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CNPS Channel Islands
September 2024 Newsletter

Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, September 17 at 7pm via Zoom

Robert Fitch will discuss Balancing Fuel Management Goals: The Ecological Impacts of Fuel Modification on 
Plant Flammability in the Wildland Urban Interface.

Robert has been doing ecological research in our area on fire resistant landscapes This talk will explain how 
to reduce the impacts of plant fuels, modification in the wildland urban interface, and how to expand its 
ecological value and help build fire resistant landscapes.

Guest Speaker, Robert Fitch, will discuss Balancing Fuel 
Management Goals: The Ecological Impacts of Fuel Modification 

on Plant Flammability in the Wildland Urban Interface

About the speaker: Robert is a restoration 
ecologist and PhD candidate at the University of 
California Santa Barbara. His dissertation work 
encompasses ecological restoration, invasive species 
management, and plant flammability.

https://cnps-org.zoom.us/s/81416200747?pwd=SEmQElAch3nDvtgE6DEQCzMnvTMBKB.1#success
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Birdsong Ranch is a large private property along the Ventura 
River near Casitas Springs. It features grassland, oak woodland, 
coastal sage scrub, and riparian habitats. Much of the area 
near the residence has been restored with native plants, and 
restoration of areas adjacent to the river will follow. We will see 
coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia), arroyo willow 
(Salix lasiolepis), black cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa), 
sessileflower false goldenaster (Heterotheca sessiliflora ssp. 
fastigiata), and many riparian plant taxa. David Torfeh,
a local biologist, will also point out birds and butterflies we encounter. Egrets, herons, belted kingfishers, red-
winged blackbirds, western tiger swallowtails, Lorquin’s admirals, and common buckeyes (the last three are 
butterflies) can be seen there.

We will meet at the small parking area just southwest of the residence at 9:00 A.M. Bring water and snacks to 
eat for lunch. Also bring/wear hiking boots, sunscreen, sunglasses, and a hat. There is a portable restroom on 
the property, situated on the east (river-facing) side of the residence. Carpooling is strongly recommended due 
to very limited parking at the site. The hike ends at 1:00 P.M.

Reserve ahead: Text or call (805) 794-5334 to RSVP. Participants will be required to sign a waiver 
beforehand for the property owners. Limited to 20 participants.  

Directions: From Santa Barbara and Ventura, take the 101 Freeway to Highway 33 and go north (toward 
the mountains). Exit on Casitas Vista Road, go under the Highway 33 overpass, and head toward Santa Ana 
Road. Turn right on Santa Ana Road. Further directions to the location will be given when you RSVP, since 
access to the property is restricted.

Because of generous support from our members, we will again offer a $1,500 scholarship! Scholarship 
candidates include college students doing research on native plants and ecosystems that occur in Ventura and 
Santa Barbara counties. If you’re interested in helping us support students, we welcome you to send a check 
with the memo, “scholarship” to us at CHANNEL ISLANDS CHAPTER, CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT 
SOCIETY, PO BOX 6, OJAI, CA 93024-0006. To learn more about the scholarship visit our Scholarship 
page on our website. While the scholarship will open for applicants in October, we welcome students to sign 
up for our announcement by filling out this form.

Upcoming Hike

Botany, Bird, and Butterfly Hike 
Birdsong Ranch 
Casitas Springs area, Ventura County
Saturday, September 21, 2024 
9 AM – 1:00pm
Leader: David Torfeh 
RSVP Required: (805) 794-5334

photo by Dinah Irino

Scholarship News

https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/scholarship/
https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/scholarship/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM-OsqWqfYkZwX-WD4WHGowk3dAsjBiXu7EyyK-lgC62CAXw/viewform?usp=sf_link. 
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September 10-12, 9am-9pm daily 2024 National Heirloom Exposition at the Ventura Fairgrounds. CNPSCI 
will have a display table highlighting the importance of California native plants in nature and the built world. 
Get tickets here (under 17 FREE!). We are excited to announce that this display will be hosted in collaboration 
with MiniNatureReserve in Oxnard.

September 15 11am-2pm  Los Padres Forest Watch will celebrate its 20th Anniversary Fall Family Festival. 
Register here. CNPSCI will be tabling at the event: Rancho La Patera + The Stow House, 304 N Los Carneros 
Rd, Goleta, CA, 93117. We will have lots of native seeds, information and knowledge on the many benefits of 
gardening with and preserving California native plants.

On August 24 we hosted a tabling event at the Wild and Scenic Film Festival sponsored by the  Ventura Land 
Trust. It was a huge success, we had 100s of visitors, keeping Samantha, Carolyn, Kris and Terri very busy. We 
shared tastes of elderberry syrup, dozens of kinds of native seeds, beautiful bookmarks and CNPS stickers. The 
collection of short films was a fabulous mix of whimsical, beautiful, and heartfelt stories about conservation 
needs and successes.  Put it on your calendars for August 2025! 

Outreach News & Recap

California Biodiversity Week

California Biodiversity Week is September 7-15 and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife is sponsoring 
bioblitzes around the state using ebird and iNaturalist to collect the data. They are asking everyone to collect 30 species 
in celebration of California’s goal of 30X30 (preservation of 30% of the state’s natural areas by 2030). The data can be of 
any organism. 

