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February 2020  Chrissy Freeman, Editor 

Thea Chesney and  
the Fire-Following Fungi

by Shane Hanofee 

It’s no secret that California's unique ecology depends on fire regimes for its health. The fire 
ecology of plants has become more well-studied in recent years. But did you know that a 
special suite of fungi species also depends on fire to survive? 

Fungi Return First After Forest Fire 
 After a forest fire comes through, often the first organisms to reemerge are fire-following 
fungi. That they never appear before fires sparks a host of questions: What purpose do they 
serve in the larger ecosystem? How do these fungi survive between fires? How does fire impact 
mycorrhizal fungi living in the soil?  

Thea’s Presentation to Redbud 
 Please join the Redbud Chapter of the California Native Plant Society in welcoming U.S. Forest 
Service botanist and mycologist Thea Chesney to speak about “Fire-Following Fungi” on 
Wednesday, February 26 at the Auburn Library. She will illuminate where we are in our 
understanding of this ecological niche, how we can support and protect it after fire, and what 
still remains to be uncovered. Thea will illustrate her talk with rare images of these unique 
fungi. 
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Morchella sp., Crassisporium funariophilum, Geopyxis carbonaria: Three classic fire-following species of fungi 
growing together the spring after the King Fire 

About Thea Chesney  
Thea Chesney is a lifelong Sierra Nevada foothill resident and naturalist. “Instead of a regular 
children’s book, I carried around a mushroom field guide,” says Thea. That childhood interest in 
local mushrooms, as well as wildlife and flora, has transformed into an unending devotion to 
the natural world. Thea earned her BS in forestry from UC Berkeley while pursuing her passion 
for fungal taxonomy in the Berkeley mycology labs. Since then, she has spent her time exploring 
the California mountains and the organisms that call these areas home. She currently works for 
the Forest Service as a botanist on a long term, state-wide meadow monitoring project. She 
continues to be particularly fascinated by the plants and fungi of the Sierra Nevada and other 
mountains of California, and is currently working on a field guide to mushrooms of these 
understudied regions. 

Event Details  
This free event begins at 6:30 p.m. with socializing, light refreshments, and a brief Redbud 
Chapter meeting (open to the public). Thea’s presentation begins at 7 p.m. The Auburn Library 
is at 350 Nevada St., Auburn. Thea’s talk is part of Redbud’s series, Passionate About (Native) 
Plants. 
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Advocate for Native Plants 

by Leslie Warren, Redbud Advocacy & Conservation Co-Chair 

Love of native plants is hardly considered a political act, but assuring preservation of native 
plants requires that we become active, informed, and involved in local government. Critical 
decisions that affect native plants and the ecosystems that support them interweave with the 
political processes of approving or denying applications for land development projects. 

We must find our voices, fulfill our civic duty, and 
engage in political discourse with government 
representatives. We must also be constantly vigilant, 
stay informed, and review and respond to the 
unrelenting parade of development proposals, both 
public and private. This is a huge job, and Redbud needs 
help to do it. Are you able to pitch in? 

Update on Sunset Area Plan Vernal pools in Placer County
In Placer County, CNPS Redbud dedicated many hours adjoining developed area 
of time and provided important testimony and written 
comments on the huge Sunset Area Plan. If this Plan comes to fruition, it will result in the 
destruction of thousands of acres of vernal pools and farmland to make way for 8000 homes 
and millions of square feet of business, commercial, and industrial buildings. Despite the 
objections of the Redbud Chapter and numerous others, including local governments, public 
agencies, environmental organizations, and individuals, this development plan was approved on 
December 10, 2019, by the Placer County Board of Supervisors.  

Fortunately, in response, the non-profit Center for Biological Diversity filed suit against Placer 
County on January 9, and this project approval is now being litigated. The concerns CNPS 
expressed about vernal pool loss feature prominently in the lawsuit. 

Upcoming Advocacy Action Opportunities 
We can't afford to rest after this big effort, because so many more projects are upcoming or 
ongoing that will negatively impact plants. You can attend local government meetings on a 
specific project, either to simply listen or to be a voice for native plants. You can write to public 
decision makers. You can help Redbud represent native plants, through reviewing public 
documents, developing proposed alternatives and solutions, spreading the word with others, 
and more. 

