CNPS Channel Islands
July 2024 Newsletter

No Monthly Meeting in July

Upcoming Hike

UCSB’s North Campus Open Space
505 Storke Rd, Goleta, CA 93117
Saturday, July 20, 2024

9 AM to approximately 12:00pm
RSVP Required: (805) 794-5334

The 136-acre North Campus Open Space (NCOS) is

a restored and preserved coastal open space owned and
managed by U.C. Santa Barbara’s Cheadle Center for
Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration. The site was formerly
the 9-hole Ocean Meadows golf course that was constructed
in 1966 by filling the historic northern extent of Devereux
Slough. When the golf course was closed in 2013, the
property was purchased with the goal of restoring the estuary
that once was. The site now has more than 100 acres

of increasingly rare salt marsh, vernal wetland, coastal sage scrub, and native grassland habitats that support an
array of plant and wildlife species, several of which are regionally rare, or threatened and endangered. The site
is regularly used for teaching, research, community outreach, and passive recreation.

Ventura marsh milk-vetch
Astragalus pycnostachyus var. lanosissimus

Our walk will be led by Wayne Chapman, Assistant North Campus Open Space Manager and Greenhouse
and Nursery Manager. In addition to giving on overview of restoration activities at NCOS, Wayne

will discuss several of the threatened, endangered, and regionally rare plant species that have been

established at NCOS. Some of these species include the endangered Ventura marsh milk-vetch (Astragalus
pycnostachyus var. lanosissimus), salt marsh bird’s-beak (Chloropyron maritimum ssp. maritimum), and the
regionally rare western sea purslane (Sesuvium verrucosum). We will likely have viewing opportunities of several
of these imperiled species. The 2-3 mile walk is on a mostly level, wide gravel path.

Directions: We will meet at the North Campus Open Space Carlton-Duncan Visitor plaza which is at 505
Storke Road, but accessed from Whittier Drive, a half block west of Storke Road. Parking is available
in the lot next to the Visitor plaza. If no parking is available in the lot, substantial street parking should be
available adjacent to the parking lot. Dogs on leashes are allowed.
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Plant of the Month

Apricot Globemallow/
Desert Globemalllow
(Sphaeralcea ambigua)

Sphaeralcea ambigua, commonly known as Desert
Globemallow, is a member of the genus Sphaeralcea in the
mallow family (Malvaceae). It is a perennial shrub native to

parts of California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona in the U.S.;
and Sonora and Baja California in Northwest Mexico.

Desert Globemallow grows well in alkaline soils, both

sandy and clay, usually in creosote bush scrub and desert
chaparral habitats of the Mojave Desert and Sonoran Desert
ecoregions. There are 3 varieties: Sphaeralcea ambigua var.
ambigua; Sphaeralcea ambigua var. rosacea (flower more
lavender-colored); and Sphaeralcea ambigua var. rugosa.
Sphaeralcea ambigua leaves are fuzzy with white hairs on
both sides, lobed, veined, and on long stems, the number of

which increase with age. The flowers are bowl-shaped, five-petaled, apricot to dark orange red in color, and
bloom in the spring and intermittently throughout the year. The fruit is a brown capsule containing numerous
seeds, first quite spherical as implied by the genus name, later flattening to a disk. Apricot Globemallow/Desert
Globemallow, Sphaeralcea ambigua var. ambigua with ground nesting Globemallow Bees, Diadasia diminuta,
Ventura CA; Photo credit: Kris Oblenkamp. Text courtesy of Calscape.

July Board Meeting Ongoing Habitat Restoration
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Our next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July Projects Need Volunteers!
2nd at 7pm on Zoom. If you're curious about what goes *  Wildlife Habitat Improvement at Harmon Canyon:
on behind the scenes, check us out! This month we will be contact Terri at terrilburgess@aol.com or sign up at:
discussing the revamp of the Strategic Plan. We have lots of https://www.venturalandtrust.org/whip

cool things in store including more in-person gatheringsand |\ g; ng at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park

collaborative projects. All are welcome to attend! Meeting

takes place on the first Saturday of the month from
Zoom link: https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83005195780

10 am to 12 pm. Email to carp parks@yahoo.com

to get on the mailing list or call Andrea at 805-886-

4382 for more information.

Mark Your Calendars

*  Sisar Canyon Trail in Los Padres National Forest.

August 24: The Ventura Land Trust will again host Please email Carolyn. There is no set schedule but

the fabulously inspiring Wild and Scenic Film Festival. .
Thursday mornings seem to work for now.
CNPSCI will host a prominent booth to share our
passion about CA Native Plants. If you are interested in
joining us as a booth volunteer please contact CNPSCI
at cnpschannelislands@gmail.com—you'll receive free
admission to the film for working with us! For more

information and tickets to the film festival, please visit:

https://www.venturalandtrust.org/wild-scenic-film-festival
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