CNPS Channel Islands
August 2023 Newsletter

Monthly Meeting with Guest Speaker Taylor Wallace
Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 7pm via Zoom

Guest Speaker Taylor Wallace is from the County of Ventura’s Department of Agriculture. Taylor will present on their
efforts to support CA native plants and habitats by controlling invasive weeds in Ventura county, the ERDD, early

detection, rapid response program and how you can help using iNaturalist.

Taylor has worked as an Agricultural Inspector/Biologist with County of Ventura for over 4 years. She holds

a bachelor’s degree in Horticulture from Oregon State University-Corvallis. Taylor collaborates with Deputy
Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer John Beall conducting surveys of invasive noxious weeds in Ventura County and
does outreach/training for iNaturalist. Ahead of the meeting you can download the iNaturalist App onto your mobile

device or yisit the website to set up your free account and begin to learn how to use it.

Botany Hike

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Herbarium Tour
Saturday August 12, 2023 at 9am
Leader: Annie Ayers

**Update: This hike is full
In this CNPS tour led by Annie Ayers, we will visit the Gardens conservation and research Herbarium facility.
During this time, we will observe specimens collected by CNPS members and discuss herbarium-based conservation
efforts. Participants will learn about herbarium processes and workflow, getting a first-hand look at the backend of

the Symbiota database, imaging workflows, and mounting space.
Spots are limited; participants must RSVP to Kate Symonds by 12 pm August 8th
Carpooling is recommended; maps to the location will be provided upon your reservation.

No fees are associated with this tour.
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https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83165484342
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/

Botany Hike Recap—South Ormond Beach

Eighteen very interested people attended naturalist David Torfeh’s South Ormond Beach botany hike on Saturday,
July 8, 2023. We traversed coastal salt marsh and beach dunes habitats. In all, we saw 54 taxa of plants, and half were
in bloom. The giant coreopsis (Leptosyne gigantea) stands had dried up for the year, but some brilliant displays of
flowering lavender-colored salt marsh bird’s-beak (Chloropyron maritimum ssp. maritimum) more than made up for
that. Salt marsh bird’s-beak is a parasitic plant in the Orobanchaceae (broomrape) family. We saw large amounts of
the pink-flowered alkali heath (Frankenia salina), some Coulter’s horseweed (Laennicia coulteri), some California sea
lavender (Limonium californicum), and a small amount of saltmarsh baccharis (Baccharis glutinosa) in bloom near the
canal in the salt marsh area. We also saw eye-catching beach dune plants such as red sand-verbena (Abronia maritima)
and beach evening-primrose (Camissoniopsis cheiranthifolia ssp. suffruticosa). The return trip next to the crashing

ocean waves was very pleasant. Temperatures were reasonable. Warning if you go there: a rattlesnake was en-
countered along the canal.

“Caring for California Native Plants Through the Summer” Workshop

PLANTS THROUGH THE SUMMER

Leamn best practices for imgation, collecting seed, and
pruning during summer, Hands-on opportunity to
practice pruning native shrubs inte desired shapes.

Taught by Herticulturalist and
Mathve Plant Expert - Antonlo Sanchez
| UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORRIA

e ant Matural Brsiurtr, Sunday, August13
L Mt G P, 9:00 aum. - 12:00 pom.

Join horticulturalist Antonio Sanchez and the Master Gardeners of Ventura County to learn about midsummer main-
tenance of California native plants including best practices for irrigation, planting, collecting seed, and pruning during
the hot months of summer. Participants will have the opportunity to try out pruning tools and practice how to prune

native shrubs into desired shapes.

Wear sunscreen, a hat and closed toe shoes. Bring garden gloves and drinking water. Some tools will be provided, but if

you can, please bring your own pruners and hedge trimmers (manual only, no gas or electric). Restrooms are available.
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2023

Time: Speaker, inside, 9:00 am to 10:30 am

Hands-on practicum, outside, 10:30 am to 12 noon

Location: Ventura, CA, 93004 — Location will be provided upon registration

Registration via Eventbrite
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/caring-for-ca-native-plants-through-the-summer-tickets-687491554747?aff=oddtdtcreator

Plant of the Month
Narrow Leaf Milkweed Asclepias fascicu]aris

Narrowleaf milkweed or Mexican whorled milkweed is a flowering perennial sending up many thin, erect stems and
bearing distinctive long pointed leaves which are very narrow and often whorled about the stem, giving the plant

its common names. It blooms in clusters of lavender or lavender-tinted white flowers which have five reflexed lobes
that extend down away from the blossom. The fruits are smooth milkweed pods which split open to spill seeds along

with plentiful silky hairs. This plant is common in the western United States and has the potential to become weedy.

Milkweeds in general are the larval host plants for Monarch butterflies, and this species is probably the single most
important host plant for Monarch butterflies in California. Milkweed gardeners should be prepared for the plant to
be eaten by Monarch caterpillars, but will be rewarded by the presence of beautiful Monarch Butterflies. The plant
is deciduous in winter and will sometimes die back to the ground before reviving in the Spring, and is often covered
with aphids, so often best to plant in less prominent spots in a garden. It’s very easy to grow in soils with with good

drainage, even with no summer water.

*Text courtesy of Calscape

Tabling at Ventura Land Trust’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival
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The 2023 Wild & Scenic Film Festival is coming to you on Saturday, August 26th!

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival inspires environmental activism and a love for nature through film. Wild & Scenic
shares an urgent call to action, encouraging festival-goers to learn more about what they can do to save our threatened
planet. The Film Festival is Ventura Land Trust’s largest annual event to raise funds to protect and conserve Ventura
County’s open spaces. The Channel Islands Chapter of CNPS will be tabling at this event, spreading the word about the

importance of native plants.
Protecting and preserving our open spaces is more irnportant than ever.

Your support through the Wild & Scenic Film Festival helps Ventura Land Trust restore habitat, build trails, plant trees,

and clean up our local rivers. VLT preserves are open daily for you to enjoy, for free.

This year, the film festival will be a live experience with films, food, drinks, and a raffle full of items from local

businesses. More information and links to tickets is available on their website.

Saturday, August 26th from 5-10pm
Ventura County Credit Union

2575 Vista Del Mar Dr

Ventura, CA 93001
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https://calscape.org/
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/wsff2023

Tabling Recap—SAMO Fund Milkweed Giveaway

Carolyn and Terri tabled in Santa Paula on July 15th in conjunction with the SAMO-fund’s milkweed plant give

away. The County of Ventura Ag dept also had a table discussing the use of iNaturalist with an emphasis on its value
for tracking invasive plants in the county. We provided information about CNPSCI, benefits of membership, native
gardening, gave away (state) stickers, brochures and Flora magazines. Carolyn prepared a wide array of pressed native

plants and helped visitors make “sun prints”. This was well received and FUN! We will do it again.

It’s that time of year when the seeds get wispy and white!
Sisar Canyon is popping with feathery seed clusters of Chaparral Clematis and Mountain Mahogany.

Mountain Mahogany / Cercocarpus betuloides

Sisar Canyon, Ventura County

Mark Your Calendars

September 19th Monthly Meeting Guest Speaker:
Kristen Nelson, CNPS Rare Plant Program Manager will be
our September 19 speaker, talking about the rediscovery of

the SantaYnez groundstar.

Chaparral Clematis / Clematis lasiantha

Sisar Canyon, Ventura County
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