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There are many topics  to wri te  about  for  this  newsletter  –
our onl ine sale ,  information about our Chapter  Act iv i t ies
for  the past  year ,  and the next  instal lment in  my Lose the
Lawn saga.
 

But ,  f i rst , the best  news:  
The Garden is  open for visits  again.

                       
As  the poster  indicates ,  p lease remember to c lose the
latch on the gate after  you enter  and leave.    We don’ t
want  the deer to v is i t  a lso.    Whi le  the spr ing f lowering
plants  are no longer in  bloom, there are many wonderful
plants  to see and learn about.  
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Mimulus  Aurant iacusStream Orchid
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Look for  these that  are blooming:  Mat i l i ja  poppy (Romneya coul ter i )  (sometimes cal led the
Fr ied Egg Plant) ,  the Stream Orchid (Epipactus  g igantes ) ,  Red Buckwheat  (Er iogonum grande
rubescens ) ,   Sa lv ias  –  there are several  d i f ferent  var iet ies  in  the Garden,  (see how many you
can f ind) ,  Yarrow (  Achi l lea ) ,  both yel low and white ,  and Monkeyf lower (Mimulus  aurant iacus )
among others.    And several  that  aren ’ t  b looming,  such as di f ferent  ferns,  inc luding the
Western Sword Fern and Southern Maidenhair ,  mi lkweed,  asters ,  wi ld  g inger  ( look for  heart-
shaped leaves in  the Redwood Grove) ,  and CA fuchsias.    There are a lso a  couple of  p icnic
tables where you can stop to watch the birds or  just  enjoy the shade.
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THE GARDEN IS OPEN - CONTINUED

Western Sword fern Southern Maidenhair  fern Salv ia  Apiana

Thanks to the support ,  ingenuity ,  and technical
expert ise of  the staff  at  the State off ice of  CNPS,  we
held our f i rst  onl ine sale  of  nat ive plants .   I t  was a
lot  of  work to set  up the onl ine inventory ,  but  the
response was very good.   One nice aspect  of  having
an onl ine sale  was the abi l i ty  of  v is i tors  to the s i te  to
f ind out  a  lot  about  each plant  that  was avai lable –
and then think about  where the plant  would f i t  in
their  garden and how many were needed.   V is i tors
could a lso peruse the many di f ferent  plants  offered.  
 As  a  result ,  the experience helped us meet  one of
our CNPS goals  to educate the publ ic  about  the many
var iet ies  of  nat ive plants  and how they can f i t  in
water-wise gardening.   Thank you to a l l  who v is i ted
our onl ine ‘s tore ’  and purchased plants .   

Checking an order

OUR FIRST ONLINE SALE EXPERIENCE.
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While  we sold many of  the plants  we had on hand,
we st i l l  have plants  avai lable.   You can look at  the
plants  that  are avai lable at :  http://cal i fornia-nat ive-
plant-society .square.s i te/ .   Whi le  you cannot place
an order through the s i te ,  you can see the plants
that  we current ly  have avai lable.   To make an
appointment to look for  plants ,  contact  us at
info@napaval leycnps.org.   

Information about our Fal l  2020 sale  wi l l  be posted
in August  on our website ,  www.napaval leycnps.org.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES FOR FY2019 (APRIL 1, 2019 – MARCH 31, 2020)

ONLINE SALE - CONTINUED

Order # 33

Each year ,  the state off ice of  CNPS requires each chapter  ( there are 35 chapters
statewide)  to submit  a  report  on their  act iv i t ies ,  inc luding the act iv i t ies  and the
number of  hours spent .   Gather ing the information for  each year ’s  report  is  an
opportunity  to look back over  the past  12 months to determine how we have met CNPS
goals  of  conserving nat ive plants ,  educat ing the publ ic  about  the importance of  nat ive
plant  divers i ty  and the var iety  of  nat ive plants ,  both in  the wi ld and for  our gardens,
providing sc ient i f ic  information as the basis  for  protect ing nat ive plants  and plant
communit ies ,  and conservat ion act ion.

