
CNPS Channel Islands
October 2023 Newsletter 

Monthly Meeting with the Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter

Tuesday, October 10th (2nd Tuesday instead of 3rd) at 7pm on Zoom

Guest Speaker Jordan Collins will discuss

Botanical Resources of the Santa Clara (Utom) River Watersheds

We are trying something a little different in October. We are joining with the Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter to 
promote their Chapter Meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at 7 pm. Therefore, we will not be holding our own 
Chapter meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of October. Because of the importance of this talk, we wanted to promote it to 
our members.

Jordan’s talk will provide a detailed summary of the botanical resources (both vascular and non-vascular plants) 
of the watershed of the Santa Clara River (called Utom by the Chumash). The Utom Watershed botanical study 
provides a description of the biogeography of the watershed and its flora with over 2,300 plant taxa reported for 
the region. The study’s findings will support the conservation of these resources, as well as appropriate land use 
decisions made within and adjacent to the watershed.
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https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/88411095891?pwd=TUFOU2ZBSTNYN3Vtc0NEbXk2VVB5UT09


Botany Hike
Rattlesnake Canyon, 
Santa Ynez Mountains, Santa Barbara County 
Sunday, October 8, 2023  
9am-12pm 
Leader: Andrea Adams-Morden

A botany hike at the lushly vegetated Rattlesnake Canyon in Santa Barbara will be led by naturalist Andrea Adams-Mor-
den on Sunday October 8, 2023 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  The trail is moderately steep. We expect to see Plummer’s 
baccharis (Baccharis plummerae), Fort Tejon milk aster or silver rock lettuce (Stephanomeria cichoriacea), various 
gooseberries and currants (Ribes species), and snowdrop bush (was Styrax officinalis, now Styrax redivivus), among 
other plants.  There is some poison oak along the trail. 

Meet at the Skofield Park parking lot on Las Canoas Road at 9 a.m.  There are bathrooms a bit of a walk down into the 
park.  We will hike approximately 3/4 mile up the Rattlesnake Canyon trail to at least the first creek crossing, learning 
about the flora along the way.  Bring a hand lens, water, and snacks.  Please wear lug-soled [hiking] boots and sun-
screen.   Anything more than drizzle cancels the hike.

Directions: Take the Mission Street exit from the 101 in Santa Barbara and turn northeast.  Go about 1 mile to Laguna 
Street.  Turn left and go 3 blocks to East Los Olivos Street. You will see the Santa Barbara Mission.  Turn right at the 
4-way stop and keep to the left at the fork.  East Los Olivos Street will become Mission Canyon Road.  Go 0.7 miles 
to Foothill Road.  Turn right and go 0.25 mile to a 3-way stop.  Turn left on Mission Canyon Road to Las Canoas Road, 
where you turn right and proceed about 1.2 miles to the Skofield Park parking lot.

Hike Recap—iNaturalist Bioblitz at Los Robles Open Space, Thousand Oaks

Seven people (including Andrea Adams-Morden leading) took part in the iNaturalist bioblitz at Los Robles Open 
Space on Saturday, September 9, 2023. Participants learned to use iNaturalist (or practiced if they were already 
familiar with the app) to document plant and other biota sightings.  It had rained within the last few days.  We found 
quite a variety of plants: goldback fern (Pentagramma triangularis), southern honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata var. 
denudata), gold dust lichen, scarlet monkeyflower (Erythranthe cardinalis), an evening primrose species seedhead, 
sacapellote (Acourtia microcephala), many-flowered monkeyflower (Erythranthe floribunda), purple nightshade 
(Solanum xanti), deerweed (Acmispon glaber var. glaber), sanicle (Pacific?) species, hollyleaf redberry (Rhamnus 
ilicifolia), giant rye (Elymus condensatus), greenspot nightshade (Solanum douglasii), greenbark ceanothus (Ceanoth-
us spinosus), California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), bracket fungus, purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), poison oak 
(Toxicodendron diversilobum), horseweed (Erigeron canadensis). black sage (Salvia mellifera), cotton batting plant 
(Pseudognaphalium stramineum), and others. Non-plant biota included: a pumpkin gall wasp gall and a big-eared 
woodrat nest. Our group found so much that we only covered the connector trail (called the Whole Access Trail) from 
the parking lot that winds through a coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia) woodland.  We’ll have to save the 
Spring Canyon Trail for another day! 
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Channel Islands Chapter highlighted 
in Naturehood webinar and the CNPS eNews

In September, CNPS Channel Islands Board member Antonio Sanchez spoke as part of the Naturehood Gardening 
webinar series. The topic was Seeding Connections (in the community). You can view the webinar on YouTube here.

Also in September, our chapter was highlighted in the CNPS eNews in an article about the discovery of spotted 
coralroot orchid on Mount Pinos. You can read the article here.

 The spotted coralroot orchid is also our plant of the month. Corallorhiza maculata, or spotted coralroot, is a North 
American coralroot orchid flower. Varieties are also known as western coralroot and summer coralroot. It is found 
from Mexico to Canada, mostly in woodlands. This orchid is a myco-heterotroph; it lacks chlorophyll and gets food 
by parasitizing the mycelium of fungi in the family Russulaceae. The rhizome and lower stem are often knotted into 
branched coral shapes. The stem is usually red or brown in color, but occasionally comes in a light yellow or cream 
color. There are no leaves and no photosynthetic green tissues. The stalklike stems bear dark red scales and intricate 
orchid flowers. The flowers are small and emerge regularly from all sides of the stem. The sepals are dark red or 
brown tinged with purple, long and pointed. The side petals are reddish, and the lip petal is bright clean white with 
deep red spots. It is usually lobed or toothed on the side and 7-10 millimeter. In some varieties, the lip is plain 
white without spots. Several Native American groups historically used the stems dried and brewed as a tea for such 
maladies as colds, pneumonia, and skin irritation. *Text courtesy of Calscape. Photos by Carolyn Warren
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-in_t8Sed4&lc=Ugx3HaNJ2JLFKsdJ17x4AaABAg

 https://www.cnps.org/plant-science/spotted-coralroot-orchid-35798

https://calscape.org/
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Fall Plant Sale Sunday, November 5th!!

Our Fall 2023 Plant Sale will take place online from Wednesday October 18th-Wednesday November 1st. Our in-
person sale and pre-order pickup will be Sunday, November 5th from 10am-2pm at the Ventura Botanical Gardens. 
We will have our usual great 1 gallon selections plus some 4” pot offerings, as well as books, posters and some free 
giveaways and sunprints to make (weather permitting)!

Ventura County Weed Management Area Meeting

There is still time to register for the Cal-IPC Symposium October 25th to 29th, including a reduced-price virtual 
option. 

Please consider attending the 2023 Statewide WMA Meeting which is coming up in six weeks, 9:00-12:00 on 
Wednesday October 25th. This will be a great way to see what other Weed Management Areas are doing and learn how 
we can improve the Ventura County WMA.
Register for the Statewide Weed Management Area meeting for FREE via the link.

Mark Your Calendars

•	 Oct 28th | 10 am - 2 pm | 1736 S. Lewis Rd, Camarillo 
93012 Growing Works/Turning Point Foundation is hosting 
their 5th Anniversary Celebration in Camarillo. CNPSCI will 
have a table there--come join the celebration!

•	 November 12th | Tabling at the Ojai Raptor Center event. 
SAMO-Fund is providing 100 x 3 small plants, Terri will have 
seed mixes and bookmarks.  Terri will be making a poster or 
two highlighting the plants we are giving and other HIGH BIRD 
VALUE NATIVE PLANTS for folks to consider planting. 

•	 January 23, 2024 | Terri Burgess will give a talk on the Joy 
of Gardening with Natives and information on Ventura County 
endemic plants to the Organic Garden Club of Ventura, at the 
Newbury Park Library.

 https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/register/
https://calipc.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/calipc/eventRegistration.jsp?event=61&