Following are specific advocacy issues involving native plants in our counties. Which touches 
you? 

https://www.placer.ca.gov/6284/Placer-Supervisors-approve-Sunset-Area-P
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/placer-lawsuit-challenges-sprawl-development-california-vernal-pool-habitat-2020-01-09/
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PLACER COUNTY 
 Jan. 28  Placer County Board of Supervisors hearing on Final Sustainability Plan. A

climate action “strategy” for greenhouse gas reduction that entirely misses the mark.
(Approved)

 Feb. 13  Winery & Farm Brewery Ordinance. Attend the February 13 public hearing on
the Final EIR, released January 31, 2020. This ordinance would allow establishing venues
for entertainment, weddings and special events where 2 acres of vineyard are planted;
this would bring large facilities, huge parking lots and habitat loss to rural county areas,
as well as generate excessive CO2.

This Spring 
 Trails Master Plan . This plan urbanizes our open spaces for high-intensity use, risks

damaging or destroying sensitive native plant communities, and risks introducing exotic
plants into habitat, among other issues. (See Draft Parks and Trails Master Plan, March
2019.)

 Placer County Conservation Plan (PCCP) The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Report was released June 21, 2019. (The Draft EIS/EIR, the
PCCP, and comments are available online here). As proposed, this plan would allow
developers to impact sensitive habitat if they mitigate environmental impacts in off-site
locations, if private landowners are willing to sell. The final Report has not yet been
released; watch for notice of the public hearings on our website and Facebook.

This Summer 
Sacramento Gateway Transportation Plan. Would bring more freeway lanes and no rapid 
transit, affecting our climate — and health — adversely. 

Ongoing 
Fire Remediation and Fuels Reduction. Our urban forests are being eliminated, while our 
wildlands are being masticated rather than restored to their naturally fire-resistant, fire-
adapted state. These issues involve local, regional, state, and federal landowners, as well as 
education of private landowners. 

NEVADA COUNTY 
Jan. 28  Dorsey Marketplace Project. Grass Valley City Council hearing on Final Environmental 
Impact Report. Voting was postponed. If approved, this project would include over 100,000 sq 
ft of retail space, including two “big box” stores and three drive-throughs, plus 172 apartments. 
Virtually all vegetation would be removed, including protected sensitive natural communities. 
Two stands of MacNab Cypress and a grove of Fremont Cottonwood would be demolished. At 
this site, 11 special status plant species have the potential to be present, but the botanical 
surveys were not adequate to establish whether or not any of these species is present. 

Ongoing 
 Centennial Dam. Project to flood and destroy the last 6 miles of native riparian habitat

and watershed along the Bear River, at colossal expense, just to be able to sell water to

https://www.placer.ca.gov/5928/Draft-Placer-County-Sustainability-Plan
https://www.placer.ca.gov/2927/Sustain-Placer
https://www.placer.ca.gov/6378/Wineries-and-farm-breweries-public-heari
https://www.placer.ca.gov/2799/Winery-Farm-Brewery-Ordinance
http://placerparksplan.com/documents/
https://www.placer.ca.gov/3362/Placer-County-Conservation-Program
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sprawling new developments. South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) is 
actively fighting this project.  

 Idaho-Maryland Mine Project. An application to re-open this mine was returned as 
incomplete, with no hearing currently scheduled. But this project, if approved, would 
not only remove yet more native plant habitat from Grass Valley but specifically allow 
development within riparian setback zones and could impact “special-status” plants.

 Nevada County commercial landscaping and roadside clearing regulations and policies. 
Work with Board of Supervisors and county departments to protect existing natives and 
increase their presence in landscaping.

We invite you to get involved and to learn how to advocate effectively with local governments. 
Please email nativeplanthelp@redbud-cnps.org. We'll be in touch and help you become a 
powerful voice for plants and the environment that supports them. An active citizenry is critical 
to preserving the native plants and natural communities we love. 

Celebrating the Redbud Chapter and our Members with CNPS 
Executive Director, Dan Gluesenkamp
by Diane Wetzel, Redbud Membership Chair 

If you’re a Redbud member, or would like to become one, please join us at the 2020 Redbud 
membership celebration and meeting on Saturday May 16, 1 to 5 p.m., at the L.O.V.E. 
Building in Condon Park, Grass Valley. This event is just for Redbud CNPS members — we 
welcome new members, who may join at the door.  

Find Out What’s Happening in Redbud 
Explore the breadth and depth of Redbud among various 
displays and tables. Join Redbud field trip leaders and fellow 
hikers to talk about exploring local native wildflowers, trees, and 
shrubs, as well as ferns, fungi, and mosses (and even take a short 
hike to explore the “back country” of Condon Park).  

Connect with other native gardeners, experts and newbies, to 
discuss the how-to’s of gardening with natives. Hear what 
Redbud advocates are doing to address local conservation issues 
and threats to our native plants, and join the effort. Learn how 
you can help work with local governments to ensure that public 
and commercial landscapes incorporate natives to provide habitat for birds, bees, butterflies, 
and other wildlife. Meet our dedicated board members and other wonderful volunteers who 
are the heart of Redbud. 

Make sure to sign up for one or more of our workshops and meetups; your interests will 
determine future topics and locations.  

https://www.theunion.com/news/rise-gold-attempts-to-reopen-once-lucrative-idaho-maryland-gold-mine/#
https://yubariver.org/2019/11/nids-unsustainable-budget-and-centennial-spending-is-indefensible/
mailto::nativeplanthelp@redbud-cnps.org
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Dan Gluesenkamp, CNPS Executive Director, on California’s Biodiversity Initiatives…and More 

Our featured speaker, CNPS Executive Director Dan Gluesenkamp, will highlight California’s 
ground-breaking commitment to biodiversity; the CNPS mission, goals, and initiatives; and the 
Redbud chapter’s role in carrying out these initiatives.  

A Chance to Talk Together About Priorities 

Taking our lead from Dan’s overview, we’ll break into small groups focused on key action areas 
to talk about priorities and what we can do as a chapter (and as individuals), including: 

 Homegrown Habitat

 conservation and restoration

 native plants, fuels management, and fire

 moderating climate change through native plants and beyond

 advocating for native plants

 sustaining biodiversity on public and commercial land

 growing native plant lovers

Look for more details about our membership celebration in the next Redbud News. To join the 
planning team in creating this event, contact Diane Wetzel (dwetzel5018@gmail.com) 

Landscaping For Wildlife 

by Sue Chalpin 

Essential elements of wildlife habitat are food, water, cover and space for wildlife to raise their 
offspring. You can integrate these elements into your landscape to help support wildlife in 
multiple ways. Food requirements vary for every species. It changes as they age and from one 
season to another. For some species it is berries, and others it is nuts, grasses, seeds and nectar 
in flowers.  
Water is as important as food and critical for survival. Adding a pond or bird bath will provide 
quick results. Even a small water source, such as a shallow puddle provides support for certain 
types of fauna, such as butterflies. 

Cover is critical for weather protection and protection from predators. Animals can find cover 
under shrubs, trees—including dead trees, and brush piles. Masticating all of your brush and 
dead and down debris eliminates habitat for wildlife.  

mailto::dwetzel5018@gmail.com
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You can create brush piles for birds. Collect and set aside fallen branches and logs to create a 
brush pile. Lay down largest logs as a foundation. Pile large branches loosely on top of this 
layer. Continue building the pile in successive layers. Make sure to leave open pockets between 
layers.  

Brush pile for wildlife 

Space is needed for wildlife to raise their young. For example, bluebird nesting houses need to 
be 300 feet apart or the bluebirds will fight.  

Wildlife does not randomly appear in a given area. It is there because the habitat attracts them. 
You can support and gradually increase the wildlife where you live, by providing the 
components they need for food, water, cover, and space.  

To Learn More 
Redbud-CNPS Native Landscape Planting Guide (1.3 MB) 
This collaboration between CNPS and the Redbud Chapter includes native landscaping design 
tips and gardening advice to keep your plants (and soil) healthy. The list of California native 
plants, hand-picked for Nevada and Placer Counties by Redbud Horticulture Chair Nancy 
Gilbert, includes trees, shrubs, groundcovers, grasses, and vines, showing which plants provide 
habitat for birds, bees, and/or butterflies. 

http://www.redbud-cnps.org/pdf/redbud-cnps-native-landscape-planting-guide.pdf


Redbud News, February 2020 Page 8 of 16 

Recommended Local California Natives (432 KB) 
Includes information on more than 125 trees and shrubs, perennials, ground covers, grasses, 
and more. Indicates whether each plant is locally native; preferred sun exposure(s); water 
requirements; size; flower color; and kinds of wildlife attracted. 

The Redbud website has numerous relevant resources, such as: 
 Creating Pollinator- and Bird-Friendly Gardens
 California native plants that attract hummingbirds

The CNPS website has information on habitat gardening for native birds, butterflies, bees, and 
other wildlife: 

 Habitat Gardening
 Habitat Value of Our Gardens
 Hummingbird Gardening

Help for Gardening with California Native Plants 
by Carol Thompson 

Need help using California natives in your garden? Not sure what to do when? If so, hunt up 
California Native Gardening, a Month-by-Month Guide by Helen Popper. This book came out in 
2012 and offers a written narrative of what to do each month. If you like, you can skip straight 
to the one-page list of jobs to be accomplished during any given month. Of course, here in the 
foothills, you’ll have to adjust some of the information she provides, time-wise, depending on 
your elevation. 

Through beautiful descriptions and practical advice, Popper 
provides a clear path for the native gardener, new or 
experienced: 

 “Echoing the wilderness, natives…bring habitat, and … a 
sense of place. Into a native garden comes the call of a 
quail, the revelry of cedar waxwings, the scurrying of a 
fence lizard … [and] the surprise and delight of volunteer 
natives, some brought by birds from a distant park, others 
sprung from long-dormant seeds. From each native garden, 
a thread extends to the exquisite tapestry that defines our 
state.”  

She begins with the month of October, prime time for planting California natives. As you know, 
early October is when the Redbud plant sale happens. So, once you pick up plants at the sale, 
you’ll be all set to start planting, using Popper’s book as a guide.  

http://www.redbud-cnps.org/pdf/recommended-local-ca-natives.pdf
http://www.redbud-cnps.org/pdf/creating-pollinator-friendly-gardens.pdf
http://www.redbud-cnps.org/pdf/hummingbird-plants-full.pdf
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/native-design-basics/habitat-gardening
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/habitat-value-gardens-5261
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/hummingbird-gardening-5098
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Each chapter title highlights the focus of that month, while the text provides step-by-step 
guidance for the tasks to be accomplished:  

 October: Change in the Air
 November: Spring is Here
 December: Green Tidings
 January: A Happy, Wet New Year
 February: Clean and Weed
 March: Spring Anew
 April: Flowers
 May: Collect Your Seeds
 June: The Wise Water Balancing Act
 July: Mist and Tinder
 August: Siesta Time
 September: Plan for Fall

At the end, Popper includes a chapter on “Native Garden Styles” such as formal, cottage, 
Japanese, herb and child; you’ll also find very useful sections on when to take cuttings from 
various native plants for propagation and where to see native plants. 

Because this newsletter is arriving at the beginning of February, here is the list of jobs for this 
month: Clean up after the storms, mulch, prune, propagate, sow seeds, control pests, water 
only if it’s needed, and weed.  

I thought I could take some time off from weeding. But I guess she’s right; by starting now, 
while weeds are small, they are so much easier to pull out completely, saving soil (much less is 
removed as each weed comes out of the ground). Also, the ground is soft, making this task 
easier in the rainy season. 

Each heading, such as “prune” or “propagate,” is followed by useful descriptions, advice, and 
examples, including a list of which species to prune or propagate, etc. Well, I’d better head out 
to the garden and get started, so much to do. Before reading Helen Popper’s book, I thought 
February was a month of rest in the garden! 

So much in one little book. Check it out for yourself! 

Learn Local Wildflowers…as a Buttermilk Bend Docent 
by Darlene Ward and Ann Wright 

If you’ve ever walked the Buttermilk Bend Trail at Bridgeport in March or April, you may have 
admired the abundance of blooming wildflowers along the South Yuba River corridor. The 
varied, colorful floral display gradually moves upstream to higher elevations in late spring and 
summer.  
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If you’d like to learn more about the local wildflowers, please consider signing up to be a South 
Yuba River State Park Docent. Volunteers are initially trained by State Park staff, and for 
the first year or two, new docents “shadow” experienced wildflower docents, gradually gaining 
confidence in leading public groups. 

This year the guided public walks on the Buttermilk Bend Trail are Saturdays and Sundays at 10 
a.m., March 14 through May 10.

To find out more about becoming a wildflower docent, contact Darlene Ward 
at dward@cebridge.net or Ann Wright at abwright2010@gmail.com. Leave your phone 
number/contact information. We will hold a pre-season meeting Saturday, February 29 at 10 
a.m. at the Bridgeport Visitor Center (at the State Park). You are invited to attend, meet some
of the docents, and learn more about what we do.

If you’d like to see some of the wildflowers at Bridgeport, view “Bridgeport’s Springtime 
Treasures.” 

Thanks for taking the time to consider this invitation! 

Redbud Needs Volunteers! 
Redbud always needs volunteers, in various roles, to help us meet our goals of spreading the 
word about how native plants help create healthy ecosystems for all of us, and to help people 
learn how more about native plants, to enjoy native plants, and to grow native plants 
successfully. If you're interested in participating in any way, email president@redbud-cnps.org. 

mailto::dward@cebridge.net
mailto::abwright2010@gmail.com
mailto:: president@redbud-cnps.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvrLIjvq9Pc
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Here are ways we can really use your help: 

Program Chair 
Have ideas for Redbud’s “Passionate About (Native) Plants” presentation series? Recommend 
programs to the Board; recruit and schedule speakers; and reserve venues. 

Education Chair 
Education Chair molds this role to their interests and skills. The Education Chair develops and 
provides handouts for meetings, plant sales, and other activities. They may develop and 
oversee California native plant-related grant programs, scholarships, and educational activities 
in local schools, for chapter events and in the community. 

Lead a Field Trip 
Have an idea for a native-plant hike or field trip you’d like to lead? Contact 
nativeplanthelp@redbud-cnps.org. You should know the route, be willing to coordinate the 
trip, and handle queries. You don’t need to be a expert in native plants; we can find someone 
who knows a lot about plants to pair up with you. 

President-Elect 
Want to learn about what makes Redbud tick? Want to make a real difference, with the 
potential to lead? Consider volunteering for the position of President-Elect. This individual is 
appointed, not elected, and serves in training to become President. The President Elect serves 
on Redbud committees as appropriate, assists the President with chapter activities, and 
presides over meetings if the President and Vice President are not available. If later elected to 
office by the membership, the President-Elect becomes President. 

Join a Redbud Committee 
Don’t want to be in charge but want to get involved? There are openings in all our committees 
for folks who want to help with our mission. We have committees that organize and work on 
the Plant Sale, Field Trips, Programs, Advocacy, Conservation, Rare Plants, Membership, 
Propagation, and Ethnobotany. Contact nativeplanthelp@redbud-cnps.org. 

Upcoming Field Trips 

Our deepest thanks to member and Certified Naturalist Shane Hanofee; we have quite a lineup 
of field trips in 2020. As field-trip dates approach, check our Redbud Field Trips page for details 
on the field trips included here. Dates and locations are subject to change. Also, please read the 
Field Trips page for information on topics such as carpooling, what to bring, etc.  

Check for more field trips added as the season progresses. All field trips led by Shane start at 9 
a.m. Some will require RSVP.

mailto::nativeplanthelp@redbud-cnps.org
http://www.redbud-cnps.org/trips.htm
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 Alder cone gall fungus (See Gall field trip.) 

 

  Blue dicks (See Geophytes field trip.) 

Upcoming Redbud Events 

 Our “Passionate about (Native) Plants” Public Lecture Series  
Here are the 2020 dates and locations for our Passionate About (Native) Plants" Lecture Series. 

 Feb 15, Sat. Ferns. Independence Trail (Nevada
City). Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Feb 22, Sat. Galls. Kenny Ranch Trail (Grass Valley).
Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Feb 28, Fri. Spring Fungi. Hidden Falls Regional
Park (Auburn). Trip leader Shane Hanofee

 Mar 8, Sun. Native trees and shrubs. Sammie’s
Friends area (near McCourtney Road and Wolfe
Mountain Road). Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Mar 21, Sat. Wildflowers. American River Canyon
(Auburn State Recreation Area or near there). Trip
leader Shane Hanofee.

 Late March; date TBD, mid-week. Table Mountain
(Butte County). Trip leader Karen Loro (and
possibly Art Clark).

 Apr 4, Sat. Wildflowers. Stevens Trail (N Fork
American, Colfax). Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Apr 11, Sat. Wildflowers. Euchre Bar. Trip
leader Shane Hanofee.

 Apr 18, Sat. Geophytes. Spenceville Wildlife
Area (Penn Valley, Hwy 120). Leader Shane
Hanofee.

 May 2, Sat. Wildflowers. Table Mountain
(near Oroville). Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Jun 26, Fri. dinner through Jun 28, Sun. Sierra
Buttes weekend trip to California State
University San Francisco Field Station.
Wildflowers and more!

 Mar 21, Sat. Wildflowers. American River
Canyon (Auburn State Recreation Area or
near there). Trip leader Shane Hanofee.

 Late March; date TBD, mid-week. Table
Mountain (Butte County). Trip leader Karen
Loro (and possibly Art Clark).
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Mark your calendars now! Stay tuned for more 2020 speakers and topics. For more information 
in the near future, see our Redbud Upcoming Events page. 

All programs are 7 to 9 p.m. Socializing and member meeting begin at 6:30 p.m. (non-members 
welcome) 

 February 26, Wed.  Thea Chesney. “Fire-Following Fungi.” Auburn Library. Thea, an
expert on native fungi, will explain the unique life cycle and important role of certain
species of fungi that appear only after a fire, helping rejuvenate the soil so it can support
life again. See full article on Thea and her presentation topic in this issue.

 April 29, Wed.  Hannah Kang. “The Role of Herbaria in Preserving California's Unique
Botanical Heritage (Or What's a Native Plant and How Do We Know Them When We See
Them?)" Madelyn Helling Library, Nevada City. Hannah is a plant biologist at the UC Davis
Herbarium. She has over 1800 photos of native plants in CalPhoto, many taken in Nevada
and Placer counties. She will help us understand the ways in which herbaria are more
important than ever in this era of climate change, and how they benefit us as lovers of
native plants, even if we never consult them directly.

  Left: Thea Chesney with a Neolentinus fungus 

Above: Hannah Kang at UC Davis Herbarium 

 June 24, Wed.  Auburn Library. Presenter, TBD
 August 26, Wed.  Madelyn Helling Library, Nevada City. Presenter, TBD
 September 23, Wed.  Nancy and Ames Gilbert. "Rainwater Harvesting and Rainscaping

Strategies for Healthy Watersheds.” Madelyn Helling Library, Nevada City. Nancy, our
chapter Horticulture Chair, and Ames, who has been constructing structures for native
plant projects for decades, are teaming up on this project. They both have extensive
photography experience.

 Oct 28, Wed.  Auburn Library. Presenter, TBD

http://www.redbud-cnps.org/Redbud-CNPS-Upcoming-Events.htm
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Redbud Brings Natives to Banner Community Guild Seed Swap on March 7 

Members of the Redbud CNPS Chapter look forward to seeing you at our table at the 
Banner Community Guild Seed Swap on Saturday, March 7, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 12629 
McCourtney Road, Grass Valley. 

We’ll provide educational displays about California’s native plants. Over 1,500 species are 
locally native to Nevada County. Locally native species play a critical role in sustaining 
healthy natural ecosystems, having co-evolved with native insects, mycorrhizae, birds, and 
other wildlife over millennia. Discover the amazing variety of native plant seed shapes 
under a microscope, and learn about the ingenious “strategies” used by native plants to 
scatter their seeds to new, suitable habitat, and to “sow” themselves.  

We’ll have free, locally grown seeds for native plants, some uncommon, special native 
seeds, and a few early native plants for sale. We’ll also give an introduction to Calscape.org, 
a user-friendly CNPS native plant database to help gardeners “restore nature, one garden at 
time” -- type in your address to find out what plants are native to your property! 

Pick up Redbud handouts about gardening with native plants, or purchase Redbud’s two 
guides to over 750 of the native wildflowers, shrubs and trees of Nevada and Placer 
Counties, as well as beautiful wildflower posters.   