Carpinteria:

Bioblitz at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park at 10 am on Saturdays, September 7 and 14. Meet at the entrance 
across from the corner of Sandyland and Ash Avenues. Make observations using iNaturalist or ebird on your smart phone 
as you enjoy a nature walk through the salt marsh park.  Call 805-886-4382 for more info.

Bioblitz at the Rincon Bluffs Preserve at 10 am on Sunday, September 8. Meet at the entrance opposite Carpinteria 
Avenue and Highway 150.  We will make observations using iNaturalist or ebird on your smart phone. For more infor-
mation call 805-886-4382.

Ventura County:
Join in a Ventura County iNaturalist Bioblitz event between September 7th to 14th with The Friends of the Santa Clara 
River. Volunteer at the Sespe Cienega Nature Trail on Biodiversity Day Sat. Sept. 7 & Sat. Sept. 14. Come out and 
observe nature at Cienega Springs Ecological Reserve and the Fillmore Fish Hatchery! Cienega Springs will be open 
from 7am to 10am for a self-paced walk through the reserve. CDFW staff will help direct you to local nature and how to 
document it as part of the 30 species biodiversity challenge. Feel free to continue your visit by visiting the local hatchery 
(Open 8 a.m. to 2 p.m).

Rare Plant Program Zoom Presentation + OC Chapter Meeting
Interested in learning more about the CNPS Rare Plant Program? The Director of the State Rare Plant Program, Aaron 
Sims, is giving the LA/Santa Monica Mtns. Chapter September Program presentation by Zoom on Tues Sept 10 at 7 pm. 
Information is here.

Would you like to learn more about Calflora and iNaturalist? The Orange County Chapter has invited our chapter 
members to join their October Program meeting on Thursday Oct 17 at 7:30 pm. They will have room for 500 attendees. 
The speakers will be the head of iNaturalist (Ken-Ichi Ueda) and the head of Calflora (Cynthia Powell). Information and 
registration for the Zoom link are here.

https://www.rareseeds.com/national-heirloom-expo
https://www.rareseeds.com/2024-national-heirloom-exposition-tickets 
https://linktr.ee/mininaturereserve?utm_source=linktree_profile_share&ltsid=5065d11f-7b66-4728-94c5-cdf5c2cd2681
https://lpfw.org/
https://paybee.io/in-person-event/forestwatch/5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e41fd4d77684d90abfda18fe10a1f22
https://fscr.org/events/
https://fscr.org/events/
https://chapters.cnps.org/lasmm/
https://chapters.cnps.org/oc/2024/08/27/2024-oct-17-meeting-inaturalist-and-calflora/

https://chapters.cnps.org/oc/2024/08/27/2024-oct-17-meeting-inaturalist-and-calflora/



Plant of the Month 
California Goldenrod 

(Solidago velutina ssp. californica)

California Goldenrod is a native perennial 
herb that grows in northern, southern and 
central California. It tends to grow in open 
grassy places, at elevations from 0-7500 feet. It 
produces masses of yellow flowers when many 
other plants are dormant. Birds and pollinating 
insects love this plant. Grows well in central oak 
woodlands. It likes to be wet in winter/spring 
and dry in summer but can take extra water.
It is a spreader from a creeping rootstock and 
may become invasive, so plant it where it will 
have plenty of room. Otherwise it is very garden 
tolerant and easy.
Text courtesy of Calscape. Photo by Carolyn Warren

Habitat Restoration!
CNPS Channel Islands board member Andrea Adams-Morden is hosting a restoration day on Sunday, September 22 at 
10 am at Carpinteria Creek (at Creek Park) for California Creek Week which is September 21-28. The group will be re-
moving invasive, non-native plants. Bring gloves and your favorite tools. She will have some loaners. Remember to bring 
water and wear closed toed shoes. Meet at the parking area between the Casitas Pass on/offramp and the first mobile 
home park on Via Real. Call 805-886-4382 for more information.

•	 Wildlife Habitat Improvement at Harmon Canyon:  contact Terri at terrilburgess@aol.com or sign up here. 

•	 Weeding at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park takes place on the first Saturday of the month from 10 am 
to 12 pm. Email to carp_parks@yahoo.com to get on the mailing list or call Andrea at 805-886-4382 for more 
information.

•	 Sisar Canyon Trail in Los Padres National Forest. Please email Carolyn. There is no set schedule but Thursday 
mornings seem to work for now. 
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September Board Meeting
Our next board meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 3rd at 7pm on Zoom. 
If you’re curious about what goes on behind 
the scenes, check us out! We’re always 
looking for fresh faces. We have lots of cool 
things in store including more in-person 
gatherings and collaborative projects with 
other local groups. All are welcome to 
attend! Meeting Zoom link: https://cnps-
org.zoom.us/j/83005195780

Mark Your Calendars

Wednesday, October 15, 5:30-8:30pm: Botany, Brews, & Bubbles at Island 
Brewing in Carpinteria, featuring our Scholarship Spotlight

Saturday October 19, 9am-12pm: Botany & Bird Hike at Emma Wood

Saturday, October 26: In-person plant sale and pickup date. Location TBD

mailto:terrilburgess%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/whip
mailto:carp_parks%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:carolyn.cnpsci%40gmail.com?subject=
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83005195780
https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83005195780

