
mailing list or call Andrea at 805-886-4382 for more 
information.

•	 Sisar Canyon Trail in Los Padres National Forest. Please 
email Carolyn. There is no set schedule but Thursday 
mornings seem to work for now. 

https://calscape.org/Brickellia-californica-(Brickell-Bush)
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senecio_angulatus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glaucium_flavum
mailto:terrilburgess%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/whip
mailto:carp_parks%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:carolyn.cnpsci%40gmail.com?subject=


November Board Meeting
Our next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 5th at 7pm on Zoom. If you’re curious about 
what goes on behind the scenes, check us out! We’re always 
looking for fresh faces. We have lots of cool things in store 
including more in-person gatherings and collaborative 
projects with other local groups. All are welcome to 
attend! Meeting Zoom link: https://cnps-org.zoom.
us/j/83005195780

Fall hiking
Fall is a great time to explore local trails and hunt for changing leaves. Big Leaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum), 
Fremont Cottonwood (Populus fremontii), Western Sycamore (Platanus racemosa), and Southern California 
Black Walnut (Juglans californica) are in various stages of yellow and red right now. These photos were taken 
on the Punch Bowls trail that starts adjacent to Thomas Aquinas College in Santa Paula. 

(Don’t) Mark Your Calendars!
There is no hike or Monthly Meeting scheduled 
for December!

Holiday Book Shopping?
This is a reminder that our Channel Islands Chapter has a virtual 
storefront on bookshop.org and we receive 10% of all sales! We 
have many titles listed for all ages and levels of interest, and are 
constantly adding to the list. The new Wildflowers of California 
published by CNPS would make the perfect gift! If there is 
something you want (nature-related) but don’t see in our shop, 
please email Carolyn.
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https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83005195780
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83005195780
https://bookshop.org/shop/cnpschannelislands
https://bookshop.org/shop/cnpschannelislands
mailto:mailto:email%20Carolyn?subject=

