
CNPS Channel Islands
July 2023 Newsletter 

Monthly Meeting in person at Rincon Park County Beach

Saturday, July 22, 2023 at 12 Noon

We will be meeting at Rincon Park County Beach from 12pm-2pm for a social 
gathering, potluck and small walk around the point after. Bring your own utensils/

plates/cups. No need to RSVP. Directions can be found here.

Botany Hikes 

South Ormond Beach, Oxnard
Saturday, July 8, 2023 — 9am–12pm

Leader: David Torfeh

Naturalist David Torfeh will lead us on around South Ormond Beach where coastal salt marsh and beach dunes 
habitats are featured. The quaint-looking giant coreopsis (Leptosyne gigantea), a California endemic, grows here. We 
are hoping to see populations of the pinkish-lavender flowered salt marsh inhabitant alkali heath (Frankenia salina), 
and eye-catching beach dune plants such as red sand-verbena (Abronia maritima) and beach evening-primrose 
(Camissoniopsis cheiranthifolia ssp. suffruticosa). Bring water, and wear lug-soled boots/shoes. We will meet at the 
south end of Arnold Road in Oxnard near the locked gate at 9:00 a.m.

Directions: Take the 101 Freeway to the Rice Ave exit. Head south on Rice Ave. and after several miles, turn right on 
Hueneme Rd. Proceed to Arnold Road and turn left. Park in the parking area at the southern end of Arnold Road.

Plant lists are available on our website.
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https://www.californiabeaches.com/beach/rincon-park-county-beach/
https://chapters.cnps.org/channelislands/field-trips/ 


Botany Hike Recap—San Marcos Foothills Preserve

Foggy June gloom weather did not deter 15 or so native plant enthusiasts from coming out for a grassland walk ex-
pertly led by retired biologist Kate Symonds at the San Marcos Foothills Preserve on June 10, 2023. The 301-acre 
San Marcos Foothills Preserve supports one of the largest remaining grasslands near the City of Santa Barbara. And 
although much of the Preserve is covered by European non-native annual grasses, you can still find small areas that 
support our native perennial bunchgrass, purple needle grass (Stipa pulchra), which has also been designated our State 
grass! This Preserve offers the opportunity to compare and contrast in the field the nonnative and native grasslands. 
We learned how they function differently in terms of rooting depth, water infiltration, carbon sequestration, relative 
fire hazard, and their ability to allow other native plants, such as spring wildflowers, to coexist.  Appropriate visual aids 
were passed around. Spoiler alert: native perennial grasslands come out way ahead. We also explored the flora near the 
Atascadero Creek riparian area which offers a diverse assemblage of native shrubs, late spring wildflowers, and other 
herbaceous plants.  Kate has led and/ororganized numerous hikes in Santa Barbara County for various conservation 
organizations over the year.

Botany Hike Recap—La Purisima SHP to Burton Mesa

Eleven botanical enthusiasts gathered at La Purisima Mission State Park June 15th for an inspiring hike led by botanist 
Steve Junak. We walked slowly on the mesa to the east of the Mission for four hours. The rare habitat on the mesa is 
coastal sage scrub and coast live oak woodland on the sandy soil of ancient stabilized inland sand dunes. The unusual 
inland dune habitat is home to many rare and endangered California natives, and we observed 13 of them in four hours 
of walking. We also enjoyed seeing coast live oak draped with lichens! The overcast day provided excellent photogra-
phy opportunities. We must have seen over 80 taxa of native plants. Rare plants that we observed included La Purisima 
manzanita, sand mesa manzanita, Lompoc ceanothus, sand almond, saint’s daisy, blushing layia, and seaside bird’s beak. 
Although not all rare plants, we also enjoyed seeing four types of spine flowers. North of Point Conception, there 
tends to be a much different array of flora than what grows south of there. This was apparent. Steve’s extensive experi-
ence as curator of the herbarium at Santa Barbara Botanic Garden enabled him to give participants a wonderful over-
view. Thank you so much Steve for a memorable day!
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Conservation News

1. CA Coastal Commission item of interest, Meeting Agenda of 7/7/2023:

Replacement of 59-ft-long, 17-ft-wide, wooden vehicular bridge on Sandyland Cove Road, at Franklin Creek, within 
Carpinteria Salt Marsh, Santa Barbara County.  The proposed project will have approx. 330 sq. ft. of permanent 
impacts to quailbush scrub habitat (ESHA) around Franklin Creek. It would decrease the amount of fill (existing piles 
in the creek and abutments on the bank), restoring 319 square feet of tidal creek channel and habitat area, with an 
overall beneficial effect to tidal waters and adjacent wetland areas.The proposal would restore approx.1,021 square 
feet of ESHA (3:1 mitigation) by removing non-native plants and planting the banks of the creek and upland marsh 
area with species associated with native quailbush scrub habitat. https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/7/
W20b/W20b-7-2023-report.pdf

2. The proposal for increased SpaceX launches from 6-36/yr. from Vandenberg, gained CA Coastal 
Commission concurrence at the CCC’s June meeting. The Draft Environmental Assessment is available.

3. Recent Insurance requirements for 18 ft. space between tree canopies, and no branch overhang of roofs.  Issue 
surfaced recently in Ojai, and would be detrimental to tree health. If interested/more information, contact: trees@
ojaitrees.org

Plant of the Month 
Prickly Phlox Linanthus californicus

Linanthus californicus is a small low growing shrub that is endemic to the coast and coast ranges of Southern 
California (meaning it grows nowhere else). It is relatively uncommon and stunning to come upon. It is usually 
found on loosely rocky sunny slopes so in the garden needs very well drained soil in sun or part sun. The lustrous 
flowers of lavender to pink have a long blooming season but the plant is less attractive during the late summer 
dormancy and the sharp prickly leaves that help it survive harsh chapparal conditions and fend off predators, can 
also be a deterrent for some gardeners.For those who have fallen in love with the flowers, that does not seem 
important (much like with the prickly people we love). It is not long lived and the young plants may be more 
attractive so some recommend replacing them when they start to decline. This was formerly called Leptodactylon 
californicum and is often still found by that name in nurseries, if you can find it.