In addit ion to our 2  plant  sales  and our wi ldf lower f ie ld tr ips ,  the l ist  of  act iv i t ies  in
which we were involved inc lude:  4  vegetat ion surveys,  attending meet ings of  the Napa
County Weed Management Area group and other workshops on landscaping in  the t ime
of  c l imate change,  restor ing the butterf ly  garden and working on broom eradicat ion in
Westwood Hi l ls  Park,  maintaining the Martha Walker  Nat ive Plant  Garden ( inc luding
new s ignage for  many plants) ,  presentat ions to var ious groups,  and publ ishing our
newsletter .   The total  hours ,  inc luding administrat ive tasks by the Board,  ta l l ied added
up to 3 ,585.   And that  is  probably  an undercount!

As you can see,  we do a lot ,  and your support  contr ibutes to our ongoing act iv i t ies .
Thank you.

NAPA VALLEY
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

http://california-native-plant-society.square.site/
http://napavalleycnps.org/
https://www.napavalleycnps.org/
http://www.napavalleycnps.org/
https://www.napavalleycnps.org/
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LOSE THE LAWN, PART 4

Since my last  report ,  in  March 2020,  when I  was wait ing for  my plants  to start  growing,  we
have had some late season rain fol lowed by warm weather.   I  have been rewarded with plants
that  are f i l l ing in  the spaces and growing wel l .   The two areas we planted,  the front  yard and
the courtyard,  are quite  di f ferent .   The plants  selected for  each area are performing as
expected,  with some surpr ises.

The courtyard is  smal l ,  is  in  shade in the morning,  but  gets  fa ir ly  intense afternoon sun and
heat ,  in  spite  of  the protect ing west  enclosing wal l .   Nonetheless ,  the Heuchera,  Mimulus
aurant iacus,  and the Keckie l la  cordifol ia   (heart leaf  penstemon) ,  are a l l  thr iv ing and
blooming,  and the ferns,  Polyst ichum munitum (Western sword fern) ,  R ibes (both pink and
white) ,and Ir is ,  have bloomed and cont inue to grow.   Compare the February and June pictures
below.   

February June 

The surpr ise is  that  the
Keckie l la  has taken over  one
corner of  the courtyard.   I
thought  i t  would be a smal l -
ish plant  about  2-3 ’  wide and
18-24”  high.   I t  is  now about
5 ’  wide,  and growing,  with
stems about 2 ’  h igh.   I t  is
covered with reddish-orange
trumpet shaped f lowers.   So
far ,  I  haven’ t  seen any
hummingbirds v is i t ing i t ,  but
I  suspect  they have found i t ,
as  there are plenty around.

The front  yard receives shade in the ear ly  morning,  but  i t  is  in  ful l  sun by 10:00am.  My plants
seem to be thr iv ing.   The grasses,  Carex tumul icola  ( foothi l l  sedge)  and Boute loua grac i l i s
(eyebrow grass)  have f i l led in  the area in  front  of  the dry stream bed.   Among the grasses,  I
p lanted Per ider id ia  ke l loggi i  (Kel logg ’s  yampah) ,  Sisyrhinchium bel lum  (b lue-eyed grass) ,  Achi l lea
(yarrow – white) ,  and Epi lobium ‘ Schieff l in ’s  Choice ’  (CA fuchsia) ,  which are a l l  fu l l ,  f i l l ing the
space with texture and f lowers.   This  is  the f i rst  t ime I  have planted Per ider id ia ,  and i t  is
spectacular  –  at  least  to my eyes.   The f lower sta lks  are about  4 ’  ta l l ,  and support  umbrel ls  of
del icate white f lowers that  sway in  the wind that  we have every afternoon.   As  this  is  the nat ive
larval  food for  the anise swal lowtai l  butterf ly ,  I  am hoping that  the seeds from the spent
f lowers wi l l  produce more plants  next  year  and I  wi l l  see butterf l ies  among them.

CAREX,  PERIDERIDIA  AND DRY CREEK PERIDERIDIA ,  GOLDENROD



JULY 2020 NEWSLETTER

Bacchar is  p i lu lar is ,  a lso known as Coyote Brush or  Chaparral
Broom, is  an often over looked plant .  I t  grows prol i f ica l ly  up and
down the Cal i fornia  coast  and into the central  val ley.  To me,  this
shrub is  so ubiquitous that  i t  sometimes fades into the scenery
background.  I t  is  important  to stop and not ice these staple
residents  of  our wi ld environment,  however ,  and remember why
they have become so widespread.

Coyote brush is  a  survivor .  Unl ike some non-nat ive shrubs of
s imi lar  appearance,  th is  hardy indiv idual  wi l l  need l i t t le  attent ion
once establ ished.  I t  is  deer-res istant  and requires pruning only  i f
desired by the gardener.  I f  necessary ,  the shrub can be pruned
back very hard and wi l l  l ike ly  recover.  B.  p i lu lar is  needs very l i t t le
water  once establ ished,  but  can take summer water  up to once a
week without  negat ive effects .  The often c layey,  s l ight ly  ac idic
Napa soi l  is  perfect  for  i t ,  but  i t  can handle a  range of  soi l  types.

In a  home landscape,  Coyote Brush can be used in a  var iety  of
ways.  Several  shrubs can be planted in a  row to create a  hedge,  or
they can be planted on hi l ls  and stream banks to a id in
stabi l izat ion.  I f  a l lowed i t  can grow up to ten feet  ta l l ,  so could be
used to provide shade to less  hardy plants .  Bacchar is  produces
yel low-white f lowers year  round that  are loved by pol l inators.  The
shrubs themselves are a lso important  to wi ld l i fe ,  providing shelter
and nest ing spots  of  many nat ive species.   

B.  p i lu lar is  'P igeon Point '  is  a  dwarf  var iety  of  B.  p i lu lar is ,  which can
grow to be 10'  ta l l .
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LOSE THE LAWN, PART 4 CONTINUED

The Cerc is  Occ idental is  (Western redbud) ,  which
bloomed fabulously  in  March,  is  now in i ts  summer
phase of  rounded green heart-shaped leaves with
a few almost  translucent  burgundy seed pods.   The
four main trunk stems are now joined by several
new stems at  the base that  wi l l  create a  wider
spreading specimen in the future.

I  am turning my attent ion to the back yard now.
Beginning the cardboard and woodchip layer ing to
ki l l  the lawn (and,  hopeful ly ,  any weeds)  now,  I  am
planning to plant  next  winter .   Stay tuned for  future
reports .

Cerc is  occ idental is
 ( in  bloom)

Cerc is  occ idental is
 (summer)

PLANT OF THE MONTH - BACCHARIS PILULARIS
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Napa Valley Chapter
California Native Plant Society
2201 Imola Avenue
Napa, CA 94559

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

NAPA VALLEY
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President Henni - Cohen
Vice President - vacant
Chapter Delegate - Stephen Rae
Secretary -  Marilyn Burrows
Treasurer -  Barbara Viets
Conservation/Rare Plants -  Jake Ruygt
Volunteer/Outreach -  Sandie Hewitt
Skyline Citizen's Assoc Rep -  Karen Lassegues
Education -  Kent Ruppert
Newsletter/Website -  Ben Wilson
Membership -  vacant
Field Trips -  Linda Price
Propagation -  Gale Giorgi; Jaime Giorgi
Plant Sale Co-Chair -  Eric Nightingale
Publicity -  Acting:  Sierra Minchaca
Member at Large -  Eric Nightingale
Member at Large -  Gerald Tomboc
Member at Large -  Evelyn Zlomke
Member at Large -  Katherine Novick
Special Projects & Horticulture -  vacant

PLANT OF THE MONTH - CONTINUED

email: mail@napavalleycnps.org
web: https://chapters.cpns.org/napa/

You may look at  the tenacity  of  Coyote Brush and
feel  trepidat ion about br inging i t  into your home
ecosystem. Fear  not ,  though,  as  the Bacchar is  sold
at  nurser ies  are only  male c lones.  These wi l l  not
spread and become a problem. They a lso do not
produce the amounts of  pol len that  might  i rr i tate
al lergies!  I f  the “basic”  Coyote Brush isn ’ t  for  you,  I
recommend looking at  some of  the other  cult ivars ,
such as ‘P igeon Point ’  (a  dwarf  var iety)  and ‘Santa
Ana’ .  I f  you have a dry hi l l  or  large yard that  is
di f f icul t  to  i rr igate,  don’ t  pass up this  shrub.  F ind
one that  f i ts  your sty le  and take some of  the
maintenance out  of  your landscape.

https://www.cnps.org/gardening/sheet-mulching-5875

