CNPS Channel Islands
August 2024 Newsletter
No Monthly Meeting in August
No Hike in August

Sneak Peak at September’s Guest Speaker,
Robert Fitch

CNPS Channel Islands is not having a Program Meeting in August. Please save the date for our
September Program Meeting which will be held on Tuesday September 17 at 7 pm by Zoom. The Zoom
link will be posted on our chapter website in the coming weeks.

Robert Fitch will discuss Balancing Fuel Management Goals: The Ecological Impacts of Fuel Modification on
Plant Flammability in the Wildland Urban interface.

Robert has been doing ecological research in our area on fire resistant landscapes This talk will explain how
to reduce the impacts of plant fuels, modification in the wildland urban interface, and how to expand its
ecological value and help build fire resistant landscapes.

About the speaker: Robert is a restoration
ecologist and PhD candidate at the University of
California Santa Barbara. His dissertation work
encompasses ecological restoration, invasive species
management, and plant flammability.



https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/monthly-meeting/

July Hike Recap

On Saturday July 20, we had a great turnout for our chapter hike organized by Kate Symonds and David
Torfeh. The hike featured a tour by Wayne Chapman, Project Manager for the UC Santa Barbara Cheadle
Center and North Campus Open Space. Wayne explained how the North Campus Open Space was
transformed from a golf course to restored estuary system, complete with numerous rare and endangered
plants. In particular, we were able to view the State and Federally endangered Ventura marsh milkvetch
(Astragalus pycnostachyus var. lanosissimus) and salt marsh bird’s beak (Chloropyron maritimus ssp. maritimus).

Co-tour leaders Kate Symonds and Ken Niessen recounted the rediscovery of the marsh milkvetch in Oxnard
in 1997 and the involvement of US Fish and Wildlife in this restoration project. Thank you to Kate, David,
Ken, and especially Wayne for a great morning. (Photos are of Wayne Chapman telling us about the North
Campus Open Space estuary, restoration plantings of salt marsh bird’s beak, and of Ken Niessen speaking to the
group. The first photo is by Ellen Dean and the second and third photos are by Kate Symonds.)

Plant of the Month
Ventura Marsh Milkvetch
(Astragalus pycnostachyus var. lanosissimus)

This month we celebrate the continued existence of the
Ventura marsh milkvetch which was presumed extinct
between the 1960s and its rediscovery in Oxnard in 1997
by Kate Symonds. It is currently only found at three places,
one of which is the UC Santa Barbara North Campus Open
Space restoration site (where we had our July field trip). This
beautiful, large perennial herb has creamy-white flowers in
large inflorescences that appear in the summer. It requires

a high groundwater table and is thought to have existed

in open soil in the uplands around dynamic river systems,
such as the Santa Clara River drainage. It disappeared from
Orange and Los Angeles Counties early in the 20th century
and was thought to have gone extinct in Ventura County by
the late 1960s. It was impacted by destruction of its habitat
and changes in hydrology in the estuaries and flood plains

where it lived. You can find out more about this lovely
native plant here. photo by Ellen Dean
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https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants/Endangered/Astragalus-pycnostachyus-var-lanosissimus
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants/Endangered/Astragalus-pycnostachyus-var-lanosissimus

Outreach News

August 24, 5-10pm The Wild and Scenic Film Festival will again be hosted by the Ventura Land Trust.
CNPSCI will have a table with information and give-aways! Please join us for an inspiring event: Ventura
County Credit Union, 2575 Vista Del Mar Dr, Ventura. Get tickets at the aforementioned link or contact us

about volunteer opportunities at: cnpschannelislands@gmail.com

September 10-12, 9am-9pm daily 2024 National Heirloom Exposition at the Ventura Fairgrounds. CNPSCI
will have a display table highlighting the importance of CA native plants in nature and the built world. Get
tickets here (under 17 FREE!).

September 15 11am-2pm Los Padres Forest Watch will celebrate its 20th Anniversary Fall Family Festival.
Register here. CNPSCI will be tabling at the event: Rancho La Patera + The Stow House, 304 N Los Carneros
Rd, Goleta, CA, 93117

Ongoing Habitat Restoration
Projects Need Volunteers!

*  Wildlife Habitat Improvement at Harmon Canyon: contact
Terri at terrilburgess@aol.com or sign up_here.

*  Weeding at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park takes place
on the first Saturday of the month from 10 am to 12 pm. Email

to carp_parks@yahoo.com to get on the mailing list or call
Andrea at 805-886-4382 for more information.

*  Sisar Canyon Trail in Los Padres National Forest. Please email
Carolyn. There is no set schedule but Thursday mornings seem

to work for now.

August Board Meeting
Our next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 6th

at 7pm on Zoom. If you're curious about what goes on behind
the scenes, check us out! We're always looking for fresh faces.
We have lots of cool things in store including more in-person
gatherings and collaborative projects with other local groups. All
are welcome to attend! Meeting Zoom link: https://cnps-org.zoom.  Late-blooming Mariposa Lily (Calochortus fimbriatus)
us/j/83005195780 photo by Carolyn Warren

Mark Your Calendars

Saturday, September 21, 2024, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Birdsong Ranch botany and bird hike along the Ventura River near Casitas
Springs. Reservations and signing a waiver will be needed. To attend, call or text 805-794-5334 after the hike is posted on
our website in early September, but no later than the day before the hike.
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