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CNPS Channel Islands
April 2024 Newsletter 

Spring Plant Sale! 
Saturday, April 20, 2024 from 11am–3pm at the 

Agriculture Museum 
926 Railroad Ave., Santa Paula, CA 93060

The online portion of the plant sale will launch on 
Wednesday, April 3rd. More info to come in another email!



3rd Annual Wildflower & Weed Show 
Saturday April 20, 2024 11am-3pm

Agriculture Museum 
926 Railroad Avenue, Santa Paula 93060

This month, we will not have a Zoom or in-person 
program on the third Tuesday of the month. Instead, 
we are putting all our energy into the Third Annual 
Wildflower and Weed Show and CNPSCI 
Spring Plant Sale which will take place Saturday, 
April 20 from 11-3 at the Agriculture Museum, 926 
Railroad Avenue, Santa Paula. This free event includes 
kids activities, a display of several hundred local 
flowering plants, a lecture on edible plants by Antonio 
Sanchez, information on pollinators, iNaturalist 
training and weed detection, Master Gardener tours 
of the museum’s native plant garden, information on 
gardening with natives, and hundreds of potted native 
plants for sale (ready for planting in your garden!). 
Mark your calendars for a great opportunity to learn 
about the plants of our area. This event has a lot of 
moving parts. If you would like to help us with the 
wildflower and weed show, we would love your help! 
Please email us at cnpschannelislands@gmail.com

INVITING CALIFORNIA TO DINNER: BRINGING CALIFORNIA
NATIVE PLANT FOODS INTO YOUR LIFE AND THE FUTURE
OF NATIVE PLANT AGRICULTURE  WITH ANTONIO SANCHEZ
AT 12 NOON

  

WILDFLOWER
& WEED SHOW

SPRING PLANT SALE
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, CHANNEL ISLANDS CHAPTER 

WILDFLOWER & WEED SPECIMEN SHOW

GARDEN TOURS BY THE UC MASTER GARDENERS

KIDS ACTIVITIES!

LOCAL WILDFLOWER, WEED, AND POLLINATOR INFORMATION
iNATURALIST DEMONSTRATION

1 GALLON & 4"  PLANTS FOR SALE
EXPERTS ON HAND TO ADVISE YOU

3RD ANNUAL VENTURA COUNTY

SATURDAY, APRIL 20,  2024
11AM–3PM
AGRICULTURE MUSEUM
926 RAILROAD AVE. SANTA PAULA, CA 93060
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April Botany Hike
Santa Barbara County 
Figueroa Mountain
Saturday, April 13, 2024
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Leader: Andrea Adams-Morden

**RSVP REQUIRED: email cnpschannelislands@gmail.com to reserve a spot and please let us 
know your name, phone number, and whether or not you can be a driver on this trip. If you 
can drive, let us know the number of people you can take. This trip is limited to five cars and 
whatever number of people we can fit inside them. We will need to arrange carpools ahead of 
time. Please see more logistical information on our website. 

The Figueroa Mtn wildflower trip will be a car caravan that will travel from Los Olivos/Santa Ynez to Figueroa Mountain 
along Figueroa Mountain Road. We will make multiple stops along Figueroa Mountain Road that will include oak 
woodland, grassland, and serpentine barrens habitat. If the road up the mountain is open, we may also make stops in pine 
forest. Wildflowers seen on prior trips include goldfields, mariposa lilies, lupines, poppies, manzanita, and paintbrush. A 
wildflower guide for the area is available here.

DIRECTIONS:We will meet at the Los Olivos Grocery Store (2621 Hwy 154, Santa Ynez) parking lot at 10 am. We 
expect to return to the store by 5 pm. We may walk off trail at some stops. Please wear hiking boots and dress in layers. 
Bring water, a hat, and food for the day. Since we will need to park along the road at various stops, this trip is limited 
to five cars and whatever number of people will fit inside them. We will not be able to leave cars for the day at the Los 
Olivos Grocery Store, and so it would be a good idea to arrange carpools prior to arrival at the grocery store or know 
where you can leave your car for the day nearby.

Eschscholzia caespitosa is a species in the Papaveraceae 
(Poppy) family known by the common names Tufted Poppy 
and Foothill poppy. It is native to western North America 
from Oregon to Baja California where it is a member of 
the chaparral plant community. In California it is found 
primarily in the central Coast Ranges, the Sierra foothills, 
and the Transverse Range. This is an annual herb which is 
quite similar in appearance to its relative, the California 
Poppy (Eschscholzia californica). It produces patches of foliage 
made up of several leaflets per leaf and thin, erect stems up 
to 30 centimeters in height. The poppy flower has orange to 
yellow petals each one to two and a half centimeters long. 
The fruit is a cylindrical capsule 4 to 8 centimeters long 
containing tiny dark netted seeds. 
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Rancho Sierra Vista–Satwiwa Hike Review
The Rancho Sierra Vista-Satwiwa hike led by David Torfeh in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area on 
March 9, 2024 had 19 attendees. Participants learned or became reacquainted with numerous chaparral, coastal sage 
scrub, and grassland plants. Two large stands of pink and white shooting star (Primula clevelandii), scattered blue dicks 
(Dipterostemon capitatus ssp. capitatus), a California peony (Paeonia californica), clusters of leafy California buckwheat 
(Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum) and California brittlebush (Encelia californica), and a single greenbark ceanothus 
(Ceanothus spinosus) shrub were seen in bloom and really stood out. Halfway down an inaccessible hillside slope, a huge 
stand of yellow flowers in the Sunflower family (Asteraceae) puzzled us.  The group almost made it to the waterfall, but the 
final approach to the falls was washed out, so we turned around at the creek crossing. At the end of the hike, a few of the 
hikers took a tour of the SAMO Nursery (under the guidance of Antonio Sanchez) that grows all of the plants for habitat 
restoration purposes in the recreation area. It was a warm, beautiful day.

Wheeler Gorge Nature Trail Hike Review
On February 17th, 2024, sunlit skies greeted 22 hikers at Wheeler Gorge 
Nature Trail in the Los Padres National Forest.  Three botanists called out 
plant names to participants along the trail as chaparral and riparian habitats 
were traversed.  Participants were enthusiastic. While there wasn’t a 
tremendous amount of taxa in bloom, people enjoyed the attractive setting 
(higher mountains to the north and thickly wooded North Matilija Creek and 
its tributaries on all the other sides) and learning about the shrubs and trees. 
We encountered the rare Fish’s milkwort (Rhinotropis [Polygala] cornuta var. 
fishiae) and the uncommon cliff-hugging arching rockcress (Boechera arcuata). 
Toward the end, we wandered back to the Visitor Center (where most people 
had parked) along the eastern shoulder of Hwy 33 and found California sand-
aster (Corethrogyne filaginifolia) and skunk bush (Rhus aromatica).

Sisar Canyon Weeding Group
In an effort to manage the mustard, oxalis, horehound and other 
invasive plants, a weeding group for Sisar Canyon Trail in the 
upper Ojai Valley has been started. We have met twice and are 
making some headway. If you are interested in lending a hand 
and couple hours here and there, please email Carolyn. There 
is no set schedule but Thursday mornings seem to work for now. 
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Rhus aromatica —Carolyn Warren.

Action shot
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Plant of the Month
White Globe Lily (Calochortus albus)

Calochortus albus is a species in the genus Calochortus in the family Liliaceae. It is also known by the common names 
fairy lantern, white fairy lantern, pink fairy lantern, lantern of the fairies, globe lily, white globe lily, white globe-tulip, 
alabaster tulip, Indian bells, satin bells, snowy lily-bell, and snow drops. Flowers from late March- April-June- early 
July. Widespread in shady to open woods and scrub, partially shaded grasslands, exposed coastal bluffs, and is often 
found in rocky places. Height: 20-30-60-80 cm high at maturity. Stems: Stems are erect, to arching, slender, glaucous, 
and simple to branching, reaching 7. 5- 20- 70- 80 cm. Flowers are delicate, pendent, nodding, 2-3 cm closed orbs of 
pearly white, to pink, to deep pink, to almost wine-red, occasionally greenish.Text courtesy of calscape.org. 
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Ventura County
•	 Chumash Trail off of Highway 1, Point Mugu State Park

•	 Gridley Trail, Ojai, Los Padres National Forest

•	 Grotto Trail off of Yerba Buena Road, SMMNRA

•	 Harmon Canyon off of Foothill Road, Ventura

•	 Lake Eleanor Open Space, Westlake

•	 Mishe Mokwa Trail off of Yerba Buena Road, SMMNRA

•	 Rancho Sierra Vista-Satwiwa off of Potrero/Lynn Road, SMMNRA

•	 Sisar Canyon off of Highway 150, Los Padres National Forest

•	 Ventura Botanical Gardens off of Poli Street, California Section (fee)

•	 Wheeler Gorge Nature Trail off of Highway 33, Los Padres NF

•	 Wildwood Park, Thousand Oaks

•	 Wills Canyon, Ventura River Preserve, Meiners Oaks

San Luis Obispo County
•	 Carrizo Plain National Monument south of Hwy 58

•	 Fiscalini Ranch Preserve, Cambria, off of Highway 1

•	 Shell Creek off of Highway 58

“Hot Spots” for Spring Wildflower Viewing
Santa Barbara County:
•	 Aliso Loop Nature Trail (when accessible) off of Paradise Road

•	 Figueroa Mountain (north of Santa Ynez Valley)

•	 Franklin Trail, Carpinteria

•	 Lover’s Loop Trail, Los Olivos, off of Figueroa Mountain Road

•	 San Ysidro Trail off of Hwy. 192, Montecito

•	 Santa Barbara Botanic Garden off of Mission Canyon Road (fee)

Los Angeles County:
•	 Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve SNR off of Lancaster Road 

(parking fee)

•	 King Gillette Ranch,Las Virgenes Road & Mulholland Highway, SMMNR

•	 Malibu Creek State Park off of Las Virgenes Road

•	 Paramount Ranch off of Cornell Road, Agoura, SMMNRA

•	 Pentachaeta Trail, Westlake

•	 Tejon Ranch (permission required)

Calochortus albus—Carolyn Warren.



6

Mark Your Calendars
•	 April 3, 2024: Terri Burgess will present a talk to the Camarillo Rotary club on the activities of CNPS, CNPSCI and on the 

value and joy of gardening with native plants.

•	 April 13-20: California Native Plant Week

•	 April 27, 2024: We will be tabling from 11 am to 3 pm at Birdsong Ranch at the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s Rewild 
Garden Tour event. The tabling location is at 8442 Santa Ana Rd, Ventura, CA 93001. Information about the event is here

•	 May 4: Santa Barbara Grasslands Hike/Tour 9 a.m.-12 p.m. with Dale Parks. Must RSVP when this goes on the website.

•	 May 5: Plant ID workshop with SLO Chapter. Pre-registration required. More information here

•	 May 18: Tabling at Ventura’s 2nd annual Pollinator Palooza at Barranca Vista Park, 7050 Ralston St, Ventura, CA 93003

•	 June 1: Arroyo Hondo Preserve Hike, Santa Barbara County, $10 per person to Preserve Manager at time of hike. Must RSVP 
when this goes on the website.

CNPS-SLO Workshop: Plant Identification in the Field

Sunday, May 5, 2024, 9:30-am-2pm

Johnson Ranch Open Space, San Luis Obispo 93060

Local botanists Kristen Nelson and Dena Grossenbacher will 
lead a field workshop aimed at helping biologists improve 
their plant keying skills. Participants will key plants in the field 
to family, genus and species using the new edition of the Flora 
of San Luis Obispo County, California (FSLOC), by Dr. 
David Keil. This is an intermediate-level workshop —working 
knowledge of plant terminology and dichotomous keys are 
pre-requisites.

Advance registration required, $35, beginning in mid-
March, via cnpsslo.org (All Calendar Events). The website 
will have more information about the class, pre-requisites, 
logistics, and contacts.

Board Meetings and 
Open Positions
CNPSCI Board Meetings are open to all members! We meet on 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7pm, usually by Zoom. We are 
always looking for new voices on the board and currently have 
the positions of President and Vice-President open. Our current 
secretary is also looking for a replacement and would like to start 
training someone new. You also have the option of being a member-
at-large if you can’t swing an executive position. So if you have 
some interest in attending a meeting to check it out, please contact 
us for the Zoom link and more information. 

Ribes malvaceum—Carolyn Warren.
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