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CNPS Channel Islands
March 2024 Newsletter 

Monthly Meeting (2nd Tuesday)
Botany, Brews & Bubbles!

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 from 5:30-8pm at Topa Topa Brewing 
4880 Colt St., Ventura 93003
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March Botany Hike
Ventura County 
Rancho Sierra Vista-Satwiwa, Santa Monica Mountains, Thousand Oaks
Saturday, March 9, 2024
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Leader: David Torfeh

** RSVP REQUIRED: Call or text (805) 794-5334 to reserve a spot. That way, if there are any 

changes of the day or time of the hike due to rain or closures, we can let you know. 

Biologist David Torfeh will lead us around Rancho Sierra Vista-Satwiwa, part of the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area, where chaparral and coastal sage scrub habitats dominate. The pink and white shooting star (Primula 
clevelandii) with reflexed petals, captivating blue dicks (Dipterostemon capitatus ssp. capitatus), and if we are lucky, 
chocolate lilies (Fritillaria biflora var. biflora) can be found here at this time of the year. Bring water, a lunch, and wear 
lug-soled boots/shoes. We will meet in the main parking lot near the restrooms at 9:00 a.m.

Directions: Take the 101 Freeway to the Wendy Drive exit in Newbury Park. If you’re coming eastbound from Santa 
Barbara, Ojai, Ventura, or Camarillo, go straight at the traffic signal from the exit ramp and head west on Old Conejo 
Road to Reino Road and turn left.  If you’re coming westbound on the 101 Freeway from Simi Valley, Oak Park, 
Westlake, eastern Thousand Oaks, or other points to the east, turn left from the Wendy Drive exit ramp, drive over the 
freeway overpass, then turn right on Old Conejo Road, proceeding to Reino Road where you turn left. Continue on 
Reino Road to Lynn Road and turn right. Lynn Road becomes Potrero Road. Turn left at Via Goleta, drive roughly a 
half mile to the main parking lot, and park there.

Reservations required: Call or text (805) 794-5334 to reserve a spot. That way, if there are any changes 
of the day or time of the hike due to rain or closures, we can let you know. 
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Wildflower & Weed Show + Spring Plant Sale

CNPS-SLO Workshop: Plant Identification in the Field

Sunday, May 5, 2024, 9:30-am-2pm

Johnson Ranch Open Space, San Luis Obispo 93060

Saturday April 20, 2024 
11am-3pm

Agriculture Museum
926 Railroad Avenue, 
Santa Paula 93060

This free event includes kids activities, a 
display of several hundred local flowering 
plants, a lecture on edible plants, information 
on pollinators, iNaturalist training and weed 
detection, Master Gardener tours of the 
museum’s native plant garden, information on 
gardening with natives, and hundreds of potted 
native plants for sale (ready for planting in 
your garden!). Mark your calendars for a great 
opportunity to learn about the plants of our area. 
This event has a lot of moving parts. If you would 
like to help us with the wildflower and weed show 
or plant sale, we would love your help! Please 
email us at cnpschannelislands@gmail.com

Local botanists Kristen Nelson and Dena Grossenbacher 
will lead a field workshop aimed at helping biologists 
improve their plant keying skills. Participants will key 
plants in the field to family, genus and species using the 
new edition of the Flora of San Luis Obispo County, 
California (FSLOC), by Dr. David Keil. This is an 
intermediate-level workshop - working knowledge of plant 
terminology and dichotomous keys are pre-requisites.

Advance registration required, $35, beginning in mid-
March, via cnpsslo.org (All Calendar Events). The website 
will have more information about the class, pre-requisites, 
logistics, and contacts.

INVITING CALIFORNIA TO DINNER: BRINGING CALIFORNIA
NATIVE PLANT FOODS INTO YOUR LIFE AND THE FUTURE
OF NATIVE PLANT AGRICULTURE  WITH ANTONIO SANCHEZ
AT 12 NOON

  

WILDFLOWER
& WEED SHOW

SPRING PLANT SALE
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, CHANNEL ISLANDS CHAPTER 

WILDFLOWER & WEED SPECIMEN SHOW

GARDEN TOURS BY THE UC MASTER GARDENERS

KIDS ACTIVITIES!

LOCAL WILDFLOWER, WEED, AND POLLINATOR INFORMATION
iNATURALIST DEMONSTRATION

1 GALLON & 4"  PLANTS FOR SALE
EXPERTS ON HAND TO ADVISE YOU

3RD ANNUAL VENTURA COUNTY

SATURDAY, APRIL 20,  2024
11AM–3PM
AGRICULTURE MUSEUM
926 RAILROAD AVE. SANTA PAULA, CA 93060

mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=
https://cnpsslo.org/event/plant-id-in-the-field-2024/


Scholarship Winner Announcement!

We were so pleased to receive five terrific applications for the 2024 CNPSCI student scholarship. It was not an easy 
task, but the scholarship committee would like to congratulate and introduce Selene Lopez of CSUCI as this year’s 
scholarship recipient. Selene is a double major in Biology and Environmental Science & Resource Management and her 
project is titled “Antibacterial Effects of (Medicinally Important) Chumash Plants”. Selene will receive $1500 to 
support her research, a gift membership to CNPSCI  and the opportunity to share her research results with CNPSCI at 
a future chapter meeting. The other 4 applicants will also receive gift memberships to CNPSCI. Thank you to all of the 
applicants! And thank you to all of the people who donated to the scholarship and made this opportunity possible!

Plant of the Month
Canyon Silktassel (Garrya veatchii)

Garrya veatchii is a species of flowering shrub known by the common names canyon silktassel and Veatch silktassel. It is 
native to the chaparral hills of southern California and Baja California. This is a small treelike or bushy shrub reaching 
maximum heights near two meters. It has oval-shaped leaves 3 to 9 centimeters long and about half as wide with 
margins flat, wavy, or slightly rolled, and undersides covered thinly to thickly in woolly hairs. It produces long, hanging 
flower clusters of light-colored flowers, those on female plants giving way to hanging clusters of fruits. The fruit is a 
spherical to egg-shaped berry covered in a soft coat of hairs.

They are evergreen dioecious wind-pollinated shrubs growing to 1–5 m (3–16 ft) tall. The leaves are arranged in 
opposite pairs, and are simple, leathery, dark green to gray-green, ovate, 3–15 cm (1–6 in) long, with an entire margin 
and a short petiole. The flowers are gray-green catkins, short and spreading when first produced in late summer; the 
male catkins becoming long (3–20 cm (1–8 in)) and pendulous in late winter when shedding pollen; the female catkins 
usually a little shorter and less pendulous. The fruit is a round dry berry containing two seeds.Text courtesy of calscape.org. 
Photos by Carolyn Warren.
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Male Female



Next week we have a very full Weed Management 
Area meeting (Thursday March 7th 1pm to 3pm).  
It will take place at the Ventura County Agriculture 
Weights and Measures Harvest Room 555 Airport 
Way Suite E (off Pleasant Valley Road). We all have 
worked on early detection rapid response for new/
rare/limited range invasive weeds. For this meeting 
we will focus on removing relatively common weeds 
that impact rare plants. Jutta Burger will discuss 
invasive plants that impact rare plants along our 
central coast. Neysa Frechette works with a coalition 
that has helped restore the habitat of the El Segundo 
Blue Butterfly in area near LAX through removal of 
invasive plants (including ice plant).

Zoom link for meeting if you can’t attend in person. 

We have some primo wildflower viewing spots all 
within two hours of  Ventura County. Carpool with 
some friends and go on a field trip!

Los Angeles/Santa Monica

San Gabriel Mountains

San Luis Obispo

Kern County

CSUCI School of Arts and Sciences will host 
a STEAM carnival–it’s FREE and will feature 
numerous activities for preK-8th grade and their 
families. CNPSCI will have a booth and will 
have several native plant and pollinator-focused 
activities. Please email us here if you are interested 
in volunteering at the table (cnpschannelislands@
gmail.com)

For more information:  https://www.csuci.edu/
steamcarnival/. The carnival and parking are FREE 
but please pre-register https://csuci.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_6m2avXfwEJXxcpg  

Weed Management Meeting

Thursday, March 7, 1-3pm

County of Ventura 
Agriculture/Weights & 
Measures

555 Airport Way, Ste E, 
Camarillo

Outreach News

Saturday, March 9, 2-5pm

Check out nearby chapters 
for spring wildflower hikes
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Mark Your Calendars
•	 April 3, 2024: Terri Burgess will present a talk to the Camarillo Rotary club on the activities of CNPS, CNPSCI and on the 

value and joy of gardening with native plants.

•	 April 13-20: California Native Plant Week

•	 Saturday, April 20: Spring Plant Sale/Wildflower and Weed Show from 11-3 at the Agriculture Museum, 926 Railroad 
Avenue, Santa Paula. Mark your calendars for a great opportunity to learn about the plants of our area. This event has a lot of 
moving parts. If you would like to help us with the wildflower and weed show or plant sale, we would love your help! Please 
email us at cnpschannelislands@gmail.com

•	 May 5: Plant ID workshop with SLO Chapter. Pre-registration required. More information here

•	 May 18: Tabling at Ventura’s 2nd annual Pollinator Palooza at Barranca Vista Park, 7050 Ralston St, Ventura, CA 93003

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89271557797?pwd=ZmRYUGhSelZhTExmL21tSno3QzBBdz09
https://chapters.cnps.org/lasmm/
https://www.cnps-sgm.org/index.php
https://www.cnps-sgm.org/index.php
https://cnpsslo.org/
https://cnpsslo.org/
https://chapters.cnps.org/kern/
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=
 https://www.csuci.edu/steamcarnival/
 https://www.csuci.edu/steamcarnival/
https://csuci.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6m2avXfwEJXxcpg 
https://csuci.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6m2avXfwEJXxcpg 
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=
https://cnpsslo.org/event/plant-id-in-the-field-2024/
https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/1723/Events

