CNPS Channel Islands
February 2024 Newsletter

Monthly Meeting
Guest Speaker Annie Ayers will discuss

Touring the Consortium of California Herbaria Database
(CCHZ2): an introduction to botanical museums and the
resources they provide

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 7pm at the
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Library

Join us for our monthly chapter meeting on February 20th at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Library. Board
member and Garden botanist, Annie Ayers, will present on the power of botanical museums. After an introduction
to herbaria, Ayers will showcase the resources available on the statewide botanical natural history collection website
— known as the Consortium of California Herbaria (CCH2). Together we will learn about the botanical information
herbaria provide to anyone interested in searching.
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February Botany and Bird Hike

Wheeler Gorge Trail Nature Trail

Los Padres National Forest, Ventura County
Saturday, February 3rd (alternate date in case
of rain is February 17)

9am-1pm

**Carpool meets at 8:20am-see directions below
Leader: David Torfeh

Local biologist David Torfeh will lead a hike with slight elevation gain at Wheeler Gorge Nature Trail (and vicinity)

to see what’s blooming and what’s not. Participants will get practice at identifying plants and birds of this portion of
the western Transverse Ranges. There are chaparral, riparian woodland, and a bit of oak woodland habitats at the site.
Found along the creek are western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), white alder (Alnus rhombifolia), mugwort (Artemisia
douglasiana) and coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia). In the brushier areas, one finds birch-leaf mountain-
mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides), holly-leafed cherry (Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia), hollyleaf redberry
(Rhamnus ilicifolia), California coffeberry (Frangula californica), hoaryleaf ceanothus (Ceanothus crassifolius var. crassifolius),
hairy ceanothus (Ceanothus oliganthus), coffee fern (Pellaea andromedifolia), southern honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata

var. denudata), golden-yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorum), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), and
purple sage (Salvia leucophylla). Some of these may be in flower. Birds such as California towhee, Bewick’s wren, red-
tailed hawk, California quail, and dark-eyed junco can be seen or heard at this location. Nonnative plants such as smilo
grass (Stipa miliacea var. miliacea) and white horehound (Marrubium vulgare) will also be pointed out. Bring water, snacks,
a hat, and binoculars. Wear lug-soled [hiking] boots/shoes and sunscreen. Temperatures in the mountains are hard to

predict, so dress in layers.

Meet at 9:00 a.m. 0.6 mile north of the Wheeler Gorge Visitor Center on the east (right) shoulder of Hwy 33 just
north of the north end of the closed Wheeler Gorge Campground. This is where the Wheeler Gorge Nature Trail
begins. There are restrooms and additional parking available at the Wheeler Gorge Visitor Center. Note: parking at the

trailhead is very limited.

Directions: From Ventura, Oxnard, Camarillo, Thousand Oaks, and Los Angeles, take the 101 Frwy to Hwy 33.
Exit onto Hwy 33 going north toward Ojai. Hwy 33 will merge with Hwy 150 and veer east to Ojai after it crosses
Baldwin Road. If you want to carpool (because parking at the hike site is limited to about 3 vehicles),
meet at the Rotary Community Park parking lot on the right (catty corner from the Vons shopping
center) in Ojai at 8:20 a.m. just past the traffic signal where Hwy 33 separates from Hwy 150 (Ojai
Avenue). Take Hwy 33 north 9.6 miles from Hwy 150 (Ojai Avenue) into the Los Padres National Forest. On the
right (immediately past a small bridge) will be Wheeler Gorge Nature Trail. If you can’t find parking at the trailhead,
backtrack 0.6 mile to the Wheeler Gorge Visitor Center and park there. Please allow an extra 4 minutes of travel
time (for a total of up to 25 minutes) on Hwy 33 north of Ojai due to the presence of two solar-powered temporary
traffic signals for one-lane portions of the road which can each have up to 2-minute delays. From Goleta, Santa
Barbara, and Carpinteria, take the 101 freeway toward Ventura and exit onto Hwy 33 just as you get to Ventura.
From there, follow the directions above. An alternate route would be to take the 101 Frwy to the Hwy 150 exit in
eastern Carpinteria and proceed on Hwy 150 about 22.5 miles to just past the traffic signal at the Vons shopping center
in western Ojai. Then follow the directions above starting with “If you want to carpool...” From Santa Paula and
downtown Ojai, take Hwy 150 to the Rotary Community Park parking lot on the left just before the traffic signal at
the Vons shopping center in western Ojai, then follow the directions above starting with “If you want to carpool...”
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Hike Recap of Jesusita Trail

On the morning of January 27, 2024, sixteen people took part in the Trees and Shrubs hike on the Jesusita Trail in
Santa Barbara. Nestled in the foothills of the SantaYnez Mountains, we began our outing next to the Cater Water
Treatment Plant on San Roque Road and strolled about 2.5 miles roundtrip through chaparral, riparian woodland,
and oak woodland habitats. Retired biologist Kate Symonds gave informative presentations at several stops along the
way using really helpful visual aids. Participants learned how to distinguish arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis) from other
willows, identify toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) and various native trees, such as western sycamore (Platanus racemosa),
coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia), and California bay laurel (Umbellularia californica), and learned about some
of their adaptations for survival. Participants were shown the difference between male and female flowers on arroyo
willows and on coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), learned about the life cycles of the wasps and other insects that cause
gall formation on coast live oaks and willows, and were treated to a sample of tasty roasted California bay laurel fruits.
Temperatures were generally moderate and there was a lot of shade and running water. It was a very scenic area with

the overhanging western sycamores, willows, and oaks, and the dramatic backdrop of the SantaYnez Mountains.

Plant of the Month

Milkmaids (Cardamine californica)

Milkmaids (Cardamine californica—also Dentaria californica)
is a perennial herb in the family Brassicaceae, native to
western North America from Washington to California
and Baja California. It is common in a variety of habitats
including shady slopes, open woodlands, chaparral and
grasslands in the winter and early spring. In our area, it is
one of the first spring wildflowers to bloom, The flowers
are produced on a spike, each flower about 1/2 inch in
diameter with four white petals. The flower closes its
petals in late afternoon as the sun goes down and nods its
pedicel before a rain, protecting the pollen. Text courtesy of
calscape.org and photo courtesy of Keir Morse.

©)



Community Invited to a BioBlitz at the Goleta Butterfly Grove

Calling all nature enthusiasts and citizen scientists! The
Goleta Butterfly Grove at Ellwood Mesa will soon be the site of
an exciting BioBlitz event on Saturday, February 10, 2024, from
9:30 — 11:30 a.m. The City of Goleta’s Parks and Open Space
Division and UC Santa Barbara’s Cheadle Center for Biodiversity
and Ecological Restoration invite the community to participate in

a point-in-time inventory of biodiversity at the Butterfly Grove.

This hands-on experience promises an engaging and educational

opportunity for residents of all ages to connect with nature and

BUTTE RF LY I foster a deeper understanding of environmental conservation.
G ROVE &CITY OF GOLETA

Join us for a community inventory of biodiversity at the many to expect and can nOtify you of any ChangeS. RSVP here
Goleta Butterfly Grove using iNaturalist on your smart phone.

Saturday, February 10, 9:30-11:30am

RSVP by Friday, February 9th at noon so we know how

Meet at the Ellwood Mesa Open Space & Sperling Preserve parking lot.

CityofGoleta.org/Ellwood

What is a BioBlitz? It’s a fun and educational event to explore and document the incredible biodiversity around us. The
goal is to identify and record as many plants, animals, fungi, and other species as possible in a single day. The BioBlitz will
bring together community members for a half-day of scientific exploration, environmental learning, and data collection.
Participants will become citizen scientists, contributing valuable data to ongoing biodiversity research, and playing a role
in the conservation of important habitat for plants and wildlife. This BioBlitz will be used as an informal baseline survey of
biodiversity at the Goleta Butterfly Grove before the City enters the next phase of enhancement and restoration. Surveys
can be conducted in different seasons this year and again after several years to track changes in plants, birds, insects, and

other living things.
Event Details:

Location: Ellwood Mesa - Meet at the Parking Lot at 7729 Hollister Avenue, Goleta

Cost: Free to attend

Bring: Comfortable walking shoes, Water bottle, Sunscreen, Hat, Snacks, Whatever else you need for your comfort,
Smartphone for documentation, Binoculars (optional), Download iNaturalist to your smartphone. Join the “BioBlitz
Ellwood Mesa” project.

No experience is necessary — all ages and skill levels are welcome! Whether you’re a seasoned naturalist or just curious
about the world around you, this event is for you. Spread the word and bring your friends — the more, the merrier!

The Goleta Butterfly Grove BioBlitz is co-hosted by The City of Goleta’s Parks and Open Space Division, UC Santa
Barbara’s Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration, and LegacyWorks Group. This event is funded by the

California State Coastal Conservancy.
Can kids attend?

Yes, this event is open to kids. The Cheadle Center will provide a kids’ program for ages 6-10.Young scientists who want to

join the data collection groups are also welcome to join the adults who are exploring the site.
Parking

Park your car at Ellwood Mesa Open Space & Sperling Preserve parking area, 7729 Hollister Avenue, across the street from
Ellwood Elementary (view on Google Maps).
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https://forms.gle/kh1NtYMBhazH8x2E7
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Parking+lot,+7729+Hollister+Ave,+Goleta,+CA+93117/@34.4290885,-119.8969917,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80e947469bea4577:0xb67ed46b778373a8!8m2!3d34.4290997!4d-119.896977!16s%2Fg%2F11bw4f5h3_?entry=ttu

Outreach and Volunteer News

The Native Plant Festival/ OPAC in Oxnard January 13 was a wonderful event. We talked with hundreds of people,
gave away bookmarks, Flora and Artemisia Magazines, seed packages, and loads of information on CNPS conservation
efforts, our chapter’s meetings, hikes, the scholarship, and our passion for native plant gardening. CNPSCI sponsored
and facilitated the showing of Saging the World. This film is now available on YouTube.

Terri Burgess gave a presentation to the Organic Gardening Club of Ventura County on January 23, 2024. It was
well attended and we got excellent questions and feedback. Several CNPSCI members were on hand and helped field
questions and invigorate the conversation.

There are always opportunities to help around the house! Our chapter has various committees that are fun to join—

outreach, plant sales, and conservation to name a few. If you are interested in these opportunities, please email us

Planting Day

A planting event put on by the Ventura County Resource
Conservation District is scheduled for February 9th at 9am at
Sterling Hills Golf Course, 901 Sterling Hills Dr., Camarillo). It
would be great to have experienced volunteer helpers. You should

bring the usual stuff: water, gloves, tennis shoes would be fine, snack,

sunscreen. RSVP by email to info{@vcrcd.org

Scholarship News
The 2024 scholarship application closed January 31st. The awardee

g Sterling Hills

4 Golf Club
901 Sterling Hills Dr. Camarillo
Meet at main parking lot at 9am
RSVP email info@vcred.org

will be announced mid-February. Thanks to all the applicants! And
thanks to all the donors who make this scholarship possible. To
review past awardees visit our scholarship page on our website.

Mark Your Calendars
* Saturday, April 20th | Spring Plant Sale at the Agriculture Museum in Santa Paula
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_V7NoB1UPU8
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=
https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/scholarship/
mailto:info%40vcrcd.org?subject=

