
CNPS Channel Islands
June 2023 Newsletter 

Monthly Meeting on Zoom 

Guest Speakers Rob Badger and Nita Winter will present 
A 27 Year Wildflower Journey: The Making of Beauty and the Beast:  

California Wildflowers and Climate Change

Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00PM

Zoom Link

Rob Badger and Nita Winter take you behind the scenes on their 27-year journey photographing wildflowers 
throughout California and the West. It began in 1992 when they discovered and fell in love with California’s spec-
tacular wildflower blooms in the Mojave Desert’s Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve. Photographing these 
beautiful landscapes and individual flowers evolved into their documentary art project, Beauty and the Beast: 
Wildflowers and Climate Change. Their beautiful multiple award winning coffee table book, co-published with the 
California Native Plant Society, focuses on California’s amazing plant diversity. It is a companion to their traveling 
educational exhibit. 

Gorgeous scenery isn’t the only thing that makes the “Beauty and the Beast” wildflower photos so special. The pho-
tographers show how they create wildflower portraits in the field, lugging 80 pounds of cameras and their “natural 
light” studio equipment from below sea level in Death Valley National Park to 13,000-foot-high mountain passes. 

Rob also shares two innovative field techniques he developed to capture unique floral portraits that go beyond 
traditional wildflower photography. In his “Contact” series, the luminous flower petals actually touch the lens; in his 
“Wrapped” series, flowers are gracefully enfolded in black or white fabric to complement their geometric forms. 

Purchase books and learn more at www.wildflowerbooks.com
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https://cnps-org.zoom.us/j/83453779913
https://wildflowerbooks.com/
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2023-04-11/create-habitat-with-no-yard-using-native-plants-c


Upcoming Hikes 

San Marcos Foothills Preserve
Saturday, June 10, 2023 — 9am–11:30am

Leader: Kate Symonds

The San Marcos Foothills Park and Preserve is located in the foothills between Santa Barbara and Goleta, just east of 
San Marcos Pass Road (Hwy 154). Encompassing 210 acres, the Preserve’s rolling grasslands, oak ravines, and seasonal 
watercourses provide important habitat for a variety of plant and wildlife species. It supports one of the last large 
grasslands in the Santa Barbara area and is one of the better places to encounter native grasses.

We’ll be exploring the Preserve and learning about native versus nonnative grasslands and their dynamics. We’ll also 
look for late spring/early summer wildflowers and learn about some of the other native trees and shrubs that occur 
with the Preserve. The property offers expansive views of the Santa Ynez Mountains, Pacific Ocean, and the Channel 
Islands, and has an interesting geologic history. We’ll be walking up to 3 miles on rolling terrain. There is little shade, 
so please bring sun protection, if desired. 

Directions: San Marcos Foothills Preserve is located at 1083 Via Gaitero, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. From Highway 
101, take the Highway 154 San Marcos Pass exit. Exit at Cathedral Oaks Road and turn left. Turn right on Via 
Chaparral. After half a block, on your right you will see a bridge. Cross it - it goes over Highway 154. Turn left on 
Via Gaitero and find parking along the road. Parking is free. We’ll meet at the Preserve entrance sign. There are no 
restrooms. We will begin our walk at 9 AM. Binoculars are helpful to have. No dogs please. 

La Purisima SHP to Burton Mesa, Lompoc 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 — 9am–12pm

Leader: Steve Junak

Botanist Steve Junak will lead a native plant walk starting at La Purísima Mission State Historic Park into the Burton 
Mesa chaparral. We will learn about several rare plant species in this unique plant assemblage. Steve Junak retired 
after a long career as the Curator at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, has authored several books on the flora of the 
Channel Islands, and he continues to lead outings and actively work as a botanist. We will meet in the parking lot of the 
Mission La Purísima State Historic Park at 9 AM. State Parks parking fee is $6 per car, $5 for seniors. Please no dogs.
Directions:
La Purísima Mission State Historic Park
2295 Purisima Road, Lompoc, CA 93436
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continued on next page

https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2023-04-11/create-habitat-with-no-yard-using-native-plants-c


Upcoming Hikes, cont.

To reach the mission from the north or the south, take Highway 101 to Buellton. Take Exit 140A, for Buellton/Sol-
vang – Highway 246 – and head west (a right turn from the northbound exit, a left turn if southbound). Proceed west 
on Highway 246 for approximately 18 miles. On a slight downhill grade you will pass the La Purísima Golf Course on 
the right. After the golf course, take the second right. Continue on Purisima Road approximately 1 mile. The mission 
entrance is on the right.
Alternatively from the south, take northbound Hwy 101 along the coast from Santa Barbara, take exit 132 onto 
Highway 1 toward Lompoc, Vandenberg. Go 18 miles, then at the first stoplight, turn right onto Highway 246 fro 1.8 
miles, then take a slight left onto Mission Gate Road for 0.4 miles. Cross Purisima Road, and La Purísima Mission State 
Historic Park is straight ahead.

As the peak wildflower season winds down in the chaparral areas don’t forget to go check out things at higher 
elevations. Last year in June our chapter had a hike led by Rick Burgess up on Mt. Pinos. The irises were in full 
bloom and in great abundance. We spotted many other pine forest inhabitants such as Goosefoot Yellow Violet (Viola 
pinetorum), Pinewoods Fritillary (Fritillaria pinetorum), and the eye-catching Snow Plant (Sarcodes sanguinea). 
Check road closures before you head out.
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Plant of the Month

Clubhair Mariposa Lily
Calochortus clavatus 

Calochortus clavatus is a species of mariposa lily known 
by the common name clubhair mariposa lily. It is endemic 
to California where it is found in forests and on chaparral 
slopes. This lily produces tall stems up to a meter in 
height and only basal leaves. Atop the stem is a lily bloom 
with sepals up to 4 centimeters long. The petals are up to 
5 centimeters long and yellow with a darker line or series 
of bands near the base, which are often red. The cup of 
the flower is filled with hairs which have clubbed ends. 
The anthers are often deep purple. The capsule fruit is up 
to 9 centimeters long.
*Information courtesy of calscape.org

Only Known Population Found of 
Rare Native California Plant Not 
Documented in Almost 30 Years

In case you missed it, an article by CNPS brought to light 
the rare Santa Ynez Groundstar (Ancistrocarphus keilii, 
CRPR 1B.1) that hadn’t been seen in over 30 years in 
Santa Barbara County and was recently “rediscovered”. 
Read more here for the thrilling news!
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Call for Committee Members 

Do you have a special skill like writing, teaching, 
organizing or gardening?  We are always looking for 
folks who don’t necessarily want to be a board member 
but still want to contribute. We have many committees 
forming and as we say, it’s always more fun to work 
with others. Well some of us say that. Please shoot 
us an email stating your unbridled enthusiasm for 
volunteerism, suggestions or questions and we’ll reach 
out to you. Thanks! cnpschannelislands@gmail.com

Mark Your Calendars

Our July Hike will be Saturday morning, July 8th, 
Location TBD but most likely in Ventura County.

         all photos by Carolyn Warren

https://www.cnps.org/news-releases/groundstar-34101?utm_source=email&utm_medium=may23_enews&utm_id=rare_plant
mailto:cnpschannelislands%40gmail.com?subject=