The above photograph is by the acclaimed native plant landscaper and author, Greg Rubin, who also says:

“This year’s shot of the plant that started it all for me - Linanthus (formerly Leptodactylon) californicus, or Prickly 
phlox, in my Escondido garden. This naturally occurred in the hills above Chatsworth, where I grew up. I saw this 
and I was hooked. Apparently there are a couple in San Diego county, but it becomes more common the farther 
north you go. It is growing in a gravelly rock garden in front of a thriving Eriogonum collection, and gets virtually 
no supplemental water. It does go dormant in summer, but bursts into bright pink bloom every Spring. It’s a joy in 
my entryway!”

3

https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/7/W20b/W20b-7-2023-report.pdf

https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/7/W20b/W20b-7-2023-report.pdf

https://www.vandenberg.spaceforce.mil/Portals/18/documents/Environmental/SpaceX_Falcon%209%20Cadence%20Increase%20Draft%20SEA%20for%20Public%20Review_COMBINED_REDUCED1.pdf?ver=VG1a6SRhBj1ahJMP9d8qQA%3d%3d
mailto:trees%40ojaitrees.org?subject=
mailto:trees%40ojaitrees.org?subject=
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California Invasive Plant Council + iNaturalist

The California Native Plant Society wants to support the work of the California Invasive Plant Council. We are in the 
field looking at plants all the time so Cal-IPC would like us to record sightings of invasive plants. The format that they 
want to use is iNaturalist. This platform records the picture of the plant, your identification of it, the time, date, and its 
GPS location. Cal-IPC can then take this information and use it to make maps to locate areas where invasive plants can 
be removed. If you would like to help, please email Andrea or call 805-886-4382. If you need instruction on how to 
use iNaturalist, Andrea will be glad to help you.

Outreach Volunteers Needed!

Our chapter needs three or four people who can help us with outreach tables at various events. Our outreach 
tables have information about CNPS, chapter programs, membership, and information on why native plants are 
important. Sometimes there are outreach activities, depending on the event. We get many requests to table at events 
— more requests than the Board can fulfill. If you are interested, please email CNPS Channel Islands. We would 
love to talk with you!

California Spineflower / Mucronea californica
La Purisima SHP, Lompoc

https://www.cal-ipc.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:carp_parks%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=


Local Natives Project

Ceanothus ‘Wheeler Canyon’

The Local Natives Project (a project to grow very local 
natives to be made available to the public) is getting off 
the ground and needs funds for soil, pots, seed collecting 
and processing supplies. We know that the interactions 
of nature are complex and have evolved over thousands 
of years. Indications from many scientific studies show 
that many insects and microorganisms interact most 
vigorously with the plants and other organisms with 
which they evolved. While we believe that growing 
natives from the general California Floristic Province is 
beneficial to the ecological tapestry, it is indicated that 
“very local” natives (in this case, identified by watersheds 
and areas within which pollinators and wind pollination 
have isolated plant genetics to a large degree) can 
prove to be significantly more beneficial in supporting 
the complex three-dimensional tapestry of our local 
ecological systems. Even a few “very local” natives in the 
landscape might significantly support the vitality and 
variety of local biodiversity.
Please help this project get off the ground with your 
donation of supplies for germplasm collection, processing 
and storage, or a cash donation. Please email our 
horticulture chair with Plant Local Natives in the 
subject line for more specific information or send a check 
to CNPS Channel Islands, PO Box 6, Ojai, CA 93024.

Narrow Leaf Milkweed Giveaway

On Saturday, July 15th starting at 9am, our chapter 
will be tabling at the free milkweed giveway that is 
being sponsored by the Santa Monica Mountains Fund 
(SAMO Fund). This is part of their Mission Monarch: 
Restoring Southern California, One Plant, One 
Neighborhood at a Time program. It will be at the 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Building at 815 E. Santa 
Barbara St., Santa Paula. You must pre-register if you 
want the free plants. Last year the line went around the 
building and all of the plants were given away quickly. 

Pre-register here in order to get your plants. There will also 
be a mini-milkweed demo at 10am. Come by and say hi!

June Meeting Recap

We enjoyed a fabulous talk by authors Rob Badger and 
Nita Winter about the making of their book Beauty and 
the Beast: California  Wildflowers and Climate Change. Their 
beautiful multiple award winning coffee table book, co-
published with the California Native Plant Society, focuses 
on California’s amazing plant diversity. More info and 
links are available in the email newsletter. Their talk is 
now up on our YouTube channel, with a direct link here.
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Mark Your Calendars

August 15th Monthly Meeting Guest Speaker: John Regan 
Beall, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer, Ventura County 
and his staff will present on their efforts to support CA native 
plants and habitats by controlling invasive weeds in Ventura county, 
the ERDD, early detection, rapid response program and how you 
can help using iNaturalist. This will be on Zoom. In addition there 
may be an in-person demo of how to use iNaturalist in the field. 
Stay tuned!

Botany, Bubbles and Beer Gathering in August: Details 
coming soon.

mailto:cnpscihorticulture%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cnpscihorticulture%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.samofund.org/milkweed
https://wildflowerbooks.com/
https://wildflowerbooks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmoxo6W56KMPwwA2MFD8TdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASdNNAWRiCA

