
CNPS Channel Islands
September 2023 Newsletter 

Monthly Meeting with Guest Speaker Kristen Nelson who will discuss 
Conserving California’s Rarest Treasures: A Collaborative Effort to 

Relocate the Santa Ynez Groundstar

Tuesday, September 19, 2023 at 7pm via Zoom

It is well-known that the California flora is not only richly diverse, but also contains a high proportion of rare, 
endemic, and endangered plants. Informing and implementing meaningful conservation actions for such a 
diverse flora and across such a broad region requires constant input and management of high-quality data. Using 
existing data, the CNPS Rare Plant Program coordinates with chapter volunteers, external partners, and agency 
collaborators to prioritize regions and individual species as conservation targets that require updated, ground-
truthed data in order to inform conservation actions. CNPS Rare Plant Program Manager Kristen Nelson will 
present a brief overview of how existing data is used to select priority targets of conservation concern as well as 
current data limitations, and will then share the story of the exciting ‘re-discovery’ of the Santa Ynez Groundstar 
(Ancistrocarphus keilii) in Santa Barbara County.

Kristen is the CNPS Rare Plant Program Manager, overseeing and coordinating field-based projects, including the Rare Plant 
Treasure Hunt, the California Plant Rescue, and other special projects within the rare plant program. She earned a B.S. in 
environmental management and a M.S. biology, both from California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo. She has 
worked as a professional botanist and ecologist for more than ten years across private, government, and non-profit sectors. Kristen 
has worked in diverse landscapes and habitats across the state, but her favorite places to explore are rocky, serpentine slopes – where 
her passion and enthusiasm for the conservation and exploration of the California flora began.
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https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83431558736


iNaturalist Bio Blitz/Practice
Los Robles Spring Canyon Nature Trail, Thousand Oaks, Ventura County 
Saturday September 9, 2023 from 9am-12pm 
Leader: Andrea Adams-Morden

Naturalist Andrea Adams-Morden will lead us along the wide Los Robles Spring Canyon Nature Trail just north of the 
Hope Nature Preserve in the Thousand Oaks area. This is part of the Los Robles Trail network. Andrea will show us 
how to use the app iNaturalist to conduct a bioblitz. We will travel through a shady oak woodland with an understory 
of interesting plants. The area is managed by the Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency (COSCA). This field event 
accompanies Taylor Wallace’s iNaturalist presentation of August 15th, 2023 at 7 p.m. on Zoom for CNPSCI. Bring a 
smartphone, water, and wear lug-soled boots/shoes. Dogs are allowed on leashes. There is a restroom in the parking 
lot. We will meet at the Los Robles Trailhead parking area on Greenmeadow Avenue west of Moorpark Road in Thou-
sand Oaks at 9:00 a.m.

Directions: Take the 101 Freeway to the Moorpark Road exit in Thousand Oaks. Head south on Moorpark Road from 
the 101 Freeway. Continue 0.6 miles to Greenmeadow Avenue and turn right. Go 0.4 miles on Greenmeadow Avenue 
and park in the Los Robles Trailhead parking lot. The link below shows the trail system.

Link to pdf flyer of Los Robles Spring Canyon nature walk.

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Herbarium 
Tour Recap

On Saturday, August 12, about 25 people attended a tour of the 
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden’s (SBBG) herbarium. So what is 
a herbarium? A herbarium is “a collection of preserved plant 
specimens that have been stored appropriately, databased and 
arranged systematically to ensure quick access for students, 
researchers and the general public for scientific research and 
education”. The tour was expertly led by SBBG herbarium tech-
nician and CNPSCI Board member Annie Ayers. We learned the 
SBBG herbarium has a geographic focus on California with a
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particular focus on the plants of the Channel Islands. The collection has over 205,000 specimens dating back to the 
late 1800’s and it continues to grow. Moving through several rooms and laboratory spaces, Annie showed us example 
specimens and described the process for collecting plant specimens, identifying, preserving, mounting, and cataloguing 
them. They are in the process of high-resolution digitizing and photographing the specimens, and currently have about 
80,000 images, but many more to go! Thousands of specimens are stored in climate-controlled cabinets awaiting iden-
tification and cataloguing. Volunteers assist staff in this endeavor, and there are opportunities to volunteer in the herbar-
ium! We developed a deep appreciation for the level of detailed and painstaking work to ensure these plant specimens 
are preserved and then made available for scientific research and education.

https://cosf.org/files/routes/Los%20Robles%20Spring%20Canyon%20Nature%20Walk.pdf


Plant of the Month 
Telegraph Weed Heterotheca grandiflora

Heterotheca grandiflora is a late summer blooming species of flowering plant in the Asteraceae (Sunflower) family 
known by the common name Telegraph Weed. It is native to the southwestern United States and northern Mexico, 
but it can be found in other areas as an introduced species, such as Hawaii. In California it is widespread from Butte 
County southward. It is a pioneer species and roadside weed even where it is native. This is a tall, bristly, hairy plant 
exceeding a meter in height and densely foliated in hairy to spiny toothed or lobed leaves. Leaves are smaller and 
more widely spaced toward the top of the stem, which is occupied by an flower cluster of bright yellow daisylike 
flower heads. The disc and ray florets drop away to leave a spherical head of achenes, each with a long white pappus. 
This plant is rarely used in the garden but is a useful for restoration projects.

 *Text courtesy of Calscape

Tabling Recap — Ventura Land Trust’s 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival

Tabling at the Ventura Land Trust’s Wild and Scenic Film Festival on August 26th was a team effort with Samantha 
running the booth and offering up her homemade Elderberry syrup, Carolyn entertaining visitors with sun 
prints, and Terri assisting in set up and take down. Give away items included seed packets, and the beautiful new 
bookmarks!! It’s always great to connect with the public and share ideas and information. 
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https://calscape.org/
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Call for Board Members

We will be having our Chapter elections this coming December to get ready for the start of 2024. We have a dynamic 
and friendly group, and we welcome your participation. For 2024 we are hoping to recruit a new Secretary. Our 
Secretary checks our Chapter email address, takes the minutes of our meetings, and helps set the Agenda of the Board 
Meetings. In addition, we still lack a President and Vice-President. If you have any interest in keeping us organized 
and helping to set our agendas (based on email traffic and past meeting to-do lists), please contact Ellen Dean at 
eadean@omsoft.com. Thank you!

Ventura County Weed Management Area Meeting

 Thursday, September 21st, 2023 from 1 pm to 3 pm 
Join In Person-Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 
555 Airport Way Suite E, Camarillo (off Pleasant Valley Rd) or via Zoom.

We will discuss:

1) New/Uncommon Invasive Plants Found-Control Options presented by Marco Cabrera, Ventura AGWM: Wavy Leaf 
Guara-Onothera sinuosa / Tropical Pokeweed-Phytolacca icosandra /Stinknet-Oncosiphon piluliferum

2) Update-California Invasive Plant Pest Council Symposium Oct 25th-28th-Chico

3) Arundo-Ventura and Santa Clara River-Info-News-Announcements

4) South Coast LA/Ventura Weed RE-Prioritization-Revision of Ventura County WMA 2021 List-Nicole Valentine of 
the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC)

Mark Your Calendars

•	 Our October Chapter Meeting will be Tuesday, October 10th at 7pm on Zoom, (the 2nd Tuesday of the month instead 
of the 3rd Tuesday), joining with the Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter. The meeting speaker will be Jordan Collins, CNPS 
Field Botanist, speaking on “Botanical Resources of the Santa Clara (Utom) River Watershed” (of Ventura and Los Angeles 
counties). Jordan’s talk will provide a detailed summary of the botanical resources (both vascular and non-vascular plants) 
of the watershed of the Santa Clara River (called Utom by the Chumash). The Utom Watershed botanical study provides a 
description of the biogeography of the watershed and its flora with over 2,300 plant taxa reported for the region. The study’s 
findings will support the conservation of these resources, as well as appropriate land use decisions made within and adjacent to 
the watershed.

•	 Oct 28th | 10 am - 2 pm | 1736 S. Lewis Rd, Camarillo 93012 Growing Works/Turning Point Foundation is hosting their 5th 
Anniversary Celebration in Camarillo. CNPSCI will have a table there--come join the celebration!

•	 Tabling at the Ojai Raptor Center event November 12th. SAMO-Fund is providing 100 x 3 small plants, Terri will have seed 
mixes and bookmarks.  Terri will be making a poster or two highlighting the plants we are giving and other HIGH BIRD VALUE 
NATIVE PLANTS for folks to consider planting. 

mailto:eadean%40omsoft.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89019388111?pwd=cDlNdk5EeFArOXFFRmRhK0RMUndrQT09
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/symposium/