The Banner Guild seed swap is open to the public and is family-friendly. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 Events Beyond Redbud 
Feb 11, Tues. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. “The Ecology and Management of Invasive Plant Species in 
California.” Dr. Jeremy James, Director of UC Sierra Foothill Research and Extension Center.  
McBean Pavilion, 65 McBean Park Drive, Lincoln. Doors open 6:00 p.m. with a meet-and-greet 
session and refreshments. 

Part of the Sierra Science Series, this FREE Science Presentation Series is co-sponsored by Sierra 
College and local nonprofit Sierra Streams Institute is open to the community. 

This talk explores the major ecological drivers of plant invasions in California and the West, how 
such species alter ecosystem function and biodiversity, and practical approaches and 
constraints to managing invasives across large areas. These topics are highlighted in two case 
studies of plant invasions in high desert steppes and in the Sierra foothills. For more info: 
https://www.sierracollege.edu/events/upcoming/2020/02/ncc-sierra-science-11.php  

Other lectures in the Sierra Science Series, all at Sierra College’s Nevada County Campus on 
Tuesdays in Building N12-103 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. (Doors open at 6 p.m. with refreshments): 

 Mar. 10. “Wildlife Research and Timber Management in the Sierra Nevada Foothills.” Sarah
Smayda (Wildlife Biologist, Sierra Pacific Industries).

https://www.sierracollege.edu/events/upcoming/2020/02/ncc-sierra-science-11.php
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 Apr. 14. “California Invasive Species: Mussels, Rodents, Snails, and Frogs – Oh My.” Dr.
Heather Perry (Env Scientist, Cal Dept Fish & Wildlife).

 May 12. “Environmental Factors Affecting Juvenile Salmonid Growth.” Dr. Robert Lusardi
(UC Davis Center for Watershed Sciences) .

March 14, Sat.  "Bringing Native Plants into Your Garden." Nevada County Master Gardeners 
workshop at Grass Valley Elks Lodge, 109 S. School St., Grass Valley, 10:00 a.m. to noon.

April 4, Sat. Spring Native Plant Sale. Elderberry Farms Native Plant Nursery, Sacramento Valley 
CNPS Chapter. 2140 Chase Drive, Rancho Cordova, at Soil born Farms. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

April 4, Sat. Garden Faire by Placer County Master Gardeners, at Maidu Community Center, 
1550 Maidu Drive, Roseville, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free community event with speakers, workshops, 
demonstrations, vendor displayers, and children’s activities. 

Apr. 25, Sat. Sac Valley CNPS Chapter Native Plant Garden Tour. Saturday, April 25. 9:30 to 4. 
https://www.sacvalleycnps.org/fairsevents/gardens-gone-native 20+ gardens. Free tickets. 

May 10, Sun. Mother’s Day Plant Sale, Miners Foundry, Nevada City. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Redbud 
will table and sell native plants. 

May 31 - Aug 14. Classes at SF State Sierra Nevada Field Campus  Many classes involve botany, 
fungi, as well as fauna and geology, of the Northern Sierra, and doing art in the outdoor 
environment! Sign-ups are already open. More info in our next Redbud News! 

In Defense of Plants Podcast: Nature’s Best Hope: A Conversation with Doug Tallamy. Based on 
Dr. Tallamy’s new book, Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation That Starts in 
Your Yard, this is an empowering discussion about how we each can help restore nature. This 
book builds on his breakthrough best-seller, Bringing Nature Home, which distilled decades of 
ecological research into a compelling story of the environmental benefits of native plants. 

Looking for Photos of Rainwater Capture Methods 
By Nancy and Ames Gilbert 

We’re putting together a presentation on capturing and storing rainwater, share with Redbud 
on Wednesday, September 23 at Madelyn Helling Library in Nevada City at 6:30 p.m.  

If you’ve done any photos of rainwater capture, harvest, storage, landscaping for rainwater 
retention, or similar, please let us know. Perhaps you have photos of what you’ve done. Maybe 
we could come photograph your project. Contact nancygilbert@spiralemail.com 

https://www.sacvalleycnps.org/fairsevents/gardens-gone-native
mailto::nancygilbert@spiralemail.com
https://sierra.sfsu.edu/course-calendar
https://www.mixcloud.com/podcast-indefenseofplants/ep-250-natures-best-hope-a-conversation-with-dr-doug-tallamy/
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